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(Rapporteur: Mr. Radius)

I. PRELIMINARY DRAFT RESOLUTION

The Assembly,

1, Having regard to the adoption in 1955 by the Committee of
Ministers of the European flag, and the creation of Europe Day
in 1964;

2. Considering that it is now time to choose an anthem for the
Europe we are building in addition to the emblem and Europe

' Day thus following the pat’cern set by the symbols of our
national States;

3. . Being of the opinion, that it'would be preferable to
select a musical work representative of European genius and .

whose use on European occasions is already becoming something
of a tradition;
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4, Recalling that initiatives for the creation of European

symbols have already originated in the Consultative Assembly

and .thé European Conference of Local Authorities representing
the local authorities of Europe;

5. Resolves:

() +to propose the acceptance by member countries as a
Buropean anthem of the first twenty bars of the
fourth movement of Beethowen's Ninth Symphony
(Prelude to the Ode to Joy);

(b) to recommend its use on all European occasions if
desired in conjunction with the national anthem;

(¢) requests the Committee on Parliamentary and Public
Relations, the Committee on Regional Planning and
Local Authorities and the European Conference of
Local Authorities to take all necessary steps to
implement this*resolutiof,
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- = _Spreading the European idea:
one of the Assembly's supreme tasks
As early as its first session in'l949, the Consultative
Assembly, faithful to the Statute of the Council of Europe,
considered that one of the most urgent and noble of tasks was

to spread the European idea and to awaken a genuine European
consciousness among the peoples.

At its sitting on 6 September 1949 the Assembly referred
to the Standing Committee, "with & recommendation for their
favourable consideration", a resolution (1) proposing "to the
governments of Members of the Council of Europe that they
should, K systematically organise the instruction of the great
mass of the people, pointing out to them the undeniable
advantages of union for Europe .eeo."

The proposcl continued: "The members of the Consultative
Assembly of the Council of Europe should be requested to give
their governments cvery assistance in their power in this
great work .eeco"”

Several Committees then examined the problem, which was
considered very important.

At the request of the Assembly's Committee on General.
Affairs, the Secretnry General of the Council of Europe
presented a report in August 1950 on "the practical steps
which might be taken to make public opinion directly aware of
the reality of European Union ....." :

The first such step proposed was the adoption of a
European flag (2), for which the following reason was given:
"It seems advisable that the idea of union between the States
of Europe be given concrete form by a symbol", The Secretary
General recalled that Count Coudenhove-Kalergi had laid before
the Secretariat a proposnl that the Consultative Assembly
should adopt the flag of the Pan-~-European Movement, The
Bureau of the Assembly had considered that the Assembly itself
should give an opinion.

- It is interesting to note that the other practical steps
proposed included o European stamp, European broadcasts and
European television. .

To lend weight to his proposals, the Sec¢retary General
quoted an article by the French writer Daniel Rops, which .
included the following passage: "A flag is only a symbol:
agreed, 1t is only the expression of a myth. But, even
before Georges Sorel it was constantly being borne out that

(ig (Doc. 87, Scction A, ch, III, para. 4)
(2) See Doc. 85 (1950) Appendix II.
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symbols have a profound effect on men. The day that a

Eurcpean Hymn salutes - -the -European flag, as today the national
Hymn salutes the national flag in various countries, a great

step will have been made along thc road towards this essential
union. That is why the Volunteers are right to continue their
crusade for all the great towns of France to be decked with

flags on July 14th; on this day when we celebrate both liberty
and fraternity, such a manifestation would have its full effect.™

The European Flag

It was then that the Committee on Rules of Procedure and
Privileges undertook tc cxamine the question.

"Considering that the peoples of Europe should have a
common emblem symbolising their unity": +this was the motive
stated by Mr, Bichet and a numbér of his colleagues in a
request dated 18 September 1953 that the choice of an emblem
for the Consultative Assembly of the Council of Europe be
included in the Agenda of the Session.-:

A week later, on 25 September 1953, Mr. Bichet, on behalf
of the Committee on Rules of Procedure nnd Privileges,
submitted a rcport on the question, after which the ssembly
adopted Resolution 41, dcciding "to toke as its emblem an
azure flag bearing a circle of fifteen stars ..ceeo”

The report stated: "The complete .circle symbbllses unity,
whereas the stars shining in the firmament symbollse the hope
of our nations®.

At the same time, Recommendation 56 was adopted by the
Assembly, asking the Committee of Ministers to: "adopt the
same emblem as the symbol of the Council of Europe as a whole"
and "instruct the Secretary Genernal to enter into negotiations
with the other European institutions to ensure that the emblems
adopted by them should have features similar to that adopted by
the Council of Europe',.

‘The idea behind this project was that each of the European
institutions should later insert a symbol of its own in the
centre of the circle. For the Committece, the main consideration
was that agreement should be reacched upon an emblem fur the
Assembly which might be adopted for the Council of Europe as a
whole and also serve as a common denominator for all existing or
future European institutions. The Committee also considered
that it might be unwise to embark upon a lengthy procedure
before the emblem could be put into effective use. For that
reason, it submitted a draft resolution to the effect that the
emblem be adopted by the Assembly within the limits of its
competence (in particular, for use during Assembly sessions)
and a draft recommendation to the Committee of Ministers to adopt
the same emblem as the symbol of the Council of Europe as a
whole, :
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The discussion in the Assembly showed that therc was
general agreement as to the need for such an emblem, but
doubts were expressed as to the wisdom of selecting fifteen
stars; the case of the Sasr was mentioned, and also possible
future increases in the membership of the Council of Europe.
Porty-nine members voted in favour of the draft, 17 voted
against and there were 7 absientions (Resclution 41).

The matter was referred to the Committee of Ministers
by Recommendation 56, The political objections to the number
of stars finally led to the proposal that "there should be a
purely symbolic number of stars or preferably o symbol which
was _indivisable?,

The Ministers' Deputies werc instructed to co-operate with
the representatives of the Assembly (in the Joint Committee)
in seeking a solution, toking account of the need to adopt a
common emblem, o

The Assembly agrced to postpone the implementation of
Resolution 41, but hoped that the discussions would soon end
in a satisfactory solution being found. However, discussions
at various levels and the proceedings of an ad hoc Committee
continued throughout 1954, and it was only in June 1955 that
the Committee of Ministers was able to submit to the Assembly
"two designs for an cmblem which it (considered) acceptable"”.

. 0On 25 October 1955,the Assembly chose betwcen the fwo
projects and adopted unanimously Recommendation 88 .
recommending the Committee of Ministers "to adopt as Council
of Europe emblem the azure flag bearing a circle of 12 stars

-

On 8 December 1955, the Committee of Ministers, by
Resolution (55) 32, adopted the emblem officially for the
Council of Eurcpe. During a public sitting of the Committee
of Ministers on 13 December 1955, the emblem was presented
by the Chairman. '

The Assembly took up this question again in 1956 in its
decbate on "the rolce of the Secretarict General of the Council
of Europe in thc field of information", and, in Recommendation 94, .
asked the Committee of Ministers to instruct the Secretary
General to request thce other European organisations to adopt
emblems bearing a close resemblance to the Council's emblem.
In Resolution 93, adopted on the same occasion, thé Assembly
resolved, cmong other measures, that the emblem would be
displayed both inside and outeide premises where the
Consultative Assembly or its committees were sitting; and that
Representatives to the Consultative Assembly would be
authorised to carry a plate bearing the emblem on their motor
cars.
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It is striking to sc¢e how insistuntly the Assembly sought
to bring the embliem into common use among Furopean institutions
and to makc all Europecans cware of it.

The debate in the Assembly in April 1956 showed very
clearly the importance which its members attached to the
"popularisation’ of the emblem, considcering it a powsrful factor
for the crystallisation of the European idea.

The Europe Prizc

The Committee on Cultural and Scicntific Questions also
considered the matter of the propagation of the European idea,
and in December 1951 submitted a report concerning tho
institution of a "Council of Europe Prizc" to be awarded "for
the best, and most inspired, litorary work and film of the
year, outstanding in form and furthuring thoe idea of European .

unity" (l)f

In Recommendation 20 the Consultative Assembly submitted
this proposal to the Committee of Ministors, which considered
it as "premature" (2) and took no further action.

The project was, however, taken up again in 1953 in a
different form by the Special Committee on Municipal and Regional
Affairs set up in 1952, 1In September 1953, on & proposal by
that Committee, the Assembly adopted Recommendation 53 "on the
best means whereby the national or international bodies connected
with local government and the local authorities themselves may

hcelp in the propagation of the European idca®.

Besides giving encoursgement to "pairings", the Assembly
recommended "the annual award of & European Prize to the
municipality which /had/ done most to propagate the ideal of
Furopean unity". .

(It should bs noted that tho report of tho Special Committce
had stressed the wide variety of possibilitics which local
authorities possessed for the propagation of the European idea
and which should therefore be used to further this ideal.)

Thanks to the tenacity of the Assembly, the objections of
the Committee of Ministers, which continucd to regard the idea
of the Prize as "premature", were finally removed in 1955, and
the institution of the Prize was hailed as an important step
forward by the Assembly in the propagation of the EBuropean idea.

o/

(1) See Doec. 101 (1951)

(2) See the report of the Committee of Ministers, September 1952,
Doc. 42,
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Burope Day

The Committue of Ministers then raised the question of
a “"Burope Day! as a mcans of spreading the European ideas
in Resolution (54) 7, on multilateral co-operation in the
cultural field, the Committec of Ministers recommended that
“member States should organise such a day in their respective
countries (1)..

In January 1955, a motion for a rocommendation (2) calling
for the institution of a day of Europcan followshlp was
submitted by Mrs. von Finckenstein.

In tho same year a proposal by Count Coudenhove-Kalergi,
President of the Pan-BEuropean Union, was referred to the
Committec of Ministers. It recommendsd the institution of a
Burope Day for the purpose of strengthening the fecllng of"
fellOWShlp anong Europoans.

Boforc taking a decision tho Committec of Ministors
submitted a roquest for an opinion to the Assombly (3).

Opinion No. 15, pruparcd by the Committce on Cultural
and Scientific Questions and adopted by the Consultative
Assembly on 7 July 1955, concluded: "it is not appropriate
at present to organisc a spocial 'Europc Day! on 21 March
of uach.year". :

One of the comgiderations mentioncd in Opinion No. 15
was that "public opinion in the various memboer countrics
ZH;§7 not appear to support everywhero, tn thu same dogrece,
the cclcebration of a 'Europs Day'"®.

Tho dobate was not resumed until January 1960, when the
Buropean Conforcunce . f Local Authoritics adopted a resolution (4)
on the celebration of o "Zuropc Day".

The intention of tho. members of tho Conference was to
take immediatc, practical action on an "Education for Europe" ..
Drogramme 1n1t1atud by the reprocsentatives of municipal

authoritios, in partlcular the International Union of Local
Authorltlos. :

e

(1) Rcsolutlon cM (54) 7 (Appendix IT to Doc. 238)
(2) Doc. 333 of 31 Jenuary 1955. - '

(3) Seoc Doc, 338 of 7 April 1955.

(4) Resolution CEPL 17 (1960) of 27 January 1960.
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In this resolution the Cornference decided "to give its
support to the proclamation of the first Wednesday in March
as 'Europe qu'...ﬂ.

The Conference resolutions were referred to the Committee
on Local Authoritics which in 1961 prescnted o report on the
celebration of a "Europe Day" (1). In this, the Committec
recalled the adoption of Opinion No. 15 (1955), stressed the-
need to re-oxamine the question in thoe light of the progress
that had been made towards European unity, and set out the
arguments in favour of a "Europc Day" the objectives of
which were "primarily of a psychological and edueational
nature".

The Rapportcur continucd: "The psychological and
cducational effcctivencss of 'Burope Day'!, however, will
essentially dcpend on the assistance of the local authorities..." '-
In higs opinion "town councils and the like Jwere/ easily in
the best position to awaken thot mass movement which /was/
one of the aims of 'Europe Day'". T -

Conscious of the neod, first ond foremost, to obtain the
support of local authorities, the Rapporteur of the Committee,
Mr. Muller, presuntcd a report on the celebration of Europé
Day to the 4th session of the European Confergnce of Local
Authorities in Morch 1962, Before the session opened the
Standing Committee of the Conference had appointed a working
party to establish a programme of action for the local
celebration of Europe Day. The Conference again advocated the
institution of a Burop: Day in its Rosolution 34 (1962)),
recalling that it had boen celebrated in many towns: and
villagos as early as 1961.

It recommendod "that the Consultative Assembly and the
Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe should '
officially procloim a fixed date for the celebration of "
Europe Day in all member countries" and "that until o final.
decision is taken ...... Europe Day should be celebrated at
a provisional date....". C

In its opinion, given in Recommcndation 328 (1962), . the
Consultative Asscmbly fully agreed "that the date chosen must
have 'a symbolic ond historical significance'", stressed "the
significance, in this connection, of the European flag" and
suggested "that govermments and local authorities might use
the same colours in public decorations for Europe Day".

of
(1) See Doc. 1311 of 7 July 1961.
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The Assembly invited the Committee of Ministers "to make
every effort to reach an affirmative decision as soon-as
possible" and to take into consideration the suggestions
made by the Working Party which had met under the auspices of
the Stonding Committee of the European Conference of Local
Authoritics, to the effect that "the date chosen should be
1 May or any other day in the first weck of that month".

In Octobor 1964 the Committee of Ministers, "considering
that the celebration of a Europe Day by all European countries
/[wag/ likely to unite those countries cven more closely",
resolved to institute a "Europe Day" and recommended that
governmonts of member countries should "arrange for Europe Day
to be celebrated, if possible on 5 May" should celebra?e it
"with appropriato functions" and should "decorate public
buildings on that day with the colours of the European Flag".

Pollowing the official institution of Europe Day, the
Secretary General took a number of steps to ensure that the
resolution would be implemented; he sent a letter to the
Poreign Ministers of member States, requesting them to give
their support to all those wishing to be associated with this
celebration, A mombrandum enclosed with the letter gave
practical suggestions on the way in which Europe Day might be
celebrated. ' o

A further lgtter was sent to the Secretary General of
the BEuropean Conference of Postal and Telecommunications
Administrations, suggesting that EUROPA stamps should be .
circulated at a date close to 5 May rather than in September, -
which was the normal date for such issues.

The President of the European Conference of Local ‘
Authorities requested the members of the Conference and of
national associztions of local authoritiecs to celebrate -
Europe Day and arrange for its celebration by othors.

Tho permanent Working Party on relations with national
parlianents requested presidents of national legislative
assemblics to mark the occasion of Burope Day with speeches,

At the same time, brochures were distributed widely by
the Secretariat: there was a brochure on the European Flag,
a brocthurc specially intended for municipalities and a general
brochure about Europe Day. : : )

4 report published in 1965 by the Directorate of Information
stated. that, although relatively little time had elapsed between
the decision of the Committee of Ministers and the date of
5 May, member States had succeeded in celebrating Europe Day -
quite effectively. ' .
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It is not the purpose of this report to assess tho
succoess .of Europe Days But it is perhaps worthwhile +to
recall that each year since 1965 ronewed e¢fforts have been
made to have it established once and for gll; +these efforts
have taken the form of circular letters and nessages from
the Prosident of the RBuropean Conference of Local Authorities
and the Presidont of the Consultative Assembly, In 1970 a
European Committce for Europe Day was set up under the
chairmonship of Mr. Jacques Chaban~Delmas, in his capacity
as former President of the European Conference of European
Authorities and Mayor of Bordeaux, the Committee consisted
of the. directrrs of the major Europcan, local, governnental
and- prlvcte organisations.

In 1970 and 1971, this Committce sent out an "urgont
appeal to the natlonul regional cnd local authoritiss to
do all they can to organise'in the week of 5 May great
demnonstrations of popular support for the European oause".

'In his message on the occasion of Europe Day, 1971,
Mr, Jacques Chaban—Delmas, Chairman of the Buropean Conmlttee,
told the people of Europe that he interpreted the significance
of Europe Day as an opportunity to stop for a moment "to think
of their common heritage, of their joint interests, their
shared hopes and destiny". '

At its meeting on 7 May 1971 in Strasbourg, the Committee
of Ministers adopted a solemn decloration on Europe Day,
reitercting its resolve "to pursue its efforts so that the
celebration of Europe Day becomes a major event in the lives
of the peoples of Europes".

Plea for a Furopcan Hymn

"o think about their common heritage ..... their shared
hopes": +this is the significance which the French Prime
Minister attributed to Europe Day; it is also the inspiration
of all those who, ever since the moves ftowards European unity
began, have been demanding and proposing o hymn for a United
Europe.

True, it can be argued that the final objective, a united
Europe,. has not yot become reality, but we already have the
"shared hopes", the.same as those which inspired the Assembly
in: its untlrlng efforts to endow this nascent Europe with its
Emblum, its Flag and its Day.

At this crucial hour for a Europe in search of itself,
the time has pcerhaps come to provide it with what it still
lacks in the trilogy of symbols by which our States identify
themselves,

Like them, Europe neceds its Flag, its Day and its Hymn.
These will give Europe the new impetus it needs in order to
advance on the road to unity, and Europe will find therein a
resounding expression of its driving force and of its faith.

22.260 ) ./..'
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IT, EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

by Mr. Radius

Introduction -

On 26 August 1949, a letter was sent to Mr, Paul-Henri Spaak,
"pirst President of Europe" which began thus: "Moy I, a mother,
who had to put up with all kinds of annoyances during the last
war, including intcernment . (by the Germans), send you my
917th song. This song, or hymn, is an appcal to all .citizens.
of the world who wish for peaco - with no ulterior motive -
and whose ideal is to join forces to bring about the United
States of Europe. .

This letter was accompanied by the text and tune of the .
"Chant de la Peix" by Mue. Jehanne-Louis Gaudet, and is the
first docunent in the weighty file dedicated to the European
hymn. Proposals and pleas for a European hymn have cone,
in still larger nunbers, perhaps, than for the European Flag,
from the peoples of Europe., Tuncs, scorcs, orchestral
arrangements and toxts, often in three, four or even twelve
languages, came pouring in ond the authors often grew
impatient to know what fatec attended their proaects in the
chambers of the Council of Europe.

Some nentioned the progress towards union as the reason
for their proposals; one of these was & Parisian who wrote
to the. Secrctary General in May 1955 in these terms: "After
the various ratifications of the Paris agreements, I think
the time has come to publish the European hymn...."

In 1955, Count Coudenhove-Kalergi, among many others,
spoke on this questinn of the hymn: "I should like to
propose the hymn of Beethoven's 9th Symphony aos o European
hymn, but I fear that I nmay discredit this suggestion by
making this move in person now that the proposal to institute
a Burope Day has beon rejocted...."

In 1962, the Director of Information, replying to a
question by a menber of the Assembly, said that in his
opinion it would bc advisable to take an existing, well-known
work so as to avoid hoving to choose bhetween the proposed
hynns.

After the adoption of the European emblem, some more
urgent promptings come from the municipal organisations.:
In 1963 the Belgian section of the Council of European
Municipalities wrote to the Secrctariat of the Committee on
Local Authoritics saying that in 1962 it had- decided to
publish a score and a record of a "Europocan song" bascd on
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the nusic of Beethoven and saying that "the nunerous pairing
ceremonies .... the spectacular participation of Belgian
nunicipalities in Europe Day celoebrations, in the European
Schools Day and in the campaign for the utilisation of the
Europe Flag, have nade us appreciate the nced for a European
hymn which could be perforrmied in association with the various
nationnl anthems',

The Secrotary General of the Belgian section added:
"The choice.of Beethoven's setting of the. Ode to Joy has
enabled us to avoid the pitfalls of a competition, in which
it would no doubt have béon very difficult to agree unanimously
on the winner. Moreover, the tune was taught in schools long
before the Council of Europe was ever thought of."

The April 1963 issuc of thoe bulletin of the Netherlands
section of the European Movement contained an article on the
Buropean hymn; the author considered that scepticism was no-
longer justified, considouring the nunicrsus festivals of a
European nature, in particular Europe Doy, to which the Europe
Flag and o Europecan hymn would give spccial prominence., -As to
the oh01ce of such a hymn, the author had doubts as to the
wiedom of composing a new nmusical work, and stated his
proference foxr the Finale of Handel's Royal Pireworks Music, -
referring specifically to the apt use of this music by the
Directorate of Information of the Council of Europe to introduce
its radio broadcasts. It is perhaps regrettoble that this

tradition has been abandoned. The same author thought that the _

question of the text would be more difficult to settlo.

The most substantial vote core f2wa the 7th Etats Géndroux -

of the Council of European Municipallties, held in -Rome in
1964, In a resolution adopted ot the closing sitting the
wish was expressed that a FBuropean hymn be adopted by the
Council of Europe 'and the European Cormunities. The authors
of the resolution considered that it was vital for Europcan-
nindedness to be created and strengthened by means of symbols
and public cerenonies.,

In January 1965 the Pres1dent of tho Consultative Assembly
said in a letter in reply to a public figure who haod made
proposals in favour of a Europe an hymn: "The problem of the
European hynn is present in our minds and tho Committee on
Local Authorities of the Consultative Assenbly has been looking
into it for some tine",

Flnally, I wos approached recently by a number of people
prominent in the cultural life of Prazice who were intercsted
in the institution of a European hynn. I informed the members
of ny Cormittece, ond several of them said that they would be -
glad if the Cormittce could be given an opportunity to deal
with the question. Several of them mentioned the spontaneous
noves on the part of local communitics to have some nusical work
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or other (usually Beethoven's setting of the Ode to Joy)
performed as a Burdpean hymn for the purpose of giving _
greater: solemnity to festivals of a European nature. Such
action reveals, without any possible doubt, that a. profound
need is felt by an increasing numbcr of Europeans to give
nusical expression to their feulings of belonging to a 51ngle
community sharing the sane destiny. . .

Quite recently, in ny ccpacliy as Chairman of the
Committee on Regional Planning and Lpcal Authorities, I
received a letter from Mr, Evers, Chairman of the Round Table
for Europe Day and President of the European Conference of
Local Authorities. In this letter, dated 11 March 1971,

Mr. Evers explains the theme of the mevting of the Round
Table held in Paris in February 1971 which was attended by
representatives of European goveramental and non-governmental
organisations. At the reeting, tho arrangements to be made .
for the celebration on 5 May 1971 were settled and consideration
was given to the preparation of Europe Day 1972. "One of the
unanimous conclusions of +“he Round Table was that it would be
desirable for a European anthem to be instituted to symbolise
the faith of our pceoples 'in the cause of Europsan unity.

In the knowledge that the Committce on Regional Planning
and Local Authorities has already considered the possibility
of a European Anthen, such as is urgently called for by
local authorlu*gs, the Round Table would be most grateful to
your Committce if it could again include this matter in its
deliberations with o view to adopting in due course a o
recomzendation to the Consulteiive Assenbly and the Committee
of Ministers recommending the official 1nst1tublon of such
an anthem,"’

‘This appeal fron the Round Table was discussed at length
by the Committee at its meeting in Paris on 22 April 1971,
After the dg¢bate in which nost rmembers took part, the
unaninous conclusion was that the time had come to initiate a
move, at least at the level of the Consultative Assenbly, in
favour of the progr9351ve introduction of a genuine Euyropean
hymn. .

All members were against the idea-of a conpetition for
the purposc of "producing" a hymnn; on the other hand, the
Comnittee agreed unanimously that the music of Beethoven
was repraesentative of the European genius and was capable
of uniting the hearts and ninds of all Europeans, including
the younger gencoration. Also, bearing in nind +that the tune . -
of the Ode to Joy, from the last movement of Beethoven's
Ninth Symphony, had frequently been performed as a Europcan
hymn, by local communities in particular, the Committee -
considered it preferable to give official approval to what
was already beginning to constitute a tradition, and to
propose tho first bars of the Ode to Joy (fourth movement of
Beethoven's Ninth Symphony).
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An arrangement of the work was in fact made for the
Belgian section of the Council of European Municipalities
in 1961 and published by Schott Fréres of Brussels; this
could be used as a work of reference.

As regard the text of a Europcan hynn, some degrce of
scepticisn was felt, mainly with regard to the present words
of the Ode to.Joy which were an expression more of a
universal faith than of a specifically European faith.

Members also wondored whether a text recognised as "European"
could ever be translated into another language and accepted
as such by the other linguistic groups of the European family.

"~ The Comnmittee therefore preferred, for the time being,
to proppse no text but only the tune for a European hynn,
and to allow some time to pass. One day, perhaps, a text will
be adopted by the citizuns of Europe in the same spontaneous
way as the eternal nusic of Beethoven was adopted.

Some people nay arguc that to proposa Europesan hymn is .
too bold an undertaking for politicians, I disagree entirely,
and the second part of this memorandum will attempt to show
that such g move is consistent with the line of action of the
Consultative Assembly right from the first hours of its
existence, This line of action can be called "spreading the
Buropean idea", Right from the start, the Assembly has been
worklng in this field and has taken tho inttiative on various -
occasions. It may be that the Assembly has not always worked -
at this task with the same enthusiasmy it may be that it
has sometimes hoped to win more spectacular victories in
other fields, But today, at a time when discussions are going
on about the medium-term task of the Council of Europe, at a
time when there is talk of an enlargement of the European
Communities, it is useful to recall that the Council of Europe
is required by its Statute to propagate the ideal of European
unity and thus to prepare tho citizens of Europe to live
together in a spirit of solidarity and fraternity. No-one
would claim that this task has been acconplished; on the
contrary, in our time of calculated self-interest, when all
debates on the subject of Europe are domingted by figures,
tariffs and upper and lower limits of contributions, it is-
more urgent than ever for the Assembly to try to return to the
high level of debate which was customary 25 years ago.

Moreover, in discussing the future of the Council of
Europe, the Assembly and the other bodies of the Organisation
should not lose sight of this urgent and all-important task;
to inspire all the peoples of Europe, who are still divided
in more than one respect, with a genuinely European spirit,

a spirit of ganerosity, of faith and of fellowship.
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