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SURVEY OF ACTIVITIES TO DATE
IN THE _FIEID OF TEISVISTON AND AUDIO-VISUAL ATIDS

I. T ELEV IS I ON

A, Within the framcwork of the Partial Agrecment

1. Television experts from the five Brussels Treaty countries
met in 1950 to draw up a common "definition".

2o A Working Party mct in Brugsels in the Spring of ‘1954, under
the auspices of WEU, to definc the role of telcvision in teaching
and the criteria demanded by the teaching staff. More rccently,
the Cultural Committee instructed the Cincma Sub-committee and
the Working Party on Educational Films to encourage Lhc exchange
or purchase by member countries of films designed for television
in schoolss The Cultural Committee has, morcover, studicd a
proposal on possibilities of making better use, for cultural
purposes, of existing teclevision services and the Working Party
on Educational Fiilms has taken steps to televise educational
films produced by the seven countriecs jointlye

3. The Partial Agrecement Youth Sub-committee organised a course
on "Television and Youth" in Italy in February 1960. The purpose
of the course was designed to find out how much interest young
peoplc in the various European countrics took in television
programmes specially devised for them. '

4. A sccond coursc on the use of television in fteaching was
held at Paris from 30th January to 4th February 1961.  The
delegates Submitted to the Partial Agreement Cultural Committee
recommendations on the following points: :
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(2)

Exchanges

The delegates recommended that exchanges of
information and cqguipment between countrics
already broadcasting or preparing to broadcast -

School tclevision programmes should be facilitated.

They hoped in particular that every effort would
be made to encourage bilateral or multilateral ex-
changes of films of school television broadcasts,
especially film scguences suitable for use in

» school television programmcse. They accordingly

recommended to ‘the Committee of Cultural Experts:
that it call an ad_hoc meeting of gualified educa-
tional experts and television producers (the

meeting would bc outside the normal activities

of the Working Party on Educational Filwms). The
delegates urged that every effort be made to over-
come. the difficulties concerning royalties, fees

~and- copyright which-are-at present hampering any _
‘increase in cxchanges of school television programmeSe -

“ to the ad-hog group for rediffusion on a- commcr01a1

(%)

The. British delegation suggested that television
atthorities should now begin to consider supplying

the- Council of Europe Committee . oft Cultural Experts

with a number of school programmes to be offered.

basis in nhe other countrlps-

Research

The dblbgates recommended that encouragement be
given to systbma61c rescarch into the..use..of.

“television in teaching, regular publication of

research reports of general European- interest and
mectings of specialists. (Thc International Film
and Television Council envisages the c¢stablishment

“intRome of a wider documentation and research

centre for films and television whose scope would
in principle 1nclude projects of this nature).



(¢) Information coursses

The delegates recommended that other information
courses be held in countrics where television is
regularly used for cducationzl purposes. The
Working Party on Educational Films recognised

the valuc of a study of methods used in educational
televisions. The Werking Party also stressed the
Importaince of the preparation of future tecachers
for the r8le played by television in educations

5 The Fcderal Republic of Germany is to organise shortly a
national course on television and youth activities.  Experts
in the seven Partial Agrecment countrics have been invited to
take part in this meeting which will fake place in Munich from
l4th to 17th November 1661. The course will deal with the
current situation regarding youth and telcovision as  scen by
television companiess. It will congider the stage rcached in
current research in this field and discuss research methods
and the extent to which tclevision should be uszd for
educational purposcs. :

Oe Provosal to sct up a Working PRParty. . on Schools. Television

At its last meeting the Working Party on Educational Films
unanimously adoprted the following resolutions:

"In view of the increasing importance of television in '
teaching; o o ) _ :

In view of the reccommendations made at the Paris course
on the uge of television in teaching;

In view of the fact that it is most important that
televigion should not be used as an isolated medium
but should bc thoroughly integrated with school
activitics as a whole, and particularly with other
audio-visual ailds, among which television 1is primarily
8 new means of diffusion;

The Educational Films Working Party suggests to.the
Cincma Sub-committee the setfing up of & television
working party on the following lincs: '

- it would mcct at the same time as the Working Party
onal Films;

1

L
on Educati
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-~ some of their mectings would bc held Jointly,
especially thosc considering such subjccts as
the gencral problems of all audio-visuval
techniques, Jjoint productions involving both
cinema and schools television, film exchanges, the
use of films by schools btelevision, distrublition
to cinemas of cinescopcs and television film pro-
grammes, <¢tc; ' -

-~ the members of the Working Party would be teachers,
experts in the usc of audio-visual material, and
television producers; : :

- each meeting would be under the chairmanship of &
member of the Cinema Sub-committee, which should
hence forth be known as the Cinema and Television
Sub~-committecs

This new working party would be responsible to the
Sub-committee, which would arrange its programme of
work and the agenda for its meetings, and would approve
the reports of mcetings'.

The Cinema Sub-committec approved the Working Party's
views on schools televisgion and particularly the above
resolutione.

T e Decisions of the Cultural Commitfog

At its mceting at Strasbourg on 30th May 1961, the Partial
Agreement Cultural Committes examined the proposal to set up
a working party on schools television under the Cincma Sub-
committee with possible joint sessions with the Working Party
on Fducational Filmss. The cultural Committee felt that they
were unable at the prescnt stage to take any action. The
meeting of the Ad Hoc Committec of Government rxperts for the
drawing up of a new programme and new structurcs had only Just
taken place and the follow-up of thelr recommendations might
well have pepercussions on the currcnt programme of the film
committecs.

Meanwhile, the Cultural Committee would wclcome advice
from the film experts at their next meeting concerning future
co-operation on relevision matters.

N.B. Recommendations of the Ad Hoc Committee

Tt will be recalled that the Intcrgovernmental Ad Hoc
Committee recommended that from 1lst January 1962
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ZTERe Committed of Ministers should set up 2 Council "
for Cultural Co-operation to be responsible for ~
co-ordinating and implcmenting the entire cultural
programme ; S

- three purman\nb oommltceus be set-up, open to all
member Governments of the Council of Europé or
States acceding to the Cultural Convention, in
the following fields: highcr education; general
and technical e¢ducation; out=of-school education;
youth, physical educdtion, adult education;

These Committecs will normally meet oncc a years Thcir .
task will be to discover those sectors whoere more active
European ¢co-~ opecration is possible and desirable and’

make the necessary rccommpnda510ns to the Council for
‘Cultural Co—oppratlon' :

- working partics on questions such as cultural ex-
changes, fine arts, films and television should be
set up by the Council for Cultural Co- operatlon.
They would report directly to the Council on ‘gques-
tions within their competence and normally meet
once. a years
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B. Within the framework of the member States of the Council
of Europe : '

1. In order to facilitate the use of televisien as a means of
interesting the public in the European ideca, the Committee of
Ministers, of -the Council of Europe asked the International Bureau
for the protection of literary and artistic works to make recom-
mendations for the removal of legal obstacles to the exchange of
television programmes.. These recommendations were referred to

a Committee’ of Experts, who were to make proposals regarding
measures to pubt them into c¢ffects The Experts have drafted a
Europcan Agreement concerning programme exchanges by means of
television films, which was opened for signature in Paris on
15th December 1953, at the last Session of the Committee of
Ministerss By this Agrecement, a broadcasting organisation under
the Jurisdiction of a Contracting State has the right to autho-
rise in the other Contracting States the éxploitation of tele-
vision films of which it is the makcr. All visual or sound

and visual recordings intcended for television are deemed to be
television films. A broadcasting organisation 1s deemed to Dbe
the makep if it has taken the initiative in and responsibility
for the making of a television filme. These provisions establish
a presumption that the maker of a television film has' the status
of an author. This arrangement will facilitate the exchange of
television films by making it possible to overcome difficulties
due to differences in national laws relating to holders of copy-
righte

A Committee of Legal Experts for the exchange of television
programmes continues to supervise the exccution of 1ts recom-
mendations by music publishers and composers, on the one hand,
and by the broadcasting and tclevision organisations, on thg
other, so that the works of one counitry can be used automatically
by the broadcasting organisations of another without tbe neces-
sity of obtaining an authorisation and without discussion con-
cerning the feecs 1in cach casce

2 A European Agreement on the Protection of Tclevision Broad-
casts was signed at Strasbourg on 22nd June 1960

The protection of television broadcasts is not so much a
guestion for the broadcasting and television organisation of
one member of the Council of Europe in relation to another
member country as with regard to alicn elements, that 1s o
say, cinemas, theatres and nNEwspapers.
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Recent technical developments allow telcvision broadcasts
to be projected upon cinema screenss. In the abscnce of any
international convention there wag thus a risk of piracy which
was all the more scrious since the news-reel threatres, being
deprived of a section of their custom, might reduce the royaltics
prayable to entertainment organiscrs who, in their turn, might
opmand the purchasc in full of the so- called 01ncmatOPraphlc
rights from the television organisations, the sources of these
n lu akaffc g" .

As regards the press, it is possible by means of a technical
process to isolate a television image and to fix and repwoduce
it (fixation and reproduction of televised broadcasts). In
some countrics the law provides for the protection of both the
television and thc photographic recporting scrvices against such
practices within their own territorics, but the situation 1is
guite diffcerent when the press and television organisations
concerncd are not situated in the same country.

The Council of Europe Agrecment gives the television
organisation, in recspect of their own broadcasts, the right to,
authorisc: or prohibit the re-broadcasting, the dlstrlbutlon to
the public, the fixation of such broadcasts or of isolated
pictures and the communication to the public of the fixations
or reproductions of such broadcasts.

3« The Ministers of Education unanimously adopted & resolution
on engquiries 1nto continued general cducation and the use of
television

”The Ministcrs of Education,

Hav1ng conside rud the Jjoint memorandum of the Ministers
.of Education of Austria and the United Kingdom
/ESC (61) 19/ relating to proposals for:

(a) a2 study of the continued general cducation of
young pcople (under the age of 21) after they
have left secondary school; and

(b) the use of tclevision for adult education;
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Recommend that thc enquiries proposed should be made in
the context of the programme of the Council of Europe
referred to in paragraph 2 of Resolution (60) 32; and

Reconmmend further that an educatlon‘spe01allst'be
appointed to the Secretariat-General of the Council
of Europe to administer these projects and be respon-
sible in general for c¢ducational co-operation; and

Record their wish that the progress madc and the con-
crete results achieved be brought to their knowlcdge."

'The MiniSters held that it was partlpularly desirable .
to sct up within the Council of Europe a secretariat having at
1ts ‘disposal the necessary mecans to implement the measures '
taken and. follow up the development of these questions. Oné’
delegatlon thought that the main work of such a secrgtariat”
should be to 'make constructive syntheses of the information
obtaincd from the various countrics.

Ce  Co-operation with other intérnational orzanisations

The delegates at the course on the use of television in
teaching recommended that closc contacts be cstablished botwucn
the Council of Europe and international organisations which
have alrcady concerned themselves with the promotion of school
television, in partlcular with QEEC; which has ‘already- eneouragpd
it as a means—of Improving  the+=teaching- -of scienccs - ~3¢mmw~

The dclegates also welcomed the recent setting up of a
working party on school television in the Europcan Broadcasting
Union, which should improve the possibilities of school ex-
changes between the European countries. They further welcome
UNESCO's continuing interest in the studies on school telsvision.

The Working Party on Educational Films noted that the
Sub-committec within EBU would lergely deal with questions such
as the training of teohnlclans, and that OEEC would concentrate
in this field, on the teaching 6f science. The Working Party

/e
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agrced with the view cxpressed at the Paris course that the
Council of Europe scemcd the better forum for bringing together
cducational and telcvision specialists, responsible officials,
and produccrses. They also thought that it was important not to
cxelude countrics where no schools television yet cxisted.

The Press and Information Scrvice of the Europcan Cow-
munitics is also concerned with problems relating to thuv01ncma,
radio and tpluV181on- - Its activities in this field are twofold:
constant collaboration with the largest networks in broadcasting
cvents concerning the life of the Community; financial assistance
for radio and television ncwsrecl coverage or for the production
of short films. Action in the latter field is undergoing change
cand an effort is being made to establish forms of co-operation
between television networks, produccrs of newsrecls or short
films, etce.

NeB+ The Partial Asrcement Sccection has made a survey of the
activitics of the various governmental and non-governmental
Furopcan organisations as regards films and television. .




cce (62) 10 10 -

IT« AUDTO-VISUAL AIDS IN TEACHTIDNG.

Ae Within the framework of the Partial Agrcement

1.  Thé Partizl Agrcement Cultural Committecc and its specialised

bodies have long hecn studying problems ooncvrnlng the usc of
audio-visual alds in tcgchlng.

2 A course was held ‘in Gcrmany from 16th to- 29th Octobor
1957 £6 examiné the problcms '

Thb report mcntlons *hc Iollow1ng proposals°.

(a) that menber Scaubs phould keop each o&bor 1nformed S 1Jﬁwfi

with regard to the results aehrigved in teaching- with -
audio-visuval aids;

(b) that the possibility of using audio-visual aids in
rural schools consisting of onc or only a few classes
should be investigatced as a special problem;

(¢) that the spccific conditions present in the uftilisation
of audio-visual aids depcnding on the various types of
school, age-groups, attainment levels, and school sub-
ject should be cexamincd(l);

./

(1) At the last mecting of the Working Party on Educational
Films it was decided to prepare a working papcer on the
use of audio-visual aids in gechnical c¢ducation, an
enguiry bcing made into the available resourccs (cege
of OEEC, thc Common Market, UNESCO, ctc.) and care being

taken to avoid duplication with thc International Council
on Educational Filmse.
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(a) that the
tions of ¢
examined a
enhanced .

&

(SR

speclific possibilitics and respective limita-
ch individual audio-visual 2id should bc.
d thus its uscfulness in educational work

o]

Somec of these investigations could possibly be taken as
subjects for futurce courscs.

The delegations furthermore proposcd that the following
wishes be put-into practice by adopting suitablc mcasurcs (in
the Sub-committéce of the Cpltural Committec or in other bodics):-

(a) Clos¢ international co-opcration in the production of
audio-visual aids. In.the past thore were always
duplications of production which can be avoidcd by

co=operation; the ragionalisation of work lecads to a
saving of time and moncy and can also bring about an
improvement in quality if the rclevant subjects are

~dealt with by the country in which the said subject
plays the greatest part and which can supply the best
contributions. For this rcason, not only should the
working programmcs b communicatcd, but, more important
than that, a common plan of reguircments might possibly
be drawn up and the work thus co-ordinatcds. The desira
ablc co-opcration should not take placc purecly on the
production sidc but educationists should be consulted

so that the cducational tasks of the schools and the
wishes of the tcachers can bo conformed withe

(b) It was proposcd that the various countries ghould pro-
duce films on subjects dcaling with the daily 1ifec of
‘the nations concerncd and thuse contributing to an
increcasce of understanding and sympathy between thom-(l)

./

(1) The Partial Agrccment Working Party on Educational
Films has undcrtaken the production of a scries of
films on thc typical uses of leisurc 1n differcent
member Statese



CCC

()

(é2) 10 - 12 -

A wish has bcen cxpresscd for the preparation of a hand-

book containing complctc details concerning the educa-

tional film(l), school broadcasting, tépe rccording, etce.
France has already donc preliminary work in this field
but. an extcnsion was held to be desirablce which would
take account of all the countries unitced in WEU.

The importance of the training and'fuftth training of

Leachers in the proper use of audlo-visuael aids frequently
formed the centrc of discussionse. A film for teachcrs on

this subject to be produccd as the joint work of WEU was
considered esscntial. :

It was stated during the Working Confecrcnce that customs
difficultics still wadc "the interchange of audio-visual
aids very difficult in some cases(2). Mcans should be
sought of remedying or eliminating thesc drawbacks by
taking suitable mcasures.  Interchange should be gonurally
“a0111tatpd and intensificd.

A common‘documentatibn of audio-visual aids which arc

particularly suitable for promoting the idca of a Euro-

pcan community was considcered cssentials

The Cultural Committee is rcquested to organise as soon
as pOSolbl“ a course on the subject of "tclcv181on in
school".(3)

o/

(3)

A cataloguc of educational films availabld for exchange
between the sceven Partial Agrecment countrics was published

in 1954.

The Partial Agrecement Cinema Sub-committee is gathering
information about national rcgulations govcerning imports
of audio-visual material.

This coursc, centitled "The usc of television in tcaching",
was hcld in Francc from 30th January to 400 Fcbruary 1961
(sce page 1)
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B. ~ Within the framowork of the member States of fthe
Council of Europe '

" 1le Education cxpcrts from the Council of Europc member States,
meeting in Paris in November 1059, called attention to four main
points of -intcresgt, onc of which, the development of the study

of modern languages, was to be examined jointly by the member
Statess The Paris mecting was closely followed by a mecting at
The Haguc of the Ministers of Education of Belgium, France,

Ttaly, the Netherlands, Luxembourg and the United Kingdome

The Chairman of the permanent Conference of Ministers of Education
of the Federal Republic of Germany was also prescnt. The Ministers
approved in general the recommendations submitted to them by

the experts. At the meeting of the Committec of Cultural

Experts which subsequently took place at Strasbourg it was
decided to organise in 1960 and 1961 an initial brief scrics

of courses on common cducational problems.

2e The coursc on "A New Method of Teaching Modern Languages"
organised by the French Government in April 1960 formed part
of this programmc.

The advantages were stresscd of oral teaching at the
initial stage. - The hope was cxpréessed that the other member
countries of the Council of Europe would undertake, with a
view to the disscmination of their own languages, the studics
of vocabulary and grammar of the spoken language which had led
to the compilation of basic French, ‘

It was recognised that audio-visual methods, when usced
by a good tcacher in a clear and intelligent fashion, give
excellent results in. the. teaching. of adults. . Expcriments in
the applicaticn of such methods werc called for in member
countricse.

Some of those present, however, still felt a certain
hesitation about the introduction of such methods in secondary
cducation. Some feared %that tape rcecorders and projectors
might restrict the teacher's frecdom. Others were apprehensive
of the cost of equipment. Others, again, fclt that this
practical teaching was hardly compatible with what they called
cultural cducation. The organiscrs of the coursc do not con-
sider that in the present statc of things these methods can
be adoptced cverywhercs They belicve, however, that whercver
it is necessary to give rapid instruction in a forecign language
for the purposc of dircct contact, the audio-visual mcthod
speeds up the proccss considcerablye It provides an incomparable

" ./
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Starting point. At a later stage, language teaching can. ea811y
be continued. by whatevcer method seems best suited to.the
students! rcecguirementse Therc is nothing incompatible bdtween
a form of teaching which aims at giving initial practice in
colloguial specch and. a "cultural' teaching (whether of a general
charactecr or spccialising in s01ent1flc, literary or artistic
matters), the range and resourccs of which arc increascd when
thc students arc alrcady able to speak, read and write, and
therefore regard foreign languages as a living mdans of
communlcatlon, bringing them 1nto dircct touch with the

forecign civilisation and climinating thb_’ﬂfuflOrlty comp

by Wthh beginncrs arc so often paralysed.

The 1nf1uence of a good tcacher on his pupils is ccrtainly
not diminished by the usc of a tapc recorder or of projection
matcrials It is truc that tecachers who usc audio-visual
aids must, like their pupils, be orderly and mcethodical. But
surcly discipline, 1s 1ndispensable if lasting rcsults are to
be achieved, by whatever method. Mechanical devices are
only accessorics to assist the teachcers Those who have
adopted the audio-visual method all rceport that their relation-
ship with the students is particularly close and profitablc.
FPar from paralysing thoem, fthe equipment gilves them valuable
assistance, cenabling them to devote their full attention to
the class by relieving them of somb of the inescapable. drudgery
of class teaching. Where a tcachey himsclf has difficulty in
pronouncing the forcign language corrvctly mechanical methods
of reproduction (tapc rccorders, records or radio) arc 1ndls—
pcensablcece  Of all thesce methods, the tapce recorder is the most
adaptablc and gives the greatest help to the teacher in his

csscential role of guilde, counscllor and fricnd.

Difficultics in thc supply of cauipment arc not insur-
mountablees Who would have believed, a few ycars ago, that
Europecan schools would be so rapldly provided with the audio-
visual aids which are becoming morc and more common today?
When we are told that tape recorders, projectors, recordings
and language-tcecaching laboratories arc cxpensive, should we
language teachers give up the struggle? A physics or natural
scicnce laboratory is expensive, £ooj; a sports ground or
gymmasium rcquires considerable funds. Is the teaching of
modern languages less neccessary or important than 301on0p,
teaching, athletlcs or phy81cal cducation?
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Much rescarch, cxperiment and invention is, indced, still
rcquircd; but the road is opcn. All Europcan countrics, con-
vinced of the vital imporfance to their people of a knowledg
of one or morc forcign languages, must co-opcratec on a strictly
scicntific basis, cach rctaining centire frcecedom of research,
to prepare and disseminate the most c¢ffective and original
methods. . o : :

At the énd of the coursc, participants cxpresscd the hope:

- That the desirability of a morc cxbensive use of audio-
visual methods in thc teaching of modern languages would be .

urged dn. . all countrics;

- That linguiStic”survcyé‘Wouid”be'undéftéken”in every
country, So that a hasic vocabulary and a set of eclementary
constructions might be preparcd for all languagess

- That the authors of textbooks would be informed of the
results of such surveys, so .that they could take fhem-into
seoount - TN ARG o

~ That the question of adapting the mcethod to sedondafy
cduycation should be gtudicd as carly as possible.

- That gourscs. should be arranged in all countriecs, to
give a clear idca of the diffcrence made by audio-visual
methods wherever they are used. Ncedless to say, such courses
should always includc visits %to classes.

- That cxchanges of teachers and rescarch workers should be
arrangcde: T :

3 The importance of promoting the study of modern languages
was again stressed at the Sccond Confercenee of Ministcrs of
Education at Hamburg in April 1661, which was attended by
Ministers of the sixfeen countrics signatorics to the Europcan
cultural Conventions The following, resolution was adopted:

"The Ministers of Education express the convictlon
_that greater importance than cver hefore must be
attributed to inercasing thd knowledge of modern '
languages. The Hinisters arc well aware how indis-
pensablce this knowledge is, both for the individual
and for Europc as a whole, and how much international
co-opcration and the safcguarding and development of
our common hcritage depend on 1iT.

o/
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- The -Ministérs: agree upon the need $o provide, or to
~improve, f30111t1us for tcaching modern languages,

at schooles Considcration should be given to the
'posslblllty of this instruction bclng madp oompulsory-

Expericence in certain European oountrlcs has shown -
that a great extension of thc tecaching of modern
lariguages 1is practicables This scems to hold good
also for relatively young pupilse.

The Ministers. rccommend that periodical gurveys -be
made 1in cach country in order Lo asécrivain the pro-
portion of children following modern langusge
coursgess. The results should 7chpub11 hcd,lnuorder
-to show: thc Progress madp- )

The Ministers cons 1der it hlghly dpSlrable that
-members: of ‘the teaching profession uhOUld havc
studicd at least cne forcl:n languags .

The Ministers rccognisce the success of numerous 4
official. and privatc organisations in the promotion.

of language tecaching,; of cxchanges of teachers and.. i.i..
puplls, of correspondence betwecen schoolchildren,

and in relatcd forms of international co-opcération;- -
they will e¢ndeavour to 1ncrbasc thulr suwport for

thesc acétivitics. '

‘The Ministers confirm thelr intention to assist

each other in the task of improving .and ¢xpanding

the teaching of languages. This will, of necessity,
affect teaching mecthods as well as school currlcula :
and: the tralnlnr of teachurs- ' 4 .

The Ministers furthor suggest that ogral sclf-expression
_in foreign languages be c¢ncouraged and that gxaminations -
“he adapted accordingly. ' : s R

The Ministers rccommend that careful attention be given

to the adjustment of teaching mcthods to modern conditions
and to-fthe needs.- of- Qlfferenc GatC”OPl@S of puplls Qnd
typos of sohool-- :
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To this c¢nd, thcy deem it desirable that the following
mcasures bce put into effect:

- Each country should stimulate linguistic and psycho-
logical research,-the-object of which would be the
improvement“andpc pans¢ﬂn of modﬂrn language teaching;

- arrangcments uhould bc mado to exchange 1nformaclon,
gulpmonc (for instance, films and tapc- recordings)
and scrvices; the use of tape-recordings in corres-
pondencc betwecen the very young ‘is particularly to
be cncouraged because 1t eliminates the difficulties
of written cxpression ahd prescrves the spoken lan-
guage of the young;

- further mcetings of cxperts should be held under the
auspices: ol the Council of Europe for the purpose
of studying methodological and other problems of
modcecrn languagce teaching;

- courscs should be organised for Scud :nts and in-
servicc teachers;

- more lnt(nulVb use . should be made of audio- V1sua1
methods or ccaching modern 1ungu°ocs in accessory
school activities. .

Lastly, the work of promoting international co-operation
in the field of modern language teaching should also
include a conccrted effort with regard to the study of
the specialiscd language nceeded in scicntific and
technical branches. The Ministers accordingly hope

that the . Council.of Europe will convenc meetings of
research workers and Duchnlcal and 11ngu1stlo specialists
to consider these JroblomS-

In this conncction,. the Cinema Sub-committee adopted the

following resolutlon- e e

"Having notcd the programme and recommendations of
the Working Party on Educational Films rcgarding
£ilms for the teaching of modern languages, -

Being aware of the importance attachced by the recent

Cconference of Ministers of Education at Hamburg to
the teaching of modern languages by up-to-date methods,
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In view of the present shortage of Such methods,

The Cinema Sub-committee suggests to the Cultural
Committec  that 2 suyitable mecting be organised at |
the end of 1962, to be attchded by linguists, modern®
‘language teachers and experts in aydio-visual aids.
The conclusions of this meeting would cnable the .
Working -Party to get beyond the stage of an isolated
prototype and procecd with the co-ordinated productaon
of the required series of teaching filmss™ .

At 1ts 3rd mecting at Strasbourg from 3rd to 6th ‘May 1961,

the Committee for Highcr Education and Rescarch

was informed of experiments made in member countrics
on the usc of film, tclevision and radio in classes
and seminars and of recording machines in teaching’
modern languagese. o :

The Committec. expressed its great interest in the Sub-~
ject of audio-visual aids, which it considcers to-be-

of fundamental importance at all levels of cducation
and particularly rclevant to the universities in the
ncar futurc in view of the rapid growth of studeng -
numbers. It belicves that these techniques open up
new opportunitics in ncaerly all subjects of instruc-
tion, and is imprcsscd by the part they can play in
adult education, notably in undecr-developed countricse.
It exprcessed the hope that research on their use would
be developcd and expandced.

S omL o wma e

Attentlon‘was drawn to the ¢x 1H1tlon of audio-visual
aids organised in Mexico in 1960 by the Ford Foundation
and the Fund for the Advanceément of Education.. The
Burecau was asked to cnguire, in association with the
Sccretary-General of IAU, films based on this l
cxhibition could he wadce available in Furope, to com-
municate the results of its enquiry to national ‘
sccretarics, and to arrange if possible for a perfor-.
mance of the films during the. nuxt mecting of the
Committee.
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6+ The United Kingdom has offered to organisc from 12th to
23rd March 1962 a course on "The Tecaching of M -dern Languages'.
It would bc a continuation of the course held in Paris in
April 1960 (scc page 11). B '

The coursce will consist mainly of talks, decmonstrations,
recordings and discussions, and visits will be paid to schools
and collcges as woll as to general cultural coentres in and
around London. It is proposcd that scparate scssions shall be
devoted to the special problems of tcaching languages (a) to
pupils under the age of 11 ycars, (b) to pupils over the age of
11, and (c) %o adult students, and that consideration shall bc
given to the part that may be played, at each stage, by reccor-
dings on tapes and discs (including the so-called audio-visual
courses), film-strips, filwms, broadcasts, and tclevisilone.

[ In conclusion it should bc noted that MMe Jean Thomas and
Joseph MaJjault have prépared for the 3rd European Confcerence of
Ministcrs of Education a genceral report on ‘educational problcas
common to Europcan countriecs. In it thﬂy state: that-

"Modern educationalists roallslng‘thp 1mporcan0p
~and cffectiveness of modprn mcans of information’
and diffusion for adults =~ picturcs, films, radio, -
elecvision - have gradually adapted or are trylng
-to adapt-to cducational uses thcsc methods of con-
veying knowlcdge and 51m_11f1pd cxplanations in_a.
way that impresses them upon the mind. There arc
two ¢lear rcasons for encouraging the use of audio-
visual techniques for c¢duca tlonal purposes: first
the ceffectiveness, that is to say the cducafional
valuc, of picturcs and sound; sccond, an gcconomic
rcason, the need in most Europuan COUanle for the
very rapid training of compctent manpower that can
be dmmediately uscful in the lifc of the country.
Educational methods bascd on the usc of audilo-
visual matcrial now‘have a very wide Lleld of -applica-
tion extending to all subjectse.

For a long time past thcre has been a general ten-
~dency- for -visual methods to cntail the complcte:
‘revision of a series of school texfbooks: grammars,
~antholo gics of ancient or modcrn Writings, history,
Tgeography and scilence manuals. Mcanwhile thc intro-
duction of Tilm strips or diapositives, sound films
and cartoons, rccords and tapes, 18 revolutionising
methods of teaching two subjects in particular:
modcrn languagces and abstract or applicd gscicneces
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The teaching of modern languages has: bcen the subject
of the most rccent and thorough rescarch, and we should
mentlon the very encouraging results of the Centre de
Recherche et d!'Ztudes pour la Diffusion du Francais
v§CRBDIF) -and the wepercussions of - this method in Europe
{course for Europcan tecachers in-April 1960: sce page 11)e
This new method, decveloped at the Ecole Normale Supérieure
at Saint-Cloud, is intended chiefly for beginners; it is
“cssentially oral and consists in the rapid assimilation
of a basic vocabulary of about 1,300 words by the use of
film—strips“andst ipe recordings.  Qreat Britain, which.
T for a lon ‘fime hag had its be 510 vocabulary (Basic
‘English « Sﬁo wordp) and for many ycars has becn using
audio-visual methods of teaching, in 1958 was experimenting
with the systematic teaching of languages by the usc of

o film=strips and tapce recordings; the mcthod used, "Tavor .7

CA1ds"™, is an American one devised for tecaching adults and -
Ladapcedlto the .regquirements of sccondary and grammar . -
schoolss “Since 1960 audio-visual material from the ”
Saint-~Cloud Centre has been used in some prlvatp schools
for teaching Frenche. In Belgium the most important.
cxperiment 1s certainly that at Wavre, wherc the method
used-’ is dorlv ¢ from the- Saint-Cloud method. :

On a semi—sch01astic level, most European broadcasting
and television organisations are producing courses in
forecign languages, ce¢ither for purely educational and .
university ruroosbs or for a widcr public. In Italy,
for cxample, therc arc French classes in the school
television. programmes; these are intcecnded for secondary
classcs.with pupils aged 11 to 14. Pupils who follow
these television classces arc in most cascs successful
in the State examinations at the end of the year. The
methdd usced is the direet method, grcéatly cnhanced by
the advantagcés of visual memory (qnlmatud designs,
“actual ochots intcrviews with forpl”ﬂtro, etca) - -

In the scientific field, as a us cful supn“gmcnt o
labdratory cxperiments and rescarch that is often diffi-
cult and ‘costly, f£ilms arc -playing an ingreasing nart 1o
cxplanation and .« £ilm methods and 4ricks being infinitely
variablc - can attract the attention:of pupils in an:
original manncr to facts -or phunombna that are not casy

to e: plaln to prev1ous1y unprcparco mlnds-

£
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All the tendencices in new cducational methods, without
in any way diminishing the fteacher!'s human touch, stress the

incrcasing use in as many subjccts as possible of concrete
educational materiale In all Europcan countries cducationalists

]

are giving thought to this subjecct and are providing such
material, often with the assistance of Government institutions
or private firms.

On a Europcan lcvel, it may further be noted that in many
cases c¢xchange schemes - travelling exhibitions, films, telce-
vision and radio broadcasts - have alrcady been organised and
arc daily making progrcsse Very often, too, specialists from
diffecrent countrics arc combining thcir ideas, comparing their
experiments or achicvements, and beginning to produce educational
material for Europcan usc which can casily be adapted or ¢x-
changed for usc by other countries.

It is ceven now possible to imagince how these efforts and
the constantly wider distribution of ncew ¢ducational material
may play an incrcasingly important part, not only in an clastic
and progressive rcform c¢f curricula but alsc in the egver-growing
kuropecanisation of cducation.




