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The Lanzarote 
Convention



1. Protects the dignity and rights of ALL
children

2. Legally binding in 48 States

3. Integrated approach. Measures to end ALL
forms of sexual violence :

■ Prevent violence

■ Protect victims

■ End impunity

■ Mobilise key stakeholders (participation)

4. Platform to monitor, cooperate and ensure
joint action

The Lanzarote Convention





Screening people in contact 

with children helps to:

• Prevent abuse

• End impunity

Vulnerability of children in Sport:

• Some offenders seek access

• Some convicted offenders re-offend

• Some convicted offenders flee/rellocate





The Lanzarote Committee findings

- Not all States screen
- Not always compulsory
- Not all professionals covered
- Not the same offences covered
- Volunteers not always covered
- Different approaches in access

- By recruiter
- By candidate 

- Offences may happen after
recruitment



The Lanzarote Committee recommendations

• URGES to impose screening of ALL 

professionals (public or private)

• INVITES to encourage CONTINUOUS screening

• INVITES to include VOLUNTARY activities



• obligation to store and collect data 
on convicted offenders

• need to cooperation with the 
private sector

• impose corporate responsibility

• international cooperation

Lanzarote Convention



In a nutshell: 
Sports organisations should include initial and regular screening of all 
people in contact with children.

This should be part of their child safeguarding policy. 

States should support these efforts and hold organisations accountable.



www.coe.int/sport     

www.coe.int/children 
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