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FEUROPEAN COITSERVATION YEAR 1970

Buropean Conscrvation Year (ECY) secks to provide a new
Toundation to deal with the cffects on the countryside of
technolorical progress, demogravhic pressures and the new -
attitudes of a changinr socicty. This concerns every citizen,
whoever he may be and whercever he lives. It is his personal
responsibility to work for an environmment which is fit for
human habitation and enjoyment.

ECY originated in 1963 with a report to the European
Conscrvation Committee ‘1).on the success of the Tirst datioual
TTaturce Week and Countryside Conferences held in the United
Kingdom. Following detailed studies, the concept of a
"Conscrvation Year" ves adopnted by the European Committee of
Ministers for the Council's programme of work., Detailed aims
arc given on page 2.

ECY should demonstrate to the European public the
co-~operative efforts of many nations to improve man's
environment. It will open formally in Spring 1970 with a
conrerence in Strasbourg not only of representatives of the
18 member countrics of the Council, but also of many other
nations, of international organisations, and of the major
interests concerncd with the environment. They will scek
agrecment on the philosophy and principles essential to
malnt 1ining and improving the quality of the environment, and

these Will be promulgzated in a European Conservation Manifesto
for consideration by member countries of the Council.

For the success of ECY two main typcs of activity appear
essential in cach member country, although these are not
intended to limit the range and scalc of national effort.

1. Exhibitions and rclated measures, central and local,
to interest people more widely in environmcntal ‘
issues and to encourage personal involvement. in them.

2 Conferences, gcneral and spe01allst to show lecaders
at all levels how their worls and rospon31b111tlos
affect the cnvironment and how they can help to cnhance
it.

There are separate booklets on them and the European
Conference.

o/

Wow called: The Huropean Committce Tor the Conservation of
Mature and Natural Resources.
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Reports on the outconc of national activities in ECY will
be »resented in 1671 to the Luropcan Conservation Committee
which will consider the scope for further measures.

AIMS OF EUROPEMAI CUNSERVATIUN YEAR 1070

To nromote a wider understanding of

the extent and importance of Europe's natural resources,

the character, extent and effects of human impacts on
these resources,

fhe limited capacity cf Durope's natural resources fto
sustain the demands upon themn, '

To create an awareness of

man's propensity for destroying his environment,
man's capacity to reshape the environment:

- land, air, water, -wild life and countryside,

- to his highest asplirations

the urgent need for positive and soundly-based measures
for the long-term nlanning, management and development
of the European environment,

the contribution of the philosophy, principles and
practices of conservation towards creating a healthy
environment and its potential unifying influence in HZurope.

To stimulate

a sense of personal and social trusteeship for thelr |
heritage of natural resources in the peoples of Europe,

action in each member country on the dominant problems
peculiar to ifts environment,




-3 . CE/Wat (67
(ECY/PG/10

go~operation between member countries in bringing to

bear their knowledge and oAllls in the sclution of common
and specific problua‘ in the conservation of natural
resources,

the development of new objectives and methods for the
detection, guidance and, where nccessary, control of
future trends and human activities bearing on the quality
of the environment.

HATTOIAT CONFERBIICES

To implement the aims of LCY, comservation principles
and policies must become part of the thinking and efforts of
ovbrvo1“ whose work affects the environment. These include
planners, road builders, produccrs of mincrals (eﬂpeclﬁlly sand
and f“avel), agriculturalists, pesticide manufacturers, forestry
bodies, recreationalists and many others. A list is gziven on
page 7.

In some cases the level of awarcencss and responsibility
is alrecady high and it should be possible Tor the leaders
concerned to reach rapid decisions on neasures to maintain and
imvrove the quality of the environmcnt In some countvries, it
should be possible for the main interest to agree on national
policies and to maLe concerted efforts to put them into effect.

such action is not yet possible or aporopriate with every

intercst or in every country. It may be that communication
between conservationists G)awd develouer is inadequatc and needs
to be improved. Some indusiries or activities may not have a
central point for contact and co-ordination of effort or the
level of awareness may be low. In some cases there may be

clatively few factors adversely affecting the environment and
thosc concerncd can more easily be approached in more suitable
and direct ways.

Thus, in some countries it mav be nece essary, or iore
apnropriate, to begin by dealing with the main intercsts and
demands. For example, a series of separate pre-conference
discussions might be held with each intcrest, such as Industry,
Agriculture, qunnlng, Science and Teohnolo{y, and Recrcation.
In such discussions conservation interest must play an active
part cnd seek to createc the attitudes and sympathy necessary
to achicve the objectives of the main conferences. These
preliminary discussions should also clarify some of the basic

"1)  to include natural history aund asenity.
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issues with thé major interests and help to identify and assess
national demands on the countryside, as well as the main trends
and devclopments. Depending on particular national
circumstances it may also be desirable to begin detailed studies
to collate the facts on certain major aspects which will come
bofore the -main confercnce(s),

Vhatever methods and timctable are adopted, cach country
shiould seek to command sufficicnt response at definitive
meetinys and conferences in 1970, so that its major intcrcsts
concerncd recognise the urgent nced to formulate and to act
upon agrecd national policies for the long-term planning,
managemnent and development of the countryside. This would
enable representatives of member countries to indicate in 1971
the main lines:'being pursued and the extent of support Lor the
Luropean Conservation Manifesto and further possible measures
for maintaining and improving the quality of the environment.

SPECIFIC ATHS
Bearing in mind the aims of Furopean Conservation Year,
sct out on page 2 and considcration of the European Conscrvation
Ilanifesto, 1t is suggested that specific aims for national
symposia and conferences should be:

to acquaint all the appropriate national interests with
the basic aim of conservation. This is the wise long=
term planning, managemewrt and development of resources

of land, air, water and wildlife for all purposes. These

include amenity rescarch, cducation and recrecation;

to secure the agreement of all organisations for the nced
ACACACA- LS ) X
to achileve this aim;

to obtain from each organisation a clear expression of its
specific interest in, or demands on, the countrysidc.

To identify those aspects

on which immediate action can be taken within the national,
legal and financial frameviork; - (

which require further legal and financial provisions in
order that suitable action can be taken;

on which further research, survey and study are necessary
before specific plans can be made.

wa
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To consilder

the mwain national demnands and their trends on the
countrysides;

the conditions necessary for long-term co-operation in
formulating and implemcenting policies for the
countrysides

the consultative machinery reguired to achieve
co~operation.

ZORICS

The organisation of the national conferences will nccd to
be adapted to national circunstances and to the outcome of the
Luropean Conference. The following themes are thereforc,
suggestions only, for selection or adantation as required. More
specific details and notes of some proposals put forward by
member countries are available from the Council's Secretariat.

Legislation and Administration

e

Review of existing legislation affecting the Countryside;.
Planning practices;

Preservatioa of natural, historic and other treasures;
Preservation of the coastlines

Implications of a national land-use policy based on
multi-purposce and zZoning vrinciples. ‘

Uscrs and Uses of the Countryside

Outdoor recrcation:

Tourism in relation to cducational and recreational
noliciess '

Living and working in the countryside;

The impact of megalopolis on land outside main built-up
areas;:

Traffic and its impact on the countryside;
Viater conservations:

Agricultural and land management policies,

(=
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echnolovz

- ———

Techndlogy in the countryside (environmental contamination;
hydro-electrics; pollution of air, water and soil; noise etc.);

Reclamation of derelict land;
Industry and the countryside.

Lducation, Training and Information

Educations

Informations

Training and gqualifications of plannérs;,

Tréining and qualifications of land-linked professions;
Citizen participation in care of the countryside}

Rescarch and Surveys

Resource cconomics for land-use, including oost/%enoflt
analysis of recreational usc of land; ‘

Role of research in the natural and social sciences on
human impacts on the natural environment;

Specific studies in depth on national areas which show a
wide range of human impacts on vulnerable national
resources. :

ORGAITISATION

General remarks

A national conference should constitute a major forum for
all the national interests - such as official bodies (central
and local government, nationalised industrics), industrial and
commercial organisations, the planning and allied- professions,
and the voluntary conservation bodies -~ concerned directly or
indirectly with the countryside and its natural resources.

Examples of thesc are listed on Page 7.
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Responsibility for the conference management and
Secretariat should preferably be vested in one centrel body
possessing the necessary stafl resources and basic contacts.
This body can either be part of the machinery of central
government or of onc of its arencies, or an independent body
of high national status.

Conferences should be self-financing and estimates of
expenditure require careful consideration at an early stage to
ensure that, for example, the registration fee and cherges made
Tor published papers, etc. are realistically related to the
total costs of running the conference.

A special leaflet is available from the Council!s
vecretariat on the detailcd running of a conferences; this is
based largely on the notes given for pages 30-37 in
iXP/Nat (66) 59. '

INTEREST 3 T7.TICH SHOUID BE
REPRESTNTED AT (AT TONAT, CONFRRGNCES

- Government departments and agencies;
Local Authorities;

Nationalised industries (e.g. elcctricity, coal,
transport);

Professions concerncd with the vlanmine, mansrsenent and
i o 9 (]

development of land and water resources (e.g. planners,
landscape architeccts, surveyors, civil engineers, water
engincers, land agents, foresters);

Industrys;

Commerce;

Agriculture;

Forestrys

Recreational bodies, representing all aspects of
- . 9 . n 6 . +
physical recreation in- the-countrysides '
Education {(particulerly the ficld
school and university curriculs);

studies aspccts of
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Amenity organisations (e.g. conservation and preservatlon
societies and naturel history and wildlife. bhodies):

Science (e.g. scientific bodies concerned with tﬂe earth
and life sciences):

Tourism;
Tandowners;
liotoring organisations;

Youth organisations (other than those wholly concerncd
with recreation);

Yomen's organisations (i.c. those specifically CODCOflGd
with the responsibilitices of citizenship).

EXTRACTS -TROIT REPORTS

SEEZHTTEE OF EXPERTS FQR THD COIBERVATION OF IIATURE AMD TANDSCAPE
2nd licotings; November 1963 /Exp/Nat (63) 637

"heard a statement by lr. Boote about the National Hature
Veelk and the Study Conference !'The Countryside in 1970! which
hal been held recently in the United Kingdomies...s.The Committec
expressed interest in his proposal that a Luropean Conservation
Conference and Nature Week misht be held in a few years' tinec,
ant¢ decided to refer both these items to the Working Partvies
fos. 1 and 3 for detailed study.” :

3xd_liceting; November 1964 /Exp/Nat (64) 34/

"reitorated the view that it would be desirable to
organise, perhaps in 1970, an internmational confercnce on the
conservation of naturec and landscape « + .« o dinstructed the
Working Party (Wo. 3, under the Chairmanship of Mr. R.E. Boote)
to put forward more detailed supgestions « o » and also about
the proposed Nature Week .U

4%l Heetings; lNovember 1965 /Hxp/Nat (65) 357

"unanimously agreed to propose to the Ministers that a
Buropean Conservation Year held in 1970 on the basis of the plan
'put forward by Working Party No. 3' and ”proposed that a
Preparatory Group of five persons be appointed.”

o/ o
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COIMITIEE OF JIINISTERS

e . s - T s

In March 1966 the Committee of Ministers approved in
principle Tthe proposal for a Buropecan Conservation Year in 1970
and included it in the Prozramme of Work in the section on
Physical Environment and Resources as follows:

(1966 Programme of Work)

"Organisation of a Buropecan Mature Conservation Confcrence
ané a Buropean Nature Year: prenaration of Recommendations to
Governmentsy holding of the Conferecnce

On 20th April. 1967, the Committee formally endorsed the

summary “eport on Euronean Ccnservation Year, and the Programme

"Preparation and orgaalu:tion of the Buropean laturc
Conscrvation Conference and Furopean Year.!

Membershlp of
Preparatory Group for furopean Conservation Year

Chairman

i e S

R.E. Boote (UX

Hembers
A, Blenkinsop (UX) Appointed by Consultative Asscmbly
L.H. Doubleday (Uh) Appointed by Iuropecan Conference

of Local Authorities
L.E. Esping (SBweden)
A, Terone (Italy)
T. Hunziker (Switzerland)
G. Tendron (P'rance)

Co—ordlnator

e rma

E.J.J. Kesteloot (Belgium)

secretariat

LRENE e

H. Hacourt
D. Lewis

Also served during the period 1963-1960

Z, Bayer, J.P. Doets, E.P, Dottrens, G. Ghidini,
Dr, W. Strzygowski,




