Revised European Charter on the Participation of Yang People in Local and
Regional Life

Introduction

The foundation for what was to become the revisaiean Charter on the Participation
of Young People in Local and Regional Life was laidhe first and second conference
on youth policies, organised by the Standing Camnfee of Local and Regional
Authorities of Europe, in Lausanne (June 1988)iaridangollen (September 1991)
respectively. Soon after, in March 1992, the Stagdonference adopted Resolution 237
and Article 22 thereof on the adoption of the Cérart

To celebrate the 10th Anniversary of the Europeharter on the Participation of Young
People in Local and Regional Life the Council of&pe’s Congress of Local and
Regional Authorities of Europe, in partnership wittle Council of Europe’s Directorate
for Youth and Sport, organised a conference edtitt®ung People — Actors in their
Towns and Regions”. The general purpose of theetente held in Krakow on 7 and 8
March 2002 was to evaluate the progress made ifidlideof youth participation during
the Charter’s ten years of existence, while disogssays of further promoting youth
participation, amongst others by disseminating goadtices. The participants at the
conference adopted the Krakow Declaratiomwhich they reaffirm that young people are
citizens in the municipalities and regions whemythve, in the same way as any other
age group, and must therefore have access toraikfof participation in society and that
reaffirming and promoting the role of young peoipl¢he development of a democratic
society, in particular in local and regional pubiie, was endorsed and re-established.
Moreover, the conference constituted a contributitothe Council of Europe Integrated
Project “Making Democratic Institutions Work”.

The participants furthermore called for a respdosgew challenges faced by young
people in contemporary society. Consequently teguested the CLRAE and the
Advisory Council on Youth Questions of the CourafiEurope to appoint experts to
prepare proposals for amending the European Chartdre Participation of Young
People in Local and Regional Life in order alsonake it respond to new challenges of
the twenty-first century such as the informationisty and urban insecurity.

The working meetings were convened at the end 02 20d the beginning of 2003. The
deliberations of these working meetings provideltasis of the present version of the
Charter. This version of the Charter is divideaititree sections. The first provides local
and regional authorities with guidelines for howctmduct policies affecting young
people in a number of areas. The second part pEs\itk tools for furthering the
participation of young people. Finally, the thietton provides advice on how to
provide institutional conditions for participatiah young people.

Preamble



The active patrticipation of young people in deaisiand actions at local and regional
level is essential if we are to build more demacratclusive and prosperous societies.
Participation in the democratic life of any comntyns about more than voting or
standing for election, although these are imporggrents. Participation and active
citizenship is about having the right, the mealns,9pace and the opportunity and where
necessary the support to participate in and infleefecisions and engage in actions and
activities so as to contribute to building a betteciety.

Local and regional authorities, as the authoritiesest to the young person, have a very
important role to play in promoting youth partidijpa. In doing so, local and regional
authorities can ensure that young people not oaedy And learn about democracy and
citizenship, but rather have the opportunity toctice it. However, youth participation is
not solely about developing active citizens or d¢had) democracy for the future. It is

vital, if participation is to be meaningful for yog people, that they can influence and
shape decisions and actions when they are youngarwhly at some later stage in life.

When local and regional authorities support ananate youth participation they also
contribute to the social integration of young pegpilelping them to deal not only with
the challenges and pressures of youth, but aldothé challenges of a modern society
where anonymity and individualism are often predwani. However, for youth
participation in local and regional life to be sessful, lasting and meaningful requires
more than the development or restructuring of alitor administrative systems. Any
policy or action designed to promote youth paratipn must ensure that the cultural
environment is one of respect for young peoplerandt also take into account the
diverse needs, circumstances and aspirations efgypeople. And it must involve some
element of fun and enjoyment.

Principles

1. The participation of young people in local aadional life must constitute part of a
global policy of citizens’ participation in publide, as set out in Recommendation
Rec(2001)1%f the Committee of Ministers to member stateshenparticipation of
citizens in local public life.

2. Local and regional authorities are convinced &tlasectoral policies should have a
youth dimension. They therefore undertake to conaplly the provisions of this charter
and to implement the various forms of participatihich follow in consultation and co-
operation with young people and their represergativ

3. The principles and various forms of participatamlvocated in this charter apply to all
young people without discrimination. In order thigwe this, special attention should be
paid to promoting the participation in local andiomal life of young people from
disadvantaged sectors of society and from ethaitomal, social, sexual, cultural,
religious and linguistic minorities.

Part 1: Sectoral policies



I/1 A policy for sport, leisure and associative lié

4. Local and regional authorities should suppagtarsed socio-cultural activities — run
by youth associations and organisations, youthgg@nd community centres — which,
together with the family and school or work, are @f the pillars of social cohesion in
the municipality or region; these are an ideal ctedufor youth participation and the
implementation of youth policies in the fields pist, culture, crafts and trades, artistic
and other forms of creation and expression, asageilh the field of social action.

5. In order to develop the local and regional yaghkociation sector, local and regional
authorities should through appropriate measurabtleeir support, in particular to
organisations which train facilitators and lead#rgouth clubs and organisations, as well
as youth workers, who play a vital part in lifd@tal and regional level.

6. Local and regional authorities should encousg®ciations to promote the active
participation of young people in their statutorylies.

I/2 A policy to promote youth employment and combatunemployment

7. The economic and social conditions that yourapfgeexperience impact upon their
willingness and ability to participate in their @community. When young people are
unemployed or living in poverty they are less ik have the desire, resources and
social support to be active citizens in local aegional life. Young people who are
unemployed are likely to be among the most excludesbciety and therefore local and
regional authorities should develop policies armhprte initiatives to reduce youth
unemployment.

8. Therefore, local and regional authorities should

i. develop polices and programmes in concertatith young people (including those
who are unemployed or at risk of being unemploykdil employers, trade unions,
education, training and employment authorities ymath organisations to address the
causes of youth unemployment and promote employomgmdrtunities for young people;

ii. establish local employment centres to provipecsalist help and support to young
unemployed people in finding meaningful and stawek. Young unemployed people
should have the right to be involved in the manag@rof these centres if they so wish;

iii. support the establishment of businesses, prisas and co-operatives by young
people or groups of young people by providing fagdand other support such as
premises, equipment, training and professionalcagvi

Iv. encourage experimentation by young people Wighsocial economy, community
self-help initiatives or co-operatives.

I/3 Urban environment and habitat, housing policy,and transport



9. Together with representatives of youth orgarosat local and regional authorities

should create conditions for developing an urbanrenment policy based on a more
integrated, less fragmented living environment Whgcconducive to social interaction
and the development of high-quality public spaces.

10. Local and regional authorities should pursugsimg and urban environment policies
which closely involve young people in consultatamnangements bringing together
locally or regionally elected representatives, @it decision makers, leaders of
associations and architects. Their aim is:

i. to draw up programmes for a more harmoniousrenment conducive to personal
self-fulfilment and the development of real solitlabetween the generations;

ii. to develop a concerted policy on the urban emment that takes account of
residents’ social and intercultural realities ie tirawing up of housing and/or housing
renovation programmes.

11. In close co-operation with youth organisatidasants’ organisations and/or
consumer organisations, social housing agenciesa@gidl workers, local and regional
authorities should promote the development of,emetbp within existing social
structures:

I. local information services on housing for yoyrepple;

il. local schemes (e.g. low-cost loans, rent gueasystems) to help young people gain
access to housing.

12. The mobility of young people is made possibleugh easy access to public
transport, of which they are the main users. Thawifity is indispensable for
participation in social life and for being full @éns.

13. Young people should therefore be involved endlganisation of public transport, at
both local and regional level. Specially adapteédsahould allow the most
disadvantaged young people to travel.

14. In rural areas, mobility and transport areredmental necessity for quality of life
and not just necessary to facilitate participatibimerefore, local and regional authorities
should support rural transport initiatives thatksteprovide transport services (public or
private, individual or collective) and increase nfiopin rural areas for groups such as
young people who are currently excluded due to tdekeans of transport.

I/4 An education and training policy promoting youth participation
15. School is an institution in which young peopt¢ only spend a considerable

proportion of their lives and where they undertakkermal educational programme; it is
also a place where many of their views and perspecon life are shaped. It is essential



that young people learn about participation andatracy while in school and that
courses on democracy, participation and citizenatepavailable and properly resourced.
However school must also be a place where youngl@experience democracy in
action and where their participation in decisionking is supported, promoted and is
seen as effective. Therefore:

i. local and regional authorities should activehgeurage the participation of young
people in school life. They should provide finaheiad other supports such as meeting
facilities to enable young people to establish denawic school student associations.
These associations should be independent and®edgng, and if they want to, they
should have the right to participate in decisiomscerning the management of the school
in partnership with the teachers and school auiberi

il. where local and regional authorities are resilale for school curricula, they should
ensure that students and student association®aselted on an ongoing basis
concerning curricula and their development. Theyusdhalso ensure that civic and
political education is incorporated into schoolrezula and given the necessary
prominence and resources in the educational prageaot all students.

I/5 A policy for mobility and exchanges

16. Local and regional authorities should supgursé associations or groups which
favour the mobility of young people (young workessjdents, or volunteers) through
exchange policies, and develop networking poliaeies$ an awareness of European
citizenship.

17. Local and regional authorities should encousamyeg people, their organisations
and their schools to participate actively in intggranal twinning activities, all types of
exchanges, and European networks. These authatiteegd be ready to give them
financial support, in order to promote languagerig® and intercultural exchanges, as
well as exchanges of experience.

18. They should include young people and/or trepresentatives in the twinning
committees and other organs responsible for impheimg these exchanges.

I/6 A health policy

19. With a view to promoting the emergence and @m@ntation of projects that
originate from young people and promote both theeligpment of the concept of all-
round health and the dynamics of community lifealcand regional authorities should
create or develop institutional machinery for cdtagion between youth organisations,
elected representatives and all social and prafeakgroups concerned with social
welfare and the promotion of health.

20. Faced with the ravages of tobacco, alcoholdang abuse among young people, local
and regional authorities should introduce, developromote, together with



representatives of youth organisations and of healtvices, local information policies
and counselling facilities for young people affechy these problems, as well as special
training policies for young social workers and Yotuntary workers and leaders of
organisations operating prevention and rehabilitesitrategies for the young people
concerned.

21. In view of the current increase in sexuallysmitted diseases, local and regional
authorities should intensify information campaigmsl preventive measures aimed at
young people, thus promoting within the communigpait of solidarity engendering
social relationships in which moral judgments aegregation have no place. Young
people and the representatives of local youth asgéions and of health services should
be closely involved in the design and implementatbthese information and action
programmes.

I/7 A gender equality policy

22. As part of their policies to create optimumdaitions for equal participation by
women and men in local and regional affairs, @&l regional authorities should take
affirmative action in support of the access of ypumen and women to positions of
responsibility within professional life, associats) politics and local and regional
authorities.

23. Within the limits of their powers, local andjrenal authorities should promote, from
early childhood onwards, an educational policyaiadity between women and men.

24. To promote a policy of equality between womed men, local and regional
authorities should:

i. draw up a medium-term plan with the aim of ehating inequalities between young
men and young women;

il. implement and evaluate measures which promgtaleopportunities for girls and
young women.

25. In order to achieve this aim, these policiesushin particular enable girls and young
women:

I. to receive specific information on training cees leading to professional
qualifications;

il. to learn occupational skills by offering gramtsd specific courses of study in
professions including those which have traditionbien filled by men;

iii. to train them in the running of public affaiby entrusting them with responsibilities at
the highest level, on the basis of a quota of glaeserved for women;



iv. to introduce financial measures for social gg¥s which assist girls and young
women.

1/8 A specific policy for rural regions

26. Local and regional authorities need to take atcount the different needs of young
people in rural areas when developing or estaloigshctions and activities to promote
youth participation. Therefore, they should:

I. ensure that educational, employment, housimgsiort and other sectoral policies
reflect and address the special needs of youngeéuing in rural areas. These policies
should help young people who want to live in ranadas to do so. Young people living in
rural areas should not have to endure or expemwerllevel of social services and
provision than those living in urban areas;

ii. provide financial and other support to youtlgamisations and other community
organisations active in rural areas. These orghorsacan stimulate social and cultural
life in rural communities and can be an importamtial outlet for young people. Youth
and other community organisations not only playnaportant role in encouraging youth
participation; they can also enhance the qualityff@fand combat problems such as rural
isolation.

I/9 A policy on access to culture

27. Art and culture exist in forms that are bothtiple and constantly changing,
according to tastes, places and period. They awever, part of the past, present and
future personal and collective heritage, to whigbcgssive generations contribute. They
are, in a way, the reflection of each society. Ygppeople, through their practice of
culture and their capacity for initiative, exploaast and innovation, build and play a role
in these cultural developments. It is thereforeangnt to allow them access to culture in
all its forms and to promote their possibilities éoeative activity including in new fields.

28. Local and regional authorities should therefatept, in association with young
people and their organisations, policies designedlow them to become cultural actors,
with access to knowledge, the practice of cultur@ @eative activity in places and using
methods designed for that purpose.

I/10 A policy for sustainable development and forlie environment

29. Faced with an increasingly obvious deterioratibthe environment, local and
regional authorities should give financial supgoréducational projects in schools and
associations, in order to raise awareness of emviemtal problems.

30. Aware that environmental problems are of prin@@ncern to the young people who
will be obliged in the future to cope with the cegaences of past mistakes, local and
regional authorities should support activities gnajects which promote sustainable



development and environmental protection and wimeblve young people and their
organisations.

1/11 A policy to combat violence and crime

31. Bearing in mind that the victims of crime andlence are often young people, and
recognising the necessity of finding adequate nesg®to the crime and violence in
contemporary society, as well as the need to irevgbung people directly in combating
these problems.

32. Local and regional authorities should:
i. include young people in crime prevention cousioVhere these exist;

iil. work in particular with young people who riskibg involved in crime or who have
already been involved in crime;

iii. combat racist violence by all means available;

iv. tackle all forms of violence in schools. Thisosild be done in co-operation with all
relevant actors, such as educational and polideaties, teachers, parents and young
people themselves;

v. contribute to the creation of networks of asatiens and projects promoting non-
violence projects and tolerance both in school@ntdf school;

vi. do their utmost to protect young people fromuse exploitation, abuse or other forms
of maltreatment and provide structures that propsichological and material support
and confidential consultation to victims.

33. In implementing the above, local and regiondharities contribute towards building
a climate of trust and respect between young peamdepublic authorities such as the
police.

I/12 An anti-discrimination policy

34. Local and regional authorities should actiy@gmote human rights and measures to
counter discrimination against minorities (incluglimeir young members) or against
young people with disabilities and other populatpoups that may suffer

discrimination, and should promote the developnoémbulticultural communities

through the integration of minorities, taking acebaf their diverse needs and customs,
cultures and lifestyles.

35. In this connection, local and regional authesishould:



I. pass or reinforce anti-discrimination legislati®o as to ensure equal access for all
citizens to public places, to vocational trainit@yschooling, to housing, to cultural
activities and to other areas of life. Such acsbsaild be monitored and guaranteed by
joint bodies comprising local government represtrda and representatives of
minorities and young people themselves;

ii. foster inter-religious dialogue, multiculturalnti-racist education and education
against discrimination as part of the school cuitm.

I/13 A policy on sexuality

36. During their transition from childhood dependewn family, school, religious
community or other “authorities” towards an autoras adult life, young people may be
faced with a variety of questions on issues coratktd their personal relationships
(within the family or close circle, with their peemwith their friend or partner). The
emergence and exercise of their sexuality is voaygd easy, even if they are not ready to
admit it. In addition, there is a persistent igmm@ surrounding issues of sexual health
and mistrust towards official attitudes concerning risks of certain sexual behaviours.

37. In order to help young people find their wayhis area towards a healthy and
fulfilling affective life, local and regional authities, in association with parents, schools
and organisations specialised in this field, sh@utsmote and support:

i. non-directive sex education in schools;

ii. organisations and services offering informatairout relationships, sexual methods
and family planning;

iii. peer group work in this field.

38. Young people should be actively associated thighplanning, implementation and
evaluation of information and other services airaegoung people in this field.

I/14 A policy of access to rights and law

39. In order to live together, societies are basedules which must be respected by all.
In democratic societies, these rules are discussdddopted by the citizens’ elected
representatives and given concrete expressiongyplary in legislative texts which
bestow rights and obligations upon all persons.

40. As these texts increase in number, it is moderaore difficult for the individual to
know, respect and apply them, thus creating dispaibetween citizens. Young people
are the most naturally concerned by this phenomenon

41. Local and regional authorities should therefacditate young people’s access to
their rights:



i. by developing their knowledge through the dissetion of information, particularly
in schools, peer groups and information services;

ii. by the application of their rights through te@pport of services designed to work
alongside young people who desire this;

iii. by allowing young people to participate in theawing-up of new rules.
Part II: Instruments for youth participation

42. In order to achieve real youth participatioregain number of instruments need to be
placed at young people’s disposal. This entaileligimg participation training for

young people, keeping them informed, providing theith means of communication,
supporting their projects, and recognising andngj\a higher profile to young people’s
dedication to community causes and voluntary wBgdticipation only takes on full
meaning where young people’s role in political {gattrade unions and associations is
acknowledged and, above all, where an effort iseniagpromote youth associations set
up with and by young people themselves.

[I/1 Training in youth participation

43. Local and regional authorities, conscious efdbminant role that the school plays in
the life of young people, should provide, in thB@a environment, support and training
in youth participation, human rights education and-formal learning in schools. They
should also provide training and support for theipigation of young people in
associative life and in their local community bypmroting:

I. vocational training for teachers and youth waeskia the practice of youth
participation;

ii. all forms of participation of pupils in schools
iii. civic education programmes in schools;

iv. peer-group education, by providing the necesspace and means and by supporting
the exchange of good practice.

[I/2 Informing young people

44. Information is often a key to participationdahe right of young people to have
access to information about opportunities and meattdich concern them is increasingly
recognised in official European and internatioratuments, and not only in the context
of local and regional life.

45. In order to participate in activities and ie {ife of their community, or to benefit
from services and opportunities aimed at them, gqueople need to know about them.



Participating in activities and projects of interesthem and which they organise
themselves is often a step in a process encourdggirgdeeper involvement in the
community, including its political life.

46. Local and regional authorities should theregeport and improve existing
information and counselling centres for young pepl order to ensure that they provide
services of quality that meet the needs expresggoing people. Where such centres do
not exist, local and regional authorities and otleégvant actors should promote and
assist the creation of adequate information sesiceyoung peoplenter alia, through
existing structures such as schools, youth seancklibraries. Specific measures should
be taken to meet the information needs of group®ohg people who have difficulty in
accessing information (language barriers, no adcesg Internet, etc.).

47. Information services for young people must oamfto certain professional principles
and standardSPublic authorities are encouraged to guarantete standards and to
promote their continual improvement, where possibl@ccordance with a set of
nationally (or regionally) agreed quality measwaed standards. Young people should
have the possibility to participate in the preparatimplementation and evaluation of
the activities and products of youth informatiomtces/services and be represented in
their governing bodies.

[1/3 Promoting youth participation through informat ion and communication
technologies

48. Information and communication technologies afier new possibilities for

informing and allowing the participation of younggple. They can be used to exchange
a wide variety of information, and thanks to thater-activity, to increase the
participation of young people. Local and regiongharities should therefore use these
technologies in their information and participatjoiicies, on the condition that access
to them is guaranteed for all young people in teoimdaces of access to and training in
these new tools.

[I/4 Promoting young people’s participation in timedia

49. Whilst young people are major media consuntleesy, can also be actors in this field
by increasing the possibilities they are givenxpress themselves and participate in the
production of the information supplied by the mediarough their way of dealing with
certain subjects, they allow different and ofterrenaccessible information to be
provided for their peers. This participation aldows young people to understand the
construction of information and to develop the rsseey critical faculty.

50. Local and regional authorities should therefrpport the creation and the
functioning of the media (radio, television, thatten and electronic press, etc.)
developed by and for young people, as well as agletraining programmes.



[I/5 Encouraging young people to undertake voluntay work and dedicate
themselves to community causes

51. Young people should be supported and encouttageayage in voluntary activity. At
a time when young people are under increasing press perform and succeed as
individuals in education and in the world of woitkis important that volunteerism is
promoted and recognised. Therefore, local and nadjiauthorities should:

i. support the establishment of volunteer centresdevelop initiatives aimed at
supporting and promoting the involvement of youeggle in voluntary activity such as
information and promotional campaigns;

ii. in partnership with young people, voluntary angsations, educational authorities and
employers, develop systems which recognise andatalivoluntary activity in the formal
education system and in employment.

[I/6 Support for young people’s projects and initidives

52. Through their hopes and their desires, younglpehave many ideas which can be
translated into projects and local activities tha beneficial to all. Given proper support,
these projects, and their successes as well addiiares, can also help young people to
develop their sense of responsibility and theipaaiy, thus becoming social actors.
Local and regional authorities should therefordifate the implementation of these
projects, be they small- or large-scale, by allaatimem to be accompanied in their
execution by professionals and to have accessandial, material and technical
assistance.

[I/7 Promoting young people’s organisations

53. Youth organisations are unique in that theypairmarily focused on reflecting the
views and serving the needs and interests of ypengle. They also provide a space
where young people can learn and experience theryppties and challenges of
participating in decisions and actions with otheuryg people. They can be structured
organisations or they can be informal groups offgppeople. It is important that young
people have the opportunity to join a youth orgaimis of their choice in their
community if they so wish. Young people should dlage the right and be supported to
establish their own organisations if they wanfTtioerefore:

i. local and regional authorities should have agpebudget designated solely for
supporting youth organisations that run activibegprovide services or act as the voice of
young people in the community and advocate on tiehalf. Preference should be given
to organisations that are run by and for young [geapd/or have policies and systems in
place to enable active youth participation;

ii. local and regional authorities should develbge Council of Europe co-management
principle and system of decision-making in parthgrsvith young people and youth



organisations in policy areas of relevance to yopegple. It is important that where such
co-management structures are put in place, youogl@@nd youth organisations are
respected as full partners and also have the choic® participate if they so wish.

[1/8 Youth participation in non-governmental organisations (NGOs) and political
parties

54. A vibrant, independent and active non-goverrtalesector is an essential element of
any truly democratic society. It is also import#rdt other sectors of civil society such as
political parties are strong and active at a l@ral regional level. Participation in the
democratic life of any country, region or localisyabout more than voting every few
years. That is why participation in NGOs and pcditiparties is so important, because
they help citizens to be involved in, and influendecisions and actions on an ongoing
basis. Therefore it is crucial that young peopteercouraged and supported to
participate in associative life in their commurstie

55. Local and regional authorities should providarcial and other resources to NGOs
which actively promote the participation of yourgpple in their activities and
democratic decision-making structures and procedure

56. Local and regional authorities, in partnershiih political parties and in a non-
partisan manner, should promote the involvemegbahg people in the party political
system in general, and support specific actionsh a3 training.

Part Ill: Institutional participation by young peop le in local and regional affairs

57. In order to carry out the sectoral policiesmétin part two, local and regional
authorities should undertake to put in place th@@priate structures or arrangements
enabling the patrticipation of young people in tieeidions and debates affecting them.

58. These structures will take on different formsading to the level at which they are
established, be it that of a village, a town, dmauarneighbourhood within a city, or even
a region. They should create the conditions fougendialogue and partnership between
young people and local and regional authoritiesthegl should enable young people and
their representatives to be full actors in the@e$ affecting them. Such structures
should normally be representative and permaneatingewith all matters in which

young people express an interest. In additionntlmaenvisaged that an ad hoc structure
can be made to debate or act upon a specific iSsueccasion it may be appropriate to
combine different forms.

[1I/1 Youth councils, youth parliaments, youth forums

59. Effective participation of young people in lbaad regional affairs should be based
on their awareness of the social and cultural ceaaking place within their
community, and requires a permanent representsiiiveture such as a youth council, a
youth parliament or a youth forum.



60. Such a structure may be composed by electrdry appointment from within
organisations of young people and/or on a volunbasjis. Its membership should reflect
the community’s sociological make-up.

61. Young people should assume direct responsilfditprojects and play an active part
in the related policies. For this purpose, local eegional authorities should create or
support structures for active participation.

62. These structures provide the physical frameviarkhe free expression by young

people of their concerns, particularly as reganeésraising of such concerns with the

authorities, and the possibility of making propsdalthem. Issues to be raised might
reflect those laid out in Part | of the present @ra

63. The roles of such a structure might include:

i. providing a forum for the free expression by ggypeople of their concerns, relating,
inter alia, to proposals and policies of the authorities;

ii. offering the possibility for young people to keaproposals to the local and regional
authorities;

iii. enabling authorities to consult young peoptespecific issues;

iv. providing a forum where projects involving yaupeople are developed, monitored
and evaluated,;

v. providing a forum to facilitate consultation tviyjoung people’s associations and
organisations;

vi. facilitating the participation of young peopteother consultative bodies of the local
and regional authorities.

64. By giving young people the opportunity to spaak act on the problems affecting
them, such structures provide training in demociég and the management of public
affairs.

65. Young people should therefore be encouragedrticipate in such structures and the
activities undertaken within their framework, irder to promote their capacities for
learning about and practicing the principles of deratic citizenship. Particularly for
those young people who are instigators of projactsdialogue with the authorities, such
structures should also provide a forum for trainingemocratic leadership.

66. The local and regional authorities, and thengopeople themselves, will also benefit
from the multiplier effect that the act of partiatppn by young people in such structures
can bring, particularly in terms of encouraging ygyeople in the exercise of their civic
rights, such as participation in elections and otbems of polling including referenda.



[11/2 Support for structures of youth participation

67. In order to function effectively, institutionstiructures of youth participation (whether
they are formal or informal) require resources amplport. To this end, local and regional
authorities should provide such structures withgbace, financial means and material
support necessary for the purpose of ensuring sihedroth and effective operation. The
provision of such means does not exclude suchtastesfrom seeking additional
financial and material support from other soursegh as private foundations and
companies.

68. Local and regional authorities should ensuat ttie provision of support to structures
of youth participation is guaranteed. To this ghdy should appoint a guarantor — a
person or group of persons — to follow implementatf support measures, to whom the
structures can address themselves in case of need.

69. Such a person or group of persons should perdtient from the political structures
and from the structures of youth participation, anchination is agreed upon by both of
the above.

70. In addition to guaranteeing the above-mentiaggaport, the functions of this
person(s) could include:

I. acting as the interface between young peopletlamelected local and regional
representatives on any issue raised by eitheresith

il. acting as the advocate for young people vissattve local and regional authorities in
situations of tension between the two;

iii. acting as a channel through which local angioral authorities can communicate
with young people;

iv. preparing regular reports for the attentioryofing people and the local and regional
authorities in order to evaluate the level of mapation by young people in local and
regional life, for example through the implemerdatof projects or involvement in
structures of youth participation, and the impddheir participation.

! Debated and adopted by the Congress on 21 May 20@3Sitting (see Document CG
(10) 6, draft recommendation presented by Mrs BltFéapporteur).

?See for example Recommendation No. R (90) 7 o€mmittee of Ministers of the
Council of Europe concerning information and collimsgefor young people in Europe,
adopted on 21 February 1990.

*See for example the European Youth Information @hadopted by the European
Youth Information and Counselling Agency (ERYICA).






