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We, Arab and European youth, met in Strasbourg for the 5th Euro-Arab Youth Forum
dedicated to Learning and Practicing Citizenship. We discussed the meanings and practices
of citizenship by young people and the challenges we face in our paths to autonomy. We
strongly believe in the importance of Euro-Arab youth cooperation and dialogue, we
appreciate the long-term commitment by the Council of Europe and League of Arab States to
this process.

We experience very diverse realities across European and Arab countries - notably in terms of
opportunities, access and practices of youth participation. As young people we share a
common will to exercise our right to participation in all spheres of society, regardless of the
cultural backgrounds and state of economic development of our societies. We are committed
to democratic citizenship based on human rights, freedom of expression, the rule of law and
the respect for pluralism and diversity.

Nonetheless, we are facing challenges that are hindering our access to fully, fairly and equally
exercise our human rights. These include lack of spaces, means, support and opportunities for
youth participation, weak representation of youth in decision-making processes and lack of
trust or understanding of the current political systems in some of our countries.

Children and young people have to be provided with citizenship education and opportunities
to practice active citizenship from an early age. Youth work, and youth organizations,
alongside with formal education providers, play a central role in this respect and should be
encouraged and supported.

Structured spaces and frameworks for youth participation should be created, with the
involvement of young people and youth organisations, in order to facilitate young people’s
participation in all stages of decision-making processes.

The European and Arab regions are facing violent conflicts in several parts. The regions will
not be able to offer young people opportunities to participate and prosper, without peace.
Young people are central actors in building peaceful societies and in countering and
preventing violent extremism. Participants of the Forum call for the implementation of the
Amman Youth Declaration on Youth, Peace and Security.

We are appalled by the current refugee situation in the European and Arab regions. The
ongoing conflicts are the direct reasons of this ongoing situation. We call on all member states
of the Council of Europe and of the League of Arab States to live up to their international
commitments and duties to safeguard human rights, with regards to this crisis. Member states
need to make more efforts to host fleeing refugees from conflict. We are especially worried
about the fate and the way of handling unaccompanied minors.

As young people from the European and Arab regions, we are facing a number of related
concerns. In many countries in the regions the space for civil society is shrinking, there is
poor access to social rights, corruption is rampant and governments are not accountable to
their citizens. As regards inclusive and diverse societies, member states should ensure
participation for all - including all genders, nationals and non-nationals, and minorities.

European and Arab young people together with the Council of Europe and the League of
Arab States need to tackle these important issues that limit the fulfilment of citizenship,



participation and freedom of expression. Hence, we are proposing the following action points
to be implemented before the next Euro-Arab Youth Forum:

- Supporting the set-up of a “Euro-Arab youth group” to follow-up on the outputs from
this Forum consisting of participants from the Arab and European sides.

- Ensuring that information about educational opportunities and resources for youth
citizenship and participation in both regions is available in English and Arabic on the
websites of the Council of Europe and of the League of Arab States, and is regularly
updated.

- Organizing a long-term Euro-Arab training of trainers on citizenship and youth
participation.

- Researching the possibilities for a funding mechanism to support youth-led Euro-Arab
initiatives and activities.

- Encouraging the involvement of young people, youth organisations and public
institutions in awareness-raising and educational campaigns against hatred, hate
speech and terrorism.

- Establishing a network of Alumni of the Euro-Arab Youth Forums, in order to ensure
and sustain the platform for cooperation networking and dialogue among active
European and Arab Youth.

- Encouraging more direct cooperation between youth organisations from both
European and Arab regions.

- Encouraging more direct cooperation between youth organisations and the public
sector.

We welcome city of Strasbourg’s involvement in the Forum; cities have an important role to
play in dialogue and cooperation, as well as structured participation.

We appreciate the efforts of the Anna Lindh Foundation and welcome their work to support
Euro-Arab cooperation in the field of citizenship and participation.

We value the European Youth Forum’s role as partner in this Forum and its support to ensure
sustainable youth participation in Euro-Arab youth cooperation.

We thank the Council of Europe and the League of Arab States for having organised this
forum and securing its follow-up.
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