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A short history of
the Council of Europe:
Introduction

Europe after the World War I

The Europe that awoke in the days following the Liberation was in a sorry state,
torn apart by five years of war. States were determined to build up their shattered
economies, recover their influence and, above all, ensure that such a tragedy
could never happen again.

Winston Churchill* was the first to point to the solution, in his speech of 19
September 1946 in Zurich. According to him, what was needed was “a remedy
which, as if by miracle, would transform the whole scene and in a few years make
all Europe as free and happy as Switzerland is today. We must build a kind of
United States of Europe”. Movements of various persuasions, but all dedicated
to European unity, were springing up everywhere at the time. All these organisa-
tions were to combine to form the International Committee of the Movements
for European Unity. Its first act was to organise the Hague Congress, on 7 May
1948, remembered as “The Congress of Europe”.

Founded in 1949 the Council of Europe is one of the oldest and the biggest
European organisations, which unifies 46 member states and promotes the main
principles of the Human Rights. During its 50 years’ activity the organisation has
deepened and spread its field of action throughout the whole continent. The global
changes in the European History — collapse of the Soviet Union, fall of the Berlin
wall and the end of the cold war — have defined an increased number of applica-
tions for the Council's membership and called for establishing new priorities and
an appropriate strategy.

The Hague Congress

More than a thousand delegates from some twenty countries, together with a large
number of observers, among them political and religious figures, academics, writ-
ers and journalists, attended the Congress.

Its purpose was to demonstrate the breadth of the movements in favour of European
unification and to determine the objectives which must be met in order to achieve
such a union. A series of resolutions was adopted at the end of the Congress,
calling, amongst other things, for the creation of an economic and political union
to guarantee security, economic independence and social progress, the establish-
ment of a consultative assembly elected by national parliaments, the drafting of a

European charter of human rights and the setting up of a court to enforce its deci-
sions. All the themes around which Europe was to be built were already sketched
out in this initial project. The Congress also revealed the divergences, which were
soon to divide unconditional supporters of a European federation (France and
Belgium) from those who favoured simple inter-governmental co-operation, such
as Great Britain, Ireland and the Scandinavian countries.

A European Parliamentary Assembly

Winston Leonard Spencer Churchill /1874-1965/; The British ~ ON the international scene, the sharp
Prime Minister (1940-1945 and 1951-1955).

East-West tensions marked by the
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Prague coup? and the Berlin blockade® were to impart a sense of urgency to
the need to take action and devote serious thought to a genuine inter-state as-
sociation.

Two months after the Congress of Europe, Georges Bidault*, the French Minis-
ter for Foreign Affairs, issued an invitation to his Brussels Treaty® partners, the
United Kingdom and the Benelux countries, and to all those who wished to give
substance to The Hague proposals. Robert Schuman®, who replaced him a few
days later, confirmed the invitation. France, supported by Belgium, in the person
of its Prime Minister Paul Henri Spaak’, called for the creation of a European As-
sembly, with wide-ranging powers, composed of members of parliament from the
various states and deciding by a majority vote. This plan, assigning a fundamental
role to the Assembly seemed quite revolutionary in an international order hitherto
the exclusive preserve of governments. But Great Britain, which favoured a form
of intergovernmental co-operation in which the Assembly would have a purely
consultative function, rejected this approach.

It only softened its stance after lengthy negotiations. Finally, on 27 and 28 January
1949 the five ministers for foreign affairs of the Brussels Treaty® countries, meet-
ing in the Belgian capital, reached a compromise: a Council of Europe consisting
of a ministerial committee, to meet in private; and a consultative body, to meet in
public. In order to satisfy the supporters of co-operation the Assembly was purely
consultative in nature, with decision-making powers vested in the Committee
of Ministers. In order to meet the demands of those partisans of a Europe-wide
federation, members of the Assembly were independent of their governments,
with full voting freedom. The United Kingdom demanded that they be appointed
by their governments. This important aspect of the compromise was soon to be
reviewed and, from 1951 onwards, parliaments alone were to choose their rep-
resentatives.

“Greater” and “Smaller” Europe

On 5 May 1949, in St James’s Palace, London, the treaty constituting the Stat-

ute of the Council of Europe was signed by ten countries: Belgium, France,
Luxembourg, the Netherlands and the United Kingdom, accompanied by Ireland,

Italy, Denmark, Norway and Sweden. The Council of Europe was now able to

start work. Its first sessions were held in Strasbourg, which was to become its
permanent seat. In the initial flush of enthusiasm, the first major convention was

drawn up: the European Convention

Afterthe Prague coup in February 1948 the Czechoslovakian ~ ON Human Rights signed in Rome on
communist party has came into force. 4 November 1950 and coming into force

By the end of the World War Il the allies divided Berlin into 0N 3 September 1953.
4 parts: eastern part was under the control of USSR, the

94mBedogn® ©s bogosmn® demaGybl®.
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edgth Brgsba, /1886-1963/ Laggérsbpgmals bogsbge bagdgons dobo-
Upeo (1948-1952 §F.).
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south-western by US, western by UK and the North-western
by French forces. A Soviet-backed Berlin blockade started on
1948 became the reason of US-Soviet confrontation.

Georges-Augustin Bidault /1899-1983/. French Foreign Min-
ister (1944-1946 1947-1948 and 1953-54), lately Minister of
defense (1951-52).

Treaty of Economic, Social, and Cultural Collaboration
and Collective Self-Defense (“The Brussels Treaty”),
March 17, 1948.

Robert Schuman /1886-1963/ French Foreign Minister (1948-
1952).

Paul Henri Spaak /1899-1972/. Belgian Prime Minister (1938-
39, 1946, 1947-49).

Five signatory states of the Brussels Treaty: Belgium, France,
Luxemburg, the Netherlands and the United Kingdom.

The new organisation satisfied a very
wide range of public opinion, which
saw in it an instrument through which
the various political tendencies, and the
essential aspirations of the peoples of
Europe, could be expressed. This was
indeed the purpose for which it was
founded, as clearly stated in Chapter |
of its Statute: “The aim of the Council
of Europe is to achieve a greater unity
between its Members for the purpose
of safeguarding and realising the ideals
and principles which are their common
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heritage, and facilitating their economic and social progress.”

In order to achieve its objectives, certain means were made available to the Council
and were listed in the Statute, which specified that: “This aim shall be pursued
through the organs of the Council by discussion of questions of common concern
and by agreements and common action in economic, social, cultural, scientific,
legal and administrative matters and in the maintenance and further realisation
of human rights and fundamental freedoms.” In accordance with the compromise
reached, the Statute made no mention of drawing up a constitution, or of pooling
national sovereignty, in order to achieve the “economic and political union” called
for by The Hague delegates.

Consequently, the need was soon felt to set up separate bodies to address the
urgent questions arising on the political and economic fronts. Shortly after the
accession of the Federal Republic of Germany, Robert Schuman approached all
the Council of Europe countries with a proposal for a European Coal and Steel
Community, to be provided with very different political and budgetary means.

The six countries most attached to the ideal of integration - Belgium, France, Italy,
Luxembourg, the Netherlands and the Federal Republic of Germany - joined,
and on 9 May 1951 signed the very first Community treaty. Strengthened by the
experience and commitment which had brought the “Greater Europe” into exis-
tence, the “Smaller Europe” was now making its own “leap into the unknown” of
European construction.

Early developments

In the years between 1949 and 1970, eight new countries joined the founder mem-
bers: in order of accession Greece, Iceland, Turkey, Germany, Austria, Cyprus,
Switzerland and Malta. In this period, the organisation gradually developed its
structure and its major institutions. Thus, the first public hearing of the European
Court of Human Rights took place in 1960. These years also saw the introduc-
tion of the first specialized ministerial conferences; by the early 1970s they had
been extended to cover a wide range of areas. The first, in 1959, brought together
European ministers responsible for social and family affairs. On 18 October 1961,
the European Social Charter was signed in Rome: a text which the Council sees
as the counterpart of the European Convention on Human Rights in the social
domain.

The Charter came into force on 26 February 1965. It sets out 19 rights, including
the right to strike and the right to social protection, but does not have such effective
machinery as the Human Rights Convention. Nevertheless, it is gradually develop-
ing into a common body of social rights that apply right across Europe.

The same era saw the institution of the Council for Cultural Co-operation in
1961, which non-Council of Europe member states were allowed to join from the
outset. One example was Finland, which only joined the Council itself 28 years
later. Similarly, the European Pharmacopoeia was founded in 1964 and the
European Youth Centre in 1967.

Crises

The Council of Europe’s first major political crisis came in 1967 when the Greek
colonels overthrew the legally elected government and installed an authoritarian
regime which openly contravened the democratic principles defended by the
organisation. On 12 December 1969, just a few hours before a decision would
have been taken to exclude Greece, the colonels’ regime anticipated matters by
denouncing the European Convention on Human Rights and withdrawing from the
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after the fall of the dictatorship and the restoration of democracy. In the meantime,
the Cypriot crisis, which broke out in the summer of 1974 and culminated in the
partitioning of the island after Turkish military intervention, represented a fairly
negative experience for the Council of Europe, whose discreet efforts to broker
a solution, alongside those of the United Nations’ Secretary General, were not
crowned with success.

A new crisis arose in 1981 when the Parliamentary Assembly withdrew the Tur-
kish parliamentary delegation’s right to their seats in response to the military coup
d’état a few weeks earlier. The Turkish delegation only resumed its place in 1984
after the holding of free elections.

Greece’s return marked the disappearance of the last authoritarian regime in
Western Europe. Portugal had made its Council of Europe debut on 22 September
1976, two years after its peaceful revolution of April 1974, bringing an end to 48
years of Salazarist® dictatorship, while the death of General Franco® in 1975

Bomsgydo dogores dobgogm grhdobmgo.’” 53 3Gocgligdel Fpegase bsdegdgmo asbes g3- eventually led to Spain’s accession on 24 November 1977.
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where Mikhail Gorbachev'? had just come to power - gave rise to the notion of a
European cultural identity, which became the subject of a resolution in April 1985.
Convinced that unity in diversity was the basis of the wealth of Europe’s heritage,
the Council of Europe noted that their common tradition and European identity did
not stop at the boundaries between the various political systems; it stressed, in the
light of the CSCE Final Act, the advantage of consolidating cultural co-operation

movements to introduce democracy to central and Eastern Europe. In January
of that year Hans-Dietrich Genscher, Chairman of the Committee of Ministers,
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Rapprochement had at last become not only possible but necessary. The Council
of Europe was naturally delighted by the process of democratisation set in motion
in the East, together with the economic and social reforms introduced in the name
of perestroika®. It was the Council’s role and purpose to support this trend, to help
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tions and experts from the USSR and other East European countries). This new
departure gave momentum to a process that was to continue to accelerate, ex-
ceeding even the most optimistic expectations.

Eastern European countries were now knocking impatiently at the door of the
Council of Europe, that guardian of human rights; the organisation became a kind
of antechamber for negotiating the transition from dictatorship and democracy, as
had previously been the case with Portugal and Spain.

A common European Home

It is no coincidence that the first address by a Soviet leader to an assembly of
Western European parliamentarians should have taken place at the Council of
Europe. Mikhail Gorbachev chose this particular chamber - on 6 July 1989 - to put
forward a new disarmament proposal (unilateral reduction of short-range nuclear
missiles), to promote the idea of a Common European Home (non-use of force,
renunciation of the Brezhnev doctrine and maintenance of socialism), and to dis-
cuss human rights (albeit without referring to the European Convention!).

The Council of Europe started to open its gates very carefully. In 1989, the Par-
liamentary Assembly established the very selective special guest status for the
national assemblies of countries willing to apply the Helsinki final act and the United
Nations Covenant on Human Rights. The status was immediately granted to the
assemblies of Hungary, Poland, USSR and Yugoslavia and opened the way to the
full accession of the former Soviet bloc' countries.

Four months after Mikhail Gorbachev’s address the Berlin wall*® fell on 9 No-
vember 1989. This provided the opportunity for the Council of Europe’s Secretary
General to state, on 23 November, that the Council was the only organisation
capable of encompassing all the countries of Europe, once they had adopted
democratic rules.

The historical changes of 80s’ last decade, especially the dismantling of an “Iron
Curtain™¢ marked the start of the organisation’s new political role.

Hungary’s accession

Referring to his country’s accession to the Council of Europe on 6 November 1990,
the Hungarian Minister for Foreign Af-

Treaty of Friendship, Co-operation and Mutual Assistance
(Warsaw Pact) Between the People’s Republic of Albania,
the People’s Republic of Bulgaria, the Hungarian People’s
Republic, the German Democratic Republic, the Polish
People’s Republic, the Rumanian People’s Republic, the Union
of Soviet Socialist Republics, and the Czechoslovak Republic
(i.e. Eastern Bloc States) (May 1, 1955 — July 1,1991).

In order to reduce the massive immigration flows from the
Democratic Republic of Germany (GDR) and therefore avoid
the weakening of the socialist regime, in 13 August 1961 was
constructed the Berlin Wall, which has totally isolated the city.
In November 1989 the wall felt down.

This expression proceeds from the Iron Curtain Speech. On
March 5, 1946, at the request of Westminster College in the
small Missouri town of Fulton, Winston Churchill gave his now
famous “Iron Curtain” speech.

The co-operation programmes like Demosthenes, Themis and
Lode were initiated by the Council of Europe in the beginning
of 90s. The aim of those programs is to support the develop-
ing democracies in strengthening the political, legislative and
constitutional reforms, provide them with assistance in the
fields of local governance, justice, management of penitentiary
institutions etc.

fairs said that the event marked the first
step in the re-establishment of the unity
of the continent.

Special programmes were rapidly intro-
duced to meet the most pressing needs
and allow the new European partners,
both before and after their accession, to
draw on a shared fund of knowledge and
experience to enable them to complete
their democratic transition. These pro-
grammes were dubbed Demosthenes,
Themis and Lode'” and focused on the
key areas of reform: how to design new
constitutions, bring domestic legislation
into line with the European Conven-
tion on Human Rights, reorganise the
civil service, establish an independent
judiciary and an independent media,

11
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encourage local democracy. In other words, how to become a full member of the
European democratic and legal community.

Summit in Vienna

On 4 May 1992, Francois Mitterrand'® addressed the Parliamentary Assembly
in a session largely devoted to integrating the countries of central and eastern
Europe in the building of a new Europe. Why, he asked, should all the heads of
state and government of the Council of Europe’s member countries not meet every
two years, alternating with meetings of the CSCE? The proposal was adopted at
least in part and Austria, which chaired the Committee of Ministers between May
and November 1993, offered to organise and host the summit.

The summit was held in Vienna on 8 and 9 October 1993 and confirmed and ex-
tended the policy of opening up and enlargement. It also identified three priorities,
starting with the reform of the European Convention on Human Rights machinery
to make it more expeditious and effective. This is the subject of the Convention’s
Protocol no 11. The Vienna summit also laid great emphasis on the protection of
national minorities, which was to lead to the adoption of a framework convention
less than two years later, and combating intolerance.

Thus with its new-found role of offering a home to all the countries of Europe
willing to opt for democracy, thereby establishing a continent-wide democratic
security area, the Council of Europe has used the years since Vienna to develop
and refine the undertakings which any applicant country for membership must be
willing to accept.

The Council of Europe in an enlarged Europe

The arrival of the Russian Federation in February 1996 meant that the institution
had finally become fully pan-European. Henceforth, 800 million citizens would
be concerned in building the new Europe. The Council’s activities are now hav-
ing to adapt to an environment that is not only wider and more diverse but also
more complex and less stable. This is changing the nature of its co-operation
programmes.

Support and monitoring activities are being strengthened. More attention is being
paid to what happens on the ground, for example via confidence measures or
campaigns to combat intolerance. New priorities are emerging such as migration,
corruption, the right to be granted nationality, social exclusion and minorities. The
dual machinery for protecting human rights was replaced on 1 November 1998
by a single Court, housed in the Human Rights Building designed by the British
architect Richard Rogers and inaugurated in June 1995.

At the same time several other European?® or North Atlantic? institutions have been
increasing their co-operation with the countries of central and eastern Europe,
offering the prospect of closer integration. The work under the auspices of the
intergovernmental conference of the European Union and NATO summit held in
Madrid, show that European co-operation will continue to develop.

®

Frangois Mitterrand /1916-1996/. President of the Republic of
France (1981-1988 and 1988-1995).

19 EU, OSCE etc.

20 North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (On 4 April 1949, in Wash-
ington (USA) an agreement was signed establishing NATO).
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The Council of Europe:
an overview

A statute built on human rights

Any European state can become a member of the Council of Europe provided it
accepts the principle of the rule of law and guarantees human rights and funda-
mental freedoms to everyone under its jurisdiction.

Aims
The Council of Europe is an intergovernmental organisation which aims:
4 to protect human rights, pluralist democracy and the rule of law;

4 to promote awareness and encourage the development of Europe’s cultural
identity and diversity;

4 to seek solutions to problems facing European society (discrimination against
minorities, xenophobia, intolerance, environmental protection, human clon-
ing, Aids, drugs, terrorism, organised crime, etc.);

4 to help consolidate democratic stability in Europe by backing political, leg-
islative and constitutional reform.

46 member states

Set up on 5 May 1949 by 10 countries (Belgium, Denmark, France, Ireland, Italy,
Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, United Kingdom), joined by Greece
and Turkey in August 1949, the Council of Europe now has 46 member states* :
Iceland and Germany (1950), Austria (1956), Cyprus (1961), Switzerland (1963),
Malta (1965), Portugal (1976), Spain (1977), Liechtenstein (1978), San Marino
(1988), Finland (1989), Hungary (1990), Poland (1991), Bulgaria (1992), Estonia,
Lithuania, Slovenia, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Romania (1993), Andorra
(1994), Latvia, Albania, Moldova, Ukraine, “the former Yugoslav Republic of Mac-
edonia”(1995), Russian Federation and Croatia (1996), Georgia (1999), Armenia
and Azerbaijan (2001), Bosnia and Herzegovina (2002), Serbia and Montenegro
(2003), Monaco (2004).

The Council of Europe should not be confused with the European Union. The two
organisations are quite distinct. The 25 European Union states, however, are all
members of the Council of Europe.

Candidate for membership**
Belarus is applicant state since 12 March 1993.
Observer status

Canada, the Holy See, Japan, the United States of America and Mexico enjoy
observer status with the Council of Europe’s intergovernmental bodies.

Palais de I'Europe

The Palais de I'Europe in Strasbourg (France) is the Council of Europe’s head-
quarters.

* July 2005

** July 2005
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Wide-ranging activities

The Council of Europe covers all major issues facing European society other than
defence. Its work programme includes the following fields of activity: human rights,
media, legal co-operation, social cohesion, health, education, culture, heritage,
sport, youth, local democracy and transfrontier co-operation, the environment and
regional planning.

A framework for co-operation

¢ The Committee of Ministers is the Council of Europe’s decision-making body,
and is composed of the foreign affairs ministers of all the member states (or
their Permanent Representatives).

¢ The Parliamentary Assembly is the Organisation’s deliberative body, the
members of which are appointed by national parliaments.

4 The Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe is
a consultative body representing local and regional authorities.

Governments, national parliaments and local and regional authorities are thus
represented separately.

Summits give fresh impetus

To reinforce European stability, particularly after the fall of communist regimes,
the Council of Europe gained fresh political impetus at the highest level through
summit meetings of heads of state and government. Two summits have been
held to date.

In Vienna in 1993, the political leaders of the 32 states which were members of
the Organisation at the time responded to the challenge by determining a course
of action for enlargement.

In Strasbourg in 1997, with 40 member states, political leaders adopted a Plan
of Action based on four broad themes: democracy and human rights, social co-
hesion, security of citizens and education for democracy and cultural diversity.
This is the blueprint for the Council’'s programme of work in the new millennium.

For the first time in history, the Heads of State and Government of 46 European
democracies — member states of the Council of Europe - met in the Royal Castle
of Warsaw on 16 and 17 May 2005, for the Summit of European Unity, to reaffirm
the core values on which Europe is built, define the political mandate of the Council
of Europe and chart its action for the coming years.

The principal tasks of the Council of Europe were determined during three major
debates on: “European unity, European values”, “Challenges for European society”
and “European architecture”.

Conferences of specialised ministers

The Council of Europe periodically organises conferences of specialised minis-
ters (for justice, education, family affairs, health, environment, local authorities,
migration, equality between women and men, labour, mass media, culture, sport,
youth, etc.).

The conferences analyse the major problems arising in their sectors and foster
ongoing contact between ministries dealing with the same subjects in member
states. They work out projects to be implemented jointly, and propose activities
for the Council’s work programme.

17
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Building Europe day by day

The Council of Europe’s work leads to European conventions and agreements in
the light of which member states may subsequently harmonise and amend their
own legislation to comply with them.

Some conventions and agreements are also open for adoption by non-member
states. The results of studies and activities are available to governments in order
to foster co-operation and social progress in Europe.

The Council of Europe also adopts partial agreements, a form of “variable geom-
etry” co-operation, which allow a number of states to carry out a specific activity
of common interest with the consent of other members.

A platform for voluntary associations

By granting consultative status to over 400 non-governmental organisations
(NGOs), the Council of Europe is building a real partnership with those who rep-
resent ordinary people. Through various consultation arrangements (including
discussions and colloquies) it brings NGOs into intergovernmental activities and
encourages dialogue between members of parliament and associations on major
social issues.

An international staff

Approximately 1800 international civil servants recruited from the member states
make up the staff of the Organisation’s secretariat which is headed by the Sec-
retary General.

European funding

The Council is financed by the governments of member states whose contribu-
tions to the organisation’s budget are calculated in relation to their population and
wealth. The ordinary budget of the Council of Europe for the year 2005 amounts
to 186 million euros.

Official languages

The official languages are English and French, but we also work in German, Ital-
ian and Russian. A number of texts exist in several languages on the website:
www.coe.int.
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The Committee of Ministers

The Committee of Ministers is the Council of Europe’s decision-making body.
It comprises the foreign affairs ministers of the 46 member states, or their per-
manent diplomatic representatives in Strasbourg. It is both a governmental
body, where national approaches to problems facing European society can
be discussed on an equal footing, and a collective forum, where Europe-wide
responses to such challenges are formulated. In collaboration with the Par-
liamentary Assembly, it is the guardian of the Council’s fundamental values,
and monitors member states’ compliance with their undertakings.

VOICE OF THE GOVERNMENTS

Decisions and action

The Committee of Ministers decides on the activities of the Council of Europe. It
also determines the action to be taken on recommendations of the Parliamentary
Assembly and the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of Europe, and on
the proposals from various intergovernmental committees and conferences of spe-
cialised ministers. It approves the Council’s programme of activities and budget.

Dialogue

The Committee of Ministers’ discussions cover all questions of common political
interest except defence: the political aspects of European integration, developing
co-operation, safeguarding democratic institutions and protecting human rights —
other words, all problems which require concerted pan-European solutions.

An active body

The foreign affairs ministers of the 46 member states meet twice a year to review
political issues and matters of European co-operation and to give the necessary
political impetus to the Council’s activities. They meet once a week at ambassador
level and their deliberations are supplemented by meetings of rapporteur groups
and working groups which consider certain issues in depth before decisions are
taken.

Each minister chairs the Committee for a six-month term of office which tradition-
ally changes in May and November.

Flexibility
When projects are not supported by all member states, the Committee of Minis-

ters has the option of launching them under partial agreements which allow some
members to pursue joint activities in certain areas.

On the other hand, enlarged agreements enable member states (or some of them)
to work with certain non member states, giving them the benefit of the Council’s
permanent structure.

EUROPEAN SOLUTIONS

Powerful instruments

The Committee of Ministers’ decisions are sent to governments in the form of
recommendations, or are embodied in European conventions and agreements
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which are legally binding on states that ratify them.

The Committee also adopts declarations and resolutions on current political is-
sues.

Over 190 conventions have been drawn up to date. They are concerned mainly
with human rights but cover other areas which affirm and strengthen the Council
of Europe’s democratic, social and cultural cohesion.

Most of the Committee of Ministers’ decisions require a two-thirds majority of votes
cast but a simple majority is sufficient for procedural questions.

Specialist preparation

Conventions and recommendations are drafted by government experts responsi-
ble to the Committee of Ministers, thereby providing for the interaction of political
interests with technical and sectoral considerations. Many political initiatives are
also taken at regular conferences of specialised ministers.

Democracy and solidarity

The Council of Europe has set up co-operation and assistance programmes for
the new member states to allow them to draw on the Council’s experience. The
programmes are based on the results of intergovernmental collaboration at the
Council —its reference texts, networks of experts and co-operation structures. Their
purpose is to consolidate, strengthen and accelerate democratic reform in these
countries so that they can integrate gradually and harmoniously into the processes
and structures of European co-operation, above all the Council of Europe. The
Confidence-Building Measures Programme has been established with a view to
supporting civil society initiatives aimed at improving reciprocal knowledge and
co-operation between majority and minority communities.

GUARDIAN OF VALUES

Defending the Statute

Countries joining the Council undertake to accept the principles of the rule of law
and their people’s prerogative to basic human rights and fundamental freedoms.
They also undertake to collaborate sincerely and effectively to achieve greater
unity, and to facilitate their economic and social progress. Each member state
is responsible for honouring these commitments and the Committee of Ministers
ensures that they do so.

In the event of a serious violation by a member state of its obligations under the
Statute, the Committee of Ministers can suspend the state’s right of representa-
tion, invite it to withdraw or even decide that it has ceased to be a member of the
Council.

Implementing conventions

The Committee of Ministers also ensures that conventions and agreements be-
tween member states are implemented. This is crucial in the case of human rights
texts, the mostimportant of which (the European Convention on Human Rights, the
European Social Charter, the European Convention for the Prevention of Torture
and the Framework Convention for the Protection of National Minorities) provide
for supervisory machinery.

The Committee of Ministers’ responsibilities with regard to the European Convention
on Human Rights reflect the importance of this convention, which is the cornerstone
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of the system of human rights protection in Europe. In supervising the execution
by member states of the judgments of the European Court of Human Rights, the
Committee of Ministers plays an essential role in maintaining the credibility of a

system without precedent in the world.

Respecting commitments

In accordance with the philosophy that has governed the Council’s enlargement
since the fall of the Berlin Wall, the Committee of Ministers has exercised its re-
sponsibilities in an impartial and constructive spirit, emphasising dialogue and the
gradual establishment of political and material conditions conducive to positive de-
velopment. To this end, the Committee has introduced a monitoring system, which
ensures that all member states respect their obligations. It offers all members the
conditions and resources needed to nurture the Council’s founding values.

The enlargement of the Council of Europe has led to significant changes in the
organisation and role of the Committee of Ministers, with considerable develop-
ment in the political aspect of its work.

Dialogue and complementarity

The Council of Europe has strengthened its dialogue with Europe’s elected rep-
resentatives at national and local levels and extended its political discussions to
non-member states, including a number of non-European states with observer
status (the United States, Holy See, Canada, Japan and Mexico). It has intensi-
fied its co-operation with other European organisations, particularly the European
Union and the Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE), and
with the United Nations.

the new millennium

In achieving this change of direction, the Committee of Ministers has, on occasion,
received the political impetus it needed from the highest level. Three summits of
heads of state and government have been held, in Vienna (8-9 October 1993), in
Strasbourg (10-11 October 1997) and in Warsaw (16-17 May 2005). In adopting
the “Budapest Declaration — For a Greater Europe Without Dividing Lines” in May

1999, the ministers set the Organisation’s agenda for the twenty-first century.
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The Parliamentary Assembly

The Parliamentary Assembly is one of the Council of Europe’s two main
statutory organs and represents the main political tendencies in its member
states. The Assembly sees itself as the driving force in extending European
co-operation to all democratic states throughout Europe.

Europe’s democratic conscience

The Council of Europe’s Parliamentary Assembly was the first European assembly
to be created in the history of our continent. With delegations from over 46 national
parliaments, it is the most widely-based European assembly.

The Assembly is free to choose its own agenda; it deals with topics of current or
potential importance including problems of contemporary society and aspects of
international politics.

Its deliberations provide significant guidelines for the activities of the Committee
of Ministers and the intergovernmental sectors of the Council of Europe, and also
influence governments when members relay them to their national parliaments.

The historic events in central and eastern Europe at the beginning of the 1990s set
the Assembly a unique challenge, that of helping to bring these countries into the
fold of European democracies and encouraging genuine parliamentary co-opera-
tion between all European nations. The Assembly thus contributes to building a
greater Europe without dividing lines.

The special guest status created by the Parliamentary Assembly in 1989 allowed
parliamentary delegations from the emerging pluralist democracies of central and
eastern Europe which were not full members of the Organisation to attend the As-
sembly’s plenary sessions and committee meetings. The contacts and exchanges
thus established encouraged the process of democratisation in these countries
and facilitated their accession to the Council of Europe.

Structure and organisation:
mirroring the European democracies

The Parliamentary Assembly’s 315 members and their 315 substitutes are elected
or appointed by national parliaments from among their own members. Each country
has between 2 and 18 representatives depending on the size of its population.
National delegations to the Assembly are composed in such a way as to ensure a
fair representation of the political parties or groups in their parliaments.

The Assembly has five political groups: Socialist Group (SOC), Group of the Eu-
ropean People’s Party (EPP/CD), European Democratic Group (EDG), Liberal,
Democratic and Reformers’ Group (LDR), and Group of the Unified European
Left (UEL). Some members of the Assembly choose not to belong to any political
group.

The Assembly meets quarterly for a week in plenary session in the Chamber of the
Palais de I'Europe in Strasbourg. Sittings are public. It also holds a spring meeting
in one of the member states.

The Assembly elects its president from among its members, traditionally for three
consecutive one-year terms. The President, Vice-Presidents (18 at present) and
the Chairs of the 5 political groups form the Bureau of the Assembly.

The Assembly also elects the Council of Europe’s Secretary General and Deputy
Secretary General, the Secretary General of the Assembly, the judges of the
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European Court of Human Rights and the Council of Europe Commissioner for
Human Rights.

Its work is prepared by specialist committees dealing with: political affairs, legal
affairs and human rights, social, health and family affairs, culture, science and
education, environment and agriculture, economic affairs and development, mi-
gration, refugees and demography, equal opportunities for women and men, and
the honouring of obligations and commitments by member states.

Debates on European and world events

The agenda for each session features debates on European and world events
and more generally, matters where action at European level is needed. Prominent
dignitaries from all over the world have contributed to these debates (King Juan
Carlos, Frangois Mitterrand, John Paul Il, Helmut Kohl, Mikhail Gorbacheyv, Vaclav
Havel, Hosni Mubarak, Yasser Arafat and many others).

The Assembly also provides a discussion forum for other international organisa-
tions such as the OECD, the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development
(EBRD), the European Space Agency and several specialised agencies of the
United Nations.

Non-governmental organisations take part in a certain number of committees
as observers and provide a valuable input to important events organised by the
Assembly.

Initiatives leading to concrete results

Since 1989, the Assembly has assisted in crisis management throughout Europe.
Its political debates have frequently been based on the findings of on-the-spot visits
and ongoing dialogue with the states concerned. In this way, it has strengthened
the Council of Europe’s political role.

Assembly representatives make regular on-the-spot visits across Europe to gather
first-hand information for drafting Assembly reports, undertake election observation
and engage in parliamentary diplomacy.

The texts adopted by the Assembly provide significant guidelines for the Com-
mittee of Ministers, national governments, parliaments, political parties and other
important areas of society. The Assembly has also initiated many international
treaties, known as European conventions, and other legal instruments, forming
the basis of a truly European system of legislation.

The best known of these is the European Convention on Human Rights, opened
for signature in 1950 (see section on “Human rights: protection, promotion and
prevention”). The Assembly is consulted by the Committee of Ministers on all draft
conventions before they are adopted.

The Assembly also holds regular conferences, symposia and public parliamentary
hearings on major topical issues such as: violence, intolerance, the environment,
immigration, drugs, bioethics and the media.

These hearings take the form of a dialogue between parliamentarians and spe-
cialists.

What's the difference?

The Parliamentary Assembly comprises parliamentary representatives of all the
Council of Europe’s member states, who are elected or appointed by national
parliaments.
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The European Parliament comprises the directly elected representatives of the
25 member countries of the European Union.

Member states and their representation

Albania (4), Andorra (2), Armenia (4), Austria (6), Azerbaijan (6), Belgium (7),
Bosnia and Herzegovina (5), Bulgaria (6), Croatia (5), Cyprus (3), Czech Republic
(7), Denmark (5), Estonia (3), Finland (5), France (18), Georgia (5), Germany (18),
Greece (7), Hungary (7), Iceland (3), Ireland (4), Italy (18), Latvia (3), Liechtenstein
(2), Lithuania (4), Luxembourg (3), Malta (3), Moldova (5), Monaco (2), Netherlands
(7), Norway (5), Poland (12), Portugal (7), Romania (10), Russian Federation
(18), San Marino (2), Serbia and Montenegro (7), Slovak Republic (5), Slovenia
(3), Spain (12), Sweden (6), Switzerland (6), “The former Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia” (3), Turkey (12), Ukraine (12), United Kingdom (18).

Observer status

The parliaments of Canada, Israel and Mexico enjoy observer status with the
Parliamentary Assembly.

Special guest status

The special guest status of the Parliament of Belarus was suspended on 13
January 1997.

SELECT DOCUMENTATION

COUNCIL OF EUROPE PUBLISHING
The Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe
(2000)
Voices of Europe
(Book and CD, 1997), ISBN 92-871-3093-0
The Europeans (electronic newsletter of the Parlia-
mentary Assembly)
Humankind has no nationality: speeches made in 1999
by Lord Russell-Johnston, President of the Council of
Europe Parliamentary Assembly
(2000), ISBN 92-871-4281-5

WEBSITE
http://assembly.coe.int
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The Secretary General

The Council of Europe’s Parliamentary Assembly elected its Secretary General,
Terry Davis (United Kingdom) in 2004 for a five-year term; he is responsible for
the strategic planning and direction of the Council’'s work programme and budget
and oversees the day-to-day management of the organisation.

The Secretary General pinpoints priorities and draws up an Intergovernmental
Work Programme annually for the approval of the Committee of Ministers. He is
then responsible for implementing it with the help of the Secretariat. Intergovern-
mental co-operation programmes are co-ordinated primarily through directorates
covering the Council of Europe’s main fields of activity.

A strategic plan of action

The Secretary General has outlined the Council of Europe’s priorities and strate-
gies to build a new and united Europe based on democracy, human rights and the
rule of law and to meet the challenges involved in building a peaceful and stable
Europe. Key priorities will be:
4 working with member states to define the Council’s role and responsibilities
and to give it a clear mandate

4 strengthening democratic standards and ensuring that states respect
them

4 security and crime in member states, particularly corruption, money launder-
ing, cybercrime, trafficking in human beings and drug trafficking

4 specific programmes on human rights, democracy, refugees, social cohe-
sion, culture and environmental issues

new initiatives in the fight against international terrorism

campaign against torture and degrading treatment

action to combat racism, anti-Semitism and Islamophobia

promoting equality and equal treatment regardless of sex, ethnicity, religious
or political beliefs

4 ensuring fair and equal treatment for all countries, regardless of size, wealth
or geographical location

> & o o

¢ building more effective relationships with the European Union, the United
Nations, the OSCE and regional and non-governmental organisations

4 evaluating the results of actions to improve the Council of Europe’s effec-
tiveness and visibility.

Website:
http://www.coe.int/T/E/Secretary_General/
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The Congress of Local and
Regional Authorities of the
Council of Europe

Grass-roots democracy

The Council of Europe has always recognised the overriding importance of democ-
racy at local and regional level. After all, freedom is a neighbourhood issue as well
as a national one. Local self-government must meet the needs of all Europeans, in
towns and villages, central and peripheral regions and across borders. The Council
took its first step towards local authority representation in 1957, and since then its
work has extended from Iceland to Russia and from Norway to the Balkans.

In 1994, the Council of Europe established the Congress of Local and Regional
Authorities of Europe (CLRAE) as a consultative body to replace the former Stand-
ing Conference of Local and Regional Authorities.

The Congress helps new member states with practical aspects of their progress
towards establishing effective local and regional self-government.

The role of the Congress

The Congress:
¢ is the voice of Europe’s regions and municipalities;

¢ provides a forum where local and regional elected representatives can
discuss problems, pool their experience and express their views to govern-
ments;

4 advises the Committee of Ministers and the Parliamentary Assembly of the
Council of Europe on all aspects of local and regional policy;

4 co-operates closely with national and international organisations represent-
ing local and regional government;

4 organises hearings and conferences to reach a wider public whose involve-
ment is essential to a working democracy;

4 prepares regular country-by-country reports on the state of local and regional
democracy in all the Council's member and applicant states and monitors,
in particular, how the principles of the European Charter of Local Self-Gov-
ernment are implemented.

Its changing role

The emergence of new states from varying political and economic bases has ne-
cessitated reappraisal and reformulation of the Congress’s objectives to include:

¢ promoting effective local and regional government structures in all Council
of Europe member states, especially in the new democracies;

¢ examining the state of local and regional democracy in member and ap-
plicant states;

¢ developing initiatives to enable citizens to participate effectively in local and
regional democracy;
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4 representing the interests of local and regional government in the shaping
of European policy;

4 encouraging regional and transfrontier co-operation for peace, tolerance
and sustainable development;

4 observing local and regional elections.

A two-chamber assembly

The Congress is divided into two chambers: the Chamber of Local Authorities
and the Chamber of Regions. The two-chamber assembly comprises 315 titular
members and 315 substitute members, each of whom is an elected representative
from one of over 200 000 local and regional authorities in the Council's member
states. The chambers alternate to elect the President of the Congress for a two-
year term.

The Congress meets once a year in Strasbourg and welcomes delegations from
approved European organisations and some non-member states as special guests
or observers.

The Standing Committee, drawn from all national delegations, meets between the
Congress plenary sessions.

The Congress organises its work around four statutory committees:

¢ the Institutional Committee, which has the particular task of preparing reports
on the progress of local and regional democracy in Europe;

4 the Culture and Education Committee, for media, youth, sport and com-
munication;

4 the Committee on Sustainable Development, for environmental affairs and
spatial and urban planning;

¢ the Committee on Social Cohesion, for issues concerning employment,
citizenship, inter-community relations, public health and equality between
women and men.

The Chief Executive of the Congress is responsible for day-to-day management
with the support of the Secretariat, drawn from the Council of Europe staff.

Practical help

European Network of Training Organisations for Local and Regional
Authorities (ENTO)

This provides expert help and training for central and east European nations lack-
ing managerial experience and technical skills. The ENTO network promotes co-
operation between local and regional government training centres, linking national
organisations with their counterparts in other countries.

Special support programme for local and regional democracy in central and
eastern Europe.

This programme gives priority to assistance in drafting local government legisla-
tion. It offers training and expert guidance in local institutional reform and includes
workshops, study visits and courses on health care in cities, fiscal independence
and local government funding.

Local Democracy Agencies (LDAs)

Established in 1993 as part of the peace process in the former Yugoslavia, LDAs
form a partnership between a particular authority in the region and local authorities
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elsewhere in Europe. They promote respect for human beings and democracy, the
establishment of civil society and confidence-building measures between different
population groups.

Prix Europa

In a cultural context, the Congress supports the Prix Europa competition, which
promotes the best of European television across national boundaries, illustrating
Europe’s cultural diversity and encouraging programme exchanges.

Participation in the Stability Pact

The Congress plays an active part in the projects for strengthening local democracy
and cross-border co-operation in South-Eastern Europe set out in the Council of
Europe programme for the Stability Pact, launched in June 1999.

The Congress’s role in Kosovo

From the outset, the Congress has been part of the international presence in
Kosovo. Its activities include:

¢ helping to recruit international administrators in Kosovo’s 30 municipali-
ties;

4 helping to draft legal texts (known as “regulations”) on municipalities and
elections;

4 observing the municipal election process;

4 co-operating with the Venice Commission (see section on “Legal co-
operation”) to study Kosovo'’s temporary status on the basis of UN Security
Council Resolution 1244;

4 organising visits by the President of the Congress and maintaining dialogue
ith representatives of the United Nations Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK), the
OSCE and local Albanian and Serb political parties;

4 supporting initiatives with municipalities in Kosovo;

4 co-operating with the ENTO in helping the OSCE to set up a local govern-
ment training institute.

Clear legislative guidelines and policies

The European Charter of Local Self-Government (1985) specifies that effective
local self-government is essential to democracy. The Charter serves as a model
for legislative reform in new democracies. Some states have already incorporated
its principles into their constitutions.

The European Outline Convention on Transfrontier Co-operation (1980) and its two
Additional Protocols recognise the right of local and regional authorities to co-oper-
ate across frontiers in providing public services and environmental protection.

The European Convention on the Participation of Foreigners in Public Life at Local
Level (1992) puts forward the principle of progressively granting civil and political
rights to foreign residents, including the right to vote.

The European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages (1992) aims to preserve
regional and minority languages as a unique component of Europe’s cultural herit-
age, extending their use in law, in schools, in public, cultural, economic and social
life, and in the media.

The European Urban Charter (1992) defines citizens’ rights in European towns. It
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Linguistic diversity: a challenge for European cities
and regions - Proceedings, Rovinj, March 2001 (Stud-

ies and Texts No. 74)
(2002), ISBN 92-871-4980-1

Urban crime prevention - A guide for local authori-

ties
(2002), ISBN 92-871-4943-7

Cities and regions: cultural diversity - A precondition
foraunited Europe - Proceedings, Innsbruck, Decem-

ber 2000 (Studies and texts No. 76)
(2002), ISBN 92-871-4811-2
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rope - Proceedings, May 1999
(2000), ISBN 92-871-4384-6

European Landscape Convention - Firenze, 20.X.2000
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(2000), ISBN 92-871-4533-4

40

Draft European Charter of Mountain Regions
(Recommendation 14 (1995))

European Urban Charter

(1993), ISBN 92-871-2345-4

Charter on the participation of young people in mu-
nicipal and regional life

(Resolution 237 (1992))

European Outline Convention on transfrontier co-op-
eration between territorial communities or authorities
(ets No. 106)

(1989), ISBN 92-871-0021-7

European Charter of Local Self-Government (ets No.
122)

(1985), ISBN 92-871-0804-8

The Bulletin - CLRAE Newsletter

(5 issues per year)

CLRAE “Studies and texts” series

06&36-60&3336-20
http://www.coe.int/cplre

provides a practical guide to good urban management, covering housing, urban
architecture, transport, energy, sport and leisure, pollution and street security.

The Charter on the Participation of Young People in Municipal and Regional Life
(1992) sets out guidelines to encourage young people to share in decisions affect-
ing them and to be active in social changes in their neighbourhood, municipality
or region.

The European Landscape Convention was adopted in Florence in October 2000.
It sets forth the requirement for public authorities to adopt policies and measures
at local, regional, national and international level for protecting, managing and
planning landscapes throughout Europe.

The Council of Europe’s Committee of Ministers is currently examining the draft
European charter of regional self-government, as a counterpart to the European
Charter of Local Self-Government.

Member states and their representation

Albania (4), Andorra (2), Armenia (4), Austria (6), Azerbaijan (6), Belgium (7),
Bosnia and Herzegovina (5), Bulgaria (6), Croatia (5), Cyprus (3), Czech Republic
(7), Denmark (5), Estonia (3), Finland (5), France (18), Georgia (5), Germany (18),
Greece (7), Hungary (7), Iceland (3), Ireland (4), Italy (18), Latvia (3), Liechtenstein
(2), Lithuania (4), Luxembourg (3), Malta (3), Moldova (5), Monaco (2), Netherlands
(7), Norway (5), Poland (12), Portugal (7), Romania (10), Russian Federation
(18), San Marino (2), Serbia and Montenegro (7), Slovak Republic (5), Slovenia
(3), Spain (12), Sweden (6), Switzerland (6), “the former Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia” (3), Turkey (12), Ukraine (12), United Kingdom (18).
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Human rights: protection,
promotion and prevention

The daily search for better ways to protect human rights is one of the Council
of Europe’s basic goals, to be achieved in four main areas:

¢ effective supervision and protection of fundamental rights and free-
doms;

4 identifying new threats to human rights and human dignity;

030396 4 developing public awareness of the importance of human rights;
& opadosbols ggmpdgdol 360B36mmdol Bgbabyd LabmperempdsBa gmmbol rsdgge- 4 promoting human rights education and professional training.
Gs; - U
g Among the most significant treaties in this area are the European Conven-
¢ 1‘:3“3,;";‘;’96'33"1’@9&’1’ bgghnBa Wfsgrgbobs = bmglogemo  dndbaggiel tion on Human Rights, the European Social Charter, the European Conven-
0B geads.
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tion for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment and the Framework Convention for the Protection of National
Minorities.
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The Council’'s most significant achievement is the European Convention on Hu-
man Rights, an international treaty of unprecedented scope which was adopted in
1950 and came into force in 1953. It sets out a list of rights and freedoms which
states are under an obligation to guarantee to everyone within their jurisdiction.
It has also established international enforcement machinery whereby states and
individuals, regardless of their nationality, may refer alleged violations by contract-
ing states of the rights guaranteed in the Convention to the judicial institutions in
Strasbourg established by the Convention.

The Convention enshrines, among other things, the right to life, to protection
against torture and inhuman treatment, to freedom and safety, to a fair trial, to
respect for one’s private and family life and correspondence, to freedom of ex-
pression (including freedom of the press), thought, conscience and religion and
to freedom of peaceful assembly and association. Protocols have added other
rights to those set out in the Convention, such as the abolition of the death penalty
(Protocol No. 6).

Enforcing the Convention

The original enforcement machinery consisted of two institutions, the European
Commission of Human Rights (1954), which essentially performed a filter func-
tion, and the European Court of Human Rights (1959), which passed judgment
on cases referred to it by the Commission or by governments. The Committee of
Ministers of the Council of Europe (government representatives from the Council’s
member states) supervised execution of the Court’s judgments and adjudicated
in cases which had not been referred to the Court where the Commission had
found a violation.

From the early 1980s, the number of applications rose steadily, overburdening the
system and increasing the length of proceedings, which could take up to five years
from the introduction of an application to a final decision on the merits.
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A constantly developing system

Reform of the procedure was necessitated by the increasing number of appli-
cations, their growing complexity and the widening of the Council of Europe’s
membership from 23 in 1989 to 40 in 1996. To this end, a new protocol to the
European Convention on Human Rights, Protocol No. 11, entered into force on 1
November 1998, setting up a single permanent Court in place of the Convention’s
two existing institutions.

The aim of the reform, as laid down by heads of state and government of the
Council’'s member states in Vienna on 9 October 1993, was to enhance the ef-
ficiency of the means of protection, to shorten procedures,to make the system
more accessible to individuals, and to maintain the present high quality of human
rights protection.

single Court of Human Rights

The European Court of Human Rights is now directly accessible to the individual
and its jurisdiction is compulsory for all contracting parties. It sits on a permanent
basis and deals with all the preliminary stages of a case, as well as giving judg-
ment on the merits.

The Court consists of a number of judges equal to the number of contracting states
to the Convention. Although candidates are initially put forward by each govern-
ment, judges enjoy complete independence in the performance of their duties and
do not represent the states which proposed them.

The first elections took place in January 1998, and the judges elected took up
their duties on 3 November 1998. The current President of the Court is Luzius
Wildhaber (Switzerland).

Any cases that are clearly unfounded are sifted out of the system at an early stage
by a unanimous decision of the Court, sitting as a three-judge Committee. In the
large majority of cases, the Court sits as a seven-judge Chamber. If applications
are then judged admissible, the Chamber may attempt to reach a friendly settle-
ment with the parties. If this is impossible, the Chamber delivers its judgment.

Exceptionally, for example in cases raising a serious issue concerning the inter-
pretation or application of the Convention, a case may be referred to a Grand
Chamber of seventeen judges either by a Chamber before judgment or by one
of the parties within three months of a Chamber judgment. Chamber judgments
become final after three months and Grand Chamber judgments are final. The
Court’s final judgments are binding on the state concerned.

Monitoring the Court’s judgments in which a violation is found is the task of the
Committee of Ministers, which ensure that states take any general measures
needed to prevent further violations (changing legislation, case-law, rules or prac-
tice). It also makes sure that just satisfaction awarded by the Court is paid to the
applicant and, in certain cases, that other concrete measures are taken to make
sure full compensation is granted (such as reopening procedures, lifting a banning
or confiscation order, striking off a police record or granting a residence permit).

..covering a wide range of issues

Individual complaints concern an ever-broadening range of issues:
¢ disappearances and unlawful killings;

4 torture and ill-treatment of detainees;
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arbitrary loss of liberty;

lack of access to a court;

lack of a fair trial within a reasonable time;
telephone tapping;

deportation and extradition;

discrimination against homosexuals;
freedom of the press;

rights of parents of children taken into care;

interference with property rights;

e & & & o o oo oo o o

dissolution of political parties.

THE EUROPEAN SOCIAL CHARTER

Fundamental social rights

The European Social Charter sets out rights and freedoms and the supervisory
procedures guaranteeing their respect by the States Parties. The 1996 revised
European Social Charter came into force in 1999 and is gradually replacing the
1961 treaty.

All Europeans share these rights under the Charter and they affect every aspect
of daily life, including housing, health, education, employment, social protection,
personal travel and non-discrimination.

European Committee of Social Rights

The European Committee of Social Rights (ECSR) checks whether member states
have honoured their undertakings under the Charter. The Council of Europe’s
Committee of Ministers elects its fifteen independent, impartial members for a
six-year term, renewable once. The ECSR determines whether law and practice
in the States Parties comply with the Charter.

A monitoring procedure based on national reports

The States Parties report every year on their implementation of the Charter in
law and in practice. The ECSR examines the reports, decides whether these
procedures comply with the Charter and publishes its conclusions annually. If a
state takes no action on a ECSR decision the Committee of Ministers addresses
a recommendation to the state to change its laws or practices.

A collective complaints procedure

Complaints of violations of the Charter may be lodged with the European Commit-
tee of Social Rights under a protocol opened for signature in 1995, which came
into force in 1998. Organisations entitled to lodge complaints with the ECSR:

— All states accepting the procedure:

4 The European Trade Union Confederation (ETUC), Union of Industrial and
Employers’ Confederations of Europe (UNICE) and International Organisa-
tion of Employers (IOE);

4 Non-governmental organisations (NGOs) with consultative status with the
Council of Europe listed for this purpose by the Governmental Committee;

Human rights: protection, promotion and prevention
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¢ Employers’ organisations and trade unions in the country concerned;
— Cases where states agree:

4 National NGOs.
The complaint may be submitted freely, preferably in English or French.

The ECSR examines the complaint and declares it admissible if it meets the formal
requirements. A written procedure follows admission; this involves an exchange
of memoires, and the ECSR may order a public hearing. The ECSR then decides
the case on its merits and reports its findings to the Committee of Ministers and
the parties concerned; the report is published within four months of the decision.
Finally, the Committee of Ministers adopts a resolution. If appropriate, it may rec-
ommend specific measures to bring the State’s laws and practices into line with
the Charter.

Effects of the Charter in the various states

Member states make many changes to their legislation or practice to comply with
the Charter as a result of the monitoring system. Details and current developments
are described in the “Survey”, published annually by the Charter Secretariat.

THE CONVENTION FOR THE PREVENTION OF TORTURE

Preventing torture and inhuman or degrading treatment or pun-
ishment

Little is seen of what goes on behind the closed doors of prisons, police stations,
mental health institutions and the like. It is for this reason that the European
Convention for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment was adopted in 1987 and came into force in 1989. The Convention sup-
plements the protection available under the European Convention on Human Rights
by establishing a European Committee for the Prevention of Torture (CPT).

The CPT's members are independent and impartial experts from a variety of
backgrounds. They are for example lawyers, medical doctors and specialists in
prison or police matters.

Spot checks

The CPT visits places of detention (e.g. prisons and juvenile detention centres,
police stations, holding centres for immigration detainees and psychiatric hospi-
tals), to see how persons deprived of their liberty are treated . The committee has
unlimited access to places of detention and may interview detainees in private.
It can also communicate freely with any other person who can provide relevant
information, including non-governmental organisations (NGOs) concerned with
human rights.

The aim of the committee’s work is to strengthen the protection of detainees
against torture and inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, rather than
to condemn states for abuses. After each visit, the CPT draws up a report setting
out its findings and the recommendations which it considers necessary to improve
the situation of persons deprived of their liberty. This confidential report is sent to
the State concerned. The report includes a request for a written response from
the State, setting out measures taken to implement the recommendations made,
reactions to comments made and replies to requests for information.

The CPT’s reports, as well as the replies from the states concerned,are confidential,
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but it has become common practice for states to agree to make them public.

Exceptionally, if a state fails to co-operate, the CPT may decide to make a public
statement.

THE FRAMEWORK CONVENTION FOR NATIONAL MINORITIES

Protecting persons belonging to national minorities

Following the 1993 Vienna Summit the Council of Europe adopted the Framework
Convention for the Protection of National Minorities in 1994, the first legally binding
multilateral instrument to protect national minorities in general. Contracting parties
undertake to pursue the Convention’s objectives through national legislation and
policies. These include ensuring equality before the law, preserving and develop-
ing cultures, safeguarding identities, religions, minority languages and traditions,
guaranteeing access to the media, and establishing free and peaceful contact
across borders with people legally resident in other states.

The Convention entered into force on 1 February 1998. Contracting states must
report on the measures they have taken within one year of entry into force and once
every five years thereafter. The Committee of Ministers and the Advisory Committee
of 18 independent experts are both involved in monitoring the Framework Conven-
tion. The Advisory Committee evaluates these reports and determines whether the
obligations have been met. Its opinion goes to the Committee of Ministers, which
informs the State Party of its conclusions and recommendations. The rules gov-
erning this monitoring procedure also allow non-governmental organisations and
minority associations to submit alternative information and/or shadow reports.

National minorities in Europe

The Council of Europe has devised a range of activities to protect national minorities
as part of its co-operation and assistance programme: it organises meetings to give
detailed information on the Framework Convention for the Protection of National
Minorities (and other legal European instruments) and encourages non-party states
to sign and ratify. Party states attend these meetings to discuss domestic devel-
opments and the implementation of the Convention in detail. Delegates include
parliamentarians, government officials and representatives of national minorities.
The Council's experts give opinions on legislation for the protection of national
minorities and it also organizes training seminars on drafting state reports in order
to make the supervisory procedure more effective.

These activities are the basis for three projects in the context of the Stability Pact
for South-Eastern Europe relating to minorities. They include: a non-discrimination
review to identify discrimination in regional legislation, policies and practices and
to bring legislation and practice into line with European standards; a project on
acceptance and implementation of standards; a bilateral co-operation agreement
project to strengthen and develop bilateral co-operation regarding minorities in
line with existing multilateral standards, and in particular those of the Framework
Convention for the Protection of National Minorities.

The Council is also developing specific national activities following the conclusion
of new Joint Programmes between the Council of Europe and the European Com-
mission; these concern Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia and Ukraine.
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Combating racism and intolerance

The European Commission against Racism and Intolerance (ECRI) was established
atthe 1993 Vienna Summit. ECRI is an independent monitoring mechanism, whose
task is to combat racism, xenophobia, antisemitism and intolerance in all Council
of Europe member States from the perspective of the protection of human rights.
ECRI’s action covers all necessary measures to combat violence, discrimination
and prejudice faced by persons or groups of persons, on grounds of race, colour,
language, religion, nationality and national or ethnic origin.

ECRI's programme of activities comprises three aspects: country-by-country ap-
proach; work on general themes; relations with civil society.

In the framework of its country-by-country approach ECRI draws up reports, which
contain an in-depth analysis of the situation in each Council of Europe member
State concerning instances of racism and racial discrimination, and practical pro-
posals to help governments tackle any problems identified.

As part of its work on general themes, ECRI has adopted six general policy rec-
ommendations for the governments of all member States. These cover the main
areas of racism and intolerance and provide basic guidelines for the development
of comprehensive national policies.

ECRI’s programme of action on relations with civil society works to fully involve
civil society in the fight against racism and intolerance and to promote intercultural
dialogue between the various sectors of society based on mutual respect.

THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE IS ACTIVE
WHEREVER HUMAN RIGHTS ARE INVOLVED

Promoting equality between women and men

From a general perspective of protecting and promoting human rights, the Council
of Europe seeks to combat any interference with women'’s liberty and dignity (for
example violence against women, trafficking in human beings for the purpose of
sexual exploitation and free choice in matters of reproduction), to eliminate sex
discrimination, and to promote a balanced representation of women and men in
political and public life.

The Steering Committee for Equality between Women and Men (CDEG) prepares
ministerial conferences, organises seminars and publishes studies on these ques-
tions.

Human rights co-operation and awareness

The Council of Europe co-operates with member states and NGOs in their efforts
to promote respect for human rights. Through co-operation programmes (Activi-
ties for the Development and Consolidation of Democratic Stability), the Council
of Europe organises activities such as training for judges and lawyers on the ap-
plication of the European Convention on Human Rights, expert opinions on the
compatibility of legislation or draft legislation with European human rights stand-
ards, translation and publishing of human rights documentation in the languages
of new member states, seminars and round tables with and about national human
rights institutions, and training for the staff of government agents for the European
Court of Human Rights.

The Human Rights programmes are complemented by a broader range of related
awareness, training and information activities aimed at the general public, as well
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as specialists:

4 developing human rights awareness and understanding in universities,schools
and among members of professional groups, such as police forces and
lawyers;

4 fostering public awareness of human rights issues through information cam-
paigns, publications, audiovisual and other materials and the Internet;

¢ operating a network of human rights institutes and non-governmental or-
ganisations active in the field.

Police and human rights

Those responsible for maintaining law and order have themselves always consti-
tuted an important target group in the eyes of the Council of Europe. Awide-ranging
programme entitled “Police and human rights 1997-2000” paved the way for the
current programme “Police and human rights — beyond 2000”. The programme
serves as a catalyst and aims to promote the respect and protection of human
rights by members of the police forces. The programme involves long-term co-
operation with member states, the assessment of needs, the development and
implementation of action plans and project evaluations.

A Commissioner for human rights

The post of Commissioner for Human Rights was created in 1999.

The Commissioner is responsible for promoting education, awareness and respect
for human rights in member states and ensuring full and effective compliance with
Council of Europe texts such as conventions, recommendations and resolutions
adopted by the Committee of Ministers.

The Commissioner plays a supporting and essentially preventive role, performing
different functions from those of the European Court of Human Rights and other
treaty-based organs. The Commissioner does not have legal powers but provides
advice and information on the protection of human rights and the prevention of
human rights violations.

The Commissioner’s terms of reference also provide for co-operation with other
international institutions involved in human rights promotion and protection, and
for the possibility of acting on any relevant information from governments, national
parliaments, national ombudsmen or similar institutions, individuals and organisa-
tions.

Working with other Council of Europe bodies, the Commissioner can submit a re-
port, recommendation or opinion on a specific matter to the Committee of Ministers
and to the Parliamentary Assembly where appropriate. The first holder of the post
is Alvaro Gil-Robles (Spain) who was elected by the Parliamentary Assembly in
September 1999.
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Media and Democracy

Free, independent and pluralistic media, in accordance with Article 10 of
the European Convention on Human Rights, are central to the functioning
of our democratic societies. The work of the Council of Europe in the media
sector is geared towards:

¢ strengthening freedom of expression and information and the free flow
of information and ideas across frontiers;

¢ developing pan-European policy measures and appropriate legal and
other instruments for this purpose;

¢ formulating appropriate measures to ensure that media law and policy
keep pace with technological, economic and regulatory change in the
media sector.

Freedom of expression and information

The European Declaration on the Freedom of Expression and of Information,
adopted by the Committee of Ministers in 1982, expresses the commitment of
member states’ governments to freedom of expression and information.

Facilitating transfrontier broadcasting

In force since 1993, the European Convention on Transfrontier Television is in-
tended to facilitate the circulation of television programme services across frontiers
by guaranteeing freedom of reception and retransmission of such services on the
territories of the contracting parties. The convention achieves this objective by
ensuring that contracting parties abide by a minimum set of principles dealing with
programme content, the right of reply, advertising and sponsorship.

In 1998, the Committee of Ministers adopted a protocol amending the convention
in order to ensure coherence between this instrument and the European Union’s
revised “Television without Frontiers” Directive. The original Convention’s provisions
on, inter alia, jurisdiction, access of the public to events of major importance, ad-
vertising and teleshopping, have all been extensively revised by the protocol, which
entered into force with regard to the Contracting Parties on 1 March 2002.

Other binding instruments
European agreements on:
4 programme exchanges by means of television films (in force since 1961);
4 the protection of television broadcasts (in force since 1961);

4 the prevention of broadcasts transmitted from outside national territories (in
force since 1967) and protocols there to;

European conventions relating to:

4 questions on copyright law and neighbouring rights in the framework of
transfrontier broadcasting by satellite;

4 legal protection of services based on, or consisting of, conditional access.
Recommendations

The Committee of Ministers has adopted a series of legal and policy measures
on various aspects of the mass media:

Media and Democracy
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protection of journalists’ sources of information;
media and elections;

sound and audiovisual piracy;

media transparency and pluralism;

the legal protection of encrypted television services;
protection of rights holders;

exclusive rights for the broadcasting of major events;
the independence of public service broadcasting;

“hate speech”;

e & & & o o oo oo o o

the distribution of videograms of a violent, brutal or pornographic nature;

>

self-regulation concerning cyber content
Priority concerns

Under the responsibility of the Steering Commmittee on the Mass Media, current
work is now focused on seven main topics:

4 the balance between freedom of expression and other fundamental rights
(right to privacy, right to a fair trial, etc.);

4 on-line services and democracy (harmful and illegal cyber content, Internet
literacy)

4 the democratic and social implications of digital broadcasting;

4 the convergence of communications technologies and services and its
impact on media regulation;

¢ media pluralism and diversity in the light of the development of concentra-
tions and new communications technologies and services;

4 the new challenges concerning the protection of copyright and neighbour-
ing rights;

4 the interrelationship between freedom of expression and information and
the fight against terrorism.

Activities for the development and
consolidation of democratic stability

Establishing a media system which satisfies all the requirements of a democratic
society — especially in the new member states and in those that are candidates
for membership — constitutes a priority among the initiatives undertaken by the
Council of Europe to foster democratic security. Co-operation programmes in the
media field provide support to these countries by means of legislative expertises
as well as awareness-raising seminars and training workshops on such issues
as the exercise of journalistic freedom, media action and racism, the coverage of
elections, access to information, etc.

The European Audiovisual Observatory

The Observatory is a partial agreement, set up in 1992. It collects, processes and
distributes information about developments in the market, legal and resource fields
— three key strategic areas of the audiovisual sector in Europe.

The information is collected from the 35 countries and the European Commission

Media and Democracy
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annual Statistical Yearbook and through the monthly legal review Iris.

The Observatory’s website contains a large number of reference files and provides
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links to other sites.

The main users of the Observatory’s services are professionals working in the
audiovisual sector in Europe, and public bodies in the member countries.
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Legal co-operation

The Council of Europe is involved in harmonising the European legal systems
in all fields of the law. It helps member and candidate states to modernise
their institutions and to make law serve democracy, to make justice more
effective and to meet new legal problems. To achieve these objectives, the
Council of Europe can count on:

¢ the intergovernmental activity programme which drafts legal instru-
ments, including conventions (binding on member and non-member
states which ratify them) and recommendations (non-binding guide-
lines);

¢ theco-operation programme to strengthen the Rule of Law, which sup-
ports member and candidate states (in particular central and eastern
European countries) in their institutional, legislative and administra-
tive reforms and in training the legal professions to European norms
and standards.

The Committee of Ministers adopts the activity programme, which incorpo-
rates the work of the European Ministers of Justice and senior officials from
Ministries of the Interior.

DEVELOPING LEGAL RELATIONS BETWEEN STATES

Public international law

The Council of Europe aims to create a framework for international co-operation
in a political climate which encourages interdependence between states and to
strengthen and influence public international law. Legal advisers meet to pool their
experience on issues such as state immunity, binding consent, succession or res-
ervations to international treaties (for which it acts as a European Observatory).

Operation of conventions on crime

The Council has adopted several key legal instruments, including conventions on
extradition, mutual assistance on criminal matters and the transfer of convicted
persons. These are monitored consistently to meet changing realities. It also has
an active role in setting up the statute of the International Criminal Court.

Fighting terrorism

Fighting terrorism through international co-operation is a priority for the Council
of Europe. Member states are urged to withdraw reservations and to ratify the
relevant legal instruments and there is overwhelming support for the Convention
for the Suppression of Terrorism and the Convention on Extradition. A plan of ac-
tion for this new context updates legal instruments and reinforces co-operation,
particularly by identifying the financial sources of terrorism, improving investigative
methods, adapting judicial systems, updating legal training and supporting the
victims of terrorism.

Combating organised crime, money laundering and corruption

The Council of Europe has effective methods of fighting cross-frontier crime. Ge-
neral action is covered by European standards such as the Criminal Law Conven-
tion on Corruption, the Civil Law Convention on Corruption and the Convention on
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laundering, search, seizure and confiscation of the proceeds from crime. Special
organs such as the Group of States against Corruption (GRECO), monitor the
operation of this normative system and evaluate national measures against money
laundering. The OCTOPUS and PACO programmes are extending technical co-
operation with Central and Eastern European States.

Protecting children

Protecting children is a special concern for the Council of Europe. The Action
Plan against the sexual exploitation of children throughout Europe was adopted
in Budapest in November 2001, ahead of the 2" World Congress against sexual
exploitation of children for commercial purposes (Yokohama, December 2001).
The Council adopted Recommendation R (2001) 16 concerning the sexual ex-
ploitation of children and is now setting up a supervisory system for its own legal
instruments.

The Council is strengthening child protection under civil law by drafting norms for
custody, transfrontier access and regular contacts between parents and children.
It also deals with issues relating to establishing parentage.

Fighting cybercrime

The Council of Europe’s efforts to fight cybercrime led it to adopt the Convention
on Cybercrime in 2001. There is no legal framework for cybercrime, so the Council
is currently drafting a further Protocol to criminalise racism or xenophobic acts on
computer networks to fill the void.

Crime prevention

The Council of Europe is drawing up guidelines on the prevention of crime and
juvenile delinquency. It assesses the efficiency of national policies and sets out
basic principles which member states are urged to follow to improve their own
prevention systems.

INSTITUTIONAL REFORMS TO INCORPORATE THE RULE OF LAW

Constitutions and constitutional issues

A state’s constitution is its supreme legal text, establishing and organising its
institutional system. The Council of Europe is active in the constitutional debate
through the European Commission for Democracy through Law (Venice
Commission). This is a forum where countries can pool information and discuss
constitutional issues, ideas and projects. The Commission produces constitutional
studies, reports and publications. Its work also includes advising on the adoption
of constitutions, whether new or revised, drafting opinions on the interpretation of
basic national and international legal instruments and assistance with electoral
law issues.

Legislative reforms

The Council of Europe works with member states and candidates to ensure that
national legal systems comply with European norms in every field, from civil, crimi-
nal and administrative law to bioethics and data protection. It organises working
parties, provides expert opinions on legal texts and it introduces modern drafting
techniques to make legislation accessible to a lay public - a major priority in a
democratic state.
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Improving the functioning of justice

An efficient independent judicial system is one of the Council of Europe’s first
priorities and its Committee of Ministers has adopted many instruments to make
them fair and effective. Its policy includes measures to reinforce judicial independ-
ence and partiality, improved appeal procedures, better mechanisms for executing
court decisions, reducing the courts’ workload and the waiting time for judgments,
simplifying procedures and extending legal aid. It also encourages mediation in
civil disputes as an alternative to traditional methods. It also encourages the use
of new information technology to ensure speed effectiveness and quality of the
judicial system. The Consultative Council of European Judges (CCJE) assists the
Committee of Ministers to implement this policy.

The Council’s co-operation programme helps member states and candidates with
the reform of judicial institutions such as Judicial Commissions, Public Prosecutor’s
Offices or Bar Associations.

Training the legal professions

The Council of Europe’s first object is to guarantee justice and the rule of law. It
does so by taking part in the training of the entire legal profession, from judges,
prosecutors, lawyers, bailiffs, Court registrars and notaries to policemen and prison
staff. This includes training sessions such as those at the School of Judges in
Bordeaux and at Police Academies.

The Council promotes direct contacts between members of the same profession and
sets out organisational guidelines; its regular meetings and conferences include judges,
prosecutors, barristers and the presidents of the European supreme courts.

Police and internal security services

The Council of Europe pays particular attention to police ethics and in 2001 it
adopted a Code of Police Ethics as a basis for reforms in member states and
candidates. The European Ministries of the Interior meet regularly to ensure that
police forces respect the Council’s fundamental principles, in particular in fight-
ing international crime. The Council will also study the role and responsibility of
internal security services and will report on the feasibility of recommendations in
this field.

Prison system

The Council of Europe is working to humanise the prison system and it provides
guidelines for member states to improve prison conditions. At present it is investigat-
ing police custody, releases on parole and the management of long-term prisoners
butit is also studying the alternatives to imprisonment. Steering groups comprising
Council experts and specialist European representatives assist South-eastern
European nations and the Community of Independent States with prison reform.

THE RELATIONS BETWEEN THE STATE AND ITS CITIZENS

Foreigners and citizens

The Council of Europe is a focal point for the collection and exchange of informa-
tion on nationality, asylum applications and mobility. It seeks a consensus among
states to prevent statelessness and to find appropriate solutions for it. The Council
of Europe’s European Convention on Nationality is the only international legal
instrument in this field.
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Legal entities in civil society

The citizen’s right of expression is collective as well as individual. Citizens’ organi-
sations are growing in number and the European Convention on the recognition of
the Legal Personality of International Non-Governmental Organisations is another
first for the Council - the only international legal instrument of its kind. A Charter on
the legal status of NGO'’s is being drafted at present; it offers guidance to states
seeking a legal basis for NGO’s on their territories.

Administrative courts and the public authorities

The Council of Europe pays particular attention to relations between the adminis-
tration and the individual. It co-operates with members to oversee administrative
activities and to ensure that they remain within legal limits. This includes monitor-
ing by a judge.

PROTECTING INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS

Family law

The Council of Europe works to harmonise the norms of family law and gives
special and sympathetic consideration to the individual’s problems in his private
life. It is particularly active in child protection (see also above) and is responsible
for the European Convention on the exercise of the rights of children.

Bioethics, xenotransplantation, biotechnology and food security

The protection of human beings is necessary, above all, in medical research.
Biotechnology involves serious ethical questions. The Council of Europe strikes a
balance between freedom for the researcher and respect for the individual. It was
the first to draw up a Convention on Human Rights and biomedicine with additional
protocols to cover scientific advances. These protocols deal with organ transplants
and prohibit human cloning; others dealing with the status of the embryo and the
human foetus, human genetics and biomedical research were adopted in 2005. A
Recommendation on xenotransplantation was likely to be adopted.

The Council is also concerned about the use of animals and has adopted several
Conventions to protect them, particularly during transport and slaughter. These
legal instruments are the subject of multilateral consultation.

Psychiatry and Human Rights

The Council of Europe is particularly concerned to protect persons suffering from
mental disorders who are involuntary patients in psychiatric institutions. A “White
Book” sets out guidelines to form part of a future legal instrument.

Data protection

All personal data, whether medical, statistical, actuarial, police or judicial, should be
processed with particular care to respect the privacy of the individual; this applies
equally to data collected by video surveillance or smart cards. The Convention for
the protection of individuals with regard to automatic processing of personal data
has a specific protocol on supervisory authorities and transfrontier data flows, as
well a several recommendations to guarantee confidentiality.
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Local and regional democracy

The Council of Europe aims at promoting local and regional self-government, by
pooling experience and developing administrative and legal structures’ policy, by
promoting transfrontier co-operation between local authorities and by highlighting
the cultural and linguistic diversity of Europe’s regions.

The Committee of Ministers approves the activity programme which also relies
on the Conferences of European Ministers responsible for local authorities, which
meet regularly.

Promoting local and regional democracy

The Council of Europe aims to protect and strengthen local and regional democ-
racy, and to encourage devolution of powers and citizen participation in local and
regional government. The European Charter of Local Self-Government was drawn
up with these aims in mind, and seeks to promote common European principles
and standards to protect and strengthen local authorities’ rights.

The Council’s work covers all questions relating to the legal framework, structures,
duties, resources and functioning of local and regional authorities.

Local authorities are an important focus of the co-operation programme to streng-
then the Rule of Law. The emphasis here is on legislative assistance concerning
local and regional democracy, the division of powers between the various levels of
government and the relations between them, providing legal and technical assist-
ance in planning local and regional finance systems and managing municipal public
services, training local and regional government staff and elected representatives
and setting up and running local and regional authority associations.

Strengthening transfrontier co-operation

In the past ten years border regions have become increasingly outward-looking,
and this has opened up new prospects for transfrontier partnerships. The result is
a marked revival of interest in regulations governing transfrontier and inter-territo-
rial co-operation between authorities that do not straddle a common state border.
The legal basis for transfrontier co-operation is provided by the European Outline
Convention on Transfrontier Co-operation between Territorial Communities or
Authorities. The Council of Europe’s policy on transfrontier co-operation has two
aims: to build trust and good-neighbourly relations and to remove any obstacles
(especially legal obstacles) to co-operation between local or regional authorities.
This work encourages the adoption and implementation of agreements on trans-
frontier co-operation and the setting-up of cross-border co-operation bodies (such
as Euroregions or councils).

THE EUROPEAN CHARTER FOR REGIONAL OR MINORITY LANGUAGES

Regional and minority languages are an integral part of Europe’s cultural heritage,
and must be protected and promoted. Since 1992 European states have been able
to confirm their commitment to protection of this heritage by signing a Council of
Europe instrument: the European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages.
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Social cohesion

The Council of Europe actively promotes social cohesion. Its main objec-
tives are:

4 to guarantee an adequate level of social protection;

to promote employment, vocational training and workers’ rights;
to provide protection for the most vulnerable groups of society;
to promote equal opportunities;

to combat exclusion and discrimination;

e o o o o

to consolidate European co-operation on migration.

A social cohesion strategy

Social cohesion was identified as a leading priority at the Council of Europe’s sec-
ond summit in 1997. The European Committee for Social Cohesion worked out a
social cohesion strategy which the Committee of Ministers adopted in 2001. It is
a statement of intent which commits the Council to a definite working programme
for the coming years.

Handling issues linked to social cohesion

The Social Cohesion Development Division was set up in response to the Second
Summit Action Plan. It carries out research and analyses, promotes policy devel-
opment and undertakes projects in member states. The social cohesion strategy
is at the heart of the Division’s activities. Current activities include developing
indicators to monitor social cohesion and examining the issues of governance and
anti-poverty strategies. The Division uses a networking approach as part of the
technical assistance programme and builds links between regions or groups of
member states to continue the work. It publishes an electronic newsletter, “Social
Cohesion Developments”, and a printed series, “Trends in social cohesion”. The
Division’s work involves a network of social researchers, fieldworkers and policy
makers.

Access to social rights

Social rights have played a prominent role in European development over the
last century but despite progress in many areas not all Europeans enjoy them.
Globalisation, economic and political developments and the changing role of the
state are now major challenges; they underline the individual’s need for access
to social rights in an age of uncertainty and rapid change.

In this context the Council of Europe began work in 1999 on projects to analyse,
identify and find solutions to the many problems facing individual citizens when
trying to claim rights to social protection, housing, health and education.

Access to social rights is the core of the social cohesion strategy and the Council
sets out principles. Its legal instruments for the purpose include the European Social
Charter, the Revised Charter and the European Code of Social Security.

The Council calls on experts from many fields to analyse the problems of access
and recommends policies and provisions to bridge the gap between the legally
guaranteed social rights now in place in most member states and their real avail-
ability to the citizen.
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European conventions to protect social rights

The European Social Charter, the Revised Charter and their protocols guarantee
a number of fundamental social rights (see chapter on “Human rights: protection,
promotion and prevention”). The European Code of Social Security and its Protocol
guarantee minimum protection, including medical care, sickness, employment in-
jury, maternity, unemployment, invalidity and survivors’ benefits, family allowances
and pensions. The Revised Code (1990) takes account of recent changes in social
security legislation in member states and improves the protection guaranteed at
national level.

Protection abroad

The following agreements facilitate international mobility for workers and their
families, integration into host countries without loss of cultural identity, legal pro-
tection and welfare provision:

¢ The European Convention on Social Security. This is based on four funda-
mental principles: equality of treatment, uniformity of applicable legislation,
conservation of rights and payment of benefits abroad. The convention ap-
plies to all legislation concerning sickness and maternity benefits, invalidity
benefits, retirement pensions, survivors’ pensions, benefits for occupational
injuries and diseases, death grants, unemployment benefits and family
benefits.

4 The European Convention on Social and Medical Assistance is based on
the principle of equal treatment. Each contracting party undertakes to en-
sure that nationals of other contracting parties who are lawfully present in
their territory are entitled to the same social and medical assistance as its
own nationals.

4 The European Convention on the Legal Status of Migrant Workers enshrines
the principle of equal treatment for migrant workers with nationals of the host
country and guarantees the right to family reunion. A consultative committee
monitors its application.

Bilateral and regional social security cooperation

The Council of Europe has an extensive bilateral and regional assistance pro-
gramme for member states in central and eastern Europe. Its object is to help
them to implement national social security legislation which is compatible with the
minimum standards of the European Code of Social Security and its Protocol. The
Council also promotes social security coordination by encouraging links between
member states and promoting its own legal instruments. These aim to guarantee
equal access to social security for migrant workers and their families, especially
when they have worked in two or more countries.

Dependency and social protection

The Council of Europe is studying the various aspects of extended life expectancy
in Europe and the costs arising from it. One area covered is dependency, with a
view to improving social protection for elderly and dependent persons and those
who care for them.

Policies to promote employment

Promoting access to jobs for the unemployed in its member states is a key compo-
nentin the Council of Europe’s social cohesion strategy. The Committee of Experts
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on Promoting Access to Employment completed its work in 2001 and has drafted
guidelines to develop local employment under five main headings: partnership,
equal opportunity and non-discrimination, entrepreneurship, education training and
lifelong learning; it also monitors and evaluates. The Committee’s report identified
barriers to employment, particularly in Central and Eastern European states; as-
sistance projects in Russia, Albania and other member states stress the need to
improve access to employment in line with the Committee’s guidelines and encour-
age a partnership approach to improve the operation of local labour markets.

Children and families

Problems concerning children and families are dealt with through the Forum for
Children and Families, which offers recommendations and promotes information
exchanges. The Forum comprises representatives from member states’ govern-
ments, various Council of Europe bodies, international organisations and NGOs and
a group of children. The issues examined include children’s place in society, social
support systems, child day care, day nurseries, child vagrancy, sexual abuse and
exploitation and residential care. All the Forum’s work stresses children’s rights.

Integrating people with disabilities

The Council of Europe offers a coherent policy for people with disabilities, with
particular emphasis on functional rehabilitation, social integration and full partici-
pation in the life of the community. Its model policy aims to eliminate exclusion of
whatever nature: psychological, educational, family-related, cultural, social, profes-
sional, financial or architectural. The policy promotes independent living and full
citizenship and helps to bring it about through several European initiatives and by
providing a source of inspiration for national legislative reform.

Migration issues

The Council of Europe’s work in this field focuses on the reasons for migratory
movements, the migrant’s legal status and on integrating migrant and refugee
populations. Integration is a major concern, especially in Southern, Central and
Eastern European countries with recent experience of these problems. The Coun-
cil's policies lay stress on integration and provide guidelines to improve community
relations, to encourage cohesion and tolerance and to guarantee migrants’ social
rights. One study, for example, recommends access for non-nationals to public
sector posts.

Irregular migration is a major concern. The Council recommends managing migra-
tion flows by promoting dialogue and partnership between the countries of origin,
of transit and destination. One of its most important tasks is the examination of
regulations and practices affecting the legal status of foreign residents and of other
persons admitted to the territory of member States.

Roma/Gypsies and Travellers

The Council of Europe is helping member states to improve the situation of Europe’s
Roma/Gypsy minorities. It emphasizes two essentials - the need for comprehensive
national and local policies and the need to involve the Roma/Gypsy communities in
drafting them and putting them into action. The Specialist Group on Roma/Gypsies
and Travellers is drawing up guidelines and policy recommendations on issues af-
fecting Roma/Gypsies (human rights, education, employment, housing, etc.). The
Co-ordinator of Activities on Roma/Gypsies has various policy projects in hand in
the context of the Stability Pact for South-East Europe and he co-ordinates the
work of the international organisations in the field.
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Population and demographic developments

The European Population Committee (CAHP) monitors demographic trends in
member states and studies their implications. New working methods adopted in
2002 are giving faster and better results and four special topics are studied each
year. The Committee works with organizations such as Eurostat and the ENECE
to co-ordinate data on populations in Europe. The analyses are a useful tool for
other Council programmes, particularly those dealing with cohesion, and they form
the basis of the Committee’s advice to decision makers. Technical co-operation
among the Council’s member states focuses on population data production and
censuses.

SOLIDARITY
The Council of Europe Development Bank (CEB)

The Development Bank was set up in 1956 under a Council of Europe partial
agreement and currently has 38 member countries. Its main priority is to provide
financial assistance to member states facing social problems owing to the presence
of refugees or displaced persons or victims of natural or ecological disasters.

The Bank'’s field of action extends beyond its primary objectives to take account
of new social and economic priorities.

It grants loans of up to 50% of the total cost of social investment projects aimed
at:

4 creating jobs in small and medium-sized businesses in disadvantaged
regions;

4 developing vocational training programmes;
4 building low-cost housing;

¢ providing social infrastructures in the fields of health (hospitals, health care
centres, etc.), education (schools, universities, etc.), environmental protec-
tion (sewage and refuse treatment plants, etc.), rural modernisation, urban
renewal and the protection and rehabilitation of the historic heritage.

The Bank has set up a “Selective Trust Account” through which it channels a share
of its annual profits into interest and exceptional donations or subsidies for projects
with a particularly high social content in its more needy member countries.

Since it was set up, the Bank has granted loans of over 15 billion euros. The an-
nual lending volume currently stands at about 1.6 billion euros.

Following the 5" capital increase decided in November 1999, its capital amounts
to approximately 4,5 billion euros, its disposable own funds (reserves, paid-up
capital) to approximately 1.6 billion euros.

A centre for global solidarity in Lisbon

The European Centre for Global Interdependence and Solidarity (the North-South
Centre) was set up in Lisbon (Portugal) in 1990 as a Council of Europe partial
agreement. The Centre has two objectives: to raise public awareness of North-
South interdependence and solidarity and to develop links with governments,
local authorities, NGOs, parliamentarians and the media worldwide, with a view
to promoting human rights, pluralist democracy and global education.
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Educating, informing, communicating

Through its workshops, forums, seminars, educational material, publications and
other activities, including an annual North-South Prize and a Global Education
Week, the Centre seeks to raise awareness of human rights and the role of civil
society, to develop international solidarity at local level, to build support for inter-
national development aid, to promote media freedom and to improve North-South

relations.

The North-South Centre publishes a monthly newsletter, The Interdependent.

SELECT DOCUMENTATION

COUNCIL OF EUROPE PUBLISHING
European Code of Social Security: Short Guide
(2002), ISBN 92-871-4885-6
Trends and developments in old-age pension and
Health-care financing in Europe during the 1990s
(2002), ISBN 92-871-4921-6
Promoting the policy debate on social exclusion from
a comparative perspective
(2002), ISBN 92-871-4920-8
Rehabilitation and integration of people with disabili-
ties: policy and legislation (6th edition)
(2002), ISBN 92-871-4827-9
Safeguarding adults and children with disabilities
against abuse
(2002), ISBN 92-871-4919-4
The changing face of Europe - population flows in
the 20th century
(2002), ISBN 92-871-4790-6
Recent demographic developments in Europe
(2001), ISBN 92-871-4783-3 + CD Rom
Fertility and new types of households and family
formation in Europe
(2001), ISBN 92-871-4698-5
Trends in mortality and differential mortality
(2001), ISBN 92-871-4725-6
Education and social cohesion
(2000), ISBN 92-871-4443-5
Diversity and cohesion: new challenges for the inte-
gration of immigrants and minorities
(2000), ISBN 92-871-4345-5
Framework of integration policies
(2000), ISBN 92-871-4341-2
Europe’s population and labour market beyond 2000 -
Volume 1: An assessment of trends and policy issues
(2000), ISBN 92-871-4273-4

OTHER PUBLICATIONS
Electronic Newsletter Social Cohesion Develop-
ments
The movement of Travellers in Council of Europe
member states, MG-S-ROM (2002) 10 rev.
Strategy for social cohesion, CDCS (2000)43
Roma and statistics, MG-S-ROM (2000) 13
Activities of the Council of Europe concerning Roma/
Gypsies and Travellers, MG-S-ROM (2000) 17
Council of Europe Development Bank: Report of the
Governor (2000)
Programme for Children, 1998-2000
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Health protection

The Council of Europe’s goal is to develop an ethical European health policy,
by:

¢ combining human rights, social cohesion and health agendas;

¢ harmonising member states’ health policies in terms of safety and
quality;

¢ developing preventive medicine and health education;

4 promoting patients’ rights, access to health care, citizen participation
and protection for vulnerable groups.

Conferences of European Health Ministers

Europe’s Health Ministers meet regularly to create policies to meet the new chal-
lenges in health care.

Their 7" Conference was held in June 2003 in Oslo (Norway) and has addressed
the issues of “Health, Dignity and Human Rights - the role and responsibility of
Health Ministers”. The next conference will take place in 2007 in Bratislava.

Health care services: a social cohesion perspective

The Council has just issued two publications, the first on adapting health services
to people in marginal situations (Recommendation 2001 (12)) and the second
on methods for drawing up medical practice guidelines (Recommendation 2001
(13)). It is also studying palliative care organization and the impact of technology
on health care - the patient and the Internet.

Health education for young people

The Council of Europe joined forces with the European Commission and the World
Health Organisation Regional Office for Europe in 1991/1992 to set up the Euro-
pean Network of Health-Promoting Schools. Initially a pilot project in four central
and eastern European countries, the network now involves 40 nations, with over
500 pilot schools and 400 000 students. They aim to promote healthy lifestyles for
the school population by building partnerships and encouraging teachers, pupils,
parents and the wider community to work together to improve health.

Blood transfusion: safety and ethics

Voluntary unpaid blood donation and the safety and improvement of haemotherapy
are the Council’s guiding principles to harmonize transfusion practices. A guide
to the preparation, use and quality assurance of blood components is updated
annually and a rare blood group bank has been set up in Amsterdam.

Organ transplants: saving lives

The Council of Europe has set out the ethical principles governing organ trans-
plants. It has already published guidelines for organ donation and is now drafting
European safety standards for organs and tissues. Guidelines on the ethical and
social implications of xenotransplantation - the use of living organs and tissues
from animals for transplantation into humans - will be published shortly.
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Guide to safety and quality assurance for organs,
tissues and cells
(2002), ISBN 92-871-4891-0
Guide to the preparation, use and quality assurance
of blood components, 8" Edition
(2002), ISBN 92-871-4770-1

Plants in cosmetics: Plants and plant preparations
used as ingredients for cosmetic products

Volume 1 (2002) - ISBN 92-871-4703-5

Volume 2 (2001) - ISBN 92-871-4676-4

Health and society - Developing a methodology for
drawing up guidelines on best medical practice
(2002), ISBN 92-871-4788-4

Pharmacopoeia: a world leader

The European Pharmacopoeia sets out common compulsory standards (mono-
graphs) to guarantee the quality of medicines in all member states. The organisa-
tion promotes uniform analytical methods and standardises all substances used in
human and veterinary medicines. National standards are being co-ordinated and
there are now over 1600 compulsory European standards for new medicines.

The work is carried out under a convention ratified by the European Union and
35 member states. However, the Pharmacopoeia’s influence stretches far beyond
the frontiers of Europe; many other countries refer to its standards in their national
legislation.

The European Pharmacopoeia (5" edition - 01.01.2005) has been mandatory
since January 2002. It is available as a bound book, as a CD-ROM and on-line.
Updates are issued three times a year in printed supplements.

The Pompidou Group: co-operation in tackling drug problems

The Pompidou Group is a multidisciplinary forum for ministerial co-operation to
combat drug abuse and trafficking. The Group has 35 member states at present.
It co-operates closely with the new democracies in the fight against drugs through
seminars, exchanges and a training programme for drug-care workers.

The Group’s health ministers meet every three years to review its work and set
new requirements. Current priorities include the prevention of drug abuse, the
social reintegration of addicts and drug users, the operation of the criminal justice
system, the promotion of training and research, particularly into the social cost of
drug abuse, and ethical issues.

The Council is also co-operating with Mediterranean countries in establishing a
network of epidemiology experts.

Health protection for consumers

The Council of Europe aims to improve consumer health protection by a new
approach to nutrition and safety. It has already been instrumental in drafting na-
tional legislation and European Union Directives to harmonize laws and practices
governing the quality and safety of products affecting the human food chain. They
include pesticides, pharmaceuticals and cosmetics.
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Health and society - The adaptation of health care
services to the demand for health care and health care
services of people in marginal situations - Recommen-
dation Rec (2001)12 and explanatory memorandum
(2002), ISBN 92-871-4871-6

The human rights, ethical and moral dimensions of
health care — 120 practical case studies

(1998), ISBN 92-871-3055-8

Vocational rehabilitation for drug users in Europe
(2000), ISBN 92-871-4406-0

Calculating the social cost of illicit drugs — Methods
and tools for estimating the social cost of the use of
psychotropic substances
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Development and improvement of substitution pro-
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(2002), ISBN 92-871-4807-4
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Reducing drug misuse in Europe (Pompidou Group
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(1998), ISBN 92-871-3055-8

Vocational rehabilitation for drug users in Europe
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Education

The European Cultural Convention is the framework for the Council of
Europe’s work on education, culture, heritage, sport and youth. To date,
48 European states have acceded to it and share in the Council’'s work in
these fields.

A framework for action

The Council’s educational and cultural programmes are managed by four steering
committees for education, higher education and research, culture and the cultural
heritage. There are also regular conferences of specialised ministers.

Education: investing in Europe’s future

How can education promote human rights and fundamental freedoms and
strengthen pluralist democracy? How can it unite Europe’s peoples and bring mu-
tual understanding and confidence across cultural divides and national borders?
How can it help Europe’s governments and citizens to meet the challenges facing
our societies?

The Council of Europe tackles these wide-ranging issues by:

4 carrying out major projects on education policy, content and methods in
and out of school;

4 pooling ideas, experience and research;

4 promoting links and exchanges and developing new partnerships and
networks;

¢ promoting the recognition of qualifications across frontiers;
4 publishing practical studies and handbooks for policy-makers and educators;

4 co-operating with other European institutions and non-governmental or-
ganisations.

Partnerships for educational renewal

The Council of Europe’s Directorate of School, Out-of-School and Higher Educa-
tion targets co-operation and assistance to member states under the collective
“Partnerships for Educational Renewal” project. This work fulfils the Council's
educational mission, which is to nurture democracy throughout Europe, to support
educational improvements and reforms, to promote pan-European standards and
good practices and to advise and assist member states with special needs.

Most of this work involves helping individual member or future member states with
structural changes in education legislation, policy, standards and methods in the
Education Directorate’s main fields: languages, history and democratic citizen-
ship. It also promotes regional co-operation and organizes activities to improve
inter-regional dialogue on common issues such as education policy, quality and
provision for minorities.

“Partnership” projects are carried out within planned assistance programmes with
individual partner countries and by specific programmes to help member states to
fulfil their membership obligations.
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Democratic security, social cohesion and educational policies

This activity is part of the Council’s work as a pan-European forum for educational
policies on democratic security and social cohesion. It investigates topical problems
quickly and effectively, and in particular its aims are:

4 to identify major educational problems in the new Europe;
4 to evaluate trends, guidelines and options in member states’ educational
policies;

4 to promote dialogue between decision-makers, teaching staff, parents and
NGOs on a pan-European scale by exchanging information and spreading
new ideas and good practice.

The Council has published reports on violence at school, the challenges of sci-
ence education, new information technologies in schools, equality at school and
strategies for educational reform.

Education for democratic citizenship

In 1997 the Council for Cultural Co-operation (CDCC) set up the Education for
Democratic Citizenship (EDC) project to review the meaning of participatory de-
mocracy and the status of the citizen and to identify the values and skills needed
for citizenship and how they can be acquired and passed on.

The exploratory phase (1997-2000) investigated the necessary skills and training
strategies. The research was used in training activities and in analysing grass-roots
citizen projects or “sites of citizenship”.

The EDC’s new phase (2001-2003) has focused on developing and implementing
citizenship education policy, supporting the networking of practices in member
states and setting up a European clearing house for citizenship activities and
networks. Education for human rights and active, responsible citizenship is crucial
to the development of pluralist democracy. The Council of Europe has special pro-
grammes to help new democracies to design curricula and teaching resources in
these key subjects and many policy-makers and practitioners have been trained
in new approaches. The Council of Europe is also responsible for co-ordinating
work in education for democratic citizenship under the Stability Pact for South-
East Europe.

Education for intercultural and interfaith understanding

The Council of Europe has responded to the tragic events of September 11 2001 by
intensifying its work for tolerance and dialogue within the culturally diverse societ-
ies of modern Europe. A new project will review existing concepts of intercultural
education and the particular need to prepare young people for dialogue across
confessional boundaries on issues of or involving religion.

Higher education and research

The Steering Committee for Higher Education and Research (CD-ESR) is respon-
sible for the Council of Europe’s higher education and research activities. Its aim
is to develop higher education and research in Europe on the basis of common
democratic principles and the values of the European university heritage, includ-
ing the freedom to learn, teach and research and self-government for academic
institutions within a democratic society.

Priorities include contributing to the creation of a European Higher Education Area,
promoting education for social cohesion in the communication society, applying
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the Convention (ETS No.165) on the recognition of qualifications in the European
region, reforming higher education in South-Eastern Europe, promoting access
to higher education and preserving the autonomy and the heritage of European
universities.

Creation of a European Higher Education Area (Bologna Process)

Higher education in Europe is currently undergoing the most extensive and signifi-
cant reforms for decades. The reform movement, known as the Bologna Process,
aims to establish a European Higher Education Area by 2010, emphasizing its
European dimension and its role as the guardian of a democratic culture. Educa-
tion systems within this area will be transparent, the degree system reformed and
qualifications recognized; higher education will be better adapted to the labour
market and life-long learning encouraged.

The Council’s particular contribution will be in the recognition of qualifications and
the reform of degree structures.

The CD-ESR acts as a link between countries in the Bologna Process and other
signatories of the European Cultural Convention, who can benefit from the Process
without joining it formally.

Recognition of qualifications in Europe

The Council of Europe worked alongside UNESCO in this field, within the framework
of the Convention on the Recognition of Qualifications concerning Higher Educa-
tion in the European Region (ETS 165). The Convention was opened for signature
in Lisbon in April 1997 and came into force in February 1999. 40 countries have
ratified the Convention and a further fifteen have signed it.

The Council also co-operates with UNESCO in running a Network of national in-
formation centres on academic mobility and recognition (ENIC) (www.enic-naric.
net).

Learning and teaching in the communication society

This project, launched in 2001, covers the work of the CD-ED and the CD-ESR
in developing proposals and educational policy guidelines to meet the demands
arising from the sweeping changes in European societies, taking account of the
impact of the new technologies. Its three objectives:

4 todraw up a situation report on recent developments following the introduc-
tion of information technology in European education systems;

4 to identify the problems and the remedies applied

4 to draft policy proposals on basic and further training and developments in
the teaching profession.

Language policies

The project on “Languages, Diversity, Citizenship” promotes a diversified approach
to language learning in the context of democratic citizenship in Europe. Activities
include helping member states to analyse their language policies and promoting
effective strategies for greater diversification, including developing and piloting
common European instruments of reference. Special importance is attached to
intercultural education, the mutual recognition of competences to improve mobility
and employment prospects, and lifelong learning for participation in an interna-
tional society.
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European Day of Languages

The Council of Europe has declared 26 September an annual European Lan-
guages Day to be celebrated all over Europe. The theme for 2002 was “Lifelong
language learning”, a follow-up to the successful European Year of Languages
2001 organised by the Council of Europe and the European Union. This campaign
involved thousands of people across 45 countries in events celebrating the benefits
of being multilingual.

The campaign was based on the principle that language skills are important for
mutual understanding, democratic stability, employment and mobility. It highlighted
the value of linguistic diversity and the importance of offering all citizens the oppor-
tunity of learning languages. The annual European Day of Languages will maintain
the momentum and build on the results, deepening its main themes.

The European Centre for Modern Languages

The Centre was set up in Graz (Austria) under an enlarged partial agreement,
initially for three years (1994-1997), and is now a permanent Council of Europe
institution. At present, 33 states subscribe to the agreement.

The Centre is a forum for teacher trainers, training programme administrators, text-
book authors, curriculum developers, experts on educational standards, evaluation
and certification methods and officials responsible for language policies. It deals
specifically with implementing language policies and innovation and the spread
of good practice in modern language learning and teaching. It works on the basis
of a four-year Medium term programme.

History teaching in schools

The project “Learning and teaching about the history of Europe in the 20th century”
has produced documents to reform teacher training and teaching resources for
secondary schools, focusing on the 20th century. Foremost among them was a
history teachers’ handbook on different ways to teach the 20th century, with guides
or teaching packs on women'’s history, nationalism, the Holocaust, voluntary and
forced migration and the use of films in history teaching. It also recommended
using museums, oral history, the audiovisual media and archives, to help students
to understand the forces that shaped the last century. The Committee of Ministers
adopted the first Recommendation of its report on “Teaching history in the 21st
Century” (Rec. (2001) 15).

“Teaching and Remembrance”

Schools in member states will observe a “Day of remembrance of the Holocaust
and of crimes against humanity” on the dates they think most appropriate, as a
follow-up to this Recommendation, and as agreed by the Ministers of Education
(Cracow, October 2000).

The reform of history teaching and textbooks

The teaching of history makes a special contribution to the knowledge, skill and
attitudes of the future citizens of democratic societies. The Council of Europe
has a long tradition in history education and is drawing on it to help new member
states to reform their history curricula, publish new textbooks and train history
teachers. Its three major projects include: a programme on curricula, standards,
new textbooks and training in the Russian Federation; the Black Sea Initiative,
involving Bulgaria, Georgia, Moldova, Romania, the Russian Federation, Turkey
and Ukraine in seminars, projects and the production of a teaching pack; and the
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Thilisi Initiative, involving authors from Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia and the Rus-
sian Federation in the preparation of a joint history textbook.

The Council of Europe is also co-ordinating work on history teaching in South-East
Europe under the Stability Pact, focusing on the training of history teachers, teach-
ing resources, higher education, and non-formal education for young people.

Education for Roma-Gypsies

In 2001 a new 3-year project was launched to improve the education of Roma-
Gypsy children in practical terms, in line with declared principles through teacher
training seminars, links with other sectors of the Council and with NGOs in the field,
and above all in close cooperation with Roma groups and other stakeholders.

Europe at School Competition

This annual event for schools is co-sponsored by the Council of Europe, the Eu-
ropean Commission, the European Parliament and the European Cultural Foun-
dation. It is designed to interest young people of school age in European affairs.
Every year several hundred thousand young people take part in the competition
in CDCC countries, including an increasing number in the new democracies. An
Internet Award Scheme with the motto “Towards a Citizens’ Europe” was set up in
1999/2000 and is open to schools in the 32 countries involved in “Europe at school”.
The prize-winners are invited to spend a week at the European Youth Centre in
Strasbourg in July and are given information about the Council of Europe’s priori-
ties, including education, and its main institutions: the European Court of Human
Rights, Parliamentary Assembly.

In-service training programme for educational staff

The Council of Europe In-service Training Programme for Educational Staff gives
a European dimension to school education and teacher training in the 48 signatory
states of the European Cultural Convention. The programme targets educators
at primary and secondary level who can transfer the benefits of the course to the
greatest number of teachers and students. Some 5000 teaching professionals
take part every year, including those from the host country.

Some 80 annual courses and seminars present the Council’s priorities and
projects: education for democratic citizenship and human rights, the teaching of
history, responses to violence in everyday life in a democratic society, education
of Roma/Gypsy children, intercultural and interfaith dialogue, the evolution of the
teaching profession, the impact of new technologies and the European dimension
in school education.

Twice yearly, in May and November, the Council of Europe publishes a list of
forthcoming courses and seminars in the Cultural Convention states. Practical
information, including the list, the guidelines for applicants and the national liaison
officers of the 48 signatory states is available on the Council of Europe website at
http://www.coe.int/T/E/Cultural_Co-operation/education/Teacher%5Ftraining/>

European Secondary School Student Exchange Programme
(ESSSE)

This programme was launched in 1998. It offers 3-month European study bursaries
to senior secondary-school students. It is based on cultural exchange and linguistic
considerations play a minor role. Participants stay with host families and go to
school with their peers. It operates in conjunction with organisations experienced
in the field and it prioritises East-West exchanges and bursaries for South-East
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European students. A Conference in Athens in May 2002 reviewed the programme

with a view to extending it.
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Culture and heritage

Intercultural dialogue and conflict prevention

In Europe, as in other continents, culture is sometimes misused to justify inter-
cultural and inter-religious conflicts. Although cultural policies can not solve all
society’s problems, the Council of Europe is convinced that cultural communication
is essential both in preventing conflict and in reconciliation.

The Cultural Policy and Action Department’s new intercultural dialogue and con-
flict prevention project will analyse the sources and mechanisms of intercultural
or inter-religious conflicts in order to prevent them and to reconcile the parties in
the post-conflict phase.

Cultural diversity and cultural citizenship

Europe’s cultural richness is its diversity, its common heritage and the basis of its
unity. The Council’s project on Cultural Policy and Cultural Diversity helps member
states to develop a comprehensive approach to policies for cultural diversity.

The project will organise a series of workshops on strategies, tools and case stud-
ies on subjects such as:

4 cultural entrepreneurship and diversity,
intercultural communication and conflict prevention,
culture, diversity and everyday life,

diversity and mainstream public institutions and

> o o o

decentralisation and cultural planning approaches to diversity.

Cultural policies

The European national cultural policy review programme encourages Europeans
to pooling experience, in order to:

4 identify problems and learn from the success or failure of national and
regional measures ;

4 give the Council of Europe a broad overview member states’ cultural prob-
lems and to propose solutions;

4 gather information and compare objectives and practices within Europe
and outside it.

Cultural policy has already been reviewed in Albania, Armenia, Austria, Bulgaria,
Croatia, Estonia, Finland, France, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Moldova, the Netherlands,
Portugal, Romania, the Russian Federation, Slovenia and Sweden. Evaluation is
under way in Andorra, Azerbaijan, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Georgia, Malta, and “the
Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia”.

The “Compendium” of European cultural policies is the first electronic cultural policy
information system in Europe. It offers a range of functions to access national
cultural policy profiles and to allow international comparisons: http://www.cultur-
alpolicies.net. Information on current policy trends is one of the Compendium’s
most important features.
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South-east Europe and Caucasus

The technical assistance and co-operation programmes help member states to
develop cultural policies. MOSAIC — Managing an Open and Strategic Approach
in Culture — fosters exchanges and co-operation among South-eastern European
nations. The Stage project — Support for Transition in the Arts and Culture in Greater
Europe — is a framework for exchange and co-operation involving Armenia, Az-
erbaijan and Georgia, assisting them with the transition of their cultural policies.

Promotion of European cinema

The Culture Committee drafted the European Convention on Cinematographic
Co-production to guarantee the future of the European cinema through high quality
co-productions and its Convention on the protection of the audiovisual heritage
was opened for signature 8" November 2001.

Eurimages

Eurimages is the Council’s partial agreement established in 1989 for the co-pro-
duction, distribution and exhibition of European cinematographic works. It has 32
member states and annual funding of some 20 million euros. So far Eurimages
has supported the co-production of over 900 full-length feature films and documen-
taries. The rules and conditions for assistance were changed recently to reflect
developments in filmmaking and to respond better to the needs of those working
in the industry.

The Board of Management set up two schemes: one for films with real circulation
potential and one for films reflecting the cultural diversity of European cinema.
Support for distribution and cinemas is available to member states which do not
have access to the European Union’s Media programme.

New information technologies

The New Information Technologies project (1999-2001) was designed to develop
a European policy to protect human rights and cultural diversity, to promote free-
dom of expression and information and to maximise the educational and cultural
potential of these new communication tools.

The project gave rise to a Declaration on a European Policy for New Information
Technologies, the first international text stressing the importance of a policy for
applying the new technologies to cultural and educational activities.

Electronic publishing, books and archives

Books and electronic publishing make a major contribution to freedom of expres-
sion, democracy and human rights and have a vital role in promoting cultural and
linguistic diversity and pluralistic expression.

The Electronic Publishing, Books and Archives Project (1992-2000) was designed
to strengthen pluralist democracy, promoting access to information in central and
east Europe and adapting the book sector to the new electronic environment. lts
publications include guidelines on book development, electronic publishing and library
legislation, national book sector reviews and demonstrations of print-on-demand, a
technique ideally suited for distributing literature in less common languages.

At present the Archives section is working on the European Policy on Access to
Archives (Recommendation No. R (2000) 13), including programmes such as
“Reconstitution of the memory of Poland”, “Komintern Archives” and a contribution
to the Intercultural Dialogue and Conflict Prevention Project.
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European art exhibitions

The Council of Europe’s art exhibitions are designed to promote knowledge and
appreciation of European art. More than twenty-six exhibitions have been staged
so far, covering the major artistic periods from prehistory to the present day, the
cultural role of certain prominent historical figures and more recently the question
of the interaction between art and society in Europe.

The 27th exhibition comprises two parts: “Otto the Great, Magdeburg and Europe”
(Magdeburg, 2001) and “The Centre of Europe around 1000 AD” (successively in
Budapest, Berlin, Mannheim, Prague, Bratislava. The 28th exhibition was dedicated
to Leonardo Da Vinci. In 2006 the expositions will be held in Budapest, Milan,
London, Munich and Oxford.).

CULTURAL HERITAGE

Linking communities through Europe’s shared heritage

History, migration and globalisation are responsible for the fact that so many
different communities live side by side in Europe today. The aim today must be
to help them all to gain a better knowledge of others and their heritage, develop
an awareness of common values on this basis, and so come to understand one
another better, and feel themselves part of a shared European identity. In 2003-4,
the Council of Europe has prepared a new legal instrument to:

4 express a broader, transverse conception of Europe’s heritage, both separate
and shared, by affirming everyone’s right of access to the heritage of his/her
choice, provided that the rights and freedoms of others are respected;

4 lay down the principle of fair treatment for the heritages which embody
Europe’s various cultural traditions;

4 commit contracting countries to bringing in heritage policies and education
schemes which are calculated to foster intercultural dialogue and under-
standing;

¢ establish a pan-European co-operation network for the joint working-out
of criteria for sustainable development within the “network economy” and
“information society”;

4 redefine the spheres of action and the responsibilities of government and
the market in a context where knowledge and skills are a development
resource and a target for investment by firms.

Formulating and disseminating heritage standards

Following the lead provided by the Grenada (architectural heritage) and Valetta
(archaeological heritage) Conventions, the Steering Committee for Cultural Herit-
age is working on joint standards, methods and good practices for such matters
as interpretation and explanation of cultural heritage, digitalisation of heritage
assets, preservation and reconstruction of historic buildings, renovated housing
in historic centres, and sustainable development and funding of heritage protec-
tion and enhancement. Serious thought is being given to involving civil society,
business and voluntary workers in caring for the heritage, since extension of that
concept to an ever-widening range of objects and values is making it impossible
for the authorities to cope unaided.
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Technical co-operation and field work

The “Reference Framework for the Technical Co-operation Programme: Sustain-
able Development Strategy 2003-2005" lays down guiding principles for co-opera-
tion and practical action on cultural and natural heritage. These principles take
account of the experience gained in the last twenty-five years and relate it to the
Council of Europe’s current programme and new priorities. Special emphasis is
laid on the contribution which heritage can make to local sustainable development,
and on helping countries to reform their institutional framework and policies;

Activities in 2001-2002 included three pilot projects — for Rostov Veliky (Russia),
Karst (Slovenia) and Thilissi (Georgia) — which were completed with the help of
188 expert reports by 108 specialists. The regional programme for the cultural
and natural heritage of South-East Europe / territorial development 2002-2004 (7
countries) and the regional programme for the cultural and natural heritage of the
South Caucasus / management of historic towns 2002-2004 (3 countries) were
also launched.

Sparking awareness, getting the public involved

Every September, the European Heritage Days highlight little-known aspects
of the heritage, as many historic buildings and sites are specially opened to the
public. In 2002, 48 countries covered by the European Cultural Convention were
actively involved. The Council of Europe and the EU co-ordinate the scheme, which
generates a host of cultural and educational initiatives the length and breadth of
Europe;

The European Cultural Routes — of which the old pilgrim route to Santiago de Com-
postela was the first to be developed — help to foster a sense of cultural affinities
and a shared past unaffected by frontiers. They not only bring the various cultural
traditions into focus, but also — thanks to the wide-ranging impact of cultural tourism
— give local development a powerful impetus. The work of the European Institute
of Cultural Routes (Luxembourg) will in future be backed by regional centres and
local initiatives in all the countries of Europe.

Teaching heritage

For the last fifteen years or so, the Council of Europe has been promoting herit-
age education. This is based on a dynamic, interdisciplinary approach, and uses
special activities to put young people in touch with various aspects of the cultural
and natural heritage. Another aim is to draw them closer together by making them
aware of the cultural identity they share — and the many different strands it com-
prises. Seen in this light, heritage education holds the key to conflict-prevention,
tolerance, democratic citizenship training and social integration.

The current pilot project, “Europe, from one Street to the Other” was launched in
this context in 2001. Aimed at 9-12 year-olds and involving schools in some thirty
European countries, it covers a host of activities — all of them based on streets
in the young participants’ home neighbourhoods. This brings lessons to life and
makes for a sense of immediate involvement, but it also helps children to open
up to “others” and understand them better. Encouraging them to look and really
notice what they see, it teaches them to register the similarities — and differences
— between streets throughout Europe.

European Heritage Network (HEREIN)

The European Heritage Network (www.european-heritage.net) is a new work-aid
for heritage authorities, professionals and researchers. Offering a data bank on
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European Convention for the protection of the Audio-
visual Heritage - Strasbourg, 8.XI. 2001 (ETS No. 183)
(2002), ISBN 92-871-4819-8

European Cultural Heritage - Volume Il, A review of
policies and practice

(2002), ISBN 92-871-4867-8

European cultural heritage - Volume |, Intergovern-
mental co-operation: collected texts

(2002), ISBN 92-871-4864-3

The heritage of European universities

(2002), ISBN 92-871-4960-7

Living wooden culture throughout Europe

(2002), ISBN 92-871-4882-1

Urban rehabilitation policy in Thilisi (Georgia)
(2002), ISBN 92-871-4944-5

The Council of Europe Declaration on Cultural Di-
versity

(2001), ISBN 92-871-4663-2

Differing diversities: Cultural policy and cultural
diversity

(2001), ISBN: 92-871-4649-7

Public access and freedom of expression in networked
information: guidelines for a European cultural
policy

(2001), ISBN 92-871-4651-9

Cultural policy - A short guide

(2000), ISBN 92-871-4301-3

Cultural Policies in Europe: local issues

(2000), ISBN 92-871-4326-9

Cultural policies in Europe: regions and cultural
decentralisation

(2000), ISBN 92-871-4229-7

Guidance on the development of legislation and ad-
ministration systems in the field of cultural heritage
(2000), ISBN 92-871-4292-0

“Eurimages Guide”: fund for the co-production, dis-
tribution and exhibition of European cinematographic
works (2000)

Cultural policies in Europe: method and practice of evalu-
ation

(1999), ISBN 92-871-3759-5

Networking culture - The role of European cultural
networks

(1999), ISBN 92-871-3924-5

In from the margins. A contribution to the debate on
Culture and Development in Europe

(1997), ISBN 92-871-3336-0

European Convention on Cinematographic Co-pro-
duction and explanatory report (No. 147)

(1993), ISBN 92-871-3000-0

European Convention on the Protection of the Ar-
chaeological Heritage (ETS 66)

(1979), ISBN : 92-871-0113-2

Convention for the Protection of the Architectural
Heritage of Europe (ETS 121)

(1985), ISBN : 92-871-0799-8

European Cultural Convention (ETS 18)

(1982), ISBN : 92-871-0074-8

«Policy notes» series (4 titles)

LB3d 353MGI3T30:
Brochure « Europe: from One Street to the Other”
(2002)
Exists in English, French, German, Italian, Spanish and
Russian.
Leaflet « The European Heritage Days »
(2002) - bilingual French-English
CD-Rom - Moments of traditional music in Europe.

LB3d RMJIIJ3IESI30:
Declaration on a European Policy for New Information
Technologies adopted by the Committee of Ministers
on 7 May 1999.
Available online at: http:/cm.coe.int/ta/decl/1999/99dec4.
htm
Recommendation No. R (2000) 13 on a European
Policy on Access to Archives adopted by the Com-
mittee of Ministers on 13 July 2000.
Available online at: http://cm.coe.int/ta/rec/2000/2000r13.
htm
Cultural policies in Europe : a compendium of basic
facts and trends (2001).
Available online at: http://www.culturalpolicies.net
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heritage policies in Europe, a thesaurus, a portal giving access to national web-
sites, forums, virtual exhibitions, etc., it helps to link specialists, publicise good
practices and implement the various heritage conventions. Some thirty countries
were involved in 2003 - and the network’s ultimate aim is to cover all the 48 coun-
tries which have signed the European Cultural Convention.
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COUNCIL OF EUROPE PUBLISHING
European Convention for the protection of the Audio-
visual Heritage - Strasbourg, 8.XI. 2001 (ETS No. 183)
(2002), ISBN 92-871-4819-8
European Cultural Heritage - Volume II, A review of
policies and practice
(2002), ISBN 92-871-4867-8
European cultural heritage - Volume |, Intergovern-
mental co-operation: collected texts
(2002), ISBN 92-871-4864-3
The heritage of European universities
(2002), ISBN 92-871-4960-7
Living wooden culture throughout Europe
(2002), ISBN 92-871-4882-1
Urban rehabilitation policy in Thilisi (Georgia)
(2002), ISBN 92-871-4944-5
The Council of Europe Declaration on Cultural Di-
versity
(2001), ISBN 92-871-4663-2
Differing diversities: Cultural policy and cultural
diversity
(2001), ISBN: 92-871-4649-7
Public access and freedom of expression in networked
information: guidelines for a European cultural
policy
(2001), ISBN 92-871-4651-9
Cultural policy - A short guide
(2000), ISBN 92-871-4301-3
Cultural Policies in Europe: local issues
(2000), ISBN 92-871-4326-9
Cultural policies in Europe: regions and cultural
decentralisation
(2000), ISBN 92-871-4229-7
Guidance on the development of legislation and ad-
ministration systems in the field of cultural heritage
(2000), ISBN 92-871-4292-0
“Eurimages Guide”: fund for the co-production, dis-
tribution and exhibition of European cinematographic
works (2000)
Cultural policies in Europe: method and practice of evalu-
ation
(1999), ISBN 92-871-3759-5
Networking culture - The role of European cultural
networks
(1999), ISBN 92-871-3924-5
In from the margins. A contribution to the debate on
Culture and Development in Europe
(1997), ISBN 92-871-3336-0
European Convention on Cinematographic Co-pro-
duction and explanatory report (No. 147)
(1993), ISBN 92-871-3000-0
European Convention on the Protection of the Ar-
chaeological Heritage (ETS 66)
(1979), ISBN : 92-871-0113-2

Convention for the Protection of the Architectural
Heritage of Europe (ETS 121)

(1985), ISBN : 92-871-0799-8

European Cultural Convention (ETS 18)

(1982), ISBN : 92-871-0074-8

«Policy notes» series (4 titles)

OTHER PUBLICATIONS:

Brochure « Europe: from One Street to the Other”
(2002)

Exists in English, French, German, Italian, Spanish and
Russian.

Leaflet « The European Heritage Days »

(2002) — bilingual French-English

CD-Rom - Moments of traditional music in Europe.

OTHER DOCUMENTATION:

Declaration on a European Policy for New Information
Technologies adopted by the Committee of Ministers
on 7 May 1999.

Available online at: http://cm.coe.int/ta/decl/1999/99dec4.
htm

Recommendation No. R (2000) 13 on a European
Policy on Access to Archives adopted by the Com-
mittee of Ministers on 13 July 2000.

Available online at: http://cm.coe.int/ta/rec/2000/2000r13.
htm

Cultural policies in Europe : a compendium of basic
facts and trends (2001).

Available online at: http://www.culturalpolicies.net

WEBSITES

Directorate General - Education, Culture and Heritage,
Youth and Sport
http://www.coe.int/T/E/Cultural_Co-operation

Cultural Policy and Action
http://www.coe.int/T/E/Cultural_Co-operation/Culture
New information technologies (N.I.T.)
http://www.coe.int/T/E/Cultural_Co-operation/Culture/
Compleded_projects/NIT

Eurimages
http://www.coe.int/T/F/Coopération_culturelle/Eurimages
Cultural and natural heritage
http://www.coe.int/T/E/Cultural_Co-operation/Heritage/
European Heritage Network
http://www.european-heritage.net

INFORMATION SERVICE

For further information please contact the information man-
ager of the Cultural Policies and Action Department of the
Council of Europe, Council of Europe, 67075 Strasbourg
Cedex, France, E-mail: decsrdu@coe.int.

Culture and heritage
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Environment, Landscape
Protection and Sustainable
Development

The Council of Europe’s member states face various challenges regarding
the environment, landscape protection and sustainable development and re-
gional or spatial planning, which often require an international approach.

The Council of Europe has drawn up a number of instruments and guide-
lines to:

4 protect and manage the natural environment in Europe;

¢ conserve and enhance the human environment and habitat;
4 develop spatial planning and development concepts;
¢

promote acomprehensive approach to balanced sustainable develop-
ment.

Pan-European Biological and Landscape Diversity Strategy

The Strategy approved in 1995 by the Ministerial Conference on “An environment
for Europe” is designed to encourage the pooling of initiatives, machinery, funds,
scientific research programmes and existing information in order to preserve and
improve biological and landscape diversity in Europe. It aims to ensure that:

4 threats to Europe’s biological and landscape diversity are reduced sub-
stantially;

4 the resilience of Europe’s biological and landscape diversity is increased;
¢ Europe’s ecological coherence is strengthened;

4 the public is fully committed to preserving biological and landscape diver-
sity.

The Strategy is an innovative and proactive approach to reversing the deteriora-
tion of Europe’s biological and landscape diversity. It aims to integrate ecological
considerations into social and economic sectors.

The Strategy reinforces existing measures and identifies additional measures to
be taken over the next two decades. It also provides a consistent approach and
common objectives for national and regional action to implement the United Na-
tions Convention on Biological Diversity.

The Strategy is being implemented through the commitment of the major European
institutions. Its secretariat is provided jointly by the United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP) and the Council of Europe.

European fauna and flora: preserving wildlife

The Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats
(1982), better known as the Bern Convention, aims to protect rare and endangered
animal and plant species and natural habitats. It lists protected species, contains
provisions for protecting natural habitats, regulates the methods used to exploit
certain species and asks states to regulate trading in animals, particularly rare
species.

115




116

Ghgeb ey wbeha ey o dgghie ghgembghs

Gomgmdliss Geamb ga6mdoest, oby seGogomsb. dobo Gadogogatigds nsbrobyl 40-ds
Gaa6ds Jaggebsd, 036035380685, Bobsgnd s LsBs sezGognmBs Lbgmdfogmd (bathgobs
asbed, bbygomds @ Hbolids).

30M3J6I&N3 TG 6336-dOWA)d  IZGMIIR0  JLIO
seGoibgmos IGszomo Lbgsesbbgs 3693@030 Lasdligdo 3sndm. sdz0ds0 340 @agmmo

LB0cagaBognGo Baghdsmol Bydagamo n36m3amo Jbgmo gsGogh 3 Bommomb 3gdBeG by
B BoGomd.

OENRJOVEN — I3AHMANL  SINGIH IR0
3030 BVIGM36I30L  303MbOSIRI3O

greofgigesBo 2000 fab doggbye gaodne gobgigesde wibeBugol aahmaa

2608608 gngmo msbrBgoel (B B"’“’““m 300529303 bedsgdgdob”s

do(3 30569301 gmggemmoe baG 36930 336990l J36056) tgakgg@mbo degaBGm’Hn
atha%mgFAng amggle ggﬁmdﬁo bdsgBols ©a330L396, 3 s @ sg9ad U396
g b0, Geadggoons Bobsbios hmondm’aﬁ hdﬁ(nﬁmaﬁabb admﬁmanduﬁ mdan—
ame.slm ©3 2oG9dml Bm(‘mh ©385msbligdm s 3G OO0 353806y ©sgGREMB0
Badeeo gsbzomsdgdol domfags. 3sGes sdobs, dmﬁaaﬁeoo'ﬂn 3um35;@oh905363g@m ,,33670)301;
Lodgeol msbeBagdgdol 3Ggdool™ dobogads 3 dG0g0 s Ggaombrmo bymolinegmad

117

o s6bsdmsyhmde meysobsgogdol dugé @Bty Bogols 56 mBaldagbgbaliongol
y! 1

Godmgdos Boo J3ggbgdBo wsbmBspdol szl @8 dstmgel ghgds.
RO3®2M30 3IJ6330L RIG3NLLHMZOL

@337 BaOoEHOO0sms  g3em3gmo  ©odmmdo  3sesg3gds 03 FGogmegdl,  Gedgmans

~‘\erj () aﬂadd S o B"Gl‘%d d:“’ ab: 'nufu O‘)ED‘) Q> d \Jj G ”“u1 dsdol stol
QUG-

©03medon o g BadodmGoge 36,3l dnfgol LodpopGgbs o8 dGsgam-
BO30IOL 3aBsbaboghbah. eeobsngol gesbrnmpbon 60-By dgho o dwmdos asgdgezo-

LOI3056MBNLAIBOL  LOYFNGM 0EVMGH3OCGNO RO 3O6O0IWIBO

96Hdol

30l Bobobs @ gasbrmmgdon 40 ghmgbgmo Lasgghhml Jhgeols 3xd3gmden,  g3-
sl 1odger (momedl bsbogseogbsde dnfghbog © gaedmeamo 3xgiel ol
60TgBmemdol mscdsby (oEbol 3o3gmdsl. gGbsmo BaEYGMIS sBndgdl Laderl
Bog® gbbmd30gmadam Lbgsmslbbgs Lsbol bsg80sbmdst @s gadepmadst sdsbgomadl olgo
gy, Gogotog ol samnémmo g sgontgmds,  mobeBsghol gbethnbpds w©o
Broaomo 3bz0mstds.

Q0303330 3N3IGORD 3063000 I30L  3NLONRBIZOR

03006 ogadaety 3obboldggdye BoboligGos gatmdgm gmbgHbogdty (CEMAT)
odﬁobgbmﬁ V{J.’}F’“ hobggﬁ%’ntgmg&n G305 6.360\5an5 6g30mbamo s LoghEomo ©saadzol
g g b93d0. §0bBIBBE0s gaGoregbel s3sbgomadl Gggombymo

o6 logzomo Qaagaaanh Agdpedon o 36T deabae. gumBedogm6, ggmmmae6 ©
Tbogosen® 39630056938%.

Gemgdols 336333580 Fdydsggdumos Goao wngdgbhgdols, Gedgmas bsgmdggm by 0dsdog-
3 bogegomo ©3338306 3nmoogs. b eegmdghibos gaemiol Ggaombrmmo/logGzomn
©53330301 Fo60s,Gemdgmogs Fbsdls 3Bl ©sagada0l dGsgemdbGg, gb0ne, 3Gdgmaspsh
Seomohogsh, 0 gatm3ol Ggzombimo ©sagad30l LGsdaas. bbby BBl Ggaombam
©s3039359 351;31501;33@3@ BoBolihems gbezg®b(3003 doomm bsbymBdmasbamem 360b(0 3gb0
936030b 3obiobgbihol dey 89630006g80bs0030L%. gb @b 9bOgbzggoR o dhorn
© aaagmwms Fodspl 933@ 3306555 Berrols 0r36533Gerdgomdolismgols.

33J63364030 RO SIIEMMB0ISN 30&SOLOGHMBI3N —
LO3IGENIGM 010653 BHMIMSO

1987 fizpob dusBo gogredies gaéemdol forodéogo Ggoobtdghs LG Sfigbbago
o Bodb 60 gssbdGagdol 6 sgomgdols @ dsmn dnbofol Jgdobggasdo
©30ls @bamaznh obgsbotghol oo™ (EUR-OPA, Bymsbbip dsbdsbubo
Tagmbggdol Blisbid). Jgmsbbgdol byemdmfass ggdemoss Gmamda ga6miol bsdbdel Ga,

116

117

The Bern Convention is also open to European and African non-member states.
It has been ratified by 40 member states, the European Community, Monaco and
three African states (Burkina Faso, Senegal and Tunisia).

European network of biogenetic reserves

A variety of natural habitats have been listed in an inventory. There is now a Eu-
ropean network comprising some 340 protected “biogenetic” reserves covering
more than 3 million hectares.

Landscape, areflection of Europe’s cultural diversity

The European Landscape Convention, adopted in Florence in 2000, underlines the
value of all landscapes which includes “everyday” ones which form the setting in
which people live their daily lives. The Convention sets out measures for protect-
ing, managing and planning landscapes throughout Europe in order to achieve
sustainable development based on a balanced and harmonious relationship be-
tween social needs, economic activity and the environment. The Convention also
provides for the award of a “Council of Europe Landscape Prize” in recognition of
the policy or measures put into effect by local and regional authorities or NGOs
for the protection and management of their landscapes.

An award for nature conservation

The European Diploma of Protected Areas is awarded to areas whose natural
heritage is particularly important and which are adequately protected.

The sites awarded the diploma bear witness to the wealth and diversity of nature
in Europe. More then 60 diplomas have been awarded to date.

Information and education for action

Through its network of correspondents and some forty national agencies the
Council seeks to raise awareness of the importance of protecting the natural and
cultural environment. The magazine “Naturopa” highlights the various activities
undertaken by the Council and focuses on themes such as the cultural heritage,
landscape preservation and sustainable development.

A blueprint for sustainable development

The European Conference of Ministers responsible for Regional Planning (CE-
MAT) brings together representatives of the Council’'s member states to examine
the challenges of regional or spatial planning. The work of CEMAT focuses on
sustainable economic, environmental and social development in greater Europe
through regional or spatial planning.

Over the years, a number of texts have been adopted which have guided spatial
planning policies: the European Regional/Spatial Planning Charter which advo-
cates a comprehensive, functional, long-term planning policy and the European
Regional Planning Strategy. More recently, CEMAT adopted the “Guiding principles
for sustainable development of the European continent” which provide a flexible
and foreward-looking framework for co-operation between member states.

Natural and technological disasters — bringing the experts to-
gether

An open Partial Agreement on major natural and technological hazards, covering
prevention, protection and the organisation of relief (the EUR-OPA Major Hazards
Agreement), was concluded in March 1987. This is open to Council of Europe

Environment, Landscape Protection and Sustainable Development
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Human rights and the environment

(2002), ISBN 92-871-4777-9

European Landscape Convention - Firenze, 20.X.2000
(ETS No. 176)

(2000), ISBN : 92-871-4499-0

Oceans

(1999), ISBN : 92-871-3876-1

The challenges facing European society with the ap-
proach of the year 2000 — Strategies for sustainable
development of European states in the Mediterranean
basin

(1997), ISBN 92-871-3227-5

Globally threatened birds in Europe — Action plans
(1996), ISBN 92-871-3066-3

Pan-European Biological and Landscape Diversity
Strategy

(1996), ISBN 92-871-3046-9

Convention on civil liability for damage resulting
from activities dangerous to the environment (ETS
No.150)

(1993), ISBN 92-871-2320-9

European Regional Planning Strategy

(1992), ISBN 92-871-1995-3

Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife
and Natural Habitats (“Bern Convention”) (ETS No.
104)

(1982), ISBN 92-871-0020-9

I3

LL3d 353MBI3T30:
Naturopa (magazine published in English and French,
twice a year)
“Nature and Environment” series
(more than 100 titles)
“Environment Encounters” series
(more than 40 titles)
Strategy Bulletin
(published every other month in English, French, German,
Italian and Russian)
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ment
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http://www.coe.int/T/E/Cultural_Co-operation/Environ-
ment/CEMAT
Tgos6b3pds BobBHodnto LagGobygdeb Bgbsebgd “EUR-
OPA”
http://www.coe.int/T/E/Cultural_Co-operation/Disasters

member states, and also to outside states, such as Morocco, Algeria and Lebanon.
At present, twenty-five states are involved. The European Commission, UNESCO,
WHO and the UN Department of Humanitarian Affairs also take part, and Japan
has observer status.

The Agreement aims at closer, more dynamic co-operation between the member
states, spanning various disciplines and using all the available resources and
know-how to manage, and help others to manage, major hazards effectively.

Risk prevention is the chief priority: showing children how necessary precautions
are, using the media (e.g. TV, radio, Internet) to tell the public the things they
need to know, comparing and analysing national laws on risk management, etc. A
network of Euro-Mediterranean centres helps to get member states interested and
turn them into active participants. These centres — of which there are now twenty
- contribute in a practical sense to realisation of the partners’ shared objectives by
running European information, training and research programmes.
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from activities dangerous to the environment (ETS
No.150)

(1993), ISBN 92-871-2320-9

European Regional Planning Strategy

(1992), ISBN 92-871-1995-3

Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife
and Natural Habitats (“Bern Convention”) (ETS No.
104)

(1982), ISBN 92-871-0020-9

OTHER PUBLICATIONS:
Naturopa (magazine published in English and French,
twice a year)
“Nature and Environment” series
(more than 100 titles)
“Environment Encounters” series
(more than 40 titles)
Strategy Bulletin
(published every other month in English, French, German,
Italian and Russian)

WEBSITE
Environnement and sustainable Development
http://www.coe.int/T/E/Cultural_Co-operation/Environ-
ment
Nature and biological diversity
http://www.coe.int/t/e/Cultural_Co-operation/Environment/
Nature_and_biological_diversity
European Landscape Convention
http://www.coe.int/t/e/Cultural_Co-operation/Environ-
ment/Landscape
European Conference of Ministers responsible for
Regional Planning (CEMAT)
http://www.coe.int/T/E/Cultural_Co-operation/Environ-
ment/CEMAT
EUR-OPA Major Hazards Agreement
http://www.coe.int/T/E/Cultural_Co-operation/Disasters

Environment, Landscape Protection and Sustainable Development
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Promoting tolerance and ethics in sport

Sport is another area where the Council of Europe’s activities are governed by the
European Cultural Convention.

The Committee for the Development of Sport (CDDS) implements the European
Sports Charter while two Convention Committees oversee the Conventions on
spectator violence and doping in sport. The CDDS also manages a pan-European
work programme and prepares the European Sports Ministers’ Conferences.

Israel has observer status with the CDDS.
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The Council of Europe acts on two fronts to maintain the integrity and the virtues
of sport, the first of which was emphasised at the Strasbourg summit in 1997:

4 promoting “Sport for All” as a means of improving the quality of life, facilitat-
ing social integration and contributing to social cohesion, particularly among
young people;

¢ fostering tolerance through sport and defending sport against the serious
threats currently facing it.

The Council of Europe is involved in these specific fields because it regards sport
as important for the example it sets, the part it plays in social integration, especially
of socially disadvantaged groups, its contribution to the health and well-being of
the population, and the ethical values it promotes. Recent work is exploring the
role of sport in working with refugees and internally displaced persons.

Democracy in sport

The adoption in 1975 of the Sport for All Charter transformed the European sports
landscape and helped to democratise sport on an unprecedented scale. Today the
Council of Europe needs to address the same challenge and encourage similar
developments in the new member countries, for instance by promoting voluntary
activities.

Since 1992, the work of the Committee for the Development of Sport (CDDS) has
been guided by the European Sports Charter (an update of the 1975 Charter),
complemented by the Code of Sports Ethics. It aims to make ethical, safe and
healthy sport accessible to everybody through the widest possible co-operation
and the appropriate distribution of responsibilities between governmental and
non-governmental organisations.

Personal well-being

As in-depth research work demonstrates, close links exist between physical ex-
ercise and health. The CDDS has initiated various activities to promote healthy
lifestyles and participation in sport, such as Eurofit, a set of physical fitness tests
covering flexibility, speed, endurance and strength which was devised for children
of school age and has been used in many European schools since 1988. A similar
Eurofit for adults was published in 1995.
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Doping: pleasure in competing or chemical crutches?

The Anti-Doping Convention (1989) aims to reduce and eventually eliminate doping
in sport at all levels by establishing binding rules to harmonise anti-doping regula-
tions. It has to date been ratified by 43 member states of the Council of Europe,
as well as Australia, Canada and (former) Yugoslavia.

The Convention includes measures to:
¢ restrict trafficking in doping substances;
4 step up dope testing and improve doping control procedures;
¢ support education and information programmes;
¢ make sure that the penalties imposed on offenders are effective.

The “Clean Sports Guide”, an educational and information pack (produced in co-
operation with the European Union), is available for schools and sports organisa-
tions.

The Council of Europe is also represented on the Foundation Board of the new
World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) and is following its work closely.

Football: pleasure in the game or violence in the stands?

The European Convention on Spectator Violence and Misbehaviour at Sports
Events and in particular at Football Matches was drawn up in 1985.

The Convention’s Standing Committee monitors compliance with the anti-violence
measures it contains and issues practical recommendations (for example, a list of
70 items to be checked before any major sports event).

In particular, the Convention recommends:
4 policing grounds and access routes;

separating rival supporters;

controlling ticket sales;

excluding troublemakers;

curbing alcohol sales;

security checks;

clearly apportioning responsibility between organisers and authorities;

> & & o o o o

constructing grounds and temporary stands to guarantee spectator safety.

The convention has an article on education, the aim being to instill tolerance and
fair play in a new generation of sports lovers. Specific efforts are also made to
prevent racist behaviour and discrimination at sports events. To date, 40 member
countries and (former) Yugoslavia have ratified the Convention.

Sport, tolerance and fair play

In May 1996 the CDDS, together with the Dutch authorities, held a highly success-
ful Round Table on Sport, Tolerance and Fair Play. Since then two other Round
Tables have been held in Lisbon and Nicosia. National Ambassadors for Sport,
Tolerance and Fair Play were appointed in more than half the member states in
1997. Their role is to encourage fair play, tolerance and respect for others in sport
in their home countries and to set up programmes to teach and encourage toler-
ance and other ethical values in and through sport.
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Social cohesion and sport

The role that sport can play in furthering social cohesion is another area where
the Council of Europe — supported by the Committee of Ministers’ adoption of a
recommendation on the subject — contributes to the democratisation process,
particularly among young people.

Considerable emphasis has been laid on providing sports programmes for mi-
nority groups such as migrants, refugees, the unemployed, prisoners and young
delinquents and people with disabilities. The programmes are either carried out in
conjunction with central, regional or local government or entrusted to the voluntary
sports sector in the countries concerned. Social cohesion through sport has a
special and very important role to play in the reconstruction and the reconciliation
process in south-east Europe.

The new challenges

Following the rapid increase in its membership, the CDDS set up a mutual assist-
ance programme known as SPRINT (Sports Reform Innovation and Training) in
1991 to help new member states reform their sports structures. The programme
covers the following:

4 legislation on sport;

¢ the funding of sport;

4 sports management training;

4 the promotion of voluntary activities.

In order to ensure that the principles set out in the European Sports Charter are
applied throughout Europe, the CDDS conducts various ad hoc activities (train-
ing and promotion seminars) to encourage the practical application of particular
articles of the Charter in areas such as:

4 protecting sport from harmful influences (combating intolerance, encourag-
ing sportsmanship and fair play);

4 preventing discrimination in sport (publicising information on the applica-
tion of the principles of the European Sports Charter to women and people
with disabilities);

4 publicising the links between sport and health;

¢ defending the place of sport in the education of young people on the basis
of the 1995 Lisbon Manifesto;

4 exchanging information on new types of sports facilities;

4 investigating the economic impact of sport.
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Youth

Opening up Europe to young people
The Council of Europe’s main goals for young people are:

4 to encourage young people to take an active part in strengthening civil
society in Europe and to help them to meet its challenges and their own
aspirations through non-formal education and participation;

4 to promote and develop youth policies in Europe, with special emphasis on
democratic citizenship and better educational and employment opportunities.

Young people, youth associations and networks, civil movements, government
agencies and experts participate in ongoing consultation on policy objectives and
practice in the youth field. The Council of Europe also encourages the develop-
ment of youth associations, networks and initiatives, and stimulates international
co-operation between youth organisations.

The Council’s youth sector has set itself the following priorities for 2003 — 2005:

Promoting intercultural dialogue and peace;

¢
¢ Education in human rights and social cohesion;
¢ Participation and democratic citizenship;

¢

Establishing and developing appropriate youth policies.

TRAINING FOR EUROPEAN YOUTH WORK
The European Youth Centres (EYCs)

The European Youth Centres in Strasbourg and Budapest are international resi-
dential training and meeting centres. Their advisory team provides educational and
technical assistance in preparing, running and following up youth activities.

- Every year they organise several courses for young people who are active in youth
organisations and initiatives. These courses cover youth activities, international
co-operation, intercultural education and non-formal education and training, with
special emphasis on human rights, minority issues, intercultural dialogue, demo-
cratic citizenship and peace. The development of civil society in conflict areas is
a particular concern.

Youth organisation members meet experts at some 35 one-week international
study sessions to discuss a wide variety of subjects.

Expert meetings, seminars and symposia allow youth workers to exchange
views on selected issues and to broaden their perspectives on youth policy. The
Council’s policy-makers make a careful study of participants’ ideas and recom-
mendations.

Financial support for international youth projects

The Council of Europe provides some 2.5 million euros annually to the European
Youth Foundation (EYF) to support youth activities across the continent. Over
300 000 young people from member states have benefited from EYF activities
since 1972.
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Getting young Europeans on the rails

The Council of Europe and the International Union of Railways (UIC) have joined
forces to set up the Solidarity Fund for Youth Mobility which supports mobility
projects for disadvantaged young people. Since its creation in 1995 the fund has
supported some 270 projects and allowed over 5 000 young people to travel across
Europe for international meetings and projects.

Youth Cards: carte blanche for youth mobility

The partial agreement between the Council of Europe and the European Youth
Card Association (EYCA) provides a system of Youth Cards for people under 26
years of age, giving them access to the goods and services they need to travel
for personal and cultural development - and for fun, of course!

Europe-wide research

A European research network promotes contact between scientists, governments
and non-governmental youth organisations and supports comparative multinational
research projects.

Development and consolidation of democratic stability

The Council of Europe’s Assistance programme includes training courses, study
visits and consultations in central and east European countries. The object:

4 to set up youth associations and structures in central and eastern Europe
in order to strengthen civil society;

4 to help these countries to develop youth policies locally, regionally and
nationally;

4 to encourage intercultural dialogue;

4 to promote exchanges between young people from all over Europe.
Democratic Leadership Programme

The objective of the Democratic Leadership Programme (DLP) is to strengthen the
political skill and competence of future politicians, journalists and NGO leaders in
central and eastern Europe as the best way to ensure democratic security.

The programme aims to establish trust between young leaders from different
societies and ethnic communities and to build a network of DLP Alumni to initiate
activities within the core programme.

European youth worker training

The Partnership Programme on European Youth Worker Training, a joint venture
between the Council of Europe and the European Commission, has been operating
since 1998. The programme finances training courses and materials for European
youth workers. Its activities include an annual training forum, a website, a magazine
(Coyote) and a series of educational and training publications (T-Kits). Its projects
emphasize developing the curricula and improving the quality of training.

Youth policies: encouraging participation and citizenship

The European Steering Committee for Youth (CDEJ) brings together representa-
tives of ministries or bodies responsible for youth matters from the 48 States Parties
to the European Cultural Convention.

The CDEJ works specifically on issues related to youth participation and citizen-
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ship, non-formal education and youth voluntary service.

It has drafted the Committee of Ministers recommendations on:

¢ information and counselling for young people in Europe;

communication and co-operation in youth research in Europe;

> o o o

promoting voluntary service;
youth mobility;

youth participation and the future of civil society.

The “Young Active Citizens” Prize

A special prize for innovational projects aimed at involving young people in local
and regional life was introduced in 2002.

Itis proposed to renew the award in 2005 on the theme the “Participation of young

women in political life”.

COUNCIL OF EUROPE PUBLISHING

Supporting young people in Europe: principles, policy
and practice

(2002), ISBN 92-871-4954-2

The Council of Europe and youth: thirty years experi-
ence

(2002), 92-871-4976-3

Exploring the European youth mosaic: the social situ-
ation of young people in Europe

(2002), 92-871-4952-6

COMPASS — A Manual on Human Rights Education
with Young People

(2002), ISBN 92-871-4880-5

Violence against young women in Europe: seminar
report

(2001), ISBN: 92-871-4834-1

Transitions of youth citizenship in Europe — culture,
subculture and identity

(2001), ISBN 92-871-4430-3

Youth research in Europe - the next generation: per-
spectives on transitions, identities and citizenship
(2001), ISBN: 92-871-4534-2

Keys to participation in eastern Europe

(2000), ISBN 92-871-4482-6

SELECTED PUBLICATIONS AND DOCUMENTATION

Vulnerable youth: perspectives on vulnerability in
education, employment and leisure in Europe - Euro-
pean Youth Trends

(2000), ISBN 92-871-4248-3

Youth cultures, lifestyles and citizenship

(2000), ISBN 92-871-3985-7

International reviews of national youth policy in Esto-
nia, Finland, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Romania,
Spain, Sweden

OTHER PUBLICATIONS

Brochure and leaflet « Young people building Europe
— Participation, peace and human dignity»
Forum on Human Rights Education (2001)

doct ion and report also online at: http:/
www.coe.int/hre)
« T-Kits »

educational and training publications (online: www.train-
ing-youth.net)

(T-Kits are produced and published within the Partnership
Agreement with the European Union on European youth
worker training.)

Youth



134 135

135
shscopys b

Coyote Q5358330010  06BVMH3>BNNLAIBOL Coyote FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT:

magazine on European youth worker training, issued in R5I353306-R00):

co-operation with the European Union

Education pack

ideas, resources, methods and activities for informal inter-
cultural education with young people and adults (1995)
(available online at: http://www.ecri.coe.int)

Domino

handbook on peer education as a means of combating
racism, xenophobia, anti-Semitism and intolerance
(1995)

(available online at: http://www.ecri.coe.int)

06&3660&3306%:RI30

sbagegedols @ Webigob bspobgdel @odglbabogo

http://www.coe.int/youth

g@hmal sbzgsbigmo. ggfibhe, dgesigie

http://www.eycb.coe.int

Js6gfomheds sbamasbhpmdal lgghmBa dmdgBagy gater-
e G

http://www.training-youth.net

sbommpereedobs o intiol bsntiols oyl
3ol sbamasbiam (3Gt LhGhatdnhado
30 rue Pierre-de-Coubertin

F-67000 Strasbourg

Tel.: +33 3 88 41 23 00

Fax: +33 3 88 4127 77/78

E-mail: youth@coe.int

gatedab sbamasdhrgm EbEL dgesigihde
Zivatar utca 1-3

H-1024 Budapest

Tel.: (36 1) 2124078

Fax: (36 1) 212 40 76

E-mail: eycb.secretariat@coe.int
sbogmasBremdols

Tel.: +33 3 88 413205

Fax: + 33390 2149 64

E-mail: eyf@coe.int

magazine on European youth worker training, issued in
co-operation with the European Union

Education pack

ideas, resources, methods and activities for informal inter-
cultural education with young people and adults (1995)
(available online at: http://www.ecri.coe.int)

Domino

handbook on peer education as a means of combating
racism, xenophobia, anti-Semitism and intolerance
(1995)

(available online at: http://www.ecri.coe.int)

WEBSITES

Directorate of Youth and Sport
http://www.coe.int/youth

European Youth Centre, Budapest
http://www.eycb.coe.int

Partnership on European youth worker training
http://www.training-youth.net

Directorate of Youth and Sport
European Youth Centre Strashourg
30 rue Pierre-de-Coubertin
F-67000 Strasbourg

Tel.: +33 3 88 41 23 00

Fax: +33 3 88 4127 77/78

E-mail: youth@coe.int

European Youth Centre Budapest
Zivatar utca 1-3

H-1024 Budapest

Tel.: (36 1) 21240 78

Fax: (36 1) 21240 76

E-mail: eycb.secretariat@coe.int
European Youth Foundation

Tel.: + 333 88 41 3205

Fax: + 33390 2149 64

E-mail: eyf@coe.int

Youth




136

J3mM30L R&HMBO, 30360 RO
3»3J30330

336HM3A0L  R&HM3O

ga0olsongol Bsggbindos gzem3al @Omds: (3olgg® BBy sdmlsbamo 12 odémbagdo gsé-
lggeosgo. badstmsdghihm sbsddemaol dogh Fatdnmagbomo gl wGmds 1955 Fouml wssd-
30G% 936030L bsdgml BobolBems gmdodgdds. 3sOzgmagms Fog aaﬁahabnat‘mgbh 236m3gmmo

Eend

bambgdols gGomdsh, boge gBds — 12 — mgmgmos @ bégmgmeordols Loddo-

ol Gotdmsmagfl. 1986 Frol dsoloss gzomlol ©Omds gyt gsgdotol mgogosmnGo
oddegoeny gsbees.

Ubgs gsbegdols o6 modermgoadgmo Sakgdols dogh gaGmdgma bodbmmel asdngafgdels
Bglisbgd abgmBszaols domnds Bgdemgds gaBedol Lsddmls Lsdstmmgdéog bagdgms 1 aofa-
Go6 @obdBmGsHB0 (bhHoldasa) o6 g3tmgmdobasdo (dGogbymo).

33m0M30L 30360

1972 Gyl g36m3ob Lsddob dobolgems Jododabds ©ssdhgons g36m3ol Jodo, Gmdymo

bodormbools . Lok

Go6B0swaghl edon 356 dgmdmggbol dg3bey Lodgmbool Dol ool 3Ggmnosl
Yo, b ppsoshol sGsbgabon. Jodbo ggams g3GmInm (bgnbosmby bhmmends.

934M30L /XD

1964 Ggml 30bobyems 3odoBgdds doomm  3swsfy3gdomgds,  Gm3 ggtm3ol Lsddeml
©ss6lgdols g, 5 Bsobio, smaBodbgieaegl Lgzm3ol wmge”. mebolidogiel dabsbos g3Om3als
399600056900b 8780 Lsbmgswmgdol 3sbmddogo Bsrogs.

OR3INSENL  IVWI3501d  IZGHMIIRN 3653300

308308601 gmadsms ggﬁm\}gg@o deggBGonh ©d7m939800 gemgsmolifobgdgm bsgdosbmdsBo
Bghebomo 3sblsggmEgdmmo §a Ls60dbsgec, 1980 nggls o6oliGms  gmdodads
ssfighs gamlol bbb sesdashol gemndsms Hogios.

1s3s6msdgbite sbsddmgol Bogh asdezdamo Lol baggadggmby, dobolidy

3

0O
B8 FgmofaBo gombgm Lg®sbdn®ado sxomemadl smggae 30698k, ?ca':jﬂabl} by~
egdgdl o6 3Gsbsdmaghmdm megsbobsogdl. 3Ggdos Famdmaeaghl mJoml dgosmlbs ©s
300563080l Bogh seadosbols mapgdsms a30b bagdgdo Bydsbomo Famomol swdbad-
3690 Ladsgom Loggelb.

JOMOJTB0L  IZGMIIRN 353300

Tag@omga@mdnmo dldpsden asGynmo bagdosbmdol smbsboBbsgse, g36m3ol Ladgmb badsé-
336%™ sbsddmgols 336530, Hgaombsmado ©sggadzols s swaommdGogo dstmggmmdols

obgsboms gododgo Jemsdgdls ©s dabog Bt s0ggdl moGlgdols Vbgseslbgsage®
Komemgl. 33moByame doghodgdse dgdegao Lsbob yomemmyde: g36mInmo @0 dmmdo,
©06L930L sesdo, LedsBom ©oliger Lsdsblmgdm Fsdrfgdon o6 gzom3gmo 3Mgdos.

IBHM3IR0  3»I300

2360390 3633000 @sxomEMgds 1955 Fmopsb gogamGmon@e brgds. gl sGob g3dm3nmo
s6536mdmmdol bafdgdo Fgebormo Famomalogol oo dsmapgdgdobogel gl
o dsmmgbo gomEe. badsbrsdyihm sbsddmgol asGydnb, Gggombamo wagadzobs oo
3030m™3G030  JsBmggmmdol o@asbmms gmdodgdol o gedmamgbomo  3sdsGx3gdnmo

21

[T 396adsg b, dG0bxsml Jgosmbs ©s bsdsblmg®m ©odmemdl. gsGos

s30bs, 338G g8 Fobogy BB asesgie8s 7 600 gaterls megbmdel 36ndos, Ger-

gmogz 3sbgmmgbomos, doGomsmsm, ol shamasbems dmdsmsggos g3Gm3ols Gm3gmody Lbzs
330996580 Lob{fsgmademoe dobsgmobgdmas.
03EM3IR0  RO3IM3N RVIGINOD  SIGHNSMHNI30LOIBOL

©s sbBsghols 86y Fgdols Leggndo gaGndol Lsdgerls godogdol
v\sﬁ);ganﬁgbnm doboligyms oo 4ol “1965 §omb @ssBligbam ©03mmdl. ©odmmdo

136

137

The European flag,
anthem and prizes

The European flag

Everyone knows the European flag: a circle of 12 gold stars on a blue background.
The Parliamentary Assembly proposed it and the Committee of Ministers of the
Council of Europe adopted it in 1955. The circle of stars represents the union of
the peoples of Europe. The number of stars is invariable, twelve being the symbol
of perfection and completeness.

Since May 1986, the European flag has also been the official emblem of the Eu-
ropean Union.

Information concerning the use of the European emblem by outside bodies or
individuals can be obtained from the Council of Europe’s Directorate General of
Legal Affairs in Strasbourg, or the European Commission in Brussels.

The European anthem

In 1972 the Committee of Ministers adopted Herbert von Karajan’s musical ar-
rangement of the prelude to the “Ode to Joy” from Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony
as the European anthem. It is played at European ceremonies.

Europe Day

In 1964 the Committee of Ministers decided that 5 May, the anniversary of the
founding of the Council of Europe, should be celebrated as Europe Day. Its purpose
is to involve the public more closely in European unification.

The European Human Rights Prize

In 1980, the Committee of Ministers instituted the Council of Europe Human Rights
Prize in recognition of outstanding contribution to the cause of human rights as
enshrined in the European Convention on Human Rights.

The Committee of Ministers awards the prize in Strasbourg every three years to
a person, group of persons, institution or non-governmental organisation from a
list submitted by the Parliamentary Assembly. The prize consists of a gold medal
and a certificate commending the winner’s contribution to the protection of human
rights.

European awards for towns

The Council of Europe Parliamentary Assembly’s Committee on the Environment,
Regional Planning and Local Authorities awards various honours to towns and
municipalities in recognition of their European activities. They may qualify for one
of the following distinctions: the European Diploma, the Flag of Honour, the Plaque
of Honour or the Europe Prize.

The Europe Prize

The Europe Prize, awarded annually since 1955, is the highest distinction which
can be awarded to a municipality for its contribution to European co-operation.
The winning authority is chosen by the Parliamentary Assembly’s Committee on
the Environment, Regional Planning and Local Authorities and receives a trophy
(retained for one year), a bronze medal and a diploma. The winning municipality

137




138

ggmdab chnds, dodba g Mogdogdo

gogds dubdGog Byg-3sGagdl, Goghdsmgdl oF Lsghmsdmobn 360dsby
©090b, Bodmgdogy 3g3sgmzomgdgh 31690G0z0 d3zz0eGmdol Lazzel Gog d‘méaﬁﬂmaubh @
Lsdysbogtrm, g nemmo ©3/s6 @alggbgdol masmbstGolon maGbamadsh FoGdmswaghh.
308563057 By B g36m3ol bsdde brmo Geool 3s63sgmmdsdo sqobablgdl. gl
3005 hawmmng,gaoh 803!‘1 Boghbgdamo 335360 BgdmGagdols dgdna Bglisdmmms demdwgaber
bgoo Genoo 3oa6dgesegh.

33450M30L 353300 FIBIV3I30LAIBOL

1977 figerh eoobbezo gb degdes aomogufs dgfbgndl, Gedmbag aibbaggoéobyezo
faemomo sJgb sbomo g3t gambatamo dpdzzoedymdel FgbsBhinbdel Lajdydo.
369905 Fo63mspabl gldsbymo degsbrsgol, bsb doGml anat‘) Egh&vﬂg@g&gw 3606l Job-
©539800 s Essbmegdomn 5 000 g3eml mEgbmdol msbbsl. Fmogy 9309801 3mdoghydo
Fdsgomo aderggongigmo gatednma dgbgmdgol age doferegdm gbpopsdms boowsh
3935639890 3nbgndo s0dByzs badsOmsdnbEm sbsddmgol gamBnGols s 3sbsmmgdols
330BBob dogé.

33EM30L 3GE0B0 LOSIWIOVIM  3GHM3GHO3I30LOIOL

g36m3ol 3t goggmmonGr 3sesegds bymggmobe badgmagotor SGmamsdgl gdegs
Beadobazogbdo: ,FbshaGmo oo™, eegdgbhaGo Gomdo”, ,dodeobsty dngmabgde”™ oo
“IRIS* (geodyboonsdomol 3653930). Jobgmebo gfgeds gatmdal bsddebs @ bbgs
J36e3nmo mosobsgagbol dogs. mmbolidagdels dabsbas gmabam, Gaaombam ©s seomM-
603 gmbnGems Fpdnddgemobs @8 Asgmagtogbdel bymdafymds @ dmemo mbol

BsnCandenmdols bt
EALA) 9 OOIOFIRYIOB-

Q5306330010  06BVMGH3>GN0LLAI3NL 30356 0100):

aomgeme goemdtol grbeb
Jan Van Goyenkade 5
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E-mail: PRIX-EUROPA@t-online.de
Website: http://www.prix-europa.de
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Europa-Zentrum

Bachstrale 32

D-53115 Bonn

Tel.: (49) 228 72 900 40

Fax: (49) 228 72 900 90

E-mail: eas-cu@t-online.de

Website: http://www.europe-at-school.org
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also receives some 7.600 euros to be spent, in principle, on a study visit in Europe
by some of its young citizens.

The European Diploma of Protected Areas

The Committee of Ministers awards this diploma, established in 1965, on the
advice of the Committee for the Activities of the Council of Europe in the field of
Biological and Landscape Diversity. It is awarded to natural parks, reserves or
sites of international importance which meet certain criteria for safeguarding the
natural heritage, and takes their scientific, cultural, and/or recreational value into
account.

The Council sponsors the area for a five-year period, which may be extended for
further five-year periods after strict on-the-spot appraisal by specialists.

The Council of Europe Museum Prize

Established in 1977, this annual prize honours a museum judged to have made
an original contribution to the preservation of the European heritage. It consists of
a bronze statuette donated by the Spanish artist Joan Miré and a sum of roughly
5.000 euros. The winning museum is selected by the Parliamentary Assembly’s
Committee on Culture and Education from among the museums shortlisted by the
independent European Museum of the Year Award Committee.

The Prix Europa for television programmes

The Prix Europa is awarded annually for the best television programmes in the
categories of “Fiction”, “Non-fiction”, “Current Affairs” and “IRIS” (multicultural
programmes). The competition is organised by the Council of Europe and other
European institutions. It aims to promote the creativity and diversity of national,
regional and local cultures, and to encourage high-quality broadcasting.

Further information is available from:

European Cultural Foundation

Jan Van Goyenkade 5

NL-1075 HN Amsterdam

Tel: (31) 20 676 02 22 Fax: (31) 20 675 22 31
E-mail: PRIX-EUROPA@t-online.de
Website: http://www.prix-europa.de

Europe at School

This is an annual event in which prizes are awarded for the best essays and paint-
ings on a European theme by school children. The purpose of the competition is
to interest young people of school age in European affairs. Since 1986, “Europe
at School” has been a joint activity of the Council of Europe, the Commission of
the European Communities and the European Cultural Foundation (Amsterdam).
Prizes include a sum of money, a special journey, medals, books, etc.

For further information, please contact:

“Europe at School” Co-ordinating Unit
Europa-Zentrum

Bachstrale 32

D-53115 Bonn

Tel.: (49) 228 72 900 40

Fax: (49) 228 72 900 90

E-mail: eas-cu@t-online.de

Website: http://www.europe-at-school.org
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The European flag, anthem and prizes
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European institutions:
what’s what?

Note the difference:

Council of Europe

An international organisation in Strasbourg which comprises 46 democratic coun-
tries of Europe.

and
European Council

Regular meeting (at least twice a year) of the heads of state or government from
the 25 member states of the European Union for the purpose of planning Union
policy.

Parliamentary Assembly

The deliberative body of the Council of Europe, composed of 315 representatives
(and the same number of substitutes) appointed by the member states’ national
parliaments.

and
European Parliament

The parliamentary body of the European Union which comprises 732 members
from the 25 European Union countries, elected by universal suffrage.

European Commission of Human Rights

The Commission ceased to operate in November 1998 with the creation of the
single European Court of Human Rights. Before then, it examined the admissibility
of all individual or state applications against a member state in accordance with
the European Convention on Human Rights.

and
European Commission

The executive organ of the European Union based in Brussels which monitors
the proper application of the Union treaties and the decisions of the Union institu-
tions.

European Court of Human Rights

Based in Strasbourg, this is the only truly judicial organ established by the European
Convention on Human Rights. Itis composed of 45 judges* and ensures, in the last
instance, that contracting states observe their obligations under the Convention.
Since November 1998, the Court has operated on a full-time basis.

and
Court of Justice of the European Communities

Meets in Luxembourg and ensures compliance with the law in the interpretation
and application of the European Union treaties.
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and

International Court of Justice

Judicial body of the United Nations which meets in The Hague.
European Convention on Human Rights

Treaty by which the member states of the Council of Europe undertake to respect
fundamental human rights and freedoms.

and
Universal Declaration of Human Rights

Adopted by the United Nations in 1948 in order to strengthen the protection of
human rights at international level.

European Social Charter

The Council of Europe Social Charter guarantees social and economic rights and
is a counterpart to the European Convention on Human Rights.

and
Charter of fundamental rights

Charter adopted by the European Union in December 2000 at the Nice European
Council.
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Key dates

5 MAY 1949

Treaty of London, establishing the Council of Europe, signed by ten states: Belgium,
Denmark, France, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway, Sweden
and the United Kingdom.

4 NOVEMBER 1950

Signature in Rome of the Council’'s Convention for the Protection of Human Rights
and Fundamental Freedoms — the first international legal instrument safeguarding
human rights.

19 DECEMBER 1954

Signature of the European Cultural Convention, forming the framework for the
Council’s work in education, culture, youth and sport.

16 APRIL 1956

The Resettlement Fund (now the Council of Europe Development Bank) set up to
help member states with socially oriented projects.

12 JANUARY 1957

The Standing Conference of Local and Regional Authorities of Europe (now the
Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of Europe) set up by the Council of
Europe, to bring together local and regional authority representatives.

18 SEPTEMBER 1959

The European Court of Human Rights established by the Council in Strasbourg,
under the European Convention on Human Rights, to ensure observance of the
obligations undertaken by contracting states.

18 OCTOBER 1961

The Council’s European Social Charter signed in Turin as the economic and social
counterpart of the European Convention on Human Rights.

1 JUNE 1972
The Council’s first European Youth Centre is opened in Strasbourg (France).
27 MARCH 1980

The Pompidou Group established by the Council as a multi-disciplinary forum for
inter-ministerial co-operation against drug abuse and trafficking.

26 NOVEMBER 1987

Signature of the European Convention for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman
or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, drawn up by the Council of Europe.

8 JUNE 1989

Special guest status introduced by the Council’s Parliamentary Assembly, to
forge closer links with the parliaments of new member states moving towards
democracy.

30 APRIL 1990
The Council’s North/South Centre opened in Lisbon (Portugal).
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10 MAY 1990

The European Commission for Democracy through Law (the “Venice Commission”)
established by the Council to deal with legal guarantees on democracy.

8 AND 9 OCTOBER 1993

First Council of Europe summit of heads of state and government in Vienna
(Austria) adopts a declaration confirming its pan-European vocation and setting
new political priorities in protecting national minorities and combating all forms of
racism, xenophobia and intolerance.

17 JANUARY 1994

The Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of Europe (CLRAE) set up by the
Council’'s Committee of Ministers to replace the Standing Conference of Local and
Regional Authorities of Europe.

1 FEBRUARY 1995

Signature of the Framework Convention for the Protection of National Minorities,
drawn up by the Council of Europe.

15 DECEMBER 1995

Opening of the Council’'s second European Youth Centre in Budapest (Hungary).
4 APRIL 1997

Signature of the Council’s European Convention on Human Rights and Biomedicine.
10 AND 11 OCTOBER 1997

Second Council of Europe summit of heads of state and government, in
Strasbourg (France).

12 JANUARY 1998

Signature of the Council’s Additional Protocol to the European Convention on
Human Rights and Biomedicine, prohibiting the cloning of human beings.

1 NOVEMBER 1998

Single permanent European Court of Human Rights established in Strasbourg
under Protocol No. 11 to the Council’s European Convention on Human Rights.

27 APRIL 1999

Georgia joins the Council of Europe.

5 MAY 1999

50th Anniversary of the Council of Europe.

4 NOVEMBER 2000

50th Anniversary of the European Convention on Human Rights.
25 JANUARY 2001

Armenia and Azerbaijan join the Council of Europe.
24 APRIL 2002

Bosnia and Herzegovina joins the Council of Europe.
3 APRIL 2003

Serbia and Montenegro joins the Council of Europe.

Key dates
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306853580 (3gmebigonn)  asodstims gGmiol baddel Lsbgmdfogmgdols © dosgbedgiol Monaco joins the Council of Europe.
Bgmsmeos dglsdy Lsdogo.

16-17 MAY 2005

Third Council of Europe summit of heads of state and government in Warsaw
(Poland).
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1. (CCC) Council for Cultural Co-operation
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2. (ECHR) European Convention on Human Rights
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3. (ECSC) European Coal and Steel Community
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4. (ESC) European Social Charter
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5. (EU) European Union
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6. (ICME) International Committee of the Movements for European Unity
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7. (NATO) North Atlantic Treaty Organisation
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8. (OEEC) Organisation for European Economic Cooperation
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9. (OSCE) Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe
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Abbreviations

1. CCC Council for Cultural Co-operation

2. ECHR European Convention on Human Rights

3. ECSC European Coal and Steel Community

4. ESC European Social Charter

5 EU European Union

6. ICME International Committee of the Movements for European
Unity

7. NATO North Atlantic Treaty Organisation

8. OEEC Organisation for European Economic Cooperation

9. OSCE Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe
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Council of Europe
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Tel.: +33 (0)3 88 41 20 33
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E-mail: infopoint@coe.int
Website: http://www.coe.int
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Council of Europe Publishing

F-67075 Strasbourg Cedex

Tel.: + 33 (0)3 88 41 25 81

Fax: +33 (0)3 88 41 39 10

E-mail: publishing@coe.int

Website: http://book.coe.int
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3ok bsdger
F-67075 Strasbourg Cedex
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Bobigiol orgpdggeaty. Wodsmadghier obadbeol ool gsblsgeambsth obogbl @
303 040530 bdtgbo o6 508355056

O»IN3T30LO RO ROEOEIGIBNL  3064013d
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Gemorgsb. Bgbadmgdgmos wegndghthgbol Lgsbotgds o %m@)mumbnh 35300

©sdsthgdomo obgm@dsgoatngols dodsbogom:
archives@coe.int
Baogobo: +33 (0)3 90 21 43 77
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Bobazagbol gmmadiogdos gnmadaago asbsmmadobs s 3stgdnb waaol Lgggdemgdde.
Bodmommggs asbemsabnmos el Lsbdol Fgbmdels (btsbdasao) Sobggm LaGommy.
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Council of Europe contact and
information points

Infopoint

The “Infopoint” is situated in the central library area, on the left of the main entrance
to the Palais de I'Europe.

If you want information or documentation about the Council of Europe’s activities,
please contact:

Infopoint

Council of Europe
F-67075 Strasbourg Cedex
Tel.: +33 (0)3 88 41 20 33
Fax: +33 (0)3 88 41 27 45
E-mail: infopoint@coe.int
Website: http://www.coe.int

Council of Europe Publishing

Over 1500 publications in both official languages (English and French) are distrib-
uted worldwide to present the Council of Europe’s work in all fields.

Council of Europe Publishing

F-67075 Strasbourg Cedex

Tel.: + 33 (0)3 88 41 25 81

Fax: +33 (0)3 88 41 39 10

E-mail: publishing@coe.int

Website: http://book.coe.int

LIBRARY AND ARCHIVES DIVISION SERVICES

Library and Archives Division
Council of Europe
F - 67075 Strasbourg Cedex

Access to archives and both libraries by public is by appointment with 24 hours notice.
Access by public is not allowed during sessions of the Parliamentary Assembly.

Archives & Records Management

The Archives & Records Management Unit keeps all referenced documents of the
Council of Europe, as well as the historical archives of the various departments
since 1949. A scan-on-request service and photocopier are available.

For more information:
archives@coe.int
Tel.: + 33 (0)3 90 2143 77

Central Library

The collection includes: dictionaries and encyclopaedias, periodicals, main book
collection, the European Union and the intergovernmental organisation collections,
the education and the environment collections.

The Library is located on the ground floor of the Council of Europe in the B-Build-
ing, Strasbourg.
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BE73Ggbob Fligenols reregndo:
633500 — b0 dsdsmo
Bowgpebor 33 (0)3 88 41 20 25
gadlo: 33 (0)3 90 21 47 54

209dGmbmo goligs: infodoc@coe.int
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Bgpdegbob Fgligenols eregndo:
6Bsdsmn — datslyge,9 — 12 Lo

Bosmggobor +33 (0)3 88 41 30 83
gaduo: +33 (0)3 90 21 47 76

ggdBeebgmo golge: infodoc@coe.int
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Jskabols

55, avenue Kléber

F-75784 Paris Cedex 16

Baemneebo: +33 (0)1 44 05 33 60

oo +33 (0)1 47 27 36 47
200dBGbgmo golis: bureau.paris@coe.int

3oglgrmol egobo
Résidence Palace

155 rue de la Loi - Bte 3

B-1040 Brussels

Bomgzebor + 32-2 230 41 70 / 230 47 21
agodbor + 322 230 94 62

2o ddGebnme geb@s: bureau.bruxelles@coe.int

g36mols kb3l aabgomahgbol 360
55, avenue Kléber

F-75784 Paris Cedex 16
Boemgebo: +33 (0)1 47 55 55 00
godbo: +33 (0)1 47 55 03 38

asbadyetng) ghsms g3tedmmo (oo (3%epe)
Nikolaiplatz 4

A-8020 Graz

Boemggebor + 43 316 323 554

golor + 43 316 323 554-4

2pdihOebymo goligs: ecmi@via.at
obHGEyhasgewo: http://www.ecml.at

gaolol sgzrgebrgte eikgguhneos

76 allée de la Robertsau

F-67000 Strasbourg

Bomagebo: +33 (0)3 88 14 44 00

gofbo: +33 (0)3 88 14 44 19
0J&Gbaee gobhs: coe.int

obiEGbytazgGo: http://www. obs.coe.int

o oifitghels Bthelbliol garemo ogibeaBo
(EDQM)

BP 907

F-67029 Strasbourg Cedex 1

(location: 226, route de Colmar — F-67 100 Strasbourg-

QemnddGeBamo gl org
obihbghasgeso: http://www.coebank.org

Meinau)
aepedsgrghn Yooy s o L

Bhrdgme gbhe — Régommgn-bsdbhiymob ghgto
Avenida da Liberdade, 229-4°

P-1250 Lisbon

Boemggebo: + 351 213 584 030

agsduo: + 351 213 531 329

2o dGebnme gel@e: info@nscentre.org
obhébyBazgeeo: http :/www.nscentre.org

Boemgeobo: +33 (0) 3 88 41 20 36
gsdbo: +33 (0)3 88 41 27 71
20dBGebgmo golds: info@pheur.org
obité6ytasgheo: http://www.pheur.org

33GH0M30L  LO3EMIL  LOOEBVMEH3SGOM GIES&HId0

®

Gogo J3396380b

6. J Bobol
36300 Laggdggey O

5 gmdodadol aewsGy3adomgdon Bsdem-

gomodes 936m30L Lsdgml baobgmdsgom mgoligdo. dsmo dobsbos LabgmdFoge @]
Hnogool (s, 5 LsdobolihGmgdols @ Lsbymdfogm ©q3s6Hedghdhadol) ws jgGdm
oGgobs ©o basBobaogdol (353smoms,sGolisdnsghmde ababotbagogbol) GbGmbzgmimes
630Gs(30000 93630l Lsdgel Lsgdosbmdobs s dom§gzgdol Bglisbgd, s3G9mzg, 13m0l bsd-
3ol dogd Bgbsdadols 39960880 Faddmgdae obozosBogsms Fbstrsdg®s ©s b dgFymds.

Public opening hours:
Monday — Thursday
Contact:

Tel.: + 33 (0)3 88 41 20 25
Fax: + 33 (0)3 90 21 47 54
E-mail: infodoc@coe.int

Vedovato Library
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The collection comprises over 30,000 volumes donated by Professor Giuseppe

Vedovato, spanning the period 1940 to the present. The library is situated on level
1 next to the Projection Room (down the steps near the newspaper shop), Palais
de I'Europe, Strasbourg.

Public opening hours : Monday — Friday, 9 - 12am

Contact:

Tel.: + 33 (0)3 88 41 30 83
Fax: + 33 (0)3 90 21 47 76
E-mail infodoc@coe.int

COUNCIL OF EUROPE LIAISON OFFICES

Paris Office

55, avenue Kléber

F-75784 Paris Cedex 16
Tel.: +33 (0)1 44 05 33 60
Fax: +33 (0)1 47 27 36 47
E-mail: bureau.paris@coe.int

Brussels Office

Résidence Palace

155 rue de la Loi - Bte 3

B-1040 Brussels

Tel.: +3222304170/23047 21
Fax: + 322230 94 62

E-mail: bureau.bruxelles@coe.int

Council of Europe Development Bank
55, avenue Kléber

F-75784 Paris Cedex 16

Tel.: +33 (0)1 47 55 55 00

Fax: +33 (0)1 47 55 03 38

E-mail: ceb@coebank.org

Website: http://www.coebank.org

European Centre for Global Interdependence and
Solidarity

North-South Centre

Avenida da Liberdade, 229-4°

P-1250 Lisbon

Tel.: + 351 213 584 030

Fax: + 351 213 531 329

E-mail: info@nscentre.org

Website: http://www.nscentre.org

European Centre for Modern Languages (Graz)
Nikolaiplatz 4

A-8020 Graz

Tel.: + 43 316 323 554

Fax: + 43 316 323 554-4

E-mail: ecml@via.at

Website: http://www.ecml.at

European Audiovisual Observatory
76 allée de la Robertsau

F-67000 Strasbourg

Tel.: +33 (0)3 88 14 44 00

Fax: +33 (0)3 88 14 44 19

E-mail: obs@obs.coe.int

Website: http://www.obs.coe.int

European Directorate for the Quality of Medicines
(EDQM)

BP 907

F-67029 Strasbourg Cedex 1

(location: 226, route de Colmar — F-67 100 Strasbourg-
Meinau)

Tel.: +33 (0) 3 88 41 20 36

Fax: +33 (0)3 88 41 27 71

E-mail: info@pheur.org

Website: http://www.pheur.org

Council of Europe contact and information points
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Sampatigoo

5 Alexander Zhendov Str.
BG-1113 Sofia

Bomagobor + 359 2 971 30 00
gadbos + 359 2 971 22 33

g gl cid@online.bg
obihgbiaziteo: http:/www.cid.bg

Grgombamo gofibha

Oblast Business House/Hall 219
Square Centre 2

BG-5000 Veliko Turnovo
Boemgebo: + 359 62 60 50 60
agodbo: + 359 62 300 48

ge0. gobe: teodora@vali.bg
obihy@byHasgeo: http://www.coe.
veliko-turnovo.com

Rgbgool Gglgeogs
Senovazné namesti 26

CZ-11000 Prague 1

B lgsdlo: + 42 02 24 39 83 15
g goolis: dana.bekova@eis.cuni.cz
06§ 66gHazgteo: hitp://www.eis.
cuni.cz

Qubebgoa

Tonismégi 2

EE-0100 Tallinn

Boemgeebo: + 372 630 72 58
agpdbo: + 372 6 46 00 89

gm0 gobe: eni@coe.ee
obha@bdagato: http:/www.coe.ee

Bogshnggenes

7, Erekle Il Lane

0105 Thilisi

Bosoggobo:+ 995 32 98 95 60; +
995 32 98 89 77

agsdbo: + 995 32 98 96 57

g, gobds: SRSG@coe.ge (3-

LV-1423 Riga

Bomolegsdbo: + 371 7 28 68 65
g gl centre@coecidriga.lv
060bg63)60:

http ://Iwww.coecidriga.lv

maghzs

Gedimino pr.51

LT-2635 Vilnius

Boemgeebo: + 370 2 496 685/647
godbo: + 370 2 496 214

gm0 golo: euro@Inb. It
obihgG6Bag6o: http://cid.Inb.It

8mgmreegs

C.P.219

MD-2044 Chisinau

(Bobsdstrmo: dopmeegls gémgbrmo
Bodenomogs, 782, 31 August Street,
MD-2044 Chisinau)

Bomagebor + 373 2 21 29 30
Bomolegoduo: + 373 2 24 10 96
ge0. gole: bice@moldova.md
obiBSbBazo: hitp://www.bice.md

Smmenbigen
Al. Niepodleglosci 22

PL-02653 Warsaw

Bomggebor + 48 22 845 20 84 /
853 57 73

agpodbo: + 48 22 853 57 74

ge0. gobe: info@coe.org.pl

o6 gtbazgseo: hitp /lwww.coe.org.pl

rgobigma

Alexandru Donici Street no. 6
RO-70224 Bucharest
Bomagebo: + 40 21 211 68 10
agsduoz + 40 21 211 99 97

g gobs: debuc@attglobal.net

Byt dwogbol bogsbagder Fotr-
3mdsanBomo)
information.office@coe.ge  (Lso6-
GoGAsgom megolo)
obB&byBaggeo: hitp://www.coe.ge

‘Pahgmo

PO Box 3

H-1357 Budapest

(Bobsdscrono: Kossuth Lajos tér 1-3,
H-1055 Budapest)

Bomggebor + 36 1 441 48 57 /
45 63

gadbor + 36 1 441 48 78

am. gobde: idcbud@axelero.hu
068)66)HazgGe0: hitp://www.eu-
ropatanacs.hu

sohgos
K. Barona iela 14
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6B9G6aBagiemo: http :/www.dcbuc.at

Grgligmal gareghoes

Pr. Vernadskogo 76

RU-117454 Moscow
Bomageobor + 7 095 434 90 77
agodboz + 7 095 434 90 75

. goliys: coemoscow(@dionis.iasnet ru
obB@byiasgeeo: hitp://www.coe.ru

Lab8-3gtg@dnbaol Ggaenbnmo
6o

ge0. gols: barydmit@dip.pu.ru
ool GgomBols abagdsgoobs @
$%P8sgo0b oo

Ul. Kolmogorova 54

RU-620034 Yekaterinburg

B egsdbor + T 3432 45 92 25
g gobgs: sovural@rest.ru

amemgol Ggombol abgmtbasgaobs s

egadfdagoot

Ul. Volskaya 16

RU-410028 Saratov

Bomgmebo: + 7 8452 25 28 43
godlo: + 7 8452 25 34 78

g0, golie: litovichenko@overta.ru

Yeoegsgomob Gybdndrangs

PO Box 217

SK-81100 Bratislava 1

(3obsdséoo: Klariska 3-5, SK-81100
Bratislava 1)

Bomoggebor + 421 2 5443 5752
gadlor + 421 2 5443 5672

ge0. ol cenfrum@radaeuropy.sk
06 669Hasg@o: http://www.ra-
daeuropy.sk

Bemegabios

Rimska cesta 16

SLO-1000 Ljubljana

Bomagebo: + 386 14 21 43 00
oo + 386 14 21 43 05

e ey ide.slovenija@idese.nuk.si
obihabbgBaga@o: http:/lwww.idcse.
nuk.si

Zaerliznigacl goggogmo Ggbdzdamoy

Ayreebos’
ul. Mito Hadzivasilev Jasmin b.b.
MK-91000 Skopje

Boemgeebo: + 389 2 123 616
ooz + 389 2 123 617

ge0. golo: iocoesk@mt.net. mk
obihgbydanyreo: hitp:/www.iocoe.org.mk

aghscbs
24 A, Franka str.

UA-01030 Kyiv

Bomgzgebor + 380 44 234 37 78

Bom/geduor + 380 44 234 40 84
g gobe: informoffice@coe kiev.ua

b96J%-3960GdaBa0b  babyedfoy
woga@bobo

LsgbmsBoboben  phoogbondsms
B3 a20b0

Smolny str. 1/3 Entr. VIII

RU-193 060 St Petersburg
Bomagebor + 7 812 276 61 16
goduo: +7 812 276 62 29

6Bae6aBagIeeo: hitp:/www.coe kiev.ua
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Information and documentation centres

on the Council of Europe
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The information and documentation centres on the Council of Europe were set up

by the Committee of Ministers at the request of various countries.

The aim of the centres is to provide public authorities (e.g. ministries and govern-
ment departments) and private individuals and bodies (e.g. NGOs) with informa-
tion and documentation on the Council of Europe’s activities and achievements,
and to support and promote the Council of Europe’s initiatives in the respective

countries.

Bulgaria

5 Alexander Zhendov Str.
BG-1113 Sofia

Tel.: + 359 2 971 30 00
Fax: + 3592971 22 33
E-mail: cid@online.bg
Website: http://www.cid.bg

Regional Centre

Oblast Business House/Hall 219
Square Centre 2

BG-5000 Veliko Turnovo

Tel.: + 359 62 60 50 60

Fax: + 359 62 300 48

E-mail : teodora@vali.bg
Website: http://www.coe.veliko-
turnovo.com

Czech Republic

Senovazné namesti 26
CZ-11000 Prague 1

Tel./Fax: + 42 02 24 39 83 15
E-mail: dana.bekova@eis.cuni.cz
Website: http://www.eis.cuni.cz

Estonia

Tonismagi 2

EE-0100 Tallinn

Tel.: +3726 3072 58
Fax: + 372646 00 89
E-mail: eni@coe.ee
Website: http://www.coe.ee

Georgia

7, Erekle Il Lane

0105 Thilisi

Tel.: +99532 989560; +99532
988977

Fax: +99532 989657

E-mail: SRSG@coe.ge (Special
Representative of the Secretary
General)
information.office@coe.ge (Infor-
mation Office)

Website: http://www.coe.ge

Hungary

PO Box 3

H-1357 Budapest

(Location: Kossuth Lajos tér 1-3,
H-1055 Budapest)

Tel.: + 36 1 441 48 57/45 63
Fax:+ 3614414878

E-mail: idcbud@axelero.hu
Website: http://www.europatanacs.hu

Latvia

K. Barona iela 14

LV-1423 Riga

Tel./Fax: + 3717 28 68 65
E-mail: centre@coecidriga.lv
Website: http://www.coecidriga.lv

Lithuania

Gedimino pr.51

LT-2635 Vilnius

Tel: + 370 2 496 685/647
Fax: + 370 2 496 214
E-mail: euro@Inb.It
Website: http://cid.Inb.It

Moldova

C.P.219

MD-2044 Chisinau

(location: National Library of Mol-
dova

78a, 31 August Street, MD-2044
Chisinau)

Tel.: + 373221 29 30

Fax: + 373224 10 96

E-mail: bice@moldova.md
Website: http://www.bice.md

Poland

Al. Niepodleglosci 22

PL-02653 Warsaw

Tel.: + 48 22 845 20 84 / 853 57
73

Fax: + 48 22 853 57 74

E-mail: info@coe.org.pl.

Website: http:// www.coe.org.pl

Romania

Alexandru Donici Street no. 6
RO-70224 Bucharest

Tel.: +402121168 10
Fax:+40 2121199 97
E-mail: dcbuc@attglobal.net
Website: http://www.dcbuc.at

Russian Federation

Pr. Vernadskogo 76
RU-117454 Moscow

Tel.: + 7 095 434 90 77

Fax: +7 095 434 90 75
E-mail:
coemoscow@dionis.iasnet.ru
Website: http://www.coe.ru

St Petersburg Regional Centre
Faculty of International Relations

Smolny str. 1/3 Entr. VIII
RU-193 060 St Petersburg
Tel.: +7 812 276 61 16
Fax: +7 812 276 62 29
E-mail: barydmit@dip.pu.ru

Information and Documentation
Centre for the Urals

Ul. Kolmogorova 54

RU-620034 Yekaterinburg

Tel./ Fax: +7 3432 45 92 25
E-Mail: sovural@rest.ru

Information and Documentation
Centre for the Volga region

Ul. Volskaya 16

RU-410028 Saratov

Tel.: + 7 8452 25 28 43

Fax: +7 8452 2534 78

E-mail: litovtchenko@overta.ru

Slovak Republic

PO Box 217

SK-81100 Bratislava 1

(location: Klariska 3-5, SK-81100
Bratislava 1)

Tel.: + 421 2 5443 5752

Fax: + 4212 5443 5672

E-mail: centrum@radaeuropy.sk
Website: http://www.radaeuropy.sk

Slovenia

Rimska cesta 16

SLO-1000 Ljubljana

Tel.: + 386 14 21 43 00

Fax: + 386 14 21 43 05

E-mail: idc.slovenija@idcse.nuk.si
Website: http://www.idcse.nuk.si

“the former Yugoslav Republic
of Macedonia”

ul. Mito Hadzivasilev Jasmin b.b.
MK-91000 Skopje

Tel.: + 3892123 616

Fax: + 3892123 617

E-mail: iocoesk@mt.net.mk
Website: http://www.iocoe.org.mk

Ukraine

24 A, Franka str.

UA-01030 Kyiv

Tel.: + 380 44 234 37 78

Tel./ Fax: + 380 44 234 40 84
E-mail: informoffice@coe kiev.ua
Website: http://www.coe.kiev.ua

Council of Europe contact and information points
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360

Villa Six, Rruga Donika Kastrioti
Tirana

Bomagebor + 355 42 284 19 /343 75
agdbo: + 355 42 333 75
920 Gmbgme. gobds:

O

26l baddol mgobe bahsggnda
Zelenih Beretki 16/1

71000 Sarajevo

Boemgebo: + 387 33 264 360 / 361 / 362
agodbo: + 387 33 264 360

200dBGbmo golis: coe@bih.net.ba

J6elab badgel mgobo debissde
Rade Bitange 34

88000 Mostar

Bomagebo: + 387 36 581 061

gdo: + 387 36 581 071

2200JBGbmo golis: amirkazic.coe@max.net.ba

Ib.org

Tgdos s dmbihgfgate

26l bbb mgole dymaGedo
Vuka Karadzica 12

11000 Belgrade

Boemgebo: + 381 11 180 228
agodbo: + 381 11 620 476

2e00dBGbmo golids: ar i .net

b bsdgorl emebo dobhbatede
Dalmatinska 22
81 000 Podgorica
Montenegro
Bosmogebo: + 381 81 265 438 / 441 / 435
aglo: + 381 81 265 439
2pdhOebymo golis: coe@cg.yu

b bdgmb mgobo gmbmgnde
UNHCR HQ Building
38000 Pristina
Kosovo
Boemgeobo: + 381 38 243 749 / 750 / 751
agodlor + 381 38 243 752
QmadbGebimo golgs: lorika.arapi int

Abphdsagsbo

OSCE office in Baku

4, Magomayev Lane

2nd floor, Icheri Sheher

Baku 370004

Boemgeebor + 994 12 97 23 73

gsdbor + 994 12 97 23 77

2 dheebnmoe geligs: laarmio-Lwoff@coe-baku.org

leodbgmo

OSCE office in Yerevan

60 Zarobyan (Plekhanov) str.

Yerevan 37501

Boemgeobo: + 374 1 54 10 61 / 58 45

agadbo: + 374 1 56 11 38

2madeGobamo goligs: nvoutova-coe@osce.am

OFFICES OF THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE SECRETARIAT

Albania

Villa Six, Rruga Donika Kastrioti
Tirana

Tel.: + 35542284 19/343 75
Fax: + 35542 333 75

E-mail: coealb@coealb.org

Bosnia and Herzegovina

Office of the Council of Europe in Sarajevo
Zelenih Beretki 16/1

71000 Sarajevo

Tel.: + 387 33 264 360 / 361/ 362

Fax : + 387 33 264 360

E-mail: coe@bih.net.ba

Office of the Council of Europe in Mostar
Rade Bitange 34

88000 Mostar

Tel.: + 387 36 581 061

Fax : + 387 36 581 071

E-mail : amir.kazic.coe@max.net.ba

Serbia and Montenegro

Office of the Council of Europe in Belgrade
Vuka Karadzia 12

11000 Belgrade

Tel.: + 381 11 180 228

Fax: + 381 11 620 476

E-mail: anadu@infosky.net

Office of the Council of Europe in Montenegro

Dalmatinska 22

81000 Podgorica

Montenegro

Tel.: + 381 81 265 438 / 441/ 435
Fax: + 381 81 265 439

E-mail: coe@cg.yu

Office of the Council of Europe in Kosovo
UNHCR HQ Building

38000 Pristina

Kosovo

Tel.: + 381 38 243 749/ 750 /751
Fax: + 381 38 243 752

E-mail : lorika.arapi@coe.int
Azerbaijan

OSCE Office in Baku

4, Magomayev Lane

2nd Floor, Icheri Sheher

Baku 370004

Tel.: +994 1297 2373

Fax: + 994 1297 2377

E-mail: laarnio-Lwoff@coe-baku.org
Armenia

OSCE Office in Yerevan

60 Zarobyan (Plekhanov) St.
Yerevan 37501

Tel: + 374 154 10 61/ 58 45
Fax: + 374 156 11 38

E-mail: nvoutova-coe@osce.am
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http://www.coe.int

Bobalihtbns godotho

http://www.coe.int/cm
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Council of Europe websites

Council of Europe Portal

http://www.coe.int

Comnmittee of Ministers

http://www.coe.int/cm

Parliamentary Assembly

http://assembly.coe.int

Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of Eu-
rope

http://www.coe.int/cplre

HUMAN RIGHTS
Human Rights
http://www.coe.int/T/E/Human_rights/
European Court of Human Rights
http://www.echr.coe.int/
Prevention of Torture
http://lwww.cpt.coe.int/en/
Combating racism and intolerance
http://www.coe.int/Ecri
Media
http://www.humanrights.coe.int/media/
Commissioner for Human Rights
http://www.commissioner.coe.int/

LEGAL CO-OPERATION
Legal affairs
http://www.coe.int/Legal
Council of Europe Treaties
http://conventions.coe.int/
Bioethics
http://www.coe.int/Bioethics
Combating economic crime
http://www.coe.int/economiccrime
Data protection
http://www.coe.int/dataprotection
International Institute for Democracy
http://www.iidemocracy.coe.int
Local and regional democracy
http://www.coe.int/local
Social cohesion and quality of life
http://www.coe.int/T/E/Social_cohesion/
Social cohesion activities
http://www.coe.int/socialcohesion

CULTURE-EDUCATION-HERITAGE
European cultural co-operation
http://www.coe.int/CulturalCooperation

Culture

http://www.coe.int/Culture

Cultural and natural heritage
http://www.coe.int/T/E/Cultural_Co-operation/Heritage
Education

http://www.coe.int/Education

Higher education and research
http://www.coe.int/T/E/Cultural_Co-operation/education/
Higher_education

European Centre for Modern Languages (Graz)
http://www.ecml.at

Eurimages

http://www.coe.int/Eurimages

Environment and Sustainable Development
http://www.coe.int/T/E/Cultural_Co-operation/Environ-
ment/

YOUTH AND SPORT
Youth
http://www.coe.int/youth
European Youth Centre (Budapest)
http://www.eycb.coe.int
Sport
http://www.coe.int/Sport

PARTIAL AGREEMENTS
European Audiovisual Observatory
http://www.obs.coe.int
European Pharmacopoeia
http://www.pheur.org
Development Bank
http://www.coebank.org
North-South Centre
http://www.nscentre.org
Venice Commission
http://www.venice.coe.int
Pompidou Group
http://www.pompidou.coe.int
EUR-OPA Major Hazards Agreement
http://www.europarisks.coe.int
Group of States against Corruption (GRECO)
ttp://www.greco.coe.int
Council of Europe Publishing
http:/book.coe.int
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The Council of Europe in Strasbourg

The French architect Henry Bernard designed the Council of Europe’s main build-
ing, the “Palais de I'Europe”. His aim was “to affirm by its solid external form that
unity is strength, while at the same time in its cheerful and pleasant curved interior
reflecting the atmosphere of trust and cordiality necessary for the free confronta-
tion of ideas”.

Inaugurated in 1977, the building forms a square with sides 106 metres long and
reaches a height of 38 metres. It is nine storeys high and contains working areas
totaling 64 000 square metres.

Three colours dominate the exterior: the reddish concrete of the buttresses, the
silver aluminium-covered fagade and the golden brown of the vast windows of the
conference rooms.

Inside there are seventeen meeting rooms, all fitted with interpretation equipment
for several languages, as well as a thousand offices for Secretariat staff.

The interior and gardens are embellished by several gifts from member states and
parliaments: works of art, tapestries, paintings and statues.

Ministers, members of parliament, local and regional councillors, experts, repre-
sentatives of associations and young people from every country come here to pool
their ideas, know-how and experience. All share the same aim: to make Greater
Europe an area of democracy governed by the rule of law.

The Committee of Ministers’ meeting room

The meeting room is circular, projecting from one corner of the eastern wing of the
building right opposite the Pavilion Josephine in the Orangerie park.

Member states’ Foreign Ministers, or their deputies, meet around a large leather-
covered circular table. For security reasons this room is not open to the public.

The Committee of Ministers is the Organisation’s decision-making body, setting
its budget and deciding on its work programme.

The Parliamentary Assembly debating chamber

The chamber is located in the centre of the building, and is surrounded by two
gardens. It has over 600 seats for members of the Assembly or local and regional
representatives. There is also a gallery from which 220 journalists and visitors
may watch debates. The copper-covered roof, only visible from the windows on
the inside of the building, is supported by tall mahogany arches.

Most of the Council of Europe’s main activities are initiated by the Parliamentary
Assembly.

The Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe, which
speaks for Europe’s democratic local and regional authorities, also meets in the
chamber.

The chamber itself has become familiar to many Europeans via their television
screens. Plenary sessions of the European Parliament also used to be held here
until July 1999. Since then, the European Parliament has moved to new premises
(the “Louise Weiss” building) whose glass facade dominates the opposite bank
of the river lIl.
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The Human Rights Building

The Human Rights building was designed by the British architect, Richard Rog-
ers. His main aim was to produce a building along resolutely contemporary and
symbolic lines, associating the idea of justice with the principle of transparency.
The facade of the building evokes the scales of Justice.

Inaugurated in June 1995, the Human Rights Building curves alongside the I, the
river that flows through Strasbourg.

The front of the building is formed by the two cylindrical chambers of the European
Court of Human Rights.

These towering structures stand as a link between two main sections: the public
areas, comprising circular elements of metal, glass and Vosges sandstone, and
the office area, simple and sober.

The European Court of Human Rights is the permanent judicial body responsible
for supervising the application of the European Convention on Human Rights. The
Court is an independent body that guarantees the fundamental rights of 800 mil-
lion citizens, who thus have a supranational organ to apply to in order to protect
their rights and freedoms.

The European Youth Centre

is surrounded by greenery in an area of sports facilities close to the Council of
Europe. It is a residential international training and meeting centre for the leaders
of European youth organisations.

Since it was created In 1972, the centre has played host to over 30,000 young
people from all backgrounds in organising study sessions, seminars, training
courses and symposia run by a team of tutors giving educational and technical
assistance.

The European Audiovisual Observatory

The observatory is a unique centre for the collection and dissemination of informa-
tion about the audiovisual industry in Europe. The European Audiovisual Obser-
vatory is just down the road from the Council of Europe and was established in
1992. Its offices are on the first floor of the Villa Schutzenberger, at 76, allée de la
Robertsau, in a building also occupied by the Strasbourg press club. The building
is one of the city’s finest examples of “Art Nouveau” architecture.

The European Audiovisual Observatory is a unique centre for the collection and
dissemination of information about the audiovisual industry in Europe.

The European Pharmacopoeia

The building which houses the European Directorate for the Quality of Medicines
(the European Pharmacopoeia) is located outside the “European quarter”, in the
Meinau district of Strasbourg where it has occupied a 5 000 m2 building since
1992.

About a hundred people work in the building, which contains a number of labo-
ratories. The Pharmacopoeia is the single reference point for manufacturers and
quality control laboratories, guaranteeing the best possible quality of medicines. It
lays down common, compulsory standards for application in all member states.

The Council of Europe in Strasbourg
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A laboratory at the European Pharmacopoeia

The Pharmacopoeia is the single reference point for manufactures and quality
control laboratories, guaranteeing the best possible quality of medicines. It lays
down common, compulsory standards for application in all member states.

Symbolic description

Since its foundation in 1949, the Council of Europe has been aware of the need to
give Europe a symbol with which its inhabitants can identify. On 25 October 1955
the Parliamentary Assembly made the unanimous decision to adopt a circle of gold
stars on a blue background as an emblem. On 8 December 1955 the Committee
of Ministers adopted this as the European flag.

The Council of Europe’s Parliamentary Assembly repeatedly expressed the de-
sire that other European institutions should adopt the same symbol in order to
strengthen the idea of solidarity between the different organizations in a united
and democratic Europe.

It was the European Parliament which took the initiative for a flag to be adopted
for the European Community. In 1979 a draft resolution was presented, shortly
after the first European elections held by universal suffrage. In a resolution ad-
opted in April 1983 the Parliament decreed that the Community’s flag should be
that adopted by the Council of Europe in 1955. The European Council, meeting
at Fontainebleau in June 1984, stressed the importance of promoting the Euro-
pean image and identity in the eyes of its citizens and the world. Then, in Milan
in June 1985, it gave its approval to the proposal of the Committee on a People’s
Europe (Adonnino Committee) that a flag should be adopted by the Community.
The Council of Europe agreed to the use by the Community of the European flag
that it had adopted in 1955 and Community institutions have been using it since
the beginning of 1986.

Thus the European flag and emblem represent both the Council of Europe and
the European Community (and the European Union, since the entry into force of
the Maastricht Treaty). It has now become the symbol par excellence of united
Europe and European identity.

The Council of Europe and the institutions of the European Union have expressed
satisfaction with the growing awareness of the European flag and emblem among
European citizens. The European Commission and the Council of Europe are
responsible for ensuring that all uses of this symbol respect the dignity of the
European flag and emblem, and for taking whatever measures are necessary to
prevent misuse.

How the twelve stars were born

The idea for a European flag dates from the early 1920s. The two main forerunners:
Count Coudenhove-Kalergi’'s Pan-European union flag, a yellow circle with a red
cross on a blue background, and the European Movement'’s green E on a white
background. Neither inspired much support and no serious attempt was made to
promote the idea of flag until the Council of Europe became Europe’s first official
political organization in 1949.

Geometrical Description

The emblem is in the form of a blue rectangular flag of which the fly is one and a
half times the length of the hoist. The 12 gold stars situated at equal intervals form
an undefined circle, of which the centre is the point of intersection of the diagonals
of the rectangle. The radius of the circle is equal to one-third the height of the
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hoist. Each of the stars has five points which are situated on the circumference
of an undefined circle of which the radius is equal to one-eighteenth the height of
the hoist. All stars are upright - that is to say, with one point vertical i.e. pointing
upwards, and two points in a straight line at right angles to the mast.

The circle is arranged so that the stars appear in the position of the hours on the
face of a clock. Their number is invariable.
Colours

The emblem is in the following colours: PANTONE REFLEX BLUE for the surface
of the rectangle; PANTONE YELLOW for the stars. The international PANTONE
range is very widely available

Four-colour process (CMYK)

If the four-colour process is used, it is not always possible to use the two stan-
dard colours. It is therefore necessary to recreate them by using the colours of
the four-colour process. The Pantone yellow is obtained by using 100% ‘Process
yellow’. Mixing 100% ‘Process cyan’ and 80% ‘Process magenta’ gives a colour
very similar to the Pantone reflex blue. The two colour samples, reproduced op-
posite, are obtained by using the ‘Process’ colours of the four-colour process in
the suggested proportions.

Single-colour reproduction

If only black is available, the rectangle should be outlined in black and the stars
should be black on a white background.

If the only colour is blue (preferably reflex blue), it should be printed at 100 % as
background with the stars left in white.

Incorrect reproduction

4 The emblem is upside down.
4 The stars are not upright.

4 The stars are wrongly positioned in the circle: they must appear in the posi-
tion of the hours on the face of a clock.

Use by third parties

Requests from non-member States of the European Union should be made to
the Council of Europe [Directorate General of Legal Affairs, F-67075 Strasbourg
Cedex, Fax 33 (0)3 88 41 20 52] .

Staff of the European Commission [direction «Coordination I», rue de la Loi 200,
B-1049 Bruxelles] and of the Council of Europe are available to examine proposed
uses of the emblem.

The use of the European emblem may be authorised only if it is not:

4 likely to create confusion between the user and the European Union or the
Council of Europe;

4 linked to aims or activities incompatible with the principles and objectives
of the European Union or the Council of Europe.

Authorisation to use the European emblem implies no right of exclusive use. It
does not permit the appropriation of the emblem, or of any similar trade mark or
logo, whether by registration or by any other means.

The Council of Europe in Strasbourg



170

RILILIRVIBS

I3HMANL  LOJFMIL  3MB3I6GNTISN

171

001 | gaersols 1dgeb Gabregds 5/5/1949 | 3/8/1949

002 | BomeBbigds gatmiob badgol deogoszgopiabs s oBbosodotet | yerrasg | 1oj0r1es2
Bxbsbgd

005 [ d7Pa0bges ssdoshiol pgezghsons s doomse magoligy =03 [ 4/41/1950 | /911953
Bylobgd

009 [ esdosbel gpezghos s daomae msgalbagemgbins @iGaol 93603920 | 90731952 | 18/5/1954
$oBgb00k oo
936@m30b b3d3ol  3Gogomgaegdty rs 03gbodadadty 3gbaGewy

O |t 6/11/1952 | 11711956

012 |meosm wémghomn SyesGbighs nbggieb. ofpoatts | yiuormess | 17954

by 30360 _bog 9%0b_35a3%9

0124 | dbacgboboBgesoybols 3 Barbebyepsans Lo abegaboral 44/12/1953 | 1/1011954
30830 gghmdgmo wGogono Fgnebbigel o
13603gme Gmgbore Dgmebbdgds dmbygdel, obgemomgdols @

013 | Gmbgemacns goadols gocies Wgs babob bgasemgo ossgel Fgbsbgp | |1/ 12/1953 | 1/7/1954
D e A D D

UER || topmam mem it rsiotin e i oy || VALAEES || AR

014 | mdame gobgbaes bmgosgto s badgogobe wabdsdghob | 1o o o
Bgsbgd

0147 | bromomate =0 Lsdpmogabn wsbdsgdob Bglebgd a56m3amo | 411101053 | 171954
sobgbo0l oo
1360390 gobagbaos J603aEboBaBgdBo dobsmgde ©odmmdgdel

I e 111121953 | 201411954
936m3gme  3mB3g6Ees  3sBgbHol dmmbghelnsh  ©sg338009dy

ot [ e 1111211953 | 1/6/1955
936m3gmoe  4mb3060s  3admambydgdel  35gbgdel  LagHesdmol

o7 | oI st 191211954 | 1/8/1955

018 | gaterdob sombrmemmo sobgboe 191211954 | 5/5/1955

019 | gfodamo golign wgadgbel Fybobgd 131121955 | 23/2/1965
Bgosbbdgds g36m3ol LedFol Foz6 Jagsbgdl ool bedgmogober

D | e O 131211955 | 1/1/1956
23603nmo  gobgghgos bagbogaGlodaho Lfsgmob Sghompgdols

021 |t b 1512/1956 | 18/9/11957
236030l Ladgol eogomagondle ©o adbodadady agbatempto

T8 | B o T 15/12/1956 | 15/12/1956

023 | ggbmdgmo gobghges wsgoms 8Bgomemdosko gorafgaubob Bbsbgd 20/4/1957 | 30/4/1958

| e e B e ) 131211957 | 18/4/1960
J363nmo Byosbbdgds gabmdol LdIol Gazé Jaaggdl ool dotons

025 | ssgomgbol dspmemotybpemo Fabadols ybsbd 181211957 | 1/1/1958
T h ) R e ) R E e E pa et

[ i 151121958 | 1/1/1959

BrrsbbdDs | . P

027 | Qoo Bymbtighs Lagagolbor oy aadgbel 363200 | 4511211958 | 1711961
Bylobgd
J36030b bdFol Ieogomgaogdols e odgbodbydby aggGamno

B | e 6/311959 | 15/311963
930e3gmo 4mb3gbgs Losdegseragm  3sbyboldy; b fobssndgy

029 | obsg bbb biysmgbsns bigmegbneme wstoggob dghabgy | 2041959 | 221911969
) e T TR el (e

[ 20/4/1959 | 12/6/1962

031 | ggéeodgmo Bymbbigbs mggbormos golgdol Sbigemagdols Fbabd 20/4/1959 | 4/9/1960
aa6eodeme obgfges baghogloddy ool sy

R | T 9320904 1411211959 | 2711111961

170

ETS* Title Opening of | Entry into
No. the treaty force

Council of Europe Treaties

001 | Statute of the Council of Europe 5/5/1949 3/8/1949

002 General Agreement on Privileges and Immunities of the Council of 2/9/1949 10/9/1952
Europe

005 Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental 4/111/1950 3/9/1953
Freedoms

009 Protocol to the Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and 20/3/1952 18/5/1954
Fundamental Freedoms

010 Protocol to_ the General Agreement on Privileges and Immunities of 6/11/1952 111711956
the Council of Europe

012 European Interim A_\greement on Social Security Schemes Relating 11121953 11711954
to Old Age, Invalidity and Survivors
Protocol to the European Interim Agreement on Social Security

WikZA Schemes Relating to Old Age, Invalidity and Survivors AR || WAIRIEES

013 European Interim_A_greement on_ Social Security other than Schemes 11/12/1953 1/7/1954
for Old Age, Invalidity and Survivors
Protocol to the European Interim Agreement on Social Security other

Wikk than Schemes for Old Age, Invalidity and Survivors THHARRRER || i

014 | European Convention on Social and Medical Assistance 11/12/1953 1/7/1954

014A Progocol to the European Convention on Social and Medical 11/12/1953 1711954
Assistance

015 Euro_pegn Convgntimj_on the Equivalence of Diplomas leading to 111211953 | 20/4/1954
Admission to Universities

016 Eurolpea‘n Convention relating to the Formalities required for Patent 11/12/1953 1/6/1955
Applications

017 Europeanv Convention on the International Classification of Patents 19/12/1954 1/8/1955
for Inventions

018 | European Cultural Convention 19/12/1954 5/5/1955

019 | European Convention on Establishment 13/12/1955 | 23/2/1965
Agreement on the Exchange of War Cripples between Member

020 | Countries of the Council of Europe with a view to Medical | 13/12/1955 1/1/1956
Treatment

021 g::;g;nean Convention on the Equivalence of Periods of University 15/12/1956 | 18/9/1957

022 Seconq‘ Protocol to thel General Agreement on Privileges and 15/12/1956 | 15/12/1956
Immunities of the Council of Europe

023 | European Convention for the Peaceful Settlement of Disputes 29/4/1957 30/4/1958

024 | European Convention on Extradition 13/12/1957 | 18/4/1960
European Agreement on Regulations governing the Movement of

025 Persons between Member States of the Council of Europe 131211957 17171958

026 European Agregment on the Exchange of Therapeutic Substances 15/12/1958 1/1/1959
of Human Origin

027 Europea_n_Agre_ernen! concerning Programme Exchanges by means 15/12/1958 11711961
of Television Films

028 Third Protocol to She General Agreement on Privileges and Immuni- 6/3/1959 15/3/1963
ties of the Council of Europe

029 European Convention on Compulsory Insurance against Civil Liability 20/4/1959 22/9/1969
in respect of Motor Vehicles

030 | European Convention on Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters 20/4/1959 12/6/1962

031 | European Agreement on the Abolition of Visas for Refugees 20/4/1959 4/9/1960

032 European Convention on the Academic Recognition of University 141211959 | 27/11/1961

Qualifications
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ETS* Title Opening of | Entry into N | e

No the treaty force
Agreement on the Temporary Importation, free of duty, of Medical,

033 S_urglcal and Labora(_ory Equ_lpn_1ent for use on free Io_an in ﬁos- 28/4/1960 20711980 | x | x | x
pitals and other Medical Institutions for purposes of Diagnosis or
Treatment

034 | European Ag 1t on the P ion of Television Bre 22/6/1960 1/7/1961

035 | European Social Charter 18/10/1961 | 26/2/1965
Fourth Protocol to the General Agreement on Privileges and Immuni-

036 | e of the Council of s 16/12/1961 | 16/12/1961
European Agreement on Travel by Young Persons on Collec-

037 | tive Passports between the Member Countries of the Council of | 16/12/1961 17/111962 | X | X
Europe

03g | European Agreement on Mutual Assistance in the matter of Special | 141960 | 1561962 | x | x
Medical Treatments and Climatic Facilities

039 European Agreement on the Exchanges of Blood-Grouping 14511962 | 1411011982 | x | x | x
Reagents
Agreement between the Member States of the Council of Europe
on the issue to Military and Civilian War-Disabled of an Interna-

B tional Book of Vouchers for the repair of Prosthetic and Orthopaedic AR || 2RSS || X || ¢
Appliances

041 Convgn!ion on the Liability of Hotel-keepers concerning the Property 1711211962 | 15211967 | x | x
of their Guests

042 Agreemlent relating to Applicgﬁtiorj of the European Convention on 1711211962 | 251111985 | x | x
International Commercial Arbitration
Convention on the Reduction of Cases of Multiple Nationality and on

043 Military Obligations in Cases of Multiple Nationality 6/5/1963 28/3/1968 | X | X
Protocol No. 2 to the Convention for the Protection of Human Rights

044 | and Fundamental Freedoms, conferring upon the European Courtof |  6/5/1963 21/9/1970
Human Rights competence to give advisory opinions
Protocol No. 3 to the Convention for the Protection of Human Rights

045 | and Fundamental Freedoms, amending Articles 29, 30 and 34 of | 6/5/1963 21/9/1970
the Convention
Protocol No. 4 to the Convention for the Protection of Human Rights
and Fundamental Freedoms, securing certain rights and freedoms

S other than those already included in the Convention and in the first Gl 2RI IR
Protocol thereto

047 Convention on the Unificalion of Certain Points of Substantive Law 27/11/1963 1/8/1980 x | x
on Patents for Invention

048 | European Code of Social Security 16/4/1964 17/3/1968 | X | X

048A | Protocol to the European Code of Social Security 16/4/1964 17/3/1968 | X | X

049 Pro\t_)col tothe Eur_opean Co_nver!t!on on the Equivalence of Diplomas 3/6/1964 4/7/1964 x | x
leading to Admission to Universities

050 | Convention on the Elaboration of a European Pharmacopoeia 22/7/1964 8/5/1974 X X
European Convention on the Supervision of Conditionally Sentenced

i or Conditionally Released Offenders SIS || 2RI || X || ¢

052 | European Convention on the Punishment of Road Traffic Offences | 30/11/1964 | 18/7/1972 | X | X

053 Europear? Agreem_en( for _the Prevgntign of Broadcasts transmitted 2011965 | 191101967 | x | X
from Stations outside National Territories

054 Protocol to the European Agreement on the Protection of Television 22/1/1965 2431965 | x | x
Broadcasts
Protocol No. 5 to the Convention for the Protection of Human Rights

055 | and Fundamental Freedoms, amending Articles 22 and 40 of the | 20/1/1966 | 20/12/1971
Convention

056 | European Convention providing a Uniform Law on Arbitration 20/1/1966 X | X

057 | European Convention on Establishment of Companies 20/1/1966

058 | European Convention on the Adoption of Children 24/4/1967 26/4/1968 | X | X

059 | European Agreement on the Instruction and Education of Nurses 25/10/1967 7/8/1969 X | X

060 | European Convention on Foreign Money Liabilities 11/12/1967 X | X
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088 | B omigols LsgnsBentiober Bogodols Tybslid 3/6/1976 | 28/4/1983 | X | X
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T | R 241611976 | 231411977 | X | x
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No TER the treaty force e

061 | European Convention on Consular Functions 11/12/1967 X

061A Protocol tothe European Convention on Consular Functions concern- 11121967 X
ing the Protection of Refugees

0618 Protocol to the Eur.opea‘n Convention on ansular Functions relating 11121967 %
to Consular Functions in respect of Civil Aircraft

062 | European Convention on Information on Foreign Law 7/6/1968 17/12/1969 | X | X
European Convention on the Abolition of Legalisation of Documents

W) executed by Diplomatic Agents or Consular Officers I RHEARIAD || X || ¢
European Agreement on the Restriction of the Use of certain

064 Detergents in Washing and Cleaning Products 16/9/1968 167211971 | X | X

065 Europelan Convention for the Protection of Animals during 1311211988 | 201211971 | x | x | x
International Transport

066 Eurppean Convention on the Protection of the Archaeological 6/5/1969 201111970 | x | X
Heritage
European Agreement relating to Persons participating in Proceedings

sy of the European Commission and Court of Human Rights ik flzeoA

068 | European Agreement on Au Pair Placement 24/11/1969 | 30/5/1971 X | X

069 European Agrgement on continued Payment of Scholarships to 1211211969 | 271011971 | x | x
students studying abroad

070 European Convention on the International Validity of Criminal 28/5/1970 2671974 | x | x
Judgments

071 | European Convention on the Repatriation of Minors 28/5/1970 X | X

072 C_onven_tion relating to Stops on Bearer Securities in International 28/5/1970 1121979 | x | x
Circulation

073 European Convention on the Transfer of Proceedings in Criminal 15/5/1972 3031978 | X | x
Matters

074 | European Convention on State Immunity 16/5/1972 11/6/1976 | X | X

074A | Additional Protocol to the European Convention on State Immunity | 16/5/1972 | 22/5/1985 | X | X

075 E_ur9_p_ean Convention on the Place of Payment of Money 16/5/1972 x | x
Liabilities

076 | European Convention on the Calculation of Time-Limits. 16/5/1972 | 28/4/1983 | X | X

077 svz?lr‘\;ention on the Establishment of a Scheme of Registration of 16511972 | 201311976 | x | x

078 | European Convention on Social Security 14/12/1972 1/3/11977 X | X

078A Supplementary Ag_reement‘ for the Application of the European 14/12/1972 1311977 x | x
Convention on Social Security

079 EuropeanAConvention on Civil Liability for Damage caused by 14/5/1973 x | x
Motor Vehicles

080 | Agreement on the Transfer of Corpses 26/10/1973 | 11/11/1975 | X

081 Additional I.:’rotocol to §hle Protocol to the European Agreement on 141111974 | 311211974 | x | x
the Protection of Television Broadcasts

082 EuroPean Conyention on the Non—AppIicsziIity of Statutory Limitation 25/1/1974 271612003 | X | x
to Crimes against Humanity and War Crimes

083 | European Convention on the Social Protection of Farmers 6/5/1974 17/6/1977 | X | X

084 | European Agreement on the Exchange of Tissue-Typing Reagents | 17/9/1974 23/411977 | X | X | X

085 European Convention on the Legal Status of Children born out of 1511011975 | 117811978 | x | x
Wedlock

086 | Additional Protocol to the European Convention on Extradition 15/10/1975 | 20/8/1979 | X | X

087 European Convention for the Protection of Animals kept for 10/3/1976 100978 | x | x | x
Farming Purposes
European Convention on the International Effects of Deprivation of

088 the Right to Drive a Motor Vehicle 3/6/1976 26/4/1983 | X | X

0gg | Additional Protocol to the European Agreement on the Exchange of | 41076 | 2341077 | x | x [ x
Tissue-Typing Reagents

090 | European Convention on the Suppression of Terrorism 27111977 4/8/1978
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Title Opening of | Entry into N | e
the treaty force
European Convention on Products Liability in regard to Personal
091 Injury and Death 27111977 X | X
092 iihlljropean Agreement on the Transmission of Applications for Legal 271111977 28211977 | x | x
093 | European Convention on the Legal Status of Migrant Workers 24/11/1977 | 1/5/1983
094 Europgar\ Coljvenﬂon on the Service Abroad of Documents relating 24111977 | 11111082 | x | x
to Administrative Matters
Protocol amending the Convention on the Reduction of Cases of
095 | Multiple Nationality and Military Obligations in Cases of Multiple | 24/11/1977 8/9/1978 X | X
Nationality
Additional Protocol to the Convention on the Reduction of Cases
096 | of Multiple Nationality and Military Obligations in Cases of Multiple | 24/11/1977 | 17/10/1983 [ X | X
Nationality
g7 | Additional Protocol to the European Convention on Information on | 251970 | 31781979 | x | x
Foreign Law
098 Secon_d_ Additional Protocol to the European Convention on 17/3/11978 5/6/1983 x | x
Extradition
0gg | Additional Protocol to the European Convention on Mutual Assistance | 731970 | 12741082 | x | x
in Criminal Matters
100 Eu_ropean_Conve_nt_ion on the Obtaining Abroad of Information and 15/3/1978 1111983 x | x
Evidence in Administrative Matters
101 Europea_n Conyention on th_e_ Control of the Acquisition and 28/6/1978 11711982 x | x
Possession of Firearms by Individuals
102 | European Convention for the Protection of Animals for Slaughter 10/5/1979 11/6/1982 | X | X | X
Additional Protocol to the European Convention for the Protection
103 | of Animals during International Transport DRI || TARMARER || X || || ¢
104 Conyention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural 19/9/1979 1/6/1982 x| x| x
Habitats
pean Convention on F ition and Er of Decisions
105 | concerning Custody of Children and on Restoration of Custody of | 20/5/1980 1/9/1983 X | X
Children
106 Eurc_)pe_an Outline C_o_nvention on Tr_ansfronlier Co-operation between 21/5/1980 | 22/12/1981 | X
Territorial Communities or Authorities
107 | European Agreement on Transfer of Responsibility for Refugees 16/10/1980 | 1/12/1980 | X | X
108 Convent.ion for the Protection of Individuals with regard to Automatic 28/1/1981 11011985 | x | x
Processing of Personal Data
109 | Additional Protocol to the European Agreement on the Exchange of | /1 /1963 111ne8s | x | x
Therapeutic Substances of Human Origin
Additional Protocol to the Agreement on the Temporary Importation,
free of duty, of Medical, Surgical and Laboratory Equipment for Use
110 on free loan in Hospitals and other Medical Institutions for Purposes 11171983 17171985 XX
of Diagnosis or Treatment
11 Additional Protcl:col to the European Agreement on the Exchanges 1/1/1983 1/1/1985 x| x
of Blood-Grouping Reagents
112 | Convention on the Transfer of Sentenced Persons 21/3/1983 1/7/1985 X | X
13 Additional I.:’rotoool to !hle Protocol to the European Agreement on 21/3/1983 1111985 x | x
the Protection of Television Broadcasts
Protocol No. 6 to the Convention for the Protection of Human Rights
114 | and Fundamental Freedoms concerning the Abolition of the Death | 28/4/1983 1/3/1985
Penalty
Protocol amending the P 1t on the Restriction of the
s Use of certain Detergents in Washlng and Cleaning Products ASFIUARER || WAKKAEES || 5 || ¢
116 Eu_ropean Convention on the Compensation of Victims of Violent 24/11/1983 1/2/1988 x | x
Crimes
17 Protocol No. 7 to the Convention for the Protection of Human Rights 22111984 | 1/11/1988

and Fundamental Freedoms
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No. the treaty force

118 Protocol No. 8 to the Convention for the Protection of Human Rights 19/3/1985 1/1/1990
and Fundamental Freedoms

119 | European Convention on Offences relating to Cultural Property 23/6/1985 X | X
European Convention on Spectator Violence and Misbehaviour at

120 Sports Events and in particular at Football Matches 19/8/1985 11171985 | X | X

121 Convention for the Protection of the Architectural Heritage of 3/10/1985 11211987 | x | x | x
Europe

122 | European Charter of Local Self-Government 15/10/1985 1/9/1988

123 Europearll Convention for the Fl’rot?exl:tion of Vertebrate Animals used 18/3/1986 1111991 x | x| x
for Experimental and other Scientific Purposes

124 European ‘Convemion on the Recognilion‘ of Fhe Legal Personality 24/4/1986 1111991 x | x
of International Non-Governmental Organisations

125 | European Convention for the Protection of Pet Animals 13/11/1987 1/5/1992 X | X

126 Europegn Convention for the_ Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or 26/11/1987 1/2/1989 x | x
Degrading Treatment or Punishment

127 | Convention on Mutual Administrative Assistance in Tax Matters 25/1/1988 1/4/1995 | X | X

128 | Additional Protocol to the European Social Charter 5/5/1988 4/9/1992
Arrangement for the Application of the European Agreement of 17

129 | October 1980 concerning the Provision of Medical Care to Persons | 26/5/1988 X
during Temporary Residence

130 | Convention on Insider Trading 20/4/1989 1/10/1991 X | X|X

431 | Third Additional Protocol to the Protocol to the European Agreement | 4 /1909 x| x
on the Protection of Television Broadcasts

132 | European Convention on Transfrontier Television 5/5/1989 1/5/1993 X | X|X

133 | Protocol to the Convention on Insider Trading 11/9/1989 1/10/1991

134 Protocol to th_e Convention on the Elaboration of a European 16/11/1989 | 11171992 | x X
Pharmacopoeia

135 | Anti-Doping Convention 16/11/1989 1/3/1990 X | X

136 European Convention on Certain International Aspects of 5/6/1990 x | x
Bankruptcy

137 Fifth Protooollto the General Agreement on Privileges and Immunities 18/6/1990 11171991
of the Council of Europe

138 Eu(opegn Convention on the General Equivalence of Periods of 6/11/1990 1111991 x| x| x
University Study

139 | European Code of Social Security (Revised) 6/11/1990 X[ X|X

140 Protocol No. 9 to the Convention for the Protection of Human Rights 6/11/1990 111011994
and Fundamental Freedoms

141 Convention on Layndering, Search, Seizure and Confiscation of the 8/11/1990 1/9/1993 x| x
Proceeds from Crime

142 | Protocol amending the European Social Charter 21/10/1991

143 Eurppean Colnvention on the Protection of the Archaeological 16/1/1992 2551905 | x | x | x
Heritage (Revised)

144 Convention on the Participation of Foreigners in Public Life at 5/2/1992 1/5/1997 x | x
Local Level
Protocol of Amendment to the European Convention for the

(£ Protection of Animals kept for Farming Purposes Gtk | |

146 Protocol No. 10 to the Convention for the Protection of Human Rights 25/3/1992
and Fundamental Freedoms

147 | European Convention on Cinematographic Co-Production 2/10/1992 1/4/1994 X X

148 | European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages 5/11/1992 1/3/1998 X | X
Second Protocol amending the Convention on the Reduction of

149 | Cases of Multiple { ity and Military Obligatit in Cases of | 2/2/1993 24/3/1995 | X | X
Multiple Nationality

150 Convention on Civil Liability for Damage resulting from Activities 21/6/1993 x| x| x

Dangerous to the Environment
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171 %ﬁﬁglg‘;:gi“‘:dafﬁﬂﬂi’“"“““ Bobabyd gaGovgme gobgbeeot | 4101908 | 1732002 | X | X
172 | Lobbmols badstmmols 33zgmdon 3o603ml magaob Bgbsbgd gobagbes | 4/11/1998 X [ x
173 | Lobbeool badstogmols gobagbos godaznEosty 27/111999 | /72002 | x | x
174 | LsBongsemsger bsBatongols gobiggfgos geobregosty 41171999 | 171172003 | x [ x
aaﬁﬁSawﬂ 4703600 a‘mma‘" Bamgab - h6L6sgambagy
175 5 50 Sy gl Cobssenlgiel by 11/5/2000 X
176 3360301\ wobidongbol jobagbE0s 20/10/2000 | 1/3/2004 | X
Josbols D s 2
177 | e N 15 dacGamsig magoliagegbons @30k 3360320 | 414172000 | 11412005
43603nmo gobagaos oGmdon bymBobsfaemdmndsty wegndbgbamo b
178 | Gou B0 derdbobrdgboms badsbomndGogo a3l Bbsbgd 241112001 | /712003 | X | X
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ETS* Opening of | Entry into

No. i the treaty force |
Protocol No. 1 to the European Convention for the Prevention of

(5 Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment AHRIIEED VAR
Protocol No. 2 to the European Convention for the Prevention of

152 Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment 41111993 1/3/2002
European Convention relating to questions on Copyright Law

153 | and Neighbouring Rights in the Framework of Transfrontier | 11/5/1994 X X
Broadcasting by Satellite

154 | Protocol to the European Convention on Social Security 11/5/1994 X | X
Protocol No. 11 to the Convention for the Protection of Human Rights

155 | and Fundamental Freedoms, restructuring the control machinery | 11/5/1994 1/11/1998
established thereby
Agreement on illicit traffic by sea, implementing Article 17 of the

156 | United Nations Convention against illicit traffic in narcotic drugs and | 31/1/1995 1/5/2000 X | X
psychotropic substances

157 | Framework Convention for the Protection of National Minorities 1/2/1995 1/2/1998 | X | X

158 Additional Pro(oc(_)l to the Eu_ropean Social Charter Providing for a 9/11/1995 1/7/1998
System of Collective Complaints
Additional Protocol to the European Outline Convention on

159 | Transfrontier Co-op Territorial C or | 9/11/1995 1/12/1998 | X
Authorities

160 | European Convention on the Exercise of Children’s Rights 25/1/1996 1/7/2000 X | X|X
European Agreement relating to persons participating in proceedings

(5l of the European Court of Human Rights BRI A

162 Sixth F’_rolocol to the Qeneral Agreement on Privileges and 5/3/1996 1/11/1998
Immunities of the Council of Europe

163 | European Social Charter (revised) 3/5/1996 1/7/1999
Convention for the protection of Human Rights and dignity of the

164 | human being with regard to the application of biology and medicine: | 4/4/1997 112/1999 | X | X | X
Convention on Human Rights and Biomedicine

165 Converytiorvl on the Recognition pf Qualifications concerning Higher 11/4/1997 1/2/1999 x| x| x
Education in the European Region

166 | European Convention on Nationality 6/11/1997 1/3/2000 X | X

167 | Additional Protocol to the Convention on the Transfer of Sentenced 1811211997 | 12000 | x | x
Persons
Additional Protocol to the Convention for the Protection of Human
Rights and Dignity of the Human Being with regard to the Applica-

168 tion of Biology and Medicine, on the Prohibition of Cloning Human 12111998 1/3/2001 XXX
Beings
Protocol No. 2 to the European Outline Convention on Transfron-

169 | tier Co-operation between Territorial Communities or Authorities | 5/5/1998 1/2/2001 X
concerning interterritorial co-operation
Protocol of Amendment to the European Convention for the Protec-

170 | tion of Vertebrate Animals used for Experimental and other Scientific | 22/6/1998 X | X|X
Purposes

171 Proto_c_ol amending the European Convention on Transfrontier 1/10/1998 1/3/2002 x| x| x
Television

172 (L):wnvention on the Protection of Environment through Criminal 41111998 x | x

173 | Criminal Law Convention on Corruption 27/1/1999 1/7/2002 X | X|X

174 | Civil Law Convention on Corruption 4/11/1999 1/11/2003 | X | X | X

175 European Con\{ention on the Promotion of a Transnational Long-Term 11/5/2000 %
Voluntary Service for Young People

176 | European Landscape Convention 20/10/2000 1/3/2004 X

177 Protocol No. 12 to the Convention for the Protection of Human Rights 4/111/2000 1/4/2005
and Fundamental Freedoms

178 European Convention on the Legal Protection of Services based on, 24/1/2001 1/7/2003 x| x| x

or consisting of, Conditional Access
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189 | Lobgdgdol Bydggmdon Bowg Lobgmo s Jugbogmdonee | 28/1/2003 X | x
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190 Bypetgigmo oo 15/5/2003
191 | goérmaosty Lobbmol bed 1 gobggbool adadgboco oo 15/5/2003 | 1/2/2005 | X | X
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198 | mmpdtogo bagdsbmdols negase dndmggdmo Bgdebsgemadol @ | 16/5/2005 X | X
Boodobiol @sgebsblgiol sk

182

BBodzbgdo: gmbzgbondo oo Bgmsbbagdado Bobsghmgdmr woss gaGmel Lsddeb Faato

Ja0eBdolongols s bsomsbopem:

E.: ggéodgmo s6sfga6o daggado
N.: sb3ggémdmmo 6360 Jaaggdo

C.: 936m3mmo 0s6s9namdGeds.
HETS: ggthmdgmo by Bygamgdgbol bgbos.

Title Opening of | Entry into N | e
the treaty force

Additional Protocol to the o] g 1t on the Transmission

179 of Applications for Lagal Aid 4/10/2001 1/9/2002 | X [ X

180 S:onventi_on on !nformati_on ?nd Legal Co-operation concerning 4/10/2001 x| x| x
Information Society Services’
Additional Protocol to the Convention for the Protection of Individu-

181 | als with regard to Automatic Processing of Personal Data, regarding | 8/11/2001 1/7/2004 X[ X]|X
supervisory authorities and transborder data flows

182 Sec_ond Add_ition_al _Protocol to the European Convention on Mutual 8/11/2001 1/2/2004 x | x
Assistance in Criminal Matters

183 Eur_opean Convention for the protection of the Audiovisual 8/11/2001 x| x| x
Heritage
Protocol to the European Convention on the protection of the

184 Audiovisual Heritage, on the protection of Television Productions 8/11/2001 XXX

185 | Convention on Cybercrime 23/11/2001 1/7/2004 X | X
Additional Protocol to the Convention on Human Rights and Bio-

186 | medicine concerning Transplantation of Organs and Tissues of | 24/1/2002 X | X|X
Human Origin
Protocol No. 13 to the Convention for the Protection of Human Rights

187 | and Fundamental Freedoms, concerning the abolition of the death | 3/5/2002 1/7/2003
penalty in all circumstances

188 | Additional Protocol to the Anti-Doping Convention 12/9/2002 1/4/2004 X | X
Additional Protocol to the Convention on cybercrime, concerning the

189 | criminalisation of acts of a racist and xenophobic nature committed | 28/1/2003 X | X
through computer systems

190 Protocollamending the European Convention on the Suppression 15/5/2003
of Terrorism

191 | Additional Protocol to the Criminal Law Convention on Corruption 15/5/2003 1/2/2005 X[ X|X

192 | Convention on Contact concerning Children 15/5/2003 1/9/2005 X | X|X
European Convention for the Protection of Animals during Interna-

193 | fional Transport (Revised) li2e0s NRYIEE
Protocol No. 14 to the Convention for the Protection of Human

194 | Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, amending the control system | 13/5/2004
of the Convention

195 A_dditiopa'll Protocol .to thg Cor!venlion on Human Rights and 25/1/2005 x| x| x
Biomedicine, concerning Biomedical Research

196 | Council of Europe Convention on the Prevention of Terrorism 16/5/2005 X | X|X

197 Council of Europe Convention on Action against Trafficking in 16/5/2005 x| x| x
Human Beings
Council of Europe Convention on Laundering, Search, Seizure and

198 | Confiscation of the Proceeds from Crime and on the Financing of | 16/5/2005 X | X|X

Terrorism

Notes: Convention(s) and Agreement(s) opened to the member States of the

Council of Europe and, where appropriate, to the:

E.: European non-member States
N.: Non-European non-member States
C.: European Community.

*ETS: European Treaties Series.
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The Council of Europe Information Office — Thilisi
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The Council of Europe Information Office in Tbilisi was
opened on 20 April 2001.

The Organisation has 22 offices in Central and Eastern
European countries — Baku, Bratislava, Bucharest, Buda-
pest, Chisinau, lekaterinbourg, Kyiv, Ljubljana, Moscow,
Prague, Riga, Saratov, Skopje, Sofia, St Petersbourg,
Tallinn, Thilisi, Tirana, Veliko Turnovo, Vilnius, Warsaw,
Yerevan.

The main tasks of the Council of Europe Information
Office are to:

4 Disseminate information on the activities, goals
and achievements of the Council of Europe;

4 Build greater awareness of Council of Europe rules
and standards in different professional fields;

4 Support and promote Council of Europe activities,
programmes and projects;

4 Liaise with international donors in order to develop
joint initiatives;

¢ Participate in organising seminars and confer-
ences in cooperation with local partners;

4 Assist Georgian organisations and institutions in
identifying European partners;

4 Translate, publish and disseminate Council of
Europe texts and documents.

The Information Office has a library which contains the
most important publications of the Council of Europe on
the organisation’s structure and activities of its main bod-
ies: the Committee of Ministers (Recommendations and
Resolutions), the Parliamentary Assembly (Debates and
Adopted Texts) and the Congress of Local and Regional
Authorities. The library’s collection includes complete ju-
risprudence of the European Court of Human Rights and
all conventions adopted by the Council of Europe along
with their explanatory reports. The documents cover the
following areas: treaties and conventions, law, human
rights, local democracy, media, social issues, education
and culture, health, environment.

For more information:




