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Réunion : 
 

1214 réunion (2-4 décembre 2014) (DH) 

Référence du point : Communication de “Police Ombudsman for Northern 
Ireland” (05/11/2014) concernant l’affaire McKerr contre 
Royaume-Uni (requête n° 28883/95) et réponse de »s 
autorités (14/11/2014) (anglais uniquement). 

  
Informations mises à disposition en vertu de la Règle 8.2.a des Règles du Comité des Ministres pour la 
surveillance de l’exécution des arrêts et des termes des règlements amiables. 
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Representative, without prejudice to the legal or political position of the Committee of Ministers. 

Les documents distribués à la demande d’un/e Représentant/e le sont sous la seule responsabilité dudit/de 
ladite Représentant/e, sans préjuger de la position juridique ou politique du Comité des Ministres. 
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Pol’ci g Policy a 1d S rategy Diision
Rosemary ray lord

Block A Castle Budings
Stormont
BELFAST
BT4 3SG
Tel 028 9052 2740
Fax 028 9052 0063
email Rosemary Crawford@dojni x gsi gov Uk

Ms CorinneAmat
Your referenceHead of Division Our reference

Directorate General
Human Rights and Rule of Law
Department for the Execution of
Judgments of the European Court of
Human Rights
Council of Europe

14 November2014

Dear Ms Amat

Subject: McKerr Group v, United Kingdom (application n°28883195) Judgment of
41512001, final on 4/8/2001

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the correspondence to the Counsel from
the Police Ombudsman for Northern Ireland in respect of the general measures in the
above case Before dealing specifically with the question of funding for the
Ombudsman’s Office, I would make the following general observations,

As our Minister, David Ford, pointed out to the Assembly’s Committee for Justice
recently, the justice system in Northern Ireland is funded to deal with the present, not
the past The Department of Justice has been dealing with the past through coroners
inquests and the work of the Police Ombudsman and the PSNI’s Historic Enquiries
Team, but there are Article 2 obligations to protect the life of people today, as well as to
investigate deaths in the past, and we must strike a balance.

The Minister made precisely these points to Commissioner Muinieks when they met
last week. He emphasised that we needed a new specialist unit something like the
Historical Investigations Unit that was recommended by Richard Haass last year. and
that we should seek funding for that from the United Kingdom government. To judge
from his closing remarks to the transitional justice uriference he was attending, the
Commissioner accepted that the UK’s responsibilities included funding.

The Department of Justice fully acknowledges the responsibility on the State to conduct
Article 2compliant investigations into historic cases involving State actors, but it is
simply not possible to fund those investigations to the level sought from the justice
budget.
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1 urning now to the Ombudsman’s Office when funding allocations we e made fo the

Budget 201115 period, that Office was the only area in the justice system that

received a resource cash increase (of £271,000, or 3% ove the four years) in its

budge from the Department

In March 2012 the Department approved a business case for £2m pe annum for six

years for funding investigations into historic cases. In January 2014 the

Ombudsman submitted a revised business case seeking in excess of an additional

£1 m per annum for such investigations. The Department was unable to provide this

in full in 201415, but hoped funding of £400,000 might be redirected from other

areas within the Departmental core: however, when the scale of the budgetary

reductions facing the Department in the current and future years became apparent,

that was no longer possible.

In the context of the current financial situation facing the Northern Ireland Executive,

there has been no option but to require the Ombudsman s Office along with all othe

areas of the justice system, to apply reductions to its budget At one point these

would have amounted to 62% inyear We have recently been able to reduce that to

44% making the Ombudsman s Office one of the most protected, in funding terms

of the bodies we sponsor However all of our sponsored bodies have been asked to

assess the impact of further reductions in budget of 10% and 15% n 2015-16.

I hope the Council finds this information helpful

Yours sincerely

ROSEMARY CRAWFORD
Deputy Director
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