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institution, instrumental for the “creation of Europe,” and in my capacity as Chairwoman o

raison d’être

                                                           
1
 According to the Bruegel Institute, in 20-30 years there will not be a single European country in the G8. 

http://www.bruegel.org/nc/blog/detail/article/1250-for-a-euro-community
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deleterious dreams of recovering the former Soviet Union’s geostrategic role. 

                                                           
2
 Julia Kristina, Crisis of the European Subject, 2000. 

3
 The Copenhagen European Council (1993) defined the criteria that, according to the principles laid down 

in the Treaty on the European Union (1992), had to be met by countries seeking accession. These criteria 
were: 1) political and institutional criteria (European state, according to the geopolitical concept of Europe, 
stability of institutions guaranteeing democracy, the rule of law, human rights and respect for and 
protection of minorities); 2) economic criteria (a functioning market economy and the capacity to cope with 
competition and market forces) and 3) administrative and institutional capacity to effectively implement 
the acquis. 
4
 Speech by Mariano Rajoy, at the ceremony to award the Carlos V European Prize to José Manuel Durao 

Barroso, Yuste (Caceres), January 16
th

 2014. 

http://www.lamoncloa.gob.es/IDIOMAS/9/Presidente/Intervenciones/Discursos/20140116_Rajoy_DuraoBarroso_CharlesVaward.htm
http://www.lamoncloa.gob.es/IDIOMAS/9/Presidente/Intervenciones/Discursos/20140116_Rajoy_DuraoBarroso_CharlesVaward.htm
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A harsh reality reinforced by the opinion of a majority of Europe’s citizens. 

“ ”

perceived as “yesterday’s business”, 

return to yesterday’s world. 

                                                           
5
 Pew Research Centre, Global Attitudes Project, updated in July with polling data from 2013 spring survey. 

6
 Felipe González warned in June 2008 that the EU was experiencing a "sweet decay", La Razón, May 28 

2009 
7
 

Europe's economy and society, page 6. 

http://www.pewglobal.org/database/indicator/28/survey/all/response/Unfavorable/
http://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=es&tl=en&u=http://www.larazon.es/detalle_hemeroteca/noticias/LA_RAZON_132900/gonzalez-dice-que-la-ue-vive-una-dulce-decadencia
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based on “cooked” results

Marine Le Pen’s Geert Wilders’ 

                                                           
8 Standard Eurobarometer 80, Public opinión in the European Union, Autumn 2013. 
9
 Following an alliance of convenience entered into last November, these parties will create their own group 

in the EP. 
10 In 1990, a proposal for European Citizenship was submitted by Spain, according to which a third sphere 
of rights and duties would be created. This third area would make the EU citizen a citizen of the Union. The 
content of this citizenship includes not only freedom of movement and residence, but also the right of 
political participation in the place of residence. 

http://ec.europa.eu/public_opinion/archives/eb/eb80/eb80_first_en.pdf
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/monkey-cage/wp/2014/02/11/the-le-pen-wilders-alliance-and-the-european-parliament-plus-ca-change-plus-cest-la-meme
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11 The notion of "institutional triangle" refers to the relationship between the European Commission, the 
Council of the European Union and the European Parliament, under the principle of institutional balance. 
The latter means that each institution acts within the powers they are granted under the Treaties by virtue 
of the principle of division of powers. 
12 European Commission to trim EU staff costs, BBC News Europe, July 1

st
 2011. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-13978019
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–

–

“ ”

an end in itself, even if the EU’s 

                                                           
13 Statement by Jacques Delors, President of the European Commission between 1985 and 1995, on 
September 9, 1985 in Luxembourg. 
14 Among others, he did so before the European Parliament in June 1960. 
15 An EU plan that could work for Cameron, The New York Times, March 2

nd
 2014. 

16 This is the case of Directive 1999/22/EC relating to the keeping of wild animals in zoos, Directive 
2003/88/EC concerning certain aspects of the organisation of working time, that points when "lunch 
breaks" should be made, or the 1994 directive that stipulates that bananas have to be "free from 

 

http://www.cvce.eu/content/publication/2001/10/19/423d6913-b4e2-4395-9157-fe70b3ca8521/publishable_fr.pdf
http://www.cvce.eu/content/publication/2001/10/19/423d6913-b4e2-4395-9157-fe70b3ca8521/publishable_fr.pdf
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/03/03/business/international/an-eu-plan-that-could-work-for-cameron.html?smid=tw-share&_r=2
http://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&prev=_t&sl=es&tl=en&u=http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do%3Furi%3DCELEX:31999L0022:ES:HTML
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17 Mapping the cost of Non-Europe, Study by the European Added Value Unit (European Parliament).  
18 The lack of completeness of the common market involved significant cost, subject of a study that the 
Commission entrusted a group of experts led by Paolo Cecchini with. The report was presented in March 

- vestigates the costs due to various 
non-tariff barriers in the main sectors of the European economy. Its second part calculates the benefits of 
the single market among for member states. 
19 The economic benefits to the UK of EU membership, Euromove, December 2011. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/etudes/join/2014/510983/IPOL-EAVA_ET(2014)510983_EN.pdf
http://www.euromove.org.uk/index.php?id=15296
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concerns motivated by the Union’s 

ESS’ – –

remain important. But Europe’s leaders must reconceive these concepts in light of today’s 

                                                           
20 European Security Strategy, 2003. 
21 Conclusions of the Presidency - Thessaloniki, June 19th and 20th 2003.  

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cmsUpload/78367.pdf
file://192.168.0.3/raiz/T/1.ASISTENTES/Itxaso/Articulo%20UE/Articulos/potential%20existence%20:%20%20potentiality
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The ESS’s emphasis on soft power is also in urgent need of reassessment. The ESS’s soft

This brings us to the ESS’s third tenet: advancing “the development of a stronger international 

based international order.” In this 

U is among the leading actors in the current “G” fad, which has 

arsaw, or by supporting the “Geneva agreement” on Iran’s nuclear program, 

Europe must consider America’s role as an essential component of the 

–

in today’s world

                                                           
22 Jean Monnet, Memoirs pag. 617 (  Community represents only a stage on the way to 

 


