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Memorandum by the Secretariat

The present document reproduces the candidature

- 07 the Swiss National Park for fthe European Diploma: At ifs
last meeting, in April 1967, the Working Party on Flora,

Fauna and Landscapes selected as relating to areas of European
interest and as being the object of appropriate conservatvion
measures.

The European'Committee is invited to take the
final decision and to provide a written statemont motivating
its decision.

5977 - ./
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SWITZERLAND

Hatural Reserve: _ Swiss National Park
(Schnweizerischer thlonalpark)

(a) Tvpe of Reserve

: The vark is an integral reserve, in which nature is
&DaldOﬂCd withovi restrichtion to spontaneous development, The
area is conveased of forests {composed largely of arolla pines
and larch, Scotch pine, stone pine and spruqe), former
pasture--land and mountarins, .
(b). Scientific des cribt*onl characteristics and justification

for congervation

e National Park, covering 16,870 hectares, is reserved
exclusively Ffor scientific rescarch; certain marked paths are
open to tourist and nature-lovers. The altitude varies from
1,500 to 3,173 Le*efm. : o -

The terrain is very broken and mountainous, typlval of
the Eastern 2lps (partly Dolomitic); the climate is dry *or
the altitude.

The Swiss National Park boasts a number of rare plants
‘and animals,. : : o S

() Anirals
~ The mammalian fauna in the Park arc the same 2
those enccountered in other oubnalfine»and alpice. .
regions, Apvroximately half of the species Found
in Switze T‘éﬂd may be secn there, The larger wild
animals ozt commonly met are the chamois (approx-
imately 1, 4>O - 1;,300), roe-deer (approximately
M,POO ~ 1.300) and ibex (sprroximately 250 —~ 300),
The latter weore succeesfully reintroduced afier the
Fark was founded, -

- There are comparatively few svecies of birds in
the Poark, Teriods of spring and sumner obscervation
spread over ten years record n¢ more uhan 60" upvules.
livst are forest-dwellers, only a few awre found in
the pasturls and landslide sloveo or qmona the - rocks,

- o/
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(ii) Plants

~ The Park and neighbouring region are located in the
‘middle of the Central Alpine zone, The climate is
distinctly continental., There is no fir, and there

is an absence of most mesophilic deciduous trees,

such as the c¢lm, beech, pedunculated and sessile oak,
and small-leaved lindcn, but a number of Meditcrranean
or sub~tropical plants native to the steppes or
steppe~forests reach a record height in the park,

as a result of the continental~type climate, Examples "'
are Juniperus sabina (2270 m), Avena pratensis

(2440 m), Festuca ovina ssp sulcata (2140) Corex
humilis (2880 m) .., etc. '

The Park area is completely uninhabited (with the excepiion
of the Il Forn Hotel and farm, which form an enclave by the side
of the Orenberg road and are not part of the reserve., The park
is traversed by the Ofenberg Zerncz-Val Mustair road, which is a
very busy thoroughfare. The Speel Dam (outside but directly
adjoining the Park) is located at the Italian frontier (Punt dal
'Gall); below the Ova Spin a small compensation basin runs parallel
to the Spoel along the edge of the park, occasionally crossing
into it., There need now be no further fears of human interference.

The land is exclusively in public hands (communes),

European interest

. @
The Swiss National Park ig the cnly integral natural reserve
in the Alps in which a large surface (168 sg. ¥m) has been completely
isolated from human influences and has been abandoned for over
5C years o its naturel evelution in the broadest sense of the
tern.

(¢) Description of geographical position, and/or sketch or
tracing on map :

The geographical co-ordinates of the Park are
798, 800-820,000; 161,600-183,000 in the Engadine (Ofenberg
Pass). To the South, the Park runs along the Italian frontier
for approximately 19 km,

e
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M@gs: l. Map'of the Swiss National Park, scale 1/50 000
- (s how1nd the -paths open to tourlsts), :

~2; Lap of. Sw1uzerland show1n the location of the
’ paru (scalc 1/5;0 ooo) . :

(a) QERZQ&?iA%S
Two vphotographs. of therNational Park,

(e) Con orv 1Gn_measu§es ta 1en so far

1. Legal ssatus of the Park

_ The Park was created on 1lst August 1914 by Federal Decision, .

A further Federal Decision on similar lines was adopted by
- Parliament on Tth 0ctn Ber 1959 and tacitly accepted by the
peocple, MLJv the ”'gut ﬂf “e;erundum was not invoked, this
DOClS¢Oﬂ came  inio force on the lst January 1961, The
Confederqtign $ ‘righte and ob]1ga+1ons in resnect of the Park
are governeéd by pirfctudl contracts’ based on public laws and
private treaty, concludéd, with the communes on whose territory
the Park is located (o~cnanf Zernez, Scuol, Vulchava), The
Confederation : WOﬂe \tj D“ClSlOﬂ of the Federal Assembly, subject
to re¢e”fnuud) cal r’e:mmce Cohwracus, it ma 5 wlbo conclude
additional ones to enlarge the reserve, Infringements of the
law are uenlllqnd_: 1d regulated ‘with due regard to the rights

of territorial scvereignity of the Canton of Gravbunden

(1un+1ng flthiuo,“etc¢) and of “the comaunes xpoliceg fire-
brigade, etc. ). SRR o : :

s

v

(i) - The responsible authorlty is- the bederal Natloral
Park Counission, attached to the Federal Depariment
- of the Initerior (Federal Iaspection of forests,
nunticg and flshlu 2) e

(ii) Tre Confederation pays anp;ox_gwtely 80,000 francs
annuasly in compensation to the communcs which own
the land, in addaition to the cogt of indemnification
for damage cavsed by wild Life outside the ¢ark
The adéministrative oosts are borne paruly by &
Confederation and defrayed partly by a special
National Park Fund, gifts and the Swiss Nature
Prctection League; they amount to some 200,000
francs annually,

o»/c



B/Hat (67)

(iii)

(i)

(v)

(vi)

(vii)
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The secretariat and accounting services are performed
by the officers of the Commission (in the Federal
Inspectorate of Forests), The park superintendent

is a head keeper living in Zernez, aided by six
wardens, Federal frontier patrolmen also help with
this work,

m

The wardens! duties are to prevent poaching, see

that tourists do not leave the authoriged trails

or cut down or collect timber, capture animals or "
pick flowers, etc. DBreaches of the law occur every
year, but the park regulations are, on the whole,
respected. ‘ o

Scientific research is carried out by scientists
authorised or instructed to perform research by the
Swiss Natural Science Society. There is a small
laboratory for their uvse near I1 Forn. A spacious
park~house is shortly to be bullt at Zernez; it
will also contain a museum.

The public may cross the park on the Ofenberg road

and certain other roads set aside for the purpose,
Tourists may spend the night at the I1 Forn Hotel,

in neighbouring premises and in the Cluezza

Blockhaus, which records some 2000 night gucsts
annually, The exact number of annval visitors to .
the park is not knowmn, but it is cstimated at

neariy 100,000,

Upon requesty, groups and schools may make guided
tours of the Park accompanied by the Park staff,

v ,
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.3, Federal Decision relating to the Swiss National Pavk
in the Canton of Grauou*don (7. 10 1959)

The Federal Assembly of the Swiss Confederation, . having
regard to the message of the Federal Council of 15th May 1959(1),

Decides as follows:
Article 1

The Swiss National Park founded in 1914 and subsequently
enlarged shall be maintained, and the purposes for which it
was- created shall be promote d, under the follow1ng prov1s1ons.

!

Article II

The National Park is a natural reserve in which nature
shall be loft completely free of humen interference or
influence other +than activities cnIculnted to further tno
purposes for which it was created, and in which all animals
and,nlants shall bec allowed to develop naturally.- :

Sclentlxlc research shall be carried out in the Park.

Artlclc III

. . The National Park includes the territory specified in
contracts concludcd between the Confecleration and the legal
land-owners, pubiic oxr private, ’

\rticle IV

. The. territorial sovereignty of tno Cunton -and commuﬂes
shall not be affocteo, S :

The rights and obligations of the Confederation with
respect to the Natinnal Park shall be crovcrned by thc contracts
concluded with the legal land -oWners,

Arth 1oIc v

sttt

The Confederation shall make annual appropriations as
required to further the purposes of the park, including: .
u/o

i

(1) FF 1959, I, 1321
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(a) Compensation to be paid under the contracts with the
legal owners, public or private;

(b) Compensation for damages caused by game and cost of
supervision in neighbouring areas,

Appropriations shall be entered in the Confederation
budget.

Article V1 .

The following contracts concluded, subwect to endorsement,
by the Federal Council, are hercby approved:

(2) Contract with the Commune of Zernez, of 10/21
Novenmber 19583

(b) Contract with the Commune of S-chanf of 2Cth Aprll/
- 12%h May 1959;

(c¢) Contract with the Commune of Valchava of 16th April/
12th May 1959;

(d) Contract with the Commune of Scuol of 24+th November 1958/
1lth Iarch 1959,

‘ Any similar contracts concluded shall be subject to approval ‘
by the Fedcral Assembly, if they involve an annual expenditure
exceeding 10,000 francs. Approval is also required for the

revision of contraots involving a like sum, or any magor

territorial changes,

Denunciation of contracts by the Pederal Council must be
approved by the Assembly in a Federal Decision subject to
optional referendum,

All contracts reclating to the use of municipal lands for

the purposes of the National Park, and any amcndments to such
contracts must be publlshed in the Federal Gazette,

o/
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Artiele VII

In addition, the Contract of 4/7/30th December 1913 and
21st July 1914 coneluded between the Confederation and the
Swiss League for the Protection of Nature and the Swiss Hetural
: 801ence 8001e+y shall Lemaln in force.

Any amcndnments to this Contrﬂct shall be submﬁtted to
the Federal Ass emoly for appTO"al

Article VIIT

A1l future sconbracts relating to the Wational Park shall
contain provisions covering<th¢ following: ’

(a)  The aim stated in Article 2 above;

(b) The-amount of compensation provided for under
Article 5 g0uxo,

' (e) The right of denunciation w1th 2 years' advance
-+ - " notice shall be reserved unllwtera11j to the - ’
~+ Confederation at the end of 1903 and every 25 years
thereafter,

- Immovable propersy rights shall be treated as separate
and perpetual righits as defined by the Civil. Code.

Article IX

The Federal Council shall entrust the performance of the
acts assigned to the Confederation by contract to the
Federul Comm1s31on, elthor wholly or in part.

Artlcle P -

The Federal Council shall determine the date of entry
into force of this decision, :

The Fcderal Decision of 3rd April 1914 (1) rclating to
the foundation of a Swiss Hational Park in the Lower Engadine
shall cease to have effect on that date.

o/

(1) RS 2, 269,
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Arficlo X1

The Federal Council shall be responsible Ffor the enforcement
of this Decision.

" The Federal Council shall publish the text of this Decision
in accordance with the Act of 17th June ¢874 on Public Votlng on
Federal Acts and Decisions,

'So decided by the National Council.

Berne, 7th October 1859 Tugen Dietschi, President
: Ch. Oser, Secretary ‘
b

So decided by the State Council,

Berne, 7th October 1959 Aug, Lusser, President
F. Vieber, Secretary

The Federal Counoil decides as follows:

The atove Fpaerﬂl Decision, published on ¢5th October 1659,
(1) shall be entered in the "Collected Acts of the Confederation"
and shall take effect on lst January 1961.

Berne, 25th September 1961 Ch. Cscr, Chancellor of the
Confederation
(by Order of the Swiss -
Federal Council). :

4, Contract between the Swigs Confederation and Cantoﬂ
of Graupunden (2)

By this contract, dated lst Januwary 1961, the Canton of
Graubinden shall ro?raﬂn from exploiting the Water power and
hunting and fishing resources of the Swigs liational Park -so long
as the park shall exist, as guaranteed by the Federal Decision
and contracts with the.communes.

5. Contracts with Comnunes

By Decision of 7th October 1959, the Federal Asscmbly
approved the following:

(i)  contract with the commune of Zernesz,
10/21st November 1958,

(ii) contract with the commune of S-chanf, of
ZO*h Aprll/Ich May 1959, /

EI) FF 1959, II, 693
2 The Secretariat has availablc the text of this contract.
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(iii) contract with the communc of Valchava of
16%h Aprll/thh May 1959,

(iv) 'contruct with the commune of Scuol/Schuls of
-+ 24%h Yovember 1958/11th March 1959. :

Fo rcferondum on the Decisilon was requested

On 2)th uepterber 1661, the Federal Council ordered the
publication of the Decision in the Collected Acts and set the
date of. entry into force as being lst January 1961, . The High
Council of the Canton of Graubunden approved the. four contracts
on 30th Novémber 1961. Instruments of ratification were
exchanged at Berne on 7th Deccmber 1961.

Contracts cover the following points:

-~ locetion and purpose

- boundarics of the Tark

- general rights and obligations

- mineral resources

- water facilities

- hunting and fishing

- territorial sovereignty

- traffic

- compensation

- damage caused by game and other damage
- duration of contract

- transfer

~ effects of termination of contract .
~ Jjurisdiction

- entry in land registry

The Secrctariat has available copies of these contracts.

(f) References to publications

1. "A travers le Parc National Suisse - Guide 501ent1f1que"
by the Swiss Fational Park Scientific Research
Fomm1851on, 16+th April 1966,

2, Small unbound guide for visitors (in four languages).

N ’ 0/0
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5.

"Der Schweizcerische Nationalpark heute" by

A, Kuster, Sonderdruck aus dem Jahrbuch 1963,

28 Band, des Vercins zum Schutze der Alpenpflanzen
und - Tiere c.v,

Annuval reports by the Federal Swiss National Park
Commission (1964-1965).

A film (approximately 40 minutes) has. been made on
the National Park.
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Stmme  Grenze des Schwaeizerischen Nationalparkes
Erlaubte Wege
arhplatre
Oas umilegends Gebiet ist aul den Blattern Nrn. 248 und 259 der
Landeskarte der Schweiz enthalten sowie auf der Karta der Vor-
keheavareina S-chant und Zernaz.

Die vorliegends Karte ist nicht separat erhaitiich.

Accquidintans dor Hobemknrven 20 a1

memme  Limites du Parc National Suisse
Sentiers autorisés
parcage
iginantes, consufter les feuilles Nos 240 et
nale de la Suisse ainsi que [2 Carte des
Buraaux de Tourisme de S-chani et de Zernez.

La présents carte ne peut 8tre vendus séparément,

mvwssen  Boundary of the Swiss Natlonal Park
authorised paths
Q0 carparks
The surrounding regions can be found on falios Nos 249 1,nd 259
of the Natlonal Map of Switzerland as well as on the map issued
by the Tourism Offices of S-chanf and Zernez.

The prasent map cannat be sold separately.







