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Appendix

Scope of the Social Charter in terms of persons protected

1 Without prejudice to Article 12, paragraph 4, and Article 13, paragraph 4, the persons covered 
by Articles 1 to 17 include foreigners only insofar as they are nationals of other Contracting 
Parties lawfully resident or working regularly within the territory of the Contracting Party 
concerned, subject to the understanding that these articles are to be interpreted in the light of 
the provisions of Articles 18 and 19.

This interpretation would not prejudice the extension of similar facilities to other persons by 
any of the Contracting Parties. 

2 Each Contracting Party will grant to refugees as defined in the Convention relating to the 
Status of Refugees, signed at Geneva on 28th July 1951, and lawfully staying in its territory, 
treatment as favourable as possible, and in any case not less favourable than under the 
obligations accepted by the Contracting Party under the said Convention and under any other 
existing international instruments applicable to those refugees.

Part I, paragraph 18, and Part II, Article 18, paragraph 1

It is understood that these provisions are not concerned with the question of entry into the 
territories of the Contracting Parties and do not prejudice the provisions of the European 
Convention on Establishment, signed at Paris on 13th December 1955.

Part II

Article 1, paragraph 2

This provision shall not be interpreted as prohibiting or authorising any union security clause 
or practice.

Article 4, paragraph 4

This provision shall be so understood as not to prohibit immediate dismissal for any serious 
offence.

Article 4, paragraph 5

It is understood that a Contracting Party may give the undertaking required in this paragraph if 
the great majority of workers are not permitted to suffer deductions from wages either by law 
or through collective agreements or arbitration awards, the exceptions being those persons 
not so covered.
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Article 6, paragraph 4

It is understood that each Contracting Party may, insofar as it is concerned, regulate the 
exercise of the right to strike by law, provided that any further restriction that this might place 
on the right can be justified under the terms of Article 31.

Article 7, paragraph 8

It is understood that a Contracting Party may give the undertaking required in this paragraph if 
it fulfils the spirit of the undertaking by providing by law that the great majority of persons 
under 18 years of age shall not be employed in night work.

Article 12, paragraph 4

The words "and subject to the conditions laid down in such agreements" in the introduction to 
this paragraph are taken to imply inter alia that with regard to benefits which are available 
independently of any insurance contribution a Contracting Party may require the completion of 
a prescribed period of residence before granting such benefits to nationals of other 
Contracting Parties.

Article 13, paragraph 4

Governments not Parties to the European Convention on Social and Medical Assistance may 
ratify the Social Charter in respect of this paragraph provided that they grant to nationals of 
other Contracting Parties a treatment which is in conformity with the provisions of the said 
Convention.

Article 19, paragraph 6

For the purpose of this provision, the term "family of a foreign worker" is understood to mean 
at least his wife and dependent children under the age of 21 years.

Part III

It is understood that the Charter contains legal obligations of an international character, the 
application of which is submitted solely to the supervision provided for in Part IV thereof.

Article 20, paragraph 1 

It is understood that the "numbered paragraphs" may include articles consisting of only one 
paragraph.

Part V

Article 30

The term "in time of war or other public emergency" shall be so understood as to cover also 
the threat of war.


