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GERÏÏIS, J .  R. M., U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Nijmégen, The N e th e r la n d s , -
w>» *1 w» ~

Bevelooment o f  E d u c a tio n a l .  G o a ls -a n d .L e a rn e r  O b j e c t iv e s  f o r  t h e  

S t im u la t io n  o f  S o c ia l  Development: a 'P r o c e d u r a l  P r o p o s a l ,  _ ( A b s t r a c t )

äiac^ioS« M*» U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N ijm egen , The N e t h e r l a n d s ,  ,

|)ßv§igg^e$£ g£v®hlga&i ©upMGoalo àhd t  Laàrneat 0hj  èc£ìy@&lfoi-0?h§ -r
B C ) c i a ^ ^ H^ .ç g ffin ^ i g 0^ g l s S^ § J o^ |  Æ ^ v a c i )
h a s - t o  be s o l v e d :  "How can  a  c o n e r e n t  s e t  o f  r e l e v a n t  arid pütêntiêÆ 1-
c d u c a t i o n a l  g o a l s  a n d  l e a r n e r  o b j e c t i v e s  b e  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  g e n e r a t e d ,  
b e t e i - p ^ p ^ g f i Q ^ j ^ y s t i f  r e d  >̂01’ iìUC^ a  c u r r i  ca-lum '•

The present paper w ill lim it i t s e l f  to  the f i r s t ,  part of the  a b o v e  

quest.ïBnÇHjft&ft 2 sdtM©lf Po&uOtf rihoubwgehhaititamsp®t>ce»§. s tim u la ti on of 
socialise]5f-)3%M2ri-'ku%?i0ih f nt©kä.@ltbhdigoitbswtitg jfeabiM UâycêSÂrâPÏ&ÂS^i0RD 
lV?sato mk2r'ïSl:l-j5?4êe,,dlïs^"c4a %h<êoteenéie-ktse f̂ -if e r e b d v t tn tm mcp4ftgptfVf basic  

fna^èdiketîïfeef odUj®dingveà aìwrajtémnMì ê k i 'S y pg€ß&ßäP&iit(a ) 
fiSÌ2W ÌJd%^e3^m*W6t|fdt4sè€ro!autteeEid©vieài^feart.'b'f so c ia l cogn ition , . (b) 
r.'ie ^ M rta îW ^ lP ^ tiÇ ii^ fe k tlw sd t cdtæàkftaMoWaà ISsaifc p m k Q M e^èv^Kr4-°r 
^ 1 n^%tP$$ïfeieftiUJmle8ki@mwfa1ssDms$kp<&®ö«skppment can be based
■-■ri a ^'W»8èlÌJ«j(ffe%b®iM cfchgniés. etti© f e a s i b i l i t y  and im plications
of a oStjæ.cttinAm; T$o ifthsic
fhr'fyari- b^«rilkiTg^ srfxet'hS pr^hÿ^dt^e a ^ )
’'■xofy\ ^ iq .3-d^m fedu*^3.ed on the  development of so c ia l cognition , (b)

r.'ie generation of a coherent set of educational goals and o b jec tives fo r 
T cur riouium aiming at the  stim ulation  of soc ia l development can be based 

■■--ri e  soc ia l cognition.
3(be3,b.ifriiS'^cü 4ft %i basin 

blrttei ghtqiiiMhb; b f i a t e ift 'fee. 
a’c q ^ s f ^ ä i  *ì$f t$9«SÌS*B#&ve coordination (c f .  Selman, 1975? Selman & Byrne, 
1974) represented  by the  v e r t ic a l  axis in  figure  1. Three main lev e ls  can 
be the lev el characterized  by th e  capability  to
d iffe ren tia te .b e tw een  perspectives; the second level re fe rs  to  the  
capa'öl1K.f3?cW ^f#t m fom & «ÜSa-Ci -fft^e^MpeiHtetYÄiadf o®«p1(te®fè baiét.%*

f tffa4hM ,  ^ tfâ -^ e è 'P -D v ê a to i i t^ P  lèhsqpü^yp - t f fe d t ìv M è jd « f t^ k l ia e !^ '5 b t^  veteï
<a^ingeà«i®tójei! gg^s^èiftaÿiggJ.^%  e , ' 

3$W<) Lth<ew7VetiWT^lt@-9tihsipofä^uib%. 1 . T h ree  main l e v e l s  can
bé d i  #èPS&ijff&«# îd l“i*Ê!t9dtfe$sèay«io iœ hafa tf tearézèdvteÿo^^n-fea^a to ii^  i  o--rou 3 rl 

bféwetëS v^tjiäbece^M Aävdeiäeiieibeißöt^t t©r«ft«ht ed b.y
cêF flM > U îieéG d e te rm in e  what t h e  p e r s p e c t iv e  o f  a n o th e r  p e r s o n  lo o k s  l i k e ,  
t h a t  i f a  f7 M W ft9Ä.i¥§ thfeia'h®vk’intòègr,riièh-te tfcf»dtà»Ve4eì§Ì»1ia6R"yi3rw^eKe3 3 Gr 
c StîSèènd p èP a t i ,l'n§®Ssa,.i39 t i s © t1i ( ^ h â t  mat^et b f e tM g e a n ^ Ù e b a p ^ s e a g e i^ h M g h t s 
5BJ§râfî-eHS-15( S-7 h Ç n ^kn o P m fcbewgftfcfcpiieaposeàb îèg :.  0  n e c e s s a r y  t o  r e a c h  can!

d e v e Ï8 pm&n,PR-rGlàb"é?4 1 -SÄcld( h^uhhèonubfe t h e s t  tebeì-mpdèttt g l d $wi5?§mî nt o à l  d 
H fe to tS  ìJRfe.R àay t fe i  P § f l© * rM rteo a iM ro Ê * è? ^ téd ^ d ê v © & ^ M én g r€ É fên :&fet by 
° 8 *ïftÛ$àr6ïhK o f  development, ( c f .  I n h e ld e r  & S i n c l a i r ,  1969? K oh lb e rg ,  V9 6 8 ; 

LangèS-,a 6?()’ël)V:)f ! t r i ,ut;lle&.ahiMe r^ur<ip7$peTurâpôytâ:01?9<) e v e l  coment a l  l e v e l  s o r  
t a g e  o p e r a t i o n s  a  d i s t i n c t i o n  i s  made between ( a )  b a s ic  c o g n i t i v e  

o p e r a t i o n s  ( i . e .  g e n e r a l  p r e r e q u i s i t e s ,  se e  f i g .  1 ) n e c e s s a r y  t o  r e a c h  each 
deve lopm en ta l  l e v e l ,  and ( b )  t h e  su b se q u en t  in te rm ed i  a t e  d e v e lo p m e n ta l '
1 <^e Jpfti'gh dF-%afee w?¥t'VefhiW; 'parit (iff %k«a-kaJ |i oir-T-sc owrdiiviAri® sfa®, t-feä© a
s t  1 e( Wt 4. nÆ&‘àft I fe r i  a t  $i»fc<lMi rip vtflé$>;n *S6àh 1 te«& tprt9#3 ;
L a n g ^ ^  f;Ì(oG^'buh^%9.7)h bfcui.i1Ä!A5 ffòs©b®-hh ,(® fe9^hfing  v o o r  O n d e rz o e k  van

h e t  O n d e rw i js  -  S .V .O . O3 6 0 ) .

1) T h i s  p a n e r  was w r i t t e n  a s  part o f  t h e  authorfs a c t i v i t i e s  w ithin  a
r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t  on t h e  s t i m u l a t i o n  o f  s o c i a l  d e v e lo p m e n t ,  s u p p o r t e d  
b.y I,no f o u n d a t i o n  oi E d u c a t i o n a l  R e s e a rc h  ( o t i c h t i n g  v o o r  O n d e rz o e k  van
h e t  O n d e rw i js  -  S .V .O . O36O ).
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I n s e r t  F ig u re  1 about here

When th e  s p e c i f i c ,  s o c i a l - c o g n i t i v e  s ta g e -o p e r a t io n s  are viewed as
ed u ca t io n a l  g o a ls  o f  am ore  gen eral l e v e l  o f  a b s tr a c t io n ,  s e r i e s  o f  
s u c c e s s i v e l y  more concrete  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  con be c a r r ie d  o u t .  The proposed  
procedure c o n s i s t s  o f  the u n fo ld in g  o f  f i v e  components o f  s p e c i f i c a t i o n  
from t h e s e  o p era t io n a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  In f ig u r e  1 th e  m atrix  r e s u l t i n g  from  
th e  a p p l ic a t i o n  o f  th e  f i r s t  two s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  i s  g r a p h ic a l ly  rep resen ted . 
In d e s c r ib in g  th e s e  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  by  means o f  such a m atrix , i t  i s  
p o s s ib l e  t o  reach th e  l e v e l  of  in term e d ia te  and s p e c i f i c  ed u cation a l  
o b j e c t i v e s  ( c f .  Krathwohl, 1971) in  a sy s te m a tic  way.
The m atrix  i s  conceived  as a lo n g i tu d in a l  one because th e  th r e e  main l e v e l s  
o f  the development o f  p e r s p e c t i v e -c o o r d in a t io n  encompass an age-span o f  
s e v e r a l  y e a r s .
The lo l l o w in g  part o f  t h i s  paper w i l l  summarize s e v e r a l  k inds o f  
. s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  as  w e ll  as some fu n c t io n s  and m er its  o f  t h i s  procedure.  
s p e c i f i c a t i o n  1 : Content a sp ec ts  o f  th e  s o c i a l - c o g n i t i v e  o p e r a t io n s ,  
i n 'the' m atr ix  ( s e e  f i g .  T"i spec. 1 ) a d i s t i n c t i o n  i s  made between the 
f o l l o w in g  c o n te n ts :  ( l )  ex tern a l f e a tu r e s  o f  s e l f  and th e 1 o t h e r ( s ) ,  (2 )  
( v i s u a l )  p e r c e p ts ,  (3 )  f e e l i n g s  and em otions, ( 4 )  th ou ghts  and con cep ts ,  :  
(5.) i n t e n t i o n s ,  ( c f .  L i v e s le y  & Bromley, 1973? Shantz, 1975) and (6) 
mom! norms. These con ten ts  can be regarded as s u b -p e r s p e c t i v e s  of a t o t a l  
'•ob ject iv e  p e r s p e c t i v e  ( c f .  Oppenheimer, 1976), which can be fu r th e r  .. 
extended t o ,  f o r  in s ta n c e ,  a f f e c t i o n s ,  p r e ju d ic e s ,  id e a s  o f  j u s t i c e ,  
f r ie n d s h ip  and in ter p e r so n a l  r e l a t i o n e  (Selman, 1975)» 
s p e c i f i c a t i o n  2 : The com plexity  o f  th e  p e r s p e c t i v e s .
Th.it; component ( s e e  f i g .  1, sp ec .  2) i s  subd iv ided  in :  (1 )  th e  number o f  
VarspeotLves t o  be d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  ( i . e .  one’ s own from one o ther  p erso n ’ s ,  
or 'se v er a l o th er  p e r s o n s ' ) ,  (2 )  ex ten t  o f  d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw een .tw o . (or more)  
o u b jc o t i v e  p e r sp e c t i v e s .T h e  l a t t e r  ex ten t  w i l l  have t o  be expressed  in  
■•'.ernie q u a n t i t a t i v e  measure ( c f .  B u is ,  1976). (3 )  The degree o f  f a m i l ia r i t y 
wi • h th ose  persons whose p e r s p e c t i v e s  are to  be d i f f e r e n t i a t e d ,  determined  
•od ■••.'ordinateci'“. F i n a l ly ,  (4 ) th e  l e v e l  o f  a b s tr a c t io n  present in  a  

p e r s p e c t i v e  ( e . g .  emphasis on v i s u a l  p e r c e p ts ,  p e r c e p t ib le  e x p ress io n s  
d fe d in g s  v e r s i s  th o u g h ts  or  c o n c e p t s ) .

S p e c i f i c a t i o n  3 : This s p e c i f i c a t i o n  r e f e r s  t o  th e  s tr u c tu r e  o f  th o se  
p . 'c in i  in t e r a c t io n s  in  which a c h i l d  can or should dem onstrate th e  
a bove l i s t e d  s o c i a l - c o g n i t i v e  s k i l l s  or o p e r a t io n s .  In t h i s  context th e  

-*1 at .ion sh ip  between ty p e s  o f  s o c i a l  m o tiv es ,  p o s s ib le  com binations o f  
s o c i a l  m otives  ( c f .  MacCrimmon & M essick , 1976) and th e  p r o b a b i l i t y  o f

•* There i s  some em p ir ica l ev idence th a t  shows th a t  th e  ex ten t  o f  
r e l a t i o n a l  proxim ity  has a p o s i t i v e  in f lu e n c e  on th e  a b i l i t y  t o  
lake th e  p e r sp e c t i v e  o f  o thers  and su b seq u en tly  on th e  s t a g e - l e v e l  
performance o f  moral dilemmas (Gash, pp. 96,. IO6).



t h e  perfo rm ance  o f  t h e  in te n d e d  s o c i a l - c o g n i t i v e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t y  
n eed s  t o  be s p e l l e d  out ( e . g .  how f a r  a. s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  i n  which 
t h e  b a s i c  m otive of c o m p e t i t io n  predom ina te s  can be c o n s id e r e d  a s  a 
n e c e s s a r y ,  s u f f i c i e n t  a n d /o r  f a c i l i t a t i v e  c o n d i t io n  o f  t h e  o ccu re n ce  
o f  d i f f e r e n t i a t i n g  between i n t e n t i o n s  f o r  i n s t a n c e ) .
S p e c i f i c a t i o n  4 : co n ce rn s  t h e  s p e c i f i c  c o g n i t iv e  p r e r e q u i s i t e s  i n  ord er  
t o  a c h ie v e  t h e  above s o c i a l - c o g n i t i v e  s k i l l s  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  r e f e r e n c e  to  th e  
v a r io u s  c o n te n t  a r e a ' s  o f  s o c i a l  c o g n i t io n .  For i n s t a n c e ,  m e n ta l  r o t a t i o n  
i s  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  a  supposed p r e r e q u i s i t e  o f  th e  a b i l i t y  t o  p la c e  o n e s e l f  
in  t h e  v i s u a l  p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  t h e  o th e r .
S p e c i f i c a t i o n  5 - c o n s i s t s  o f  t h e  de term ina t- ion  o f  l e a r n i n g  c o n t e n t s  ( e . g .  s t o r i e  

in  words 1 or p i c t u r e s  w ith  a v a r i e t y  o f  f e e l i n g s ,  e m o t io n s ,  intentions  
e t c . )  and l e a r n i n p f r c t i v i t i e s  ( e . g .  com parison of' t h e  p r e d i c t e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  
r e a l  i n t e n t i o n ;  r e p r e s e n t i n g  o n e ' s  own f e e l i n g s  and t h o s e  o f  a n o th e r  p e rso n  
i n  a  r o l e  p la y in g  game; i m i t a t i o n  o f  th e  i n f e r e d  em o tio n a l  s t a t e  o f  t h e  
o t h e r ,  e t c ) .  M oreover, i n  o r g a n iz in g  and c o n s t r u c t i n g  s e r i e s  o f  
l e a r n i n g j i e t i v i t i e s  and - m a t e r i a l s  s e v e r a l  c r i t e r i a  have t o  be t a k e n  i n t o ......
a c c o u n t ,  e . g .  ( l )  t h e  n e a r n e ss  v e r su s  th e  d i s t a n c e  o f  l e a r n i n g  c o n te n ts  
( f o r  i n s t a n c e  an i n t e r p e r s o n a l  pro b lem ),  (2 ) t h e  e x te n t  i n  which t h e  c h i l d  
i t s e l f  t a k e s  p a r t  i n  an i n t e r p e r s o n a l  problem s o l v i n g  p r o c e s s  (3 )  th e  
s p e c i f i c i t y  and t r a n s f e r a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  l e a r n in g -  p r o c e s s  i n v o l v e d .
In o r d e r  t o  p re v e n t  m is u n d e r s ta n d in g  i t  has t o  be n o te d  t h a t  b o th  
s p e c i f i c a t i o n  components ( s e e  f i g .  1 ) and th e  su b sequen t s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  
( i . e .  sp e c .  .3, 4 and 3 ) a r e  n o t  r e g a rd e d  as  independent (d im e n s io n s )  o f  
t h e  s o c i a l - c o g n i t i v e  o p e r a t io n s  r e p r e s e n t e d  by  t h e  v e r t i c a l  a x i s  in  
f ig u r e  1 . .

M e r i t s  o f  t h e  m a t r ix -p ro o e d u re  . . .

With t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  t h e  m a t r ix ,  r e s u l t i n g  from t h e  p ro c e d u re  
p ro p o sed ,  one can a c h ie v e  th e  f o l lo w in g  g o a l s :
(a )  t h e  s y s t e m a t i c  g e n e r a t io n  o f  a co h e re n t  s e t  o f  p o t e n t i a l  e d u c a t io n a l  

g o a ls  and. l e a r n e r  o b j e c t i v e s .
( b )  t h e  fo rm in g  o f  h y p o th e se s  c o n c e rn in g  th e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  and o r d e r in g  

o f  o b j e c t i v e s ,  and d e v e lo p m e n ta l ,  and i n s t r u c t i o n a l  p r o c e s s e s .
(c )  t h e  f o r m u la t io n  o f  o b j e c t i v e s  i n  th e  s p e c i f i c - a r e a  o f  i n t e r e s t  ( i . e . ,  

developm ent o f  s o c i a l —c o g n i t i o n ).
(d )  th e  s p e c i f i c a t i o n ,  in  d e t a i l ,  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  be c a r r i e d ,  out by  t h e  

■ r e s e a r c h  p s y c h o lo g i s t ,  t h e  c u r r i culum development te am , -.and t h e
e v a lu a tio n  "beam.
E s p e c i a l l y  in  t h e  l a t t e r  s e n se  th e  m a t r ix -p ro c e d u re  may o f f e r  more 
i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  d e l e g a t i o n  o f  t a s k s  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  p r e s e n t  in
i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  endeavours a s  in  th e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a c u rr icu lu m  
th e  s t i m u l a t i o n  o f  s o c i a l - c o g n i t i v e  developm ent.
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