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Our Society of the 20th century is progressing very rapidly. ln al/ fields. 
ln the year 2000, the population of. the globe wi/1 have doub/ed. T owns 

wi/1 have become /ike huge arit-hil/s.!ndustries wi/1 attain gigantic dimen-
sions. Consumption of raw materials w,71 increasé'' (aster and faster, 
eating up mountains of limestone, ,ron and coal mines, oil-fields ... 

With booming industries - often deve/oping in a disorder/y way - which 
are the mark of our times, Nature 's water resources are a/so being drawn 
on more and more. 

At the same time, a/as, pol/uted waters are being poured into our rivers 
and streams, fouling the countryside and destroying life. 

lt is high time we became aware of the danger and wrote into our laws 
the respect for al/ aquatic and plant /ife which is essentia/ to our own 
existence. 

The solution is a matter of discipline, of organization, of warranted 
financial efforts. 

The Charter is perhaps a cal! to order but it is above al/ a doctrine which 
henceforth must inspire our attitude towards the incomparable element 
of life and civilization that is water, 

Our hope is that al/ should be inspired by it. 

Albert of Belgium 
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The European Water Charter and the European Water Conserva_tion 
Campaign. which it introduces, constitute an achievement of which the 

Council of Europe may right/y be proud. 
By a co-operative effort of the Committee of Ministers - the executive 

body of the Counci/ of Europe, of the Consultative Assembly - its parlia
mentary body, of its international civil service, the Secretariat General, 
and of its eighteen member Governments, a problem vital ta the future 
we/1-being of al/ our countries is brought to the attention of millions of 
Europeans, and prepared for effective international action. 

But the rea/ significance of this event is even greater than the importance 
of the subject. lt is that the grave technical prob/ems which we face today 
in European soci3ty are not national but international and require an inter
national effort for their solution. 

Peter Smithers 
Secretary General of the 

Council of Europe 

The p/edge has been taken by the whole of Europe. 
Ta safeguard the very possibility of maintaining human lite on this vast 

promontory stretching out of Asia and which is her home/and, Europe is 
uniting ta protect her fresh waters. 

The principles contained in the Charter have a!ready been embodied in 
several national laws. 

They wi/1 be enshrined tomorrow in a convention mustering al/ our 
nations. 

May this text, which wi/1 be posted up across Europe, from the schools 
in /ce/and ta the wal/s of those cities which recognize in Ankara their capital 
and in Byzantium their great ancestor, become /aw common to al/ our 
peoples. 

Georges Housiaux 
Belgian Senator 

Chairman of the Organizing 
Committee for the launching ceremony 

of the Water Charter and for the 
Water Conservation Campaign 
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EUROPEAN WATER CHARTER 

of the Council of Europe 

Proclaimed in Strasbourg, 6 May 1968 

PREAMBLE 

The Committee of Ministers, 
Hoving regard to Recommendation 436 (1965) of the Consultative 

Assembly on fresh water pollution contrai in Europe ; 
Toking into occount Resolution N° 10 (XXI) (1965) of the Economie 

Commission for Europe of the United Notions contoining the ECE 
Decloration of Policy on Water Pollution Contrai in Europe, and the 
International Standards for Drinking Water of the World Heolth 
Organisation, and in particular the European Standards ; 

Persuoded that the advance of modern civilisation leads in certain 
cases to an increosing deterioration in our naturel heritoge ; 

Conscious that water holds a place of prime importance in that 
natural heritage ; 

Considering that the dcmcmd for water is increasing, largely 
because of the rapid development of industrialisation in the main 
urban centres of Europe, and thot steps must be token for the quali
tative and quantitative conservation of water resources ; 

Considering, furthermore, that collective action on a European scale 
on water problems is necessary and that a Water Charter constitutes 
on effective instrument to create a better understanding of these 

( 

problems ; ci 
Adopts and proclaims the principles of the present Europeon 

Water Charter, prepared by the European Committee for the Conser
vation of Nature and Notural Resources of the Council of Europe, 
as set forth hereunder : 

1. There is no life without water. If is -a treasure indispensable to 
ail human activity 

Water falls from the atmosphere to the earth mainly in the form 
of rain and snow. Streams, rivers, glaciers and lokes are the principal 
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channels of drainage towords the oceans. During its cycle, water is 
retained by the soil, vegetotion and animais. lt returns to the otmo
sphere principally by meons of evaporotion and plant transpiration. 
Water is the first need of man, animal and plants. 

Water constitutes neorly two-thirds of man's weight and about 
nine-tenths of thot of plants. 

Mon depends on it for drinking, food supplies and woshing, os a 
source of energy, as on essentiel moteriol for production, os a medium 
for transport, and as on outlet for recreotion which modern life 
increosingly demonds. 

(',11. Fresh water resources are not inexhaustible. lt is essential to 
conserve, control, and wherever possible, to increase them 

C 

The population explosion and the rapidly exponding needs of 
modern industry and agriculture ore moking increasing demonds on 
water resources. lt will be impossible to meet these demonds and to 
achieve rising standards of living, unless eoch one of us regards water 
os a precious commodity to be preserved and used wisely. 

Ill. To pollute water is to harm man and other living creatures which 
are dependent on water 

Water in nature is a medium contoining beneficiol orgonisms which 
help to keep it cleon. If we pollute the water, we risk destroying those 
organisms, disrupting this self-purification process, and perhops 
modifying the living medium unfavourobly and irrevocobly. 

Surface and underground waters should be preserved from pollution. 
Any important reduction of quontity and deterioration of quality 

of water, whether running or still, moy do harm to man and other 
living creatures. 

IV. The quality of water must be maintained at levels suitable for 
lhe use to be made of il and, in particular, must meet appropriate 
public health standards 

These quolity levels moy vary according to the different uses of 
water, namely food supplies, domestic, agriculturol and industriel 
needs, fisheries and recreation. Nevertheless, since ail life on eorth 
in its infinite variety depends upon the manifold qualifies of water, 
arrangements should be mode to ensure os far os possible that water 
reteins ifs notural properties. 
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V. When used water is returned to a common source it must not 
impair the further uses, both public and private, to which the 

common source will be put 

Pollution is a change, generally man-made, in the quality of water 
which makes it unusable or dangerous for human consumption, 
industry, agriculture, fishing, recreation, domestic animais and wildlife. 

The discharge of residue (wastage) or of used water which causes 
physical, chemical, organic, thermal or radioactive pollution, must 
not endanger public health and must take into account the capacity 
of the receiving waters to assimilate (by dilution or self-purification) 
any waste motter discharged. The social and economic aspects of 
water-treatment methods are of great importance in this connection. 

C· 
VI. The maintenance of an adequate vegetation cover, preferably 

forest land, is imperative for the conservation of water resources 

lt is necessary to conserve vegetation cover, preferably forests, and 
wherever it has disappeared to reconstitute it as quickly as possible. 

The conservation of forests is a factor of major importance for the 
stabilisation of drainage basins and their water regime. As well as 
their economic value, forests provide opportunities for recreation. 

VII. Water resources must be assessed 

Fresh water that can be put to good use represents less thon one per 
cent of the water on our planet and it is distributed in very unequal 

fashion. 
lt is essential to know surface and underground water resources, 

bearing in mind the water cycle, the quality of water and its utilisation. 
Assessment, in this context, involves the survey, recording and 

appraisal of water resources. 

VIII. The wise husbandry of water resources must be planned by the 
appropriate authorities 

Water is a precious resource requiring planning which combines 

short- and long-term needs. 
A viable water policy is needed, which should include various 

measures for the conservation, flow-control and distribution of water 
resources. Furthermore, maintenance of quality and quantity calls 
for development and improvement of utilisation, recycling and purifi

cation techniques. 
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IX. Conservation of water calls for intensified scientific research, 
training of specialists and public information services 

Research with regard to water in general and waste water in parti
cular should be encouraged in every way possible. Means of providing 
information should be increased and international exchanges facili
tated ; at the same time, the technical and biological training of 
qualified personnel is necessary in the various fields of activity invol
ved. 

X. Water is a common heritage, the value of which must be reco
gnised by all. Everyone has the duty to use water carefully and 
economically 

Each human being is a consumer and user of water and is therefore 
responsible to other users. T o use water thoughtlessly is to misuse 
our natural heritage. 

XI. The management of water resources should be based on their 
natural basins rather than on- political and ,administrative bound-
aries · 

' . . 

Surface waters flow away down. the streepest !ilopes, converging to 
form watercourses. A river arid its tributaries are like a many-branched 
tree, and they serve an area kn6wn-.as a watershed or drainage 
basin. · 

Within a drainage basin, ail uses ·of surface and underground waters 
are interdependent and shquld be mana~ed bearing in mind their 
interrelationship. 

XII. Water knows no frontiers; as a common resource if demands 
international co-operation 

International problems arising from the use of water should be 
settled by mutual agreement between the States concerned, to 
conserve the quality and quantity of water. 

Overleaf, the tree, symbolising nature, surrounded by the circle of twe/ve stars 
of the European Flag, is the emblem adopted for the Counc!'l of Europ•'s Nature 
Conservation activities. 
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