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Introduction Zertifikat Deutsch

General information

Background to the Examination   

Zertifikat Deutsch (ZD) is a general German qualification at CEFR level B1, which was devel-
oped in a project financed by the German Ministry of Research and Technology in the years 
1996 to 1998 on the basis of Zertifikat Deutsch als Fremdsprache (ZDaF), ZDaF having been 
introduced in 1971. Zertifikat Deutsch is the product of a cooperation between Goethe-Institut, 
the Austrian Language Diploma Organisation, the Swiss Conference of Education Directors, 
and WBT. It is administered in licensed test-centres worldwide.

The test model is defined in the publication “Zertifikat Deutsch. Lernziele und Testformat” 
(Zertifikat Deutsch. Learning Objectives and Test Format), Frankfurt/Main 1999, which con-
tains inventories of relevant language functions, discourse strategies, notions, topics, lexis 
and grammar, as well as descriptions of the 13 relevant “scenarios” from which tasks for 
testing the productive skills are taken. “Scenarios”, which form the basis of the test construct 
underlying Zertifikat Deutsch, are defined as “erwartbare Abfolgen kommunikativer  
Handlungen, die ihre Kohärenz durch den ‘gewussten sozialen Sinn’ erhalten” (predictable 
sequences of communication which acquire their coherence from shared schematic knowl-
edge; Zertifikat Deutsch. Lernziele und Testformat, p. 25) A scenario description comprises 
the discourse phases, strategies, discourse elements, language functions and grammatical 
features that together form a typical sequence of communication.

Structure of the examination

Zertifikat Deutsch tests the four subskills Reading, Writing, Listening and Speaking and also 
comprises a subtest “Language Elements” on vocabulary and use of German. Subtests are 
weighted as follows: Reading 25%, Listening 25%, Speaking 25%, Writing 15%, Language 
Elements (vocabulary/use of German) 10%. The test has four papers (Reading/Language 
Elements, Listening, Writing, Speaking). In order to pass the examination, candidates must 
achieve at least 60% of the maximum possible total of points both in the aggregate of the 
Reading, Writing, Listening and Language Elements parts and in the Speaking part of the 
examination. There are five possible grades, four pass grades (very good, good, satisfactory, 
pass) and one fail grade.

Effective Level

All Zertifikat Deutsch Reading, Listening, and Language Elements tasks are pretested using 
volunteer candidates who are studying to take the exam in the near future. Age and nation-
alities of the sample group roughly correspond to the expected candidature.
Pretested material is then subject to statistical analysis at task and item level using classical 
item analysis. 
For sample tests see:
http://www.sprachenzertifikate.de/Sprachpr0uefungen_ablegen/Pr0uefungsvorbereitungsmateriali
en/download.htm 

http://www.sprachenzertifikate.de/Sprachpr0uefungen_ablegen/Pr0uefungsvorbereitungsmaterialien/download.htm
http://www.sprachenzertifikate.de/Sprachpr0uefungen_ablegen/Pr0uefungsvorbereitungsmaterialien/download.htm
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Zertifikat Deutsch Reading Comprehension

Reading 

General information

The Reading/Language Elements Paper has a fixed format, with Reading Comprehension 
Parts 1-3 testing reading skills through texts from real-world sources. Texts  may be slightly 
modified or adapted , but not  in a way which would lead native speakers to perceive a lack 
of authenticity. Certain vocabulary items which are crucial for responding correctly to the 
questions (items) must be contained in the Vocabulary Inventory, as specified in the Learning 
Objectives.  The text may contain unfamiliar vocabulary which is not included in the inven-
tory, the meaning of which candidates should be able to deduce from the context.

Part 1, “Global Reading Comprehension”, consists of five short texts of 300 – 350 words in all 
and ten headlines which have to be matched to the texts. Texts can be advertisements, de-
scriptions (e.g in. course programmes), short book reviews, or newspaper notices, and must 
derive from two of sixteen topical areas as defined in the Learning Objectives. Candidates 
should be able to identify the main message of the texts and match these to shorter represen-
tations of the same idea as given in the headlines.

Part 2, “Reading for Detail”, consists of one or two longer reading texts taken from newspa-
pers or magazines, of about 350 words in all, with five MCQ items. Candidates should be 
able to understand specific details from the text.

Part 3, “Selective Reading/Scanning”, consists of twelve advertisements deriving from three 
topical areas as defined in the Learning Objectives, and ten statements to which the adver-
tisements have to be matched. Each statement can only be matched to one corresponding 
advertisement, but there may be statements for which no advertisement can be found, so that 
each item has 13 options (twelve advertisements plus ‘no match’). Candidates should be able 
to scan a text and decide whether a specific predefined information is mentioned in it or not.
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Test to be analysed Zertifikat Deutsch, Reading Comprehension, 
Part 2

Target Language German

Task Reading Comprehension Part 2 : questions 8 
– 10, Part 3 : questions 17 – 20

Rubrics Target Language

Items Target Language 

Time to do total test 90 minutes (Reading Comprehension Part 
1-3, Language Elements Part 1 and 2)

Target Levels
CEFR B1

ALTE Threshold

Age-group sector Adults

Domain: Personal, public, work and educational 
domain

Communicative activities

Overall Reading Comprehension
Can read straightforward factual texts on 
subjects related to his/her field and interest 
with a satisfactory level of comprehension.

Reading for Information
Can recognise significant points in straight-
forward newspaper articles on familiar 
subjects.

Part 2 focuses on reading for detailed understanding. There is one text (a newspaper article). 
Understanding of the text is tested through Multiple Choice questions which focus on a point 
of detail in the text. 

Reading 



GERMAN
RE

LA
TI

NG
 LA

NG
UA

GE
 E

XA
M

IN
AT

IO
NS

 TO
 TH

E C
OM

M
ON

 EU
RO

PE
AN

 FR
AM

EW
OR

K 
OF

 R
EF

ER
EN

CE
 FO

R 
LA

NG
UA

GE
S:

 LE
AR

NI
NG

, T
EA

CH
IN

G,
 A

SS
ES

SM
EN

T •
 R

ea
di

ng
 an

d 
Lis

te
ni

ng
 It

em
s a

nd
 Ta

sk
s: 

Pi
lo

t S
am

pl
es

5

Reading Items

Reading 
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Reading 
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Content analysis

Reading component

The tasks, instructions, rubrics and items are all in German, the target language.
The time allocated to the complete Reading/Language Elements component is 90 minutes. 
No time allocation is specified for individual tasks within the Reading/Language Elements 
component.

Text Characteristics

(Analysis of example tasks and items has been carried out in conjunction with the Dutch CEF 
Grid, the CEFR, the ALTE can-do statements and the DIALANG performance descriptors).

Test to be analysed: Zertifikat Deutsch

Task: Reading Comprehension Part 2: questions 8 
– 10

Skill: Reading

1. Text Source: Newspapers

2. Authenticity: Authentic, but slightly modified

3. Discourse type: Mainly narrative

4. Discourse subtype: Reports

5. Domain: Personal and public

6. Topic: Daily life, Food and drink, Services, Free 
time/entertainment 

7. Nature of content: Mostly concrete

8. Text length: 377 words

9. Vocabulary: Mostly frequent

10. Grammar: Limited range of complex structures

Comprehensible by learner at CEF level: B1

Item Characteristics

Item 8

Item type MCQ, 3 options, Key = a
Operations involved in answering: Recognize and retrieve information relating 

to specific details in the text 
Operations involved in answering: Detailed comprehension

Operations involved in answering: Understand rephrased information and ex-
planations of texts

Item level estimated B1

Reading 

http://bowland-files.lancs.ac.uk/cefgrid/
http://bowland-files.lancs.ac.uk/cefgrid/
http://www.coe.int/T/E/Cultural_Co-operation/education/Languages/Language_Policy/Common_Framework_of_Reference/default.asp#TopOfPage
http://www.alte.org/
http://www.dialang.org/english/index.htm
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Item 9

Item type MCQ, 3 options, Key = a
Operations involved in answering: Recognize and retrieve information relating 

to specific details in the text 
Operations involved in answering: Detailed comprehension

Operations involved in answering: Process text and recognise rephrased prop-
osition from text, distinguish relevant from 
similar propositions

Item level estimated B1

Item 10

Item type MCQ, 3 options, Key = c

Operations involved in answering: Recognize and retrieve information relating 
to specific details in the text 

Operations involved in answering: Detailed comprehension

Operations involved in answering: Process text and recognise rephrased prop-
osition from text, distinguish relevant from 
similar propositions

Item level estimated B1

Reading 
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Reading 
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Reading 
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Reading 

Content analysis

Reading component

The tasks, instructions, rubrics and items are all in German, the target language.
The time allocated to the complete Reading/Language Elements component is 90 minutes. 
No time allocation is specified for individual tasks within the Reading/Language Elements 
component.

Text Characteristics

(Analysis of example tasks and items has been carried out in conjunction with the Dutch CEF 
Grid, the CEFR, the ALTE can-do statements and the DIALANG performance descriptors).

Test to be analysed: Zertifikat Deutsch

Task:
Reading Comprehension Part 3: questions 
17 - 20

Skill: Reading

1. Text Source: Advertising materials

2. Authenticity: Authentic, but slightly modified

3. Discourse type: Mainly instructive

4. Discourse subtype: Personal instructions

5. Domain: Personal and public

6. Topic: Daily life, Food and drink, House and home

7. Nature of content: Mostly concrete

8. Text length: 12 advertisements of between 18 and 51 
words; 404 words in all

9. Vocabulary: Mostly frequent

10. Grammar: Limited range of complex structures

Comprehensible by learner at CEF level: B1

http://bowland-files.lancs.ac.uk/cefgrid/
http://bowland-files.lancs.ac.uk/cefgrid/
http://www.coe.int/T/E/Cultural_Co-operation/education/Languages/Language_Policy/Common_Framework_of_Reference/default.asp#TopOfPage
http://www.alte.org/
http://www.dialang.org/english/index.htm
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Item Characteristics

Item 17

Item type Multiple matching, 13 options

Key e

Operations involved in answering: Recognize and retrieve information relating 
to main idea and specific details in several 
texts 

Operations involved in answering: Selective reading
Operations involved in answering: Process text and match propositions from 

several short texts
Item level estimated B1

Item 18

Item type Multiple matching, 13 options

Key no match

Operations involved in answering: Recognize and retrieve information relating 
to main idea and specific details in several 
texts 

Operations involved in answering: Selective reading
Operations involved in answering: Process text and match propositions from 

several short texts
Item level estimated B1

Item 19

Item type Multiple matching, 13 options

Key g

Operations involved in answering: Recognize and retrieve information relating 
to main idea and specific details in several 
texts 

Operations involved in answering: Selective reading

Operations involved in answering: Process text and match propositions from 
several short texts

Item level estimated B1

Item 20

Item type Multiple matching, 13 options

Key no match

Operations involved in answering: Recognize and retrieve information relating 
to main idea and specific details in several 
texts 

Operations involved in answering: Selective reading

Reading 
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Reading 

Statistical Report

Statistical Report (Whole Task)

mean facility (p) 0.877

mean biserial 0.697

mean difficulty (Rasch) The examples are from the Sample Test 
which has been analysed by classical item 
analysis (Microcat) only

Sample size 306

Statistical Report (Individual Items)

Item 17 Item 18 Item 19 Item 20
Prop. Correct 0.92 0.72 0.91 0.92

Disc. Index 0.22 0.56 0.28 0.19

Point Biser. 0.36 0.53 0.48 0.33
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Zertifikat Deutsch Listening Comprehension

Listening 

General information

The Listening Paper has a fixed format, with Listening Comprehension Parts 1-3 testing 
listening skills through texts rewritten and adapted from real-world sources which would 
appear near-authentic to native speakers. Vocabulary that is crucial for solving an item must 
be contained in the Vocabulary Inventory as specified in the Learning Objectives, but the text 
may contain vocabulary which is not included in the inventory whose meaning candidates 
should be able to infer from the context.

Part 1, “Global Listening Comprehension”, consists of five short statements, usually short 
interviews on the radio, of ca. 400 words with one True/false item each. Candidates should 
be able to identify the main message of the statements and decide whether the proposition in 
the item is true or false in relation to the listening text. The recordings are played once.

Part 2, “Reading for Detail”, consists of one longer radio interview of ca. 500 to 600 words, 
which should contain mainly narrative language and relate to one of the topical fields of 
the Learning Objectives, with ten True/false items. Candidates should be able to recognise 
details in the text and decide whether the propositions in the items are true or false in relation 
to the listening text. The recording is played twice.

Part 3, “Selective Listening”, consists of five short listening texts of the announcement type 
(announcements in railway stations, public transport, department stores; texts on answering 
machines, weather report etc.) of ca. 50 to 60 words each. For each text the context is de-
scribed to the candidates. Each text is followed by a True/false item which relates to  impor-
tant information in the text.  Candidates should be able to define a specific focus for listening 
and extract the relevant information from a listening text. The recordings are played twice.
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Test to be analysed Zertifikat Deutsch, Listening Comprehen-
sion, Part 2

Target Language German

Task Listening Comprehension Part 2: questions 
46 – 48, 54 - 55

Rubrics Target Language

Items Target Language 

Time to do total test Approx. 30 minutes (Part 1-3)

Target Levels
CEFR B1

ALTE Threshold

Age-group sector Adults

Domain: Personal and public domain

Communicative activities 

Overall Listening Comprehension

Can understand straightforward factual 
information about common everyday or job 
related topics, identifying both general mes-
sages and specific details, provided speech 
is clearly articulated in a generally familiar 
accent. Can understand the main points of 
clear standard speech on familiar matters 
regularly encountered in work, school, leisu-
re etc., including short narratives.

Listening for Information 

Can understand the information content of 
the majority of recorded or broadcast audio 
material on topics of personal interest deliv-
ered in clear standard speech.

Part 2 focuses on listening for specific information. There is one interview (radio feature); un-
derstanding of each text is tested through ten True/false items.

 

Listening 
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Listening Items 

Listening 

http://tv.coe.int/COE/video.php?v=WBT-German
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Content analysis

Listening component

The tasks, instructions, rubrics and items are all in German, the target language.
The time allocated to the complete Listening component is approx. 30 minutes. Time alloca-
tion for each task varies according to the length of the recording. Time to read the items is 
fixed (one minute for ten items, 30 seconds for five items) and is included in the recording, so 
that the tape/CD can be started at the beginning of the Listening test and run through until 
the end of the test. Answers to the questions are marked on an answer sheet during the lis-
tening phase.

Text Characteristics

(Analysis of example tasks and items has been carried out in conjunction with the Dutch CEF 
Grid, the CEFR, the ALTE can-do statements and the DIALANG performance descriptors).

Test to be analysed: Zertifikat Deutsch, Listening Comprehension

Task: Part 2: questions 46 – 48, 54 – 55

Skill: Listening

1. Text Source: Scripted, Radio interview

2. Authenticity: Authentic, slightly adapted

3. Discourse type: Mainly narrative

4. Discourse subtype: Stories, anecdotes

5. Domain: personal 

6. Topic: daily life, work

7. Nature of content: Mostly concrete

8. Text length: 577 words

9. Vocabulary: Mostly frequent

10. Grammar: Limited range of complex structures

11. Text Speed Normal to slow

12. Accent: Standard German

13. Clarity of Articulation Normal

14. How often played Twice

Comprehensible by learner at CEF level: B1

Listening 

http://bowland-files.lancs.ac.uk/cefgrid/
http://bowland-files.lancs.ac.uk/cefgrid/
http://www.coe.int/T/E/Cultural_Co-operation/education/Languages/Language_Policy/Common_Framework_of_Reference/default.asp#TopOfPage
http://www.alte.org/
http://www.dialang.org/english/index.htm
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Item Characteristics

Item 46

Item type True/false

Key false
Operations involved in answering: Recognize and retrieve information relating 

to specific details in the text 
Operations involved in answering: Global and detailed comprehension

Item level estimated B1

Item 47

Item type True/false

Key true

Operations involved in answering: Recognize and retrieve information relating 
to specific details in the text 

Operations involved in answering: Global and detailed comprehension

Item level estimated B1

Item 48

Item type True/false

Key false
Operations involved in answering: Recognize and retrieve information relating 

to specific details in the text 
Operations involved in answering: Global and detailed comprehension

Item level estimated B1

Item 54

Item type True/false

Key false

Operations involved in answering: Recognize and retrieve information relating 
to specific details in the text 

Operations involved in answering: Global and detailed comprehension

Item level estimated B1

Item 55

Item type True/false

Key false

Operations involved in answering: Recognize and retrieve information relating 
to specific details in the text 

Operations involved in answering: Global and detailed comprehension

Item level estimated B1

Listening 
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GERMAN

Statistical Report

Statistical Report (Whole Task)

mean facility (p) 0.889

mean biserial 0.658

mean difficulty (Rasch) The examples are from the Sample Test 
which has been analysed by classical item 
analysis (Microcat) only

Sample size 306

Statistical Report (Individual Items)

Item 46 Item 47 Item 48 Item 54 Item 55
Prop. Correct 0.78 0.76 0.86 0.83 0.88

Disc. Index 0.41 0.35 0.31 0.40 0.15

Point Biser. 0.50 0.41 0.50 0.50 0.25
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