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Mr Abel Campos 
Senior Administrator
(Human Rights meetings and monitoring mechanisms)
Secretariat of the Committee of Ministers
Council of Europe
Palais de l’Europe
F-67075 Strasbourg
France

VIA EMAIL & MAIL

Dear Mr Campos

Re: Application nos. 16064/90, 16068/90, 16070/90, 16072/90 and 16073/90
Varnava and Others v Turkey, Judgment dated 18 September 2009

I refer to the abovementioned matter and would be grateful if you could express my thanks 
to the Committee of Ministers for its Interim Resolution CM/Res DH (2013) 201.

Unfortunately, the Respondent Government has still failed to comply with its unconditional 
obligations set by the said judgment and would be grateful if this is brought up at the 
forthcoming Committee meeting between 3 - 5  December 2013.

It is astonishing that the Respondent Government is allowed to get away with this inaction 
and silence. It actually amounts to what, in Common Law, would be considered as 
contempt of Court. I therefore call upon the Committee of Ministers to take whatever 
further action is required to bring about the enforcement of the said judgment.

Furthermore, given the fact that I will not be travelling to Strasbourg next week I would like, 
without prejudice and with full reservation of rights, to withdraw my offer to attend the 
forthcoming meeting of the Committee of Ministers to explain further my proposal for 
elevating the Committee of Missing Persons to an effective domestic remedy. Perhaps 
you may want to put my proposal to them as part of your discussion.

I also thought the Committee of Ministers would be interested in the attached statement of 
the President of the Republic of Cyprus dated 7 November 2013 who actually 
acknowledges that "The time limits for the effective investigation of the fate of our missing 
have narrowed and are being exhausted everyday that goes by”.
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I would be grateful if this matter is brought to the attention of the Members of the 
Committee of Ministers pursuant to Rule 9 of its Rules for the Supervision of the Execution 
of Judgments and the Respondent Government is requested to honour the said judgment.

I remain at your disposal should you require any clarifications on the abovementioned.

Thanking you in advance for your cooperation.

Yours sincere!

Achilleas Demetriades

Enc

ce: DG Human Rights & Legal Affairs
Directorate o f Monitoring
Departm ent for the Execution of ECHR Judgments 
Council o f Europe 
F-67075 Strasbourg, Cedex 
France
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The issue o f the m issing persons is m ost trag ic  dim ension o f the dram a th a t the people o f Cyprus live 
through  fo r a  few  decades now.

The fam ilies o f the missing experience th is  dram a every day, more than any o ther category o f people. For 
nan a  centu ry  all those who have m issing persons dating from  the  even ts  o f 1963-1964, and for nearly four 
decades all those who lost track o f  the ir own people during the Invasion, are torm ented and a re  suffering 
irom  the agony and the uncerta in ty , the  d oub t and the fear about the fate  o f th e ir  loved ones.

The p rim ary  and indispensable condition fo r th e  entire  process o f the  investigation is  to  secure the 
necessary in form ation and to  locate and excavate  the sites where the  m issinc are buried. I t  is the  firs t and 
decisive s tep , the firs t phase fo r the beginning o f  the  arduous sc ientific  process tha t follows.

And th a t is why 1 appeal to  a ll those who know  o r have in form ation  about the sites where there are buried 
m issing Turkish Cyprio ts o r missing G reek C yprio ts and fallen from  the 1963-64 period a n d /o r the two 
phases o f the  invasion o f 1974, to  g ive us th is  in form ation and to  provide the  appropria te  au thorities  and 
the C om m ittee on Missing Persons In Cyprus w ith  all the evidence in th e ir  possession.

The tim e  lim its  fo r the e ffective  investigation o f  the fa te  o f all o u r m issing have narrowed and a re  being 
exhausted w ith  every day that goes by. We m ust now act decisively, to  find and open the graves, to  give 
answers to  the re la tives o f the missing about th e  fate o f the ir loved ones and to  hea l the wounds o f  the

I expect from  a ll those who can contribu te  to  th is  purpose by provid ing in form ation and evidence, Greek 
C yprio ts and Turkish Cypriots, to  perfo rm  th e ir  e th ica l, hum anitarian and patrio tic  du ty .
I  expect from  Turkey, in particular, to  respect its  legal obligations and its  trea ty  com m itm en ts  and to 
contribu te  decisively to the solution o f th is  enorm ous and lingering hum an itarian  issue by opening the 
a rch ives o f the Turkish m ilita ry  and by a llow ing  free access to  the  Com m ittee on Missing Persons in Cyprus 
to  th e  m ilita ry  areas in the  occupied areas b u t also in its  own te rrito ry .

As in the past, the G overnm ent o f the Republic o f Cyprus w ill continue  to  support by a ll possible means the 
very im po rtan t hum anitarian w o rk o f the C om m ittee on Missing Persons in Cyprus. I take th is  opportun ity  to 
thank pub lic ly the  Government o f  Kuwait fo r its  recent decision to  p rovide the  a m o un t o f  200.000 euro to 
cover the needs o f the Com m ittee on Missing Persons in  Cyprus.
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