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‘DRACONIAN’ LAWS

limitations on rights and freedoms. For these reasons the laws are referred to as ‘draconian’ 

or ‘dictatorship’ laws. On January 2014 the Parliament abolished the ‘draconian laws’ of 

‘Draconian Laws’

of Ukraine on Introducing Changes into the Law ‘On Judiciary and Status of Judges’ 

and other procedural laws concerning additional measures for protection of citizens’ safety 

another’s property, group violations of public order, incitement to acts 

http://zakon4.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/732-18/paran2#n2
http://zakon4.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/721-vii


 

introducing the notion of ‘foreign agen ’

liable was to be taken in the person’s absence. 

http://zakon4.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/722-18
http://zakon4.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/723-18
http://zakon4.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/724-18
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17 January 2014, the day following the adoption of the ‘draconian’

the adoption of such laws as running counter to the Ukraine’s obligations of respect for 

that ‘these laws violate the principles of freedom of expression, freedom o

counter to Ukraine’s obligations under the European Co

5) and as a member of the Council of Europe.’

operation in Europe (“OSCE”) observed that the laws of 16 January 2014 did not meet key

http://zakon4.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/725-18
http://www.coe.int/en/web/commissioner/country-report/ukraine/-/asset_publisher/PwOwYulLuc5b/content/ukraine-commissioner-muiznieks-to-assess-legislative-changes?redirect=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.coe.int%2Fen%2Fweb%2Fcommissioner%2Fcountry-report%2Fukraine%3Fp_p_id%3D101_INSTANCE_PwOwYulLuc5b%26p_p_lifecycle%3D0%26p_p_state%3Dnormal%26p_p_mode%3Dview%26p_p_col_id%3Dcolumn-1%26p_p_col_count%3D1
http://assembly.coe.int/ASP/Doc/XrefViewPDF.asp?FileID=20426&Language=EN
http://www.osce.org/odihr/111370?download=true

