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RECREATIONAL BOATING AND 
INVASIVE ALIEN SPECIES 

Emma Barton 

Executive Secretary, Environment  
European Boating Association 

 

THE EUROPEAN BOATING ASSOCIATION 

• EBA is the representative body for all recreational boat users 
in Europe and was founded in 1982 

• EBA membership:   Representing: 

– 29 national federations   - 1.5 million boat owners 

– 18 countries   - 20 million active participants 

 

• EBA exists to provide a channel for communication for boat 
users to be informed and consulted about EU legislation, and 
to make their views known to the European Institutions.  

• The work of the EBA covers Environmental, Technical and 
Regulatory issues. 



12/06/2015 

2 

18 COUNTRIES REPRESENTED 

Austria  Belgium  Denmark 

Finland  France  Germany 

Iceland  Ireland  Italy 

Netherlands  Norway  Poland 

Romania  Spain   Sweden 

Switzerland  Turkey  United Kingdom 

OBSERVER 
ORGANISATIONS 

National Boating 
Federation (USA)  

European Boating Industry 

European Sailing 
Federation  

Inland Waterways 
International 

General Secretary: 
Stuart Carruthers                  RYA  

Regulatory Secretary: 
Gus Lewis                               RYA 

Environmental Secretary: 
Emma Barton         RYA 

SECRETARIAT 
(UK) 
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OUR EXPERIENCE: POLICY 

• Observer membership of OSPAR 

• Membership of MSFD and WFD Working Groups 

• EU Marine Strategy Navigation Group 

• Development of the Regulation 

• GB Non Native Species Secretariat 

A CODE OF 
CONDUCT FOR 
RECREATIONAL 

BOATING 
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OUR APPROACH 

• Awareness, education, 
training  

– promoting and spreading the 
message 

– encouraging everyone to do 
what they can 

• Biosecurity measures 

– On the water 

– After use 

– On land 

– Antifouling 
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LOCATION 
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TYPE OF BOAT 

BIOSECURITY 
FOR SMALL 

BOATS 
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BIOSECURITY FOR POWERBOATS 

BIOSECURITY 
FOR LARGE 

BOATS 
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KEY MESSAGES 

• Promote and spread the 
message 

• Implement basic biosecurity 
measures 

• Encourage everyone to do what 
they can, in particular check and 
clean equipment 

• Important not to limit action 
only to some locations – 
everyone, everywhere, 
everytime 

 

EUROPEAN BOATING ASSOCIATION 

www.eba.eu.com 

emma.barton@rya.org.uk  

 

 


