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1.4ln§£99uotion

The Council of Europe is preparlng a series of reports on
threatened blotopes - in Europe. On the be51s of these’ reports
a-Network of Blogenetlc Reserves will be proposed. The maln‘.
purpose of a biogenetic reserve is "to preserve the bi01031051
balance and ensure the effective coneertation.of one ‘'or more -
" terrestrial .or aQuetic habitats, biocoenoses or ecosystems",

- The Council of Europe aims et‘securing their'funetionS'as
gene-reserv01r and life- support system for the benefit of

'b future generations.

The 1nventory is malnly a desk study and w111 be carrled
out in 1981 and 1982 by a Group of Consultants— halophlllo
-vegetatlon, consisting of Mr P. Doodx
Drs. K.S. .Dijkema, Prof. Dr..J.-M Gehu, Prof. Dr.,B Heydemann :
and Prof Dr. S. Rlvas-Martlnez. Dijkema has accepted the

function of coordlnator-edltor.

2. Circumsoription of the area

- Member states of the Counc11 of Europe, and Finland.

- Bcosystems to be included: salt plant communltles of
eedimentary.coasts and inland areas'w;th attention to the
zoologlcal component. . .

- To be excluded: sub- lltoral ‘and lltoral seagrass vegetatlon,n

embankments, shlngle beaches, beaches ‘'with tidal drlft communltles,

cliff and rocky coasts and 1nland brackish peat.

- Upper 1imit in the tidal zonatlon about extreme high water

spring (the Agropyro-Rumlclon crispi w1th salt plante 1ncluded).

‘- Upper limit in estuaries: an avarage of 3 Y 10 /oo s (the

Phragmltlon with salt plants 1ncluded)



j.’Contents‘and planning

‘The table of contents is given as appendix. Tt consits of: .

Chapter 2 - General ecologlcal descrlptlon and class1f1cat10n

of the halophlllc ecosystems, based on ex1st;ng referenceSv'

and knowledge. : .

Ch. 2.2 (Dlakema) deals with the main. halophlllc blot0pes‘
(eg. -estuarine-, wadden-, lagoonal— beach- plaln-, and bog type -
for coastal salt marshes) - '

Ch. 2.4 (Gehu & Rlvas—Martlnez) and 2.5 (Hexdemann) -on a
lower hierarchical level- deals with the salt plant— and

fauna communities., Ch. 2. 4 will be based on a rev1sed scheme
of Beeftink (1977) Ch. 2. 5 includes 1nvertebrates and vertebrates
and is based on plant communltles and ecological’ zonatlon.‘

Ch. 2.2, 2.4 and 2.5 form the starting p01nt for chapter 3,

and therefore have to be written soon (in draft form as_soon as

poss1ble, deadline june 1981)

Ch.2.3 deals with the blogeography of species and ecosystems,-
with special attentlal to endemes. The phytogeographlc ch. 2.3, 1
w1ll be written by Beeftlnk and the zoographlc ch. 2.3.2 by~
Hexdemann. This work has to be started in august 1981

Chapter 3 - Past and present distribution and state of

'halophilic'ecosystems with maps, based on a questlonnalre to

be sent to local European experts. A
" The questlonnalre and a 11st of local experts w111 be drafted
by Dijkema and Beeftink (to _be sent before augugt 1981) A8 the

questions will be based on the class1flcatlons of chapter 2,

" these should -in draft form- ‘be available as .soon as possible.

Informatlon will be collected about eg. dlstrlbution, past and
present'surface,'geomorphologlcal botanical and zoologlcal
characteristics, endemic and threatened spe01es and communltles,
past and present state, threats, important sites. The ~organisation
and eventually visiting of local experts w111 be done by Dlakema.
The processing of the obtained 1nformatlon (plus oompllatlon

of references) to chapter 3 has been dlstrlbuted among the members



'of the Group of Cosultants according to the. appendix. .

' ijkgma will do the northwestern Atlentic— and inland areas and
make & proposal for an outline map” Gehu and ‘Rivas-Martinez the -
‘eouthwestern Atlehtic— and Mediterranean areas and Heydemann
~adds information on the zoological aspects. Doody is preparing.

an inventory of the British salt marshes, Whieh”will fit into

' this report very well and will be available. by the end of 1981.

V_Dlakema did the same for the Danish, Geérman and Dutch Wadden

Sea’ area. A draft 2f ch. %.3.1 on the Wadden Sea area must be
finished in august 1571, The other parts of chapter % have to be

| started in august 1981.". o S ‘

Contact—men for special areas might be Dr. -Thanheiser for the

Arctic area Dr. E.van der Maarel for the Baltlc area Prof. Dr.
G.Wendelberger for inland areas and Dr: S. Plgnattl for the

Adrlatlc area.

Chapters 4 and 5 - USG, threats, management and conservatlon

'oﬂﬁalophlllc ecosystems, based on chapter 3. _
- The outline of these chapters will be dlscussed at the second
meeting of the Group of Consultants in August 1981. The 1ntentlon_

is to derive the information for chapters from chapter %..

'Angime‘schedule

ae soon as possible| 2.2 in draft form- Dijkema
o ~w | 2.4 in draft forn AG‘ehu:._& Rivas-Martinez
june 1981 - | 2.2 deadline . | Dijkema
| B 2.4 deadline  |Gehu & Rivas-Martines
w o w o - | 2.5 deadline Heydemann
laugust 1981 ' Questionnaire Dijkema & Beeftink
{august 1981 ' 3.3.1 in draft form| Dijkema
august 1981 . ] 2.3.1 started’ | Beeftink
“ S E | 2.3.2 started Heydemanﬁ'
" " 3.> '3 started all consultants
august 1981 ]| 4 & 5 proposal - |meeting of .consultants
end of 1981 - : British inventory Deody o
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EURCPEAN SALT MARSHES AND SALT STEPPES

Authors

3s Situation of salt marsh and salt atappe

-1, Introduction .(with definition) o' o ¢ o o. Dijkema

2, Dascription of salt marah and salt steppe

ecosystems in Eurog#

2,1 Origin e e e e e Dijkema:

2.2 Development and classification of main biotopes’

. 2;2.1 Coastal s=alt ma;shes o 6 6 0 o o i§ Dijkama‘l

26242 Inland salt marshes- and salt stéppea
2.3 Biogeography : R
. 2;3;1 Phytogeography e o000 e e Beeftink

.2“3’2 ZOOQVBDgraphy - e 6 06 0 06 o ® Haydaménn }
2.4 Salt plant communitiest ecological o Gehu & -

-classification e 0 6o o o o o Rivas=Martinez

z.S'Fauna:,ecolpgical clasgification» o o o ¢ Heydemann

ecosxstems in Euroge

301 Introduction ' ‘e # 06 o o 0 o Dijkema'

3.2 Northern-European salt marshes

3.2.1 Arctic area (Greenland, Iceland,

fauna component
by Heydamann

northern Scandinavia) o6 o 0 0 s o Dijkéma > 

3.2.2 Baltic area (eastern Sweden, Finland,

‘Western Germany) ¢ 000 00 @ 'Bijkéma

- J3.2.3 Western Skandinavia and Scdtland s o Dijkema&Doody.

T 3.3 Edrapeanrktlantic salt marshes o
3.3.1 Wadden Sea~ and Dalta area s o o o .-'Dijkemaf‘
3¢3.2 England, Wales and Ireland. s o o « o Doody&Dijkema

36363 france>and Iberian péninsula '

(tiil Lisboa) N o o 00 o o o Cehu&kivas-ﬂ;

3e4 Mediterransan salt marshes and salt stappes
3.4.1 Western-Mediterranean- and Adriatie

area ' . . . .o' 6 6 e o o GShU&Ri\la8—Mo i

3eho2 Eaatern—ﬂediterranaan area (Greece,

Turkey, Cyprua) ® 006006 0 o GBhU:&Rivas-no -

Time'achedulé

“june,lgal

deadliné

aug 1981 -
started

June 1981
deadline -

aug 1981
started

aug 1981 draft

aug 1981 _'
started



" 3.6 Inland salt ‘marshes and ‘salt ateppee .
o 3,641 Northern Europe (Graat Beitain, Central .”
' Germany ) - c e e e s s Dijkema& von
36642 Southeastern Eurape (Neuaiedler Sea) Dijkemq& vee
L 3.643 Turkey L e o e 0 o o o Dijkemad v
3.7 Sslnction and evaluation_b?.valuable'araas . L

aug ‘1981
started

18 PP . 4° Uss and thraats of aalt marsh and salt steppe

ecoaystems 1n Europe

4 1l Use .- o | . I . |

4,2 Effects . . ' S ' _ R S ‘ -\ aug. 198'
-4;3 Threats ' . . S, . pnoponalf
"4.4 Déciina :

15 pp ‘ - Hanggément;gpd conservation of sé}f marsh and

salt steppe ecosystems in Europe = -

5,1 Significance for natureﬂconservntion

5 2 Nature managemant measuyres '

‘5 3 Protactlve measures taken : R ' 4 - aug 1981
5.4 Protective measures to be taken | proposal

565 L;st of areas for a biogenetiec network of reséers-"

2 pp . 6, Conclusions and actions to be taken o e PR .

7, Bibliography



