The MEDSCAPES Initiative

Landscape Character Assessment as a tool for theeGa@tion
of Natural Values in the Eastern Mediterranean

Landscapes result from the way different componesftsour

environment — both natural and cultural — interaogether and are
perceived and understood by people (European Lamasc
Convention)

Project Description and Aims

MedScapes is a project that aims at the scien#ftording and mapping of landscapes in the eastern
Mediterranean. Its target is to contribute towaadsomprehensive mapping of landscapes conducting a
systematic and integrated use of spatial dataahlail by all stakeholders in the participating ddes,
contributing towards the protection and sustainaeleelopment of the various landscapes of the negio
The outcomes of the project would be useful both Mesearch and decision-making, while the
overarching goal is to develop a method that wilt as an advisory tool for drawing sustainable
development strategies in the participating coaatand beyond.

The MedScapes project is a two-year collaboratetwéen Cyprus, Greece, Jordan and the Lebanon. A
total of four universities and four non-governménieganisations (NGOs), one each from the above
countries participate in the project, led by tle®na Foundation for the Conservation and Regemnamat

of the Cypriot CountrysideThe Cyprus Department of Town Planning and Haysiesponsible for the
coordination of the implementation of the Européamdscape Convention in Cyprus, is an associate
partner of the project. MedScapes is funded byEim®pean Neighbourhood and Partnership instrument
(ENPI)* for initiatives between EU and other Mediterraneanntries.

By developing landscape maps as a tool, the prayéos to provide support to decision-makers
responsible for land use and regional plannindnénfour participating countries, while raising aeraess
about the character of local landscapes and theal&nvironments they support.

! The 2007-2013 ENPI CBC Mediterranean Sea BasigrBnome is a multilateral Cross-Border Cooperatittiaitive funded
by the European Neighbourhood and Partnershipuimemnt (ENPI). The Programme objective is to praibe sustainable and
harmonious cooperation process at the MediterraBeein level by dealing with the common challengesl enhancing its
endogenous potential. It finances cooperationegtejas a contribution to the economic, socialjrenmental and cultural
development of the Mediterranean region. The Valig 14 countries participate in the Programme: r@gp Egypt, France,
Greece, Israel, ltaly, Jordan, Lebanon, Malta, fiale, Portugal, Spain, Syria (participation cutifesuspended) and Tunisia.
The Joint Managing Authority (JMA) is the AutononsoRegion of Sardinia (Italy). Official Programnaguages are Arabic,
English and Frenchwiww.enpicbcmed.gu Total budget is €1.1M (with 90% EU contributjon



Given that the eastern Mediterranean landscapes $@ecial characteristics shared by the countfies o
the region, the project aims to produce a commothou®logy for mapping and assessing landscapes
which can be used by decision makers and taughmiwversities. Mapping will include the cultural,
ecological, geological, spatial and other elemefithe landscape. In this way, a holistic undemditag

of the dynamics at play in different areas of antpuor region will be provided, so as to bettepragiate
and manage the ever-evolving nature of landscafdss knowledge will allow new methods to be
developed to identify, assess and preserve edsentia aspects of landscape character. Moreover,
various elements of the project, such as the pafidic of a best practice methodology, the elabanabif

a community participative process and a risk assess tool, the establishment of a Landscape
Observatory and the production of educational nefewill help develop and enrich the concept of
landscape and its role in the eastern Mediterranéasignificant part of this process is that Medfes

will involve local people and other stakeholdersrifiuencing the evolution of the landscapes inahhi
they live.

Grazing fields around Fourka village, Epirus, Greece © MedINA

Milestonesin Project Implementation

The first meeting of the project was held in Ma2®14 in Limassol, Cyprus, bringing together in
collaboration the four universities and four NG@snfi Greece, Cyprus, Jordan and the Lebanon, all
project partners for the protection and enhanceroetiie eastern Mediterranean region’s landscapes.
This marked the project’s inception, which amonigeo$, aims at the scientific recording and mapping
the unique landscapes of the eastern Mediterranefine meeting was attended by a total of 25
representatives from partner countries. Amongpidmicipants were representatives of the nationdl a
European managing authorities, as well as the Gyprepartment of Town Planning and Housing, an
associate partner of the project.

During the meeting, participants prepared the gidian a better implementation and organised thst fir
activities of this ambitious two-year project, whiwill contribute towards the compilation of landpe
maps in order to make better use of topographiccher landscape-related data by all stakeholders i
the countries involved. The landscape charactsasnent (LCA) mapping that will be produced during
the project will help the protection and sustaipatiévelopment of diverse areas and regions, based o
their landscape character. It should be notedtt®aproject was evaluated both by Cyprus govermmen
and European bodies as one of the best initiafioesross-border cooperation on environmental and
development thematic areas. Additionally, fromimtseption, the project sought to identify stakeleos
and secure an understanding of how stakeholdecgigerlandscape, its uses and the usefulness &€ pub
participation.

Immediately after the kick-off meeting, a crossdmrconference was held, attended by a total dfythi
scientists, professionals and experts in the afrdé@andscape characterisation from European ancgmeast

2 The Laona Foundation for the Conservation and Regeion of the Cypriot Countryside and the Opetivehsity of Cyprus
(Cyprus); the Mediterranean Institute for Nature &mthropos (MedINA) and the University of the Aege(Greece); the Royal
Society for the Conservation of Nature and the Gerdordanian University (Jordan); the Society far Protection of Nature
and the American University of Beirut (Lebanon).



Mediterranean countries. The aim was to exchangertise and previous experience in landscape
characterisation, with civil participation duriniget process. The Conference was organised by theala
Foundation, in collaboration with the University &eading and the Cyprus Department of Town
Planning and Housing. During the Conference, st Bpplication and similar practices from England,
Italy, Portugal and Spain were presented, in otddve implemented during the process of landscape
character assessment mapping in Cyprus GreeceanJamt the Lebanon. In addition to the project
partners, government and regional authority repitasiges from Cyprus, Greece and the Lebanon also
participated in the discussion.

In April 2014, 22 experts from all the project'stpars and the Cyprus Department of Town Plannity a
Housing attended a five-day training course in Niapin order to develop a common understanding of
the methodology for the characterisation, dateectithn, desk work, map preparation and field vaiaa
processes to be used to map their respective lapéesc The training was led by the Open Univesity
Cyprus in collaboration with Dr Geoffrey Griffithaf Reading University (UK) and experts Steven
Warnock and Nick Symons. Participants had the dppity to conduct field validation trips to land
description units prepared during the classworke Tethodology of the LCA is explicitly explained i
the training manual that was produced for the nafethis training workshop. All representatives are
expected to work closely together during the imm@atation of the LCA methodology in their regions.

By May 2014, teams in the four participating coiggtthad started work on the process of mapping thei
respective landscapes, initially by using digitizedps and later by validating findings in the fielcevel

1 maps (mapping of landscapes at a smaller detdilat 1:250,000 scale) as well as Level 2 maps
(greater detail at 1:50,000 scale) will be produdadng the project for the whole island of Cypard
selected pilot areas in Greece, Jordan and thenbebaDuring the desk work stage, a time-consuming
process of data acquisition and development prectue development of provisional land description
units (LDUs), the basic landscape types that absequently confirmed and refined during the field
validation process that follows. At the same tirtie project websitewww.enpi-medscapes.grgvas

prepared and launched by the Open University ofr@yjin collaboration with all other partners, with
information about the project and its partners, si@about the progress of work, photographs, supmprti
material etc. At a later stage, an electronicfptat based on the website will be created to supber
operation of the envisagedLdndscape Observatory of the Eastern Mediterrafiean valuable
consultative and networking tool for sustainableali@oment in the region.

Photos from the Wine Villages workshop in Cypruspanticipative landscape survey (November 2014)

In November 2014, MedScapes representatives atlemderkshop organised by the Local Development
Pilot Project of the Wine Villages of Limas3oéntitled ‘Identification, assessment and management of

% The project is part of the wider programme of @euncil of Europe under the thematic aréadal Development Pilot
Projects: the contribution of heritage to local amdgional developmeht This collaboration will provide selected local
authorities with an innovative regional developmglan, based on the local distinctive charactesstif the area, focusing on its
cultural heritage and landscapes, while at the stime enabling the Cyprus Department of Town Plagrind Housing to



the Landscape SurvéyAmong its other objectives, the Wine Villagd&lot Project attempts to identify
and map the vineyards landscape of Limassol Distri€yprus and thus MedScapes experts attended to
contribute to this effort. The purpose of the vabrip was to explore the different methodologies for
identifying landscapes and training participanttaimiscape identification and character assessnvéht,

a specific focus on participatory approach for the sustainable management of culturd natural
heritage. The MedScapes methodology was presemgdliscussed at the workshop on the first day,
while the second day was devoted to the discussidparticipatory landscape management’ with the
local residents and community leaders.

iR

Photos from the Byblos workshop in the Lebanonh@aHimaland stewardship system (February 2015)

The MedScapes project aims to implement pionedengscape management methods, involving local
communities and their residents in the sustainadsieagement and protection of these landscapesle Whi
the Wine Villages experience in Cyprus helped exgthe participatory approach in a southern Eunopea
context, a respective participatory methodology waglied in a Middle Eastern context. Thus, in
February 2015, a MedScapes workshop was organistmiLebanese historic town of Byblos, with the
participation of all eight partners. Training feed on the traditional landscape management method
“Hima,” a system practiced in the Arab world, in manysvaimilar to the Europedand stewardship
concept. Hima means ‘protected area’ in Arabic; it involves anoounity-based approach used for the
conservation of sites, species and habitats, manhgelocal communities in order to achieve the
sustainable use of natural resources. It origthatere than 1,500 years ago and spread across the
Arabian Peninsula as a tribal system of sustainatdeagement of natural resources in fragile desert
ecosystems. It was applied as a system for origgnisnaintaining, regulating, and utilising natural
pasture and rangelands in a way that was fitting Yeical practices, further evolving to encompasges
and ethical values, with all decisions made byldlsal communities themselves.

In May 2015, the Centre for the Study of Naturad &ultural Heritage in Jordan, in collaborationtwit
the Royal Society for the Conservation of Naturlel lzeday-long stakeholder meeting for the MedScapes
project at the Royal Academy for Nature Conservaiio the castle-town of Ajloun. The meeting,
attended by project partners as well as about afeauics, local, regional and national level officiiz

the sectors of local government, water managemaméjronment and agriculture, highlighted the
importance of the project to the Jordanian staldgre| how the landscape character assessment was
applied to the pilot study areas in the YarmoukeRiBasin, in the north of the country, and Mujib,
extending west of the Jordan Rift Valley, as welhaw the traditional concept Hima can be successful

in a modern perspective and how it is used forasugble management in a natural context. The ngpeti
concluded with a lively debate about how LCA cobédused and the need for further development of the
technique, as well as how to integrate it intodpatial planning process.

More recently, in September 2015, the project martbniversity of the Aegean, organised an
international summer school course titl€dhining in Landscape Character Assessment Metlaob
Tools on the island of Lesbos in Greece. This was dirae training students, educators and

investigate new approaches in spatial planning aittemphasis on the public’'s involvement and teefiefrom the experience
of participating countries and experts.



professionals involved in landscape issues, onsasmmt tools and methods, as well as landscape
character mapping, risk assessment and participat@mnagement of landscape as a public good,
specifically with regard to the wider region of thastern Mediterranean, on thematic fields andsskil
related to the assessment and mapping of landsclagecter at regional and national levels; the
implementation and use of risk assessment model$afmiscapes; and participatory governance and
management of the landscape as a common public gbtmtal community level.

The MedScapes final conference is planned to tiaepn Jordan, in early December 2015.

The Cyprus Team and Project Dynamics

<y

Photos from the Limassol inception conference &ild fvork in Cyprus (March-April 2014)

The NGO Laona Foundation for the Conservation and Regemamabf the Cypriot Countryside
coordinates the project, ensuring it is implememtétin its time schedule and budget, and striviog
the best possible outcome of its actions. Accgrdinthe Foundation’s executive director, Dr Artemi
Yiordamli, MedScapes will help protect the counialgs by highlighting that landscape, besides its
aesthetic value, is the appropriate space-framehith to take decisions on regional development,
planning and land use. The risk assessment taohiil be developed under the project will provide
comprehensive package that can be used in ordpreftict (and avoid) plans or developments with
negative effects on the landscape, as well as #teral and cultural heritage it accompanies. The
communication campaign of the project will conttbbuowards raising awareness among the general
public and stakeholders, while the training packimgee developed will contribute to the educatién o
university graduates in landscape mapping and atiatu

The main role of the Open University of Cyprushie toordination of work related to the implemeiotati
of landscape character assessment (LCA) in theeEalstediterranean context. This includes mapping o
landscapes and educating project partners in tlipping process, developing a protocol for LCA
mapping, coordinating mapping work in Cyprus aneating the project’'s website. According to the
University's team leader, Dr loannis Vogiatzakisgedo its particular climate and millennial histotlye
Mediterranean Basin saw the emergence of manyizztibns, supported by a rich natural environment
and a wealth of cultural influences. The MedScapegect will provide a common framework for the
assessment and management of landscape in thiseurggion of the world, where cultural and natural
heritage are so inextricably linked.

This paper was compiled and edited, on the basimatierial provided by the MedScapes team, by
Phaedon Enotiadespatial planning expert at the Department of ToRlanning and Housing of the
Cyprus Ministry of the Interior, an associate pamtrand final beneficiary of the MedScapes project.



