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Karl-Heinz LAMBERTZ, 3rd Vice-President of the Congress, took the Chair at 9.35.

1. Adoption of the draft minutes of the sessions of the chambers and of the sitting of the
Congress on 30 October 2019

The Congress adopted the draft minutes of the sessions of the Chambers and the sitting of
the Congress on 30 October 2019, contained in Documents CPL37(2019)PV,
CPR37(2019)PV and CG37(2019)PV02.

2. Communication from the French Presidency of the Committee of Ministers

The President informed members of the Congress about a communication from the French
Presidency of the Committee of Ministers.

3. The use of languages by local and regional authorities

The rapporteur, Andrew DAWSON, United Kingdom (R, ECR), on behalf of the Governance
Committee, presented the report contained in Document CG37(2019)17.

The debate was opened.

Speakers: Konstantin TOLKACHEYV, Russian Federation (R, ILDG); Kateryna MARCHENKO,
Ukraine (L, SOC); Oleg MELNICHENKO, Russian Federation (R, EPP/CCE); Vsevolod
BELIKOV, Russian Federation (L, EPP/CCE); Adalet FIDAN, Turkey (L, SOC); Csanad
KANDIKO, Hungary (Youth Delegate); Jozsef PFEFFER, Hungary (L, EPP/CCE); Matija
KOVAC, Serbia (R, EPP/CCE); Marc COOLS, Belgium (L, ILDG); Heather MCVEY, United
Kingdom (L, SOC); Naxhie REXHEPI, Slovenia (Youth Delegate); Marie KAUFMANN, Czech
Republic (R, EPP/CCE); Vladimir PREBILIC, Slovenia (L, SOC); Barbara TOCE, ltaly
(L, SOC); Thomas ANDERSSON, Sweden (R, ILDG); Claudia BORRAS CAPDEVILA,
Andorra (Youth Delegate); Aoife MOLLQY, Ireland (Youth Delegate); Fatha KHYEL, Morocco
(Partner for Local Democracy); and Badid BENNANI, Morocco (Partner for Local Democracy).
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The rapporteur replied to the debate.

Robert-Csonger GRUMAN, Romania (R, EPP/CCE), Chair of the Governance Committee,
replied to the debate.

The debate was closed.

The Congress proceeded to vote on the draft resolution and recommendation, contained in
Document CG37(2019)17.

The draft resolution was adopted.

The draft recommendation was adopted.

Ceremony awarding the Congress medal to an honorary member

The Vice-President opened the ceremony awarding the Congress medal to honorary member
Helena PIHLAJASAARI, former Vice-President of the Congress, Finland.

Anders KNAPE, President of the Congress, made a speech thanking Helena PIHLAJASAARI
and presented her a medal.

Helena PIHLAJASAARI made a speech and thanked the President and the members of the
Congress.

The President invited the honorary member for a photograph.

Anders KNAPE, President of the Congress, took the Chair at 10.42.

Ceremony to mark the 70th anniversary of the Council of Europe
The President addressed the Congress.

Karl-Heinz LAMBERTZ, 1st Vice-President of the Chamber of Regions, addressed the
Congress.

Xavier CADORET, President of the Chamber of Local Authorities, addressed the Congress.

Bernd VOEHRINGER, President of the European People’s Party Group in the Congress,
addressed the Congress.

Piero FASSINO, President of the Socialist Group, addressed the Congress.

Marc COOLS, President of the Independent and Liberal Democrat Group, addressed the
Congress.

Svitlana BOHATYRCHUK-KRYVKO, President of the European Conservatives and
Reformists Group, addressed the Congress.

The President invited the Presidents for a photograph.

Local and regional democracy in Bosnia and Herzegovina

Carla DEJONGHE, Belgium (R, ILDG), on behalf of the Monitoring Committee, presented the
report, contained in Document CG37(2019)18.

The debate was opened.

Speakers: Cemal BAS, Turkey (L, EPP/CCE); Draginja VLK, Serbia (R, EPP/CCE); Laurent
WEHRLI, Switzerland (L, ILDG); Marc COOLS, Belgium (L, ILDG); Weronika SZYSZKA,
Poland (Youth Delegate); and Pierro FASSINO, Italy (L, SOC).

The rapporteur replied to the debate.

The debate was closed.




The Congress proceeded to vote on the draft recommendation contained in Document
CG37(2019)18.

The draft recommendation was adopted.

The President welcomed Lejla RESIC, Minister for Administration and Local Self-Government,
Republika Srpska, Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Lejla RESIC made a statement and answered written questions contained in Document
CG37(2019)19, from the following members:

Beat HIRS, Switzerland (L, ILDG); Bryony RUDKIN, United Kingdom (L, SOC); and Bakir
TIRIC, Bosnia and Herzegovina (Youth Delegate).

Close of the 37th Session by the President of the Congress

The President addressed the Congress and thanked members for their participation in the
work of the Congress and the two chambers.

The President noted that the 38th Session of the Congress would take place from 17 to
19 March 2020.

The President thanked all the staff who had contributed to the work of the Session. In
particular, he thanked Director Jean-Philippe BOZOULS, who was due to retire in November
2019.

The President declared the 37th Session of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities
of the Council of Europe closed.

The sitting was closed at 12.06.

The European Anthem was played.
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UNITED KINGDOM / ROYAUME-UNI
LUXEMBOURG / LUXEMBOURG
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UNITED KINGDOM / ROYAUME-UNI
UNITED KINGDOM / ROYAUME-UNI
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GREECE / GRECE

SWEDEN / SUEDE

LUXEMBOURG / LUXEMBOURG
ITALY / ITALIE

SWITZERLAND / SUISSE

SERBIA / SERBIE

TURKEY / TURQUIE

ALBANIA / ALBANIE

UNITED KINGDOM / ROYAUME-UNI
GERMANY / ALLEMAGNE

SWEDEN / SUEDE

SPAIN / ESPAGNE
ARMENIA / ARMENIE
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POLAND / POLOGNE

RUSSIAN FEDERATION / FEDERATION DE
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ITALY / ITALIE
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RUSSIAN FEDERATION / FEDERATION DE
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FRANCE / FRANCE
CROATIA / CROATIE
FRANCE / FRANCE
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LIECHTENSTEIN / LIECHTENSTEIN
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Mr / M. Gyorgy ILLES replaced by Mr / M.
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Mr / M. Krzysztof IWANIUK

Mr / M. Wojciech JANKOWIAK
Mr / M. Peter JOHN
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Mrs / Mme Oksana KALIUZHNA
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