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Strasbourg, 12 May 2022

Dear Minister,

| am sending you herewith an application for membership received on 12 May 2022,
for possible follow up by the Committee of Ministers in accordance with the Statute of
the Council of Europe.

Yours sincerely,

Marija/Pejginovic¢ Buri¢

Mr Luigi Di Maio
Chair of the Committee of Ministers
Minister for Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation

Italy
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Consulat Général de la République du Kosovo a Strasbourg

Ref: 12/2022
Strasbourg, 12 May 2022

NOTE VERBALE

The Consulate General of the Republic of Kosovo in Strasbourg expresses its
compliments to the Secretary General of the Council of Europe, Her Excellency Ms.
Marija Pej¢inovi¢ Buri¢, and has the honor to enclose herewith a Letter of request for
accession of the Republic of Kosovo to the Council of Europe.

The Consulate General of the Republic of Kosovo in Strasbourg avails itself of this
opportunity to renew to the Secretary General of the Council of Europe the
assurances of its highest consideration.

/

th Council

To: Her Excellency Ms. Marija Pejéinovi¢ Buri¢ - Secretary Gg;
of Europe

31 Rue du Conseil des Quinze- 67000 Strasbourg
Email: consulate.strasbourg@rks-gov.net Tél: 03.88.23.54.38
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Republika e Kosovés
Republika Kosova - Republic of Kosovo
Ministria e Punéve té Jashtme dhe Diasporés/ Ministarstvo Inostranih Poslova i Dijaspora/ Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and Diaspora

Prishtina, 12 May 2022
Ref: 248/2022

Your Excellency,
dear Secretary General,

As a European country strongly committed to human rights and the rule of law and in view of the profound
impact on the political architecture of our European continent inflicted by Russia’s illegal aggression against independent
Ukraine, I have the honour to inform you that the Republic of Kosovo is hereby applying for full membership of the
Council of Europe.

Having been recognized as an independent state by more than 73 per cent of the member states of the Council
of Europe since its independence on 17 February 2008, and consonant with its identity as a European country the Republic
of Kosovo is single-mindedly pursuing the path of full integration into the legal and political frameworks laid down in
the Statute of the Council of Europe and other European and Western organizations.

Throughout its existence as an independent state the Republic of Kosovo has enshrined basic human rights in its
constitution, of which some key elements are directly linked with the Council of Europe. Please allow me to highlight
some of these provisions.

Article 22 of the Constitution of the Republic of Kosovo ensures the direct effect of key documents of the Council
of Europe, such as the European Convention on Human Rights and its Protocols, the Framework Convention for the
Protection of National Minorities and the Istanbul Convention. This article of the Constitution also gives direct effect to
key UN documents such as the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the International Convention on the Elimination
of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (ICERD), the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
Against Women and the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhumane or Degrading Treatment or Punishment.

Article 53 of the Constitution directly links legal interpretations of human rights and fundamental freedoms in
Kosova to the European Court for Human Rights by stating: ,,Human rights and fundamental freedoms guaranteed by this
Constitution shall be interpreted consistent with the court decisions of the European Court of Human Rights.“

Following its path towards becoming a fully-fledged member of relevant European and international institutions,
our country has further strengthened the rule of law since its general elections in 2021. As a result of all the efforts of our
still young Republic, Kosovo has been ranked first in the Western Balkans by the World Justice Report on Rule of Law
and second in the region by the Transparency International Index for 2021 with the highest single increase of 17 ranks.

Fundamental rights for women are promoted in our country by adherence to the above mentioned conventions
but also by legal provisions that ensure at least 30 per cent of the members of our national and local parliaments have to
be women. In our current national parliament the ruling coalition can count on more than 40 per cent female members of
parliament.

The empowerment and protection of non-majority communities in public institutions include many constitutional
guarantees and are correctly and widely perceived as the most far reaching in Europe.
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Our Constitution’s provision to assign 20 out 120 seats of the parliament exclusively for minorities (10 seats for
the Serb community, and 10 for the Bosniak, Turkish, Egyptian, Roma, Ashkali communities), while at the same time
preserving their right also to compete for the remaining 100 seats represents a unique degree of guarantees for minorities
in the electoral process. Regardless of the outcome of the elections, the Serb community has the right to elect one member
of government, while two additional members of government are selected from the other communities. Nowhere in the
region or Europe for that matter can such a level of inclusion of minorities be found.

Members of non-majority communities enjoy the legal right to participate in our public administration on a
national and local level. Similar guarantees are enshrined in our Constitution for minority communities regarding
language and schooling especially on the local level.

All these and a series of other provisions ensure that empowerment and protection of minority communities in
Kosovo exceed those of most other countries in Europe.

These provisions and the health of our democracy serve as proof that European values can be the formula for overcoming
even a most tragic past and for providing a better future for all, as has been the case in the very founding of the Council
of Europe itself.

There is no other country in the region or in Europe whose citizens produce survey after survey approval rates
for European and Western values by up to more than 90 per cent. Our identity is a profoundly European one. Kosovo is
eager to contribute to the common good of our common continent.

We further believe that a decision by the Council of Europe to admit the youngest country in Southeast Europe
could be a strategically decisive step towards stabilizing the region and preventing it from relapsing into conflict. We are
confident that such a decision would help the region to come to terms with the past and to open up a new era of ever
closer cooperation in many areas of mutual benefit.

The young and European-minded people of Kosovo aspire to belong to the family of nations in the Council of
Europe. With the exceptional experience of a tragic recent past defined by war and genocide, but at the same time proving
in surveys to be still the most optimistic and most European country in the region, Kosovo considers itself amply qualified
to contribute to a further strengthening of Europe and its indispensable values.

We are grateful for the support the Council of Europe and many of its member states are providing to our country,
its institutions and our vibrant civil society in pursuing this European path.

Kosovo is both ready and able to fulfil all membership requirements under Articles 3 and 4 of the Statute of the
Council of Europe and to become a valuable member of the Organisation.

Therefore please allow me to conclude by expressing our deeply felt aspiration and our wish to join the family
of European nations in the Council of Europe.

I avail myself of this opportunity to present to you, Madame Secretary General, and the members of the
Committee of Ministers, the assurances of my highest consideration.

)
ka GérvallgA ¢
Deputy Prime ¢
Minister of Foretgh Affairs and

Diaspora

H.E. Ms. Marija Pej¢inovié Buri¢
Secretary General of the Council of Europe
Strasbourg
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