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Born in Ankara in 1959, Tunç Soyer has been living in Izmir since his early childhood. 

He completed his higher education at Ankara University Faculty of Law. During his university years, he has 

worked as an actor and an assistant director at the Ankara Art Theater. He worked as a correspondent at the 

Turkish News. He translated Ingela Bendt and James Downing’s book ‘We'll Come Back’ to Turkish which 

tells the story of the drama of Palestinian women in refugee camps.He holds a master's degree in International 

Relations from Webster College, Switzerland.  

 

His second master's degree was in the field of European Studies at Dokuz Eylül University. Tunç Soyer 

started his career in the tourism sector. He has been the general manager of the industry's leading hotels. 

With the skills gained from these experiences, he founded a holida village in Seferihisar in 1991 and managed 

it for nine years. 

 

He served at Bornova Anatolian High School Education Foundation as a board member for 

seven years, and as the President for three years. In 2003, he became counselor on external relations to the 

Mayor of İzmir Metropolitan Municipality, Ahmet Piriştina. 

 

From 2004 to 2006, he has served as the Director of Foreign Relations in the Izmir Chamber of Commerce. 

In 2006, he was appointed as the General Secretary of EXPO 2015 Izmir Steering Committee and Executive 

Committee by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Between the years 2009-2019, he has served two terms as the 

Mayor of Seferihisar Municipality. 

 

He implemented the international local-scale development model, Cittaslow (Slow City) to Seferihisar and 

then introduced it to entire Turkey. Today, 15 municipalities implemented this development model. In 2013, 

he became the Vice President of the Cittaslow Association, headquartered in Italy. 

In May 2014, he was elected as the Chairman of the Board of SODEM, the Turkish Social Democratic 

Municipalities Association. On 31 March 2019, he was elected as the Mayor of Izmir Metropolitan 

Municipality and in May 2019, as the President of the Aegean Region Municipalities Union. 

He is married and has two daughters. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 


