
Press Release 
Parliamentary Assembly – Communication Division 
Ref: 455a10 
Tel. +33 (0)3 88 41 31 93  
Fax +33 (0)3 90 21 41 34   
Internet: http://assembly.coe.int 
e-mail: pace.com@coe.int 
 
 

The Parliamentary Assembly brings together 318 members from the national parliaments of the 47 member states. 
President: Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu (Turkey, EDG) – Secretary General of the Assembly: Mateo Sorinas. 

Political groups: EPP/CD (Group of the European People’s Party); SOC (Socialist Group); EDG (European Democrat Group); 
ALDE (Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe); UEL (Group of the Unified European Left). 

 

47 member States 

Albania 
Andorra 
Armenia 

Austria 
Azerbaijan 

Belgium 
Bosnia and Herzegovina 

Bulgaria 
Croatia 
Cyprus 

Czech Republic 
Denmark 

Estonia 
Finland 
France 

Georgia 
Germany 

Greece 
Hungary 

Iceland 
Ireland 

Italy 
Latvia 

Liechtenstein 
Lithuania 

Luxembourg 
Malta 

Moldova 
Monaco 

Montenegro 
Netherlands 

Norway 
Poland 

Portugal 
Romania 

Russia 
San Marino 

Serbia 
Slovakia 
Slovenia 

Spain 
Sweden 

Switzerland 
“The former Yugoslav 

Republic of 
Macedonia” 

Turkey 
Ukraine 

United Kingdom 

 

PACE Health Committee denounces ‘unjustified scare’ of 
Swine Flu, waste of public money 
 
Strasbourg, 04.06.2010 – The handling of the H1N1 pandemic by the World Health 
Organization (WHO), EU agencies and national governments led to a “waste of 
large sums of public money, and unjustified scares and fears about the health risks 
faced by the European public”, according to a report by the Social, Health and 
Family Affairs Committee of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe 
(PACE) made public today in Paris. 
 
The report, prepared by Paul Flynn (United Kingdom, SOC) and approved today by 
the committee ahead of a plenary debate at the end of this month, says there was 
“overwhelming evidence that the seriousness of the pandemic was vastly overrated 
by WHO”, resulting in a distortion of public health priorities. 
 
Presenting his report, Mr Flynn told the committee: “this was a pandemic that never 
really was”, and described the vaccination programme as “placebo medicine on a 
large scale” (see video below). 
 
In its adopted text, the committee identifies what it calls “grave shortcomings” in the 
transparency of decision-making about the outbreak, generating concerns about the 
influence of the pharmaceutical industry on decisions taken. Plummeting confidence 
in such advice could prove “disastrous” in the case of a severe future pandemic, it 
warns. 
 
In particular, the WHO and European health institutions were not willing to publish 
the names and declarations of interest of the members of the WHO Emergency 
Committee and relevant European advisory bodies directly involved in 
recommendations concerning the pandemic, the parliamentarians point out. 
 
However, attending the meeting was Fiona Godlee, the Editor-in-Chief of the British 
Medical Journal, who told the parliamentarians that, according to an investigation by 
her journal, scientists who drew up key WHO guidelines on stockpiling flu vaccines 
had previously been paid by drug companies which stood to profit. 
 
The WHO has been “highly defensive”, the committee said, and unwilling to accept 
that a change in the definition of a pandemic was made, or to revise its prognosis of 
the Swine Flu outbreak. 
 
The committee sets out a series of urgent recommendations for greater 
transparency and better governance in public health, as well as safeguards against 
what it calls “undue influence by vested interests”. It also calls for a public fund to 
support independent research, trials and expert advice, possibly financed by an 
obligatory contribution of the pharmaceutical industry, as well as closer collaboration 
with the media to avoid “sensationalism and scaremongering in the public health 
domain”. 
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The report is due to be debated by parliamentarians from all 47 Council of Europe member 
states on Thursday 24 June during PACE’s summer session in Strasbourg. 
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Mr Flynn’s report (provisional version) (PDF) 
Video of the committee’s exchange of views today (English) 
Video of the committee’s exchange of views today (original languages) 
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