COUNCIL OF EUROPE addidd
CONSEIL DE L’ EUROPE

CONFIDENITAL

Strasbourg 1 Feoruary 1060 AS/Loe Prix (31) 27

PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY =

s

OMO0557

-

COMMITTEE Ol REGIONAL PLANNIWNG AND LOCAL AUTHORITIES

Sup-Committee on the Zurope Prize and Tthe propagation
o’ the Zuropean ldea

oUR 2B PRIZEL

Application of the town of BACKNA{G (Baden-Wurttemperg)
*ederal Republic of Germany

- Letter from the Maior

- Replies to guestilonnalre

CONFIDENTIAL



CONFIDENTIAL

AS/ILoc/Prix (»1) 27 -2 -

N

Application of the town of dacknang for the award of the
counicil of Furope #lag of Honour 31 July 1970

'he town of (acknang {29,000 inhawvitants) has had
ciose "twinning” contacts since 195% with the [rench town
of Annonay (24,000 inhabitants) in the Arddche dipartement.
As will De seen {rom ithe enclosed questionnalre and the
armiversary brochure "Annonay-~RBacknang: 10 sears as twin
towns”, large sections of the population have been concerned
wy the pairing scheme from the outset. This 1s demonstrated,
for examnple, by the fact that, on the occasion of the
twinning celeorations in 1366 and 17257, all the guests from
the respective twin town were accommodated in private homes.
This is alsa the casetodas~ A a resudt, very many personagl
friendships have grown up 'there have Leen our marriages
netween citizenrs irom Backnang and Anncnay in order to
estaplish friendly relatlions cover and avove the customary,
relativels orief contacts, the Sacknang nunicipal councll
declded last wvear to award scholarships to enapie three
schoclchildren from the twin town of Anncnay to oe invited
for a period of one yeayr each. A few days ago, three
schoolgirls just completed their first vear under this grant
scheme. The next scholarshlp holders from Annonay are due
to arrive in Backnang In Segtemper. This year, the Annonay
municipal council has also (inanced a similar award, so
that three schoolgirls from Dacknang will be ansle for the
tirst time to travel to Annonay to snend a year there. To
our knowledge, this is the first activity of ifs kind in
Daden-Jurttemberg It is our hope that this experiment
will lead to much deeper and stronger mutual ovonds of
uinderstanding.

As a result of the many and varied reciprocal contacts,
it was agreed in bothtowns that we should restrict ourselves
to one twinning ailiance, Lut that we should devete
oursnelves to a degree unguestionably »neycend the average.
rhe positive development of our twinning contacts have
oroved that we adopted the right attitude

As described in greater detail in the replies to the
guesticnnaire, the town of Backnang has aiss been active
at Eurcpean level in other ways This 1s demonstrated b7
the existing sponsorship schemes and especially the intensive
actlivities prior to the recently completed Furopean elections.

~he town of Backnanz would have greal oleasure in
recelving the Council of Europe Flag of illonour. which it
would regard as recognition of ifts past efforts in the
European cause. '

Dietrich
Mayvor
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Replies to guestionnalir
question 1: liembership in organisaticns o1 1l.ocal authcecrities

Reply

Backnang has oeen a metber of the International Jnion
-2

of Mavors since 1950,
guestion 2: Contricution to their activities

Reoly

owing to a lack of suitavle premises, it has unfortunately
not yet bLeen possible to organise congresses or other
European events 1n Backnang over and aovove the existing
twin town arrangementcs

Once the citize.as' centre has »een completed (the
architects ' competition has veen completed), it is intended
to organise activities of this kind as well.

wuestion 3+ "winning activities
Repl:r
a, With the towil of Annonay {(Arddche) I'rance

The twinning agreement has existed officiall; since
1956. Preliminary contacts were alread, made in 1963

Main events organised:

1966: Twinning ceremonies in Annonay Oone hundred and fifty
Backnang citizens - mayor, town councillors, sports
competitors (sports tournaments - the many other

events are summarised at the ewnd). town band, war
disanled societ s, representatives of commerce,
crafts and trades took part. A telegram of
congravulations was sent by the then Pregident of
the (German Bundestag and ijember of Parliament for

Backnang, Dr. Eugen Gerstenmaler.

1957« Twinning ceremonies in Backnang. Three hundred
and seventy guests from Annonay travelled to
Backnang - Mayor, town councillors, sports
competitors (sports tournaments), town band,
ma jorettes, minstrels' nrocession, folk costume
group, representatives of comnmerce, crafts and
trade (exhipition), private individuals. A gala
day was organised.
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1973.

1974

L975:

Major rench-German conference of youth leaders in
Annonay. '

Joint meeting of Annconay and Backnang twinning
committees to co-ordinate the timetanle of official
visita to Annonay of numercus clubs and societles.
Dedication of the "Place de Backnang' in Annona -.
First pupils' exchange, numercus citizens attend
festivities in Annonay and Backnang.

First wedding in connection with the twinning
partnership (to date four citizens of Backnang have
married girls from Annonav).

Introduction of the twin ftown pass card in Annonay
and Backnang - free entrance to public institutions
for the visitor.

Conference of specialists on vocational education
in Annonay.

Two hundred guests from Annonay at Backnang open-
air festival.

yislt of the industrial and trade fair to Annonay.
" junge Union” visits Annonay

War veterans meet in Backnang.

Glider enthusiasts visit Annonay with two gliders.

Backnang choral society gives Jjoint concert with
St Etienne Champber Orchestra in Annonay

Farmers visit tarming establ.shments 1in Backnang.

Collegiate church choir gives church concert in
Annonay.

i
Nfficial sewinar in Annonay on the subject: "land-
use plan and building plans of Annonay region”.
Local government seminar in Backnang on, inter
alia, '"the sponsoring of associations by the
municipality”. :

One hundred and fifty Backnang citizens attend the
Seguin' festival in Annonay.

Almost 100 Annonay citizens attend Backnang open-
air festival. -

+
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The former Mayor of Annonay, Daniel Aimé, is made
an honorary citizen of the town ol Backnang

Celebrations on the occasion ol the tenth anniversary
of the twinning agreement in Sacknang (see sopecial
programme ), eg .rench ‘leek, wmarcuee erected for

the occaslion, speclal jubilee ducat stuck ete, ete.
Approximately 400 guests from Annonay take part.

Tenth anniversary celebrations in Annonay (see snecial
nrogramme ) . Marguee, gramophone record produced
Jointly by assocliations ol ooth towns, attended

by approxinately 400 Backnang c.tizens.

’._.f
)
=
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1979: Various meetings oetween sccieties and organisations.
Seminar in Annonay {municipal council)
1979: Jumerous meetings.

me hundred and fifty guests at 2Racknang open-alir
festival.

Councert ov “he comvined brass pands of Annonay
and LHac.mang

From 1535 to present day:

Yearly ofliclal meelings of municipal councils of botih
towns; at present, seversl times a jear there are meetings
of the twinning consiittees of both towns to discuss the
programme of events (eg three time: 1n 1777).

Jery frecuent meetings and joint events organised L
the clubs and societlies of wnoth towns isee enclosed chronicle
cf ten years of twinning activities)
Question 4: Jther relations with municipalities abroad
Reply

a. Triendshin withh the town o Bdcsalméds, Hungarrs

Backnang is the "foster town” for all Hungarian Germans
in the Federal Republic and, in addition, for the Tormer
Bédcsalmés/Batschka area. As a result, friendly relations
have also been developed with the Bdcsdlmids community. There
are yearly meetings hetween our two towns and visits by
young people and study trips by members of the evening
institute have Leen arranged.
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i fostership hy the Backnang Sudeten-German Agsoclation
of 3t Peter/Ahrntal, South Tirol, Italy

Support of the mountain farming community there,
specially with & view to develoupling tourism.

C, Tostership by Backnang FKurope yUnion of Diekirch in
Luxembourg '

Pupil exchanges etc.
Cuesticn H: Dxchange of persons

Reply
1. ‘StholTarships

Backnang was the first town, at least in Raden-WlUrttemoerg,
Co institute scholarships to enapnle three schoolgirls from
Annonay to attend a local school for the entire academic
year 1978779, Accommodation of the pupils in families. The
entire costs are borne hr the municipaiity. These amount
annually to apnroximately 20,000 DM. B comparison, The
Land of Baden-YUrttemberg as a whole makes available
120,000 DM for school exchanges with foreign counftries,
excluding France.

The television service of South German Radio in
Stuttgart made a TV film of this particular form of school
exchange. The programne was bhroadcast on 7 June 1879

The exchange will be repeated in 1373/30. Anncnay has
also financed three similar scholarships for 1979730

2. Fxchanges ol pupils

Since 1970, at least 50 schoolchildren a year have
ftaken part ‘in & school exchange in accordance with the
principles of French-German Youth Agency. DPuplls are
accomnodated in host families and afttend classes in the
correaponding local school /offL01a1 twinning arrangements

vetween schools exist

=, Lxchange organised by bakers and pastry cooks.

4. Lxchange organised by police.

. Exchange organised by farmers.
S, Exchange organised by primary school teachers (about

to take place).



CONPIDENTIAT,
-7 - AS/Loc/Prix (31) 27

Question 6: Organisation of European events

Reply

1. Petitionin favour of setting up a European Union

- Racknang Municipality and Eurcpa-Union - over 3,300
signatures sent to the [Federal Chancellor and the
President of the French Republic (1976).

2. Similar petition in Annonay

3. French Week in Backnang: evening of French chansons,
French wine- tastlng, French chamber music concert, photo
exhibition, french dance pand etc (1076).

4, International Youth Rally organised oy the Eurone
Youth Club, Backnang.

In 1979, this Club was awarded the Europe Prize of
the Rems-Murr rural district in recognition of its activities,

5. International folklore shows

Part of the yearl:; Backnang open-air festival, attended
by groups from various European countries.

6. Annual European Cup footbhall competition in which
numerous European fteams take parf®.

7. International music events with brass bands from France,
Holland and Switzerland etc.

Question 7: Europe Day

Reply

Public proclamations, flags flown from public bulldings,
poster displays, Europe Ball, European footbhall tournament
on kurope Day, activities in conjunction with the EBuropa-Union,
for example, meeting in Backnang with the President,
Jean Rey (1978). The population is invited to all these
activities.

Question 8: Support for European movements
Reély
Intensive collaporation with the Europa-Union. Backnang

nas the strongest membership of any Europa-Union local
section in Baden-Wurttemberg.
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Active collaboration in the election committee of the
Rems-Murr district to prepare for the direct European
elections 1in 1979
Question 9: Propagation of the European idea
Reply

Lectures in the evening institute.

Numerous events organised prior to the European
elections.

Support for European schools competitions - school
winning enfry by the. Lhird year primary scheol cilass of
Backnang-Sachsenweiler for the 25th European competition
in 1978.

Question 10: Actions of European solidarity
Reply
For example, towards Fr.jus flood disaster fund,
Question 11: Presentation
Reply ,
If the town of Backnang were to receive the IFlag of
Honour for 1980, it would organise the pregentation
- ceremony as part of the official opening of' the 10th
Backnang open-air festival on 27 June 19380. This would be

attended by thousands of citizens, including young people.

The President of the Land of BRBaden-WUrttemberg,
Lothar Sp¥th, has been invited as guest of honour.

In addition, the ceremony will be atfended by
delegations from the twin town of Annonay and participants
from France, Great Britain, Italy and Switzerland.
qguestion 12: Other initiatives
Reply , , L,

Nil

Enclosures

Brochure to celebrate the 10th anniversary of the ftwinning of
Annonay and Backnang, .

Prench Week programme,
Tenth anniversarv gramophone record,

Prospectus on Backnang,

~

Backnang - an economic area with a future (blue sheet).
CONFIDENTIAL

-



