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Programme of the Fifth Congress of social workers 

and social pedagogues 

“25th anniversary of social work in Russia: 

Yesterday, Today, Tomorrow”

Dates - 28-29 April 2016

Place - Moscow

Organizers – Union of Social Workers and Social Pedagogues, Ministry of 

Labour and Social Development of Russia, Moscow City Social Services 

Department

Number of participants - 1200



28 April 2016

9.30-13.00 – Workshops

Workshop №1: “Innovations in social services development. Russia and 

International projects in social sphere. New trends in social work”

Place – Ministry of Labor and Social Development of Russian Federation

Address – Iliinka Str., 21

Number of participants – 200 

Moderators:

Svetlana Petrova – director of the department of the Ministry of Labour and 

social Development

Elena Topoleva – chair of the Public Council of Ministry of Labour and social 

Protection of Russia

Lubov Kukushkina – head of social services, Vladimir region

Andrey Zlokazov – head of social services, Sverdlovsk region

Workshop №2: “Public diplomacy: role of social workers and social 

pedagogues in international cooperation. European Social Charter – the 

step towards economic and social progress”

Place - Public Chamber of RF

Address – Miusskaya sq. 7, build.1

Number of participants - 150

Moderators:

Elena Sutormina – chair of the public diplomacy and support to Russians 

abroad committee of the Public Chamber of RF



Regis Brillat (France) – Head of European Social Charter Department, Council 

of Europe

Lenara Ivanova – minister of Labour and Social Protection of Bashkortostan

Main speakers

Жаклин Марешаль (France) - representative of the ministry of social 

cohesion of France;

John Richards (United Kingdom) - Head of Planning and Service 

Development, Isle of Man Government  

Irina Uvarova – deputy Head of Social Services Department of Khanty-

Mansiisk region

Véronique FOGUENNE (Belgium) - Professor, International relationship 

officer, University of Liege

Natalia Pahomova – president of Yakutia branch of Union of social workers 

and social pedagogues

Tony Widmer – OBE, member of the Board of the Union of social workers and 

social pedagogues

Marc Mossoux (Belgium) - Professor, International relationship officer, 

University of Liege

Le Thi Thuan Tam (Vietnam), professor of Women Academy, Ho Chi Min

Workshop № 3: “Legislation in social sphere – how to regulate it”

Place – State Duma (Parliament) of RF

Address – Okhotny Ryad, 1

Number of participants – 70

Moderators:

Sergey Zheleaznyak – deputy head of the Russia State Duma

Olga Batalina – head of social policy committee of Russia State Duma

Ekaterina Smoroda – head of social services, Ulianovsk region



Sergey Orus – head of social services, Lipetsk region

Marina Antimonova – head of social services, Samara region

Workshop №4:  “Social work with the eyes of the youth”

Meeting of young social workers with Valentina Matvienko – chair of the 
Council of the Russian Federation 

Place – Council of Federation (Russia Senat)

Address – Dmitrovka, 26

Number of participants – 80

Moderators:

Galina Karelova - deputy head of the Council of Federation of RF;

Vladimir Petrosyan – minister of the Moscow City Government.

Main speakers:

Valery Ryazansky – head of the social policy committee of the Council of 

Federation of RF

Ludmila Kostkina – first deputy head of the social policy committee of the 

Council of Federation of RF

      

Workshop №5: “Equal rights – equal opportunities”

   

Place – Guest Chambers 

Address – Iliinka, 4



Number of participants – 80 

Moderators and speakers 

Alexandr Bavelsky – chair of the Disability Association for accessibility and 

universal designs

Sergey Pykhtin – head of social services, Novosibirsk region

Alexandra Philippova – head of social services, Jewish republic

Main speakers

Ray Jones - Professor of Social Work, Kingston University, England

Lidya Shlenskaya –deputy head of the social department of Ziv hospital (Israel)

Tatyana Gleiser – social worker of the Ziv hospital (Israel)

Workshop №6: “Dissemination of the best practices of working with 

children and families”

Place -

Address -

Number of participants – 50

Moderators:

Marina Gordeeva – chair of the children Fund;

Larisa Kamanina – head of social services, Vologda region;

Alexandr Ivanov – dean of social pedagogy department, professor.

Workshop №7: «Modern approaches to the training of social workers and 

discussion on professional standards for social work profession» 

Place - Russian State Social University

Address - Vilhelm Pik str., 4, build. 1

Number of participants - 120 

Moderators:



Natalya Pochinok - Rector of the University

Valeria Sizikova - Dean of social work faculty

Ludmila Neshadim - head of social services department, Leningrad region

Andrey Panov - deputy Minister of Social Protection of Russia (1994-1998)

15.00-18.00 – The joint meeting “Charity, religion and social services together 

to the more cohesive society” (Cathedral of Christ the Saviour)

   

Number of participants - 700

Greetings and speeches:

Bishop Panteleimon – vicar of the Patriarch of the Russian Orthodox Church

Antonina Dashkina - president of the Russia Union of social workers and 

social pedagogues

Elena Sutormina – chair of the public diplomacy and support to Russians 

abroad committee of the Public Chamber of RF, vice – chair of the Russian 

Peace Fund

Marina Gordeeva – chair of the Fund supporting children in difficult situations

Maria Morozova – general director of the Charity Fund of Elena and Gennady 

Timchenko

Mikhail Firsov – deputy Rector of the social work programmes of the Russian 

Orthodox University

Launch of the Fund to support social workers



29.04.2016

Place: Pillar Hall of House of Unions

   

The House of the Unions (also called "Palace of Unions") is a historical building in the 

Tverskoy District of central Moscow, Russia. It is situated on the corner of Bolshaya 

Dmitrovka and Okhotny Ryad streets.

The Pillar Hall was named after 28 internal Corinthian columns, all wood with white faux 

marble finish. It has arguably the best acoustics in Moscow and has always been a prime stage 

for classical music. Today it is still very close to Kazakov's original, despite numerous 

exterior alterations (the last of which was made from1903-1908).

Address B/Dmitrovka, 1

Number of participants - 1200

08.30-09.45 – registration of delegates

10.00-13.00 – Opening of the Congress  

10.00 – 11.30 – Greetings and awards 

Maxim Topilin – Minister of Labour and Social Protection of Russian 

Federation

Members of Russia Duma (Parliament)

International guests

Antonina Dashkina – president of Union of Social Workers and Social 

Pedagogues, vice-president of INGO Conference of the Council of Europe

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Classical_music
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Faux_marble
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Faux_marble
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indo-Corinthian_capital
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Okhotny_Ryad_(street)&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moscow
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tverskoy_District


11.30 – 12.15 “Yesterday”

Moderator – Andrey Panov- ex-deputy Minister of Russian Federation

History of social work in Russia: legislation. Setting up and developing social

services, training of social workers, international programmes and projects

Inga Grebesheva – ex-deputy Prime Minister of Russian Federation

Ludmila Bezlepkina – ex-minister of social protection of population of Russia

Evdokia Kholostova – director of retraining Institute of social workers of 

Moscow City

Tony Widmer – OBE, director of the Russian European Trust for Welfare 

reforms (1993 - 2015) 

Presentation of the book “25 years of Social Work in Russia”

12.15 – 13.30 “Today”  

Modern social services development: variety of services, the role of social 

workers in the social policy in Russia today.

Presentations:

Galina Karelova – deputy Chair of Council of Federation of RF (Senator)

Vladimir Petrosyan – minister of Moscow City Government? Head of Moscow 

City social services department

Natalya Pakhomova – chair of Yakutia branch of the Union of social workers 

and social pedagogues

Ivan Ulyanchenko – minister of social protection department, Stavropolsky 

region

Field social worker - Vologda region

13.30 – 15.00 – Lunch

15.00 – 16.30 “Tomorrow”

Future of Social Work profession in Russia



Presentations:

Olga Batalina – Chair of the social policy committee of the State Duma 

(Parliament) of RF

Natalya Pochinok – rector of Russia State Social University

Ekaterina Smoroda – head of social services and social welfare department, 

Ulyanovsk region

Marina Ilina – executive director of the Union of social workers and social 

pedagogues

Closing ceremony

17.30-19.00 - reception
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