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C o m m u n ic a t io n  o f  th e  G r e e k  G o v e r n m e n t

DGI 

1 0 JAN, 2013
S E R V I C E  DE L 'EXECUTION 
D E S  A R R E T S  DE i A C E D K

C a se  M .S .S v .  B e lg iu m  a n d  G r e e c e  ( a p p l i c a t i o n  n u m b e r  3 0 6 9 6 /0 9 )

F u rt he r  to our  p rev io u s  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  co n c e rn in g  the s tate o f  

ex e c u t io n  o f  the  MSS j u d g m e n t  we w ou ld  l ike to in fo rm  you  as 

fo l lows:

The Agen t  o f  the G o v e rn m e n t  in h is  co o r d in a t in g  ro le on the ex e cu t ion  

o f  the j u d g m e n t s  o f  the C our t  t r a n s m i t t e d  by sep a ra te  le t t er  the Greek  

ve r s io n  o f  the M e m o ra n d u m  o f  29 May 2012 (CM/inf /DFI  (2012)19)  

p re pa red  by the D e p a r tm en t  for  the E x e c u t io n  o f  J u d g m e n t s  o f  the 

E u ro p e an  Cour t  o f  H u m an  R igh ts  to all c o m p e te n t  au tho r i t i e s ,  which  

d i s s em in a te d  it to all o f f ic ia l s  in v o lv ed  in the  a s y lu m / in t e r n a t io n a l  

pr o tec t io n  regime .

In said le t t er  the i ssues  on w h ich  the in te re s t  o f  the C o m m i t t ee  o f  

M in i s t e rs  is fo c used  we re  h ig h l ig h t ed  and was  s pec i f ie d  the 

i n fo rm a t io n  th at  nee ds  to be prov ided .  Al l c o m p e te n t  au th o r i t i e s  were  

asked  to p ro v id e  the r e q u e s t ed  i n fo rm a t io n  bef o re  10 J anua ry  2012.  

More  s p ec i f ic a l ly  A) the M in i s t ry  o f  c i t i z e n ’s p ro t ec t io n  and the Greek  

Pol ice  were  as ked  to p rov ide  in fo rm a t io n

1. On the n u m b e r  o f  the i r r e g u la r  im m ig ra n t s  who ap p l i ed  for 

In te r n a t io n a l  P ro t e c t i o n  du r i ng  d e t e n t io n  f rom 21.1 .2011 to 

p re sen t  in r e la t io n  to the to ta l  n u m b er  o f  im m ig ra n t s  who 

app l i ed  for  In t e rn a t io n a l  P ro t ec t i o n  du r i ng  the sam e per iod .

2. On the n u m b e r  o f  u n a c c o m p a n i e d  m ino rs  who we re  de ta ined  

f rom 21.1 .2011 to p re sen t  and the n u m b e r  o f  them  for  w hom  

p la c e m e n t  in legal  cus tody  has  bee n r e qu es ted .

3. On the s tate o f  o p e r a t i o n  o f  the new ly  e s t ab l i s h ed  A sy lum

Serv ice ,  Fi rs t  R e c e p t io n  Servi ce  and A p p e a l s ’ Au th or i ty .

4. On the n u m b e r  o f  the  new  Fir s t  R e c e p t io n  C en t re s  tha t  have  been  

co n s t ru c te d  and thei r  spec i f ic a t ions .
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5. On the ra te o f  r e g is t ra t io n  and f i rs t  level  ex a m in a t io n  o f  asy lum 

ap p l i ca t i ons  at Pe t ro u  Ral l i  A l i en s  D i rec to ra te  and the a i rp or t  o f  

Athens .

6. On the n u m b e r  o f  v o lun ta ry  re tu rns  and re tu rn  orde rs  i s sued  f rom 

21.1 .2011 on wards .

7. On the n u m b er  o f  dec is ions  g ra n t ing  in te rn a t i o n a l  p ro t ec t io n  in 

re la t ion  to the to tal  num bers  o f  ap p l i ca t i o n s  lodged.

The M in i s t ry  o f  L ab ou r  were  asked  to p rov ide  i n fo rm a t io n

1. On the funds  spent  on ad eq u a te  re cep t io n  co nd i t ions

2. On the n u m b er  o f  bene f i c ia r i e s ,  e s p e c ia l ly  m em b er s  o f  

v u ln e rab le  g roups  and

The min is t ry  o f  Jus t ice  were  asked to p ro v ide  i n fo rm a t io n  on the 

n um ber  o f  un a c c o m p a n ie d  m inors  who were  p laced  in legal  cus tody .

So far the  A sy lum  Serv ice ,  the Firs t  R ecep t io n  A u th o r i ty  and the 

D ire c to ra te  for  Socia l  Care  and So l ida r i ty  wi th i n  the M in i s t ry  o f  

L abour  and Social  Secur i t y  have re sp o n d ed  to the above  le t ter  

p ro v id ing  the fo l low ing  in fo rm at ion :

As regards  recept i on  co nd it ions

1. The D i re c to r  o f  the Fi rs t  R ece p t io n  Se rv ice  in fo rm ed  the A gen t  tha t  

the co n s t ru c t ion  o f  a Fi rs t  Screen ing  Cen tre  has  a l m os t  been 

c o m ple ted  in the reg io n  o f  Fy lak io ,  nea r  O re s t i a d a  on a si te o f  

17.164 sq .m area.  The centre  co m p r i ses  b u i ld in gs  o f  1.812 sq .m o f  

which  1.812 sq .m are in ten ded  to house  240 p eop le  in six w ing s  o f  a 

c apac i ty  o f  60 per son s  each.  In the com plex  are i nc luded  san i t ary  

fac i l i t i es ,  re s ta u ra n t  and r e c rea t io n  areas .  The ce n tre  is ex p e c t ed  to 

be fu l ly  op er a t iona l  by the b eg in n in g  o f  2013.

The p l ann ing  for the c o n s t ru c t i o n  o f  a s econ d r e cep t io n  centr e  o f  

c apac i ty  o f  300 pe r sons  in Karo t i ,  Ev ro s  is going to be f inal i zed 

soon.  The Fi rs t  R ece p t io n  A u tho r i ty  is seeking a si te on an ea s te rn  

A e gean  is land for  the co n s t ru c t i o n  o f  a th i rd  r e cep t io n  centre .
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2. The D i re c to ra te  G enera l  for Soc ia l  Care  and S o l ida r i ty  w i th in  the 

M in i s t ry  o f  L ab o u r  and Soc ia l  Secur i ty  i n fo rm ed  the A gen t  as 

fo l lows:

By vi r tue  o f  D e c i s io n  no 5 7 3 /2 0 0 7 /E C  o f  the E u r o p e an  P a r l i am en t  

and Counc i l  was  e s t ab l i sh ed  the E u ro p e an  R efu gee  Fund  for  the 

per io d  f rom 2008 to 2013 as par t  o f  the G ene ra l  P ro g ra m  “ So l ida r i ty  

and M a n a g e m e n t  o f  M ig ran t  F l o w s ” .

In the f r am e o f  said  d ec is ion  the E u ro p e an  U n io n  and Greece  c o 

f inance  va r io us  p ro g ra m s  in o rd e r  to grant  a p p r o p r i a t e  re ce p t io n  

c o n d i t io n s  to a sy lum  se eke rs  ( a cc o m m o d a t io n ,  legal  aid,

in te rp re ta t io n ,  socia l  p ro t ec t io n )  and t ack le  em e r g e n c y  s i tua t io ns .

By v i r tue  o f  Art i c l e  28 Law  2 6 1 7 /2 0 0 7  said  D i re c to ra t e  was

des ig n a t e d  as r e s p o n s ib l e  au th o r i ty  for  the m o n i to r in g  o f  the above

pro gram s .  For  the  p r o g r a m m i n g  pe r io d  2 0 0 8 -2 0 1 2  Gre ece  was

a l loca te d  39.5 m i l l io n  euro  f rom the E u ro p e an  R e fu g e e  Fund (ERF) ,  

inc lud ing  em er g en cy  suppor t  o f  20.7  m i l l ion  euro  (2 008-2011) .  

A ro u n d  99 per  cent  o f  the EU co - f in an c in g  a p p r o v ed  for the 

i m p le m e n ta t i o n  o f  the 2011 ERF e m erg e n cy  m eas u re s  is co m m i t t e d  

to grant  rec i p ien t s .

For  the years  2009 to 2011 the b en e f i c i a r i e s  were  as fo l lows:

1. A c c o m m o d a t io n  and s ubs i s te nce  ser v ices  6 .896  pe r sons

2. P ro v i s io n  o f  m a te r ia l  aid 11.169 per sons

3. M ed ica l  and p sy ch o lo g ica l  a s s i s t ance  91.193 pe r sons

4. P ro v i s io n  o f  legal  a id  and in t e rp re t a t io n  ser v ices  57 .168  pe r sons

5. A d v ice  and a s s i s t ance  on h o u s in g  and in t eg ra t i o n  to labo r  m arke t  

2.421 pe r sons

6. A ss i s t an ce  for  ad ap t io n  to Gre ek  Soci e t y  in so c io -c u l tu r a l  te rm s  

1.445 pe r sons

7. A s s i s t an ce  on ed u ca t ion ,  voca t i o n a l  t r a in in g  and ac q u i s i t i o n  o f  

language  sk i l l s  8 .665 pe rson s .
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For  the yea r  2012 the e s t im a ted  nu m b er  o f  ben e f i c i a r i e s  is as 

fo l lows:

1. A c c o m m o d a t io n  and subs i s te nce  ser vices  768 pe r sons

2. Med ica l  and p sy ch o lo g ica l  a s s i s t ance  more  than  20.000  per sons

3. P rov i s io n  o f  legal  a id  and in te rp re t a t io n  ser vices  m ore  than  

30.000 per sons

8. Adv ice  and a ss i s t ance  on hous ing  and in t eg ra t io n  to labor  m arke t  

170 pe rson s

9. A ss i s t ance  on educat ion ,  v o ca t i ona l  t r a in in g  and ac q u i s i t i o n  o f  

l ang uage  skil ls  3 .510 per sons .

The nu m b e r  o f  the u n a c c o m p a n ie d  m inors  who were  b en e f i c i a r i e s  o f  

services  r ende red  in the f rame o f  the abo ve  p ro g r am s  for  the pe r iod 

f rom 1.1 .2009 to 31.12.2011  am o u n ts  to 9 .317 per son s .  2.921 m ino rs  

were  p ro v id ed  wi th  a c c o m m o d a t io n  and s ubs i s te nce  means .  Dur ing 

2012 it is es t im at ed  that  tha t  335 m inors  were  p ro v id ed  wi th  

a c c o m m o d a t io n  and subs i s te nce  m eans ,  whi le  an o th e r  2000  m inor s  

were  p ro v id ed  wi th  m ed ica l  t re a tm en t ,  legal  aid and in t e rp re t a t io n  

services .

As regards  the re fo rm ed  a s y lu m / in te r n a t io n a l  p ro te c t io n  reg im e

1. The A sy lu m  Service  in fo rm ed  the  A ge n t  tha t  a dra f t  law has  been  

f ina l i ze d  in co o p e ra t io n  wi th  the UN R efu gee  A gency ,  by wh ich  

t ra n sp o s i t i o n  o f  D i re ct ive  2 0 0 5 /8 5 /E C  has  bee n  am e n d e d  and a 

co m m o n  p ro c edure  on g ra n t ing  a sy lum  is e s t ab l i sh ed .  A sy lum  

serv ice  has  so far re cru i t ed  48 pe r sons  out o f  the 292 p lan n ed  due to 

a d m in i s t r a t iv e  co n s t r a in t s  on r e c ru i tm en t .  N e v e r t h e l e s s  the 

au thor i t i es  are co n s id e r in g  a l t e rna t iv e  so lu t ions  to o v e r co m e  s tu ff ing 

p ro b lem s  and re nde r  the Service  ful ly  ope ra t ive .

2. The E u ro p ean  A sy lu m  Sup po r t  Off ice  (E A SO ) in its annual  

repor t  o f  2012 as se ss ing  the p ro g ress  made  in the  im p le m e n t a t i o n  o f
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the Gre ek  A c t io n  P la n  as well  as on issues  o f  b o rd e r  m a n a g e m e n t  

and re tu rn  m en t ion s :

•  " T h e  a c t i o n s  o f  the  G r e e k  g o v e r n m e n t  a l s o  w i t h  s u p p o r t  o f  the  

A S T s  d e p l o y e d  by  E A S O  a n d  the  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  U N H C R  p r o d u c e d  

s i g n i f i c a n t  r e s u l t s :

•  the  n u m b e r s  o f  e x a m i n e d  a s y l u m  c a s e s  ( f i r s t  i n s t a n c e )  a l m o s t  

d o u b l e d  a n d  th i s  s h o w s  i n c r e a s e d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p r o c e s s i n g  c a p a c i t y ;

the  e x a m i n e d  a p p e a l  c a s e s  h a v e  i n c r e a s e d  f r o m  v e r y  l o w  to  

s u b s t a n t i a l  n u m b e r s ;

•  the  b a c k l o g  c a s e s  h a v e  d e c r e a s e d  by  n e a r l y  30  % as  n o n - a c t i v e  c a s e s  

ha v e  b e e n  s c r e e n e d  o u t  a n d  a r c h i v e d  (N B  a n e w  l e g i s l a t i v e  a m e n d m e n t  

in 2 0 1 2  w i l l  a l l o w  f o r  the  f u r t h e r  d e c r e a s e  o f  th e  b a c k l o g  a t 2 n d  

i n s t a n c e  ( A r t i c l e  18 o f  L a w  4 0 5 8 / 2 0 1 2 ) ;

•  th e  q u a l i t y  o f  t he  w r i t t e n  d e c i s i o n s  a t  s e c o n d  i n s t a n c e  is, a c c o r d i n g  

to U N H C R ,  f u l l y  c o m p l i a n t  w i t h  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a n d  E u r o p e a n  s t a n d a r d s ;

•  the  p r o v i s i o n  o f  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  s e r v i c e s  is i m p r o v e d  w i t h  the  

c o o p é r â t / o n  o /  a  / o c a /  A G O  ^ a r f / z e r  o /  a ^ a r t  / r o m  f/zc

p h y s i c a l  p r e s e n c e  o f  t r a i n e d  i n t e r p r e t e r s  the  use  o f  t e l e / v i d e o 

c o n f e r e n c e  is e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  the  R e g i o n a l  A s y l u m  P o l i c e  S e r v i c e s ,  

w h i c h  e n h a n c e s  e f f i c i e n c y ;

•  the  t e c h n i c a l  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  the  d e t e n t i o n  c e n t r e s  a n d  i n i t i a l  

r e c e p t i o n  c e n t r e s  h a v e  b e e n  f i n a l i s e d ;

• s t a n d a r d  o p e r a t i n g  p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  r e c e p t i o n  c e n t r e s ,  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  

the  c e n t r e s  a n d  s t a f f i n g  h a v e  b e e n  d r a f t e d  w i t h  th e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  

OAAC/G

.  g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  r e f e r r a l  o f  v u l n e r a b l e  g r o u p s ,  u n a c c o m p a n i e d  m i n o r s  

a n d  a g e  a s s e s s m e n t  h a v e  b e e n  d r a f t e d ;
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•  a s y s t e m  f o r  s c r e e n i n g ,  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  a n d  d a t a  a n a l y s i s  is b e i n g  s e t  

up;

•  a s y s t e m  o f  C o u n t r y  o f  O r i g i n  I n f o r m a t i o n  i n c l u d i n g  t r a i n i n g  in 

C o u n t r y  o f  O r i g i n  I n f o r m a t i o n  is b e i n g  s e t  up, w i t h  th e  a c t i v e  s u p p o r t  

o/

•  a t r a i n i n g  p l a n  b u i l d i n g  on the  E A C  h a s  b e e n  e l a b o r a t e d  u p o n  by  the  

n e w  S e r v i c e s  in c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  E A S O ;

•  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  s i x  E A C  t r a i n i n g  m o d u l e s  in t o  G r e e k ;

•  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  E A S O  t r a i n i n g  o f  s t a f f  o f  n e w  S e r v i c e s .

M o r e  s p e c i f i c a l l y :

•  in F e b r u a r y  2 0 1 2  the  a c t u a l  t r a i n i n g  o f  G r e e k  s t a f f  s t a r t e d .  S i x t e e n  

s t a f f  w e r e  t r a i n e d  in the  E A C  ' I n c l u s i o n '  m o d u l e .  E v a l u a t i o n  o f  th i s  

t r a i n i n g  s e s s i o n  s u p p o r t e d  the  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  th e  l o n g - t e r m  E A C  

t r a i n i n g  p l a n  f o r  G r e e c e  m e n t i o n e d  a b o v e ;

•  a c c o r d i n g l y ,  s e v e r a l  t r a i n i n g  s e s s i o n s  ar e  p l a n n e d  by  J u n e  2012,  

s o m e  o f  t h e m  b e i n g  t r a i n - t h e - t r a i n e r  m o d u l e s .  O ne  t r a i n i n g  s e s s i o n  

w i l l  be  u n d e r t a k e n  by  G r e e k  E A C  c e r t i f i e d  t r a i n e r s  s u p p o r t e d  by  E A C  

c e r t i f i e d  t r a i n e r s  f r o m  the  E A S O  T r a i n e r s  P o o l ;

•  up to 20  G r e e k  t r a i n e r s  w i l l  be t r a i n e d  as  t r a i n e r s  on  the  M o d u l e s  

' I nc lu s i on ' ,  ' I n t e r n a t i o n a l  R e f u g e e  L a w  a n d  H u m a n  R i g h t s '  a n d  

'E v i d e n c e  A s s e s s m e n t ' .  T h is  is the  f i r s t  s t e p  to s e t t i n g  up  a G r e e k  

i n t e r n a i  t r a i n i n g  s y s t e m ;

•  f u r t h e r  t r a i n i n g  m a t e r i a l  is b e i n g  t r a n s l a t e d  in t o  G r e e k  w i t h  the  

a c t i v e  e n g a g e m e n t  o f  s t a f f  o f  the  n e w  S e r v i c e s .

In  M a y  2011 ,  the  E U  C o m m i s s i o n  s t a t e d :  ' F o l l o w i n g  th e  s u b m i s s i o n  o f  

an a c t i o n  p l a n  to the  E u r o p e a n  C o m m i s s i o n  in A u g u s t  201 0 ,  G r e e c e  

has  e m b a r k e d  on  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  o v e r h a u l  o f  i ts  a s y l u m  a n d  m i g r a t i o n  

sy s t e m ,  a n d  has  r e c e i v e d  s u p p o r t  f r o m  the  C o m m i s s i o n ,  th e  M e m b e r
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Sfafes , 7Vorwa_y, fAe G7V77C7f a n d  ofAer 7tG p a r fn ers .  /fsjy/wm TTxperf 

Teams c o o rd zn a fed  A_y fAe 7L4SO are  now  dep/ojyed fAere. /m p o rfa n f

ne w  l e g i s l a t i o n  h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  a d o p t e d  by  G r e e c e  in 2010 ,  a n d  its  

i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  is u n d e r  way .  '

/If fAe JT7/1 Cowncz/ 7 OcfoAer 207  7, fAe E G  Commzsszon r e p o r fed

on the  s t a t e  o f  p l a y  o f  the  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  the  G r e e k  a c t i o n  p l a n .

A s  a m a j o r  a c t o r  in the  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  the  a s y l u m - r e l a t e d  a s p e c t s  o f  

the  G r e e k  A c t i o n  P l a n  a n d  an  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n  w i t h  a 

specz/zc m an d afe  / o r  fAe m onzforzng 0/  fAe zm p/em enfafzon 0/  fAe 79J7  

G en ev a  C onvenfzon, G7V77C7Z m ade fAe /b 7 /o w zn g  g e n e r a /  a s s e s s m e n f  af

the  e n d  o f  2 0 1 1 :

'PFe77 znfo fAe franszfzona/ p e r z o d  a n d  zn fAe s e c o n d  pA ase  0/  fAe

r e fo r m ,  w h i c h  is the  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  the  a d o p t e d  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  G r e e c e  

h a s  a l r e a d y  s i g n i f i c a n t  p r o g r e s s  to p r e s e n t ,  d e s p i t e  the  a d v e r s e  

/W f f f c a f  a n d  econ om ze confexf. PFzfA r e g a r d  fo fAe asjy/wm p r o ced u re ,  

th i s  p r o g r e s s  is n o t e d  m a i n l y  in an  i m p r o v e d  q u a l i t y  o f  the  a s y l u m  

deczszon-ma&zng p r o c e s s ,  zn p ar ffcw /a r  af s e c o n d  znsfance, a s  w e / /  a s  zn 

the  b a c k l o g  c l e a r a n c e ,  w h e r e  a f i r s t  r e v i e w  o f  p e n d i n g  f i l e s  h a s  be e n  

c o m p l e t e d ,  s e p a r a t i n g  a c t i v e  f r o m  n o n - a c t i v e  a p p e a l  ca se s .

H o w e v e r ,  s y s t e m i c  d e f i c i e n c i e s  in th e  G r e e k  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  c o u p l e d  

wzfA con sfrazn fs  zm posed  Ay azzsferzfy measzzres, ren d er  p r o g r e s s  zn 

zmp/emenfafzon 0/  fAe re /brm  m ore cAa77engzng a n d  szgnz/zcanf/y

i m p a c t  on  i t s p a c e .  '

F o r  i ts  p a r t ,  the  E U  C o m m i s s i o n  m a d e  an  e v a l u a t i o n  m i s s i o n  to G r e e c e  

zn D ecem A er 2 0 7 7  and, wAz/e nofzng som e p r o g r e s s  zn cerfazn a rea s ,  as

c o r r o b o r a t e d  by  U N H C R ,  r e p o r t e d  a n u m b e r  o f  s h o r t c o m i n g s .

A l t h o u g h  i m p o r t a n t  s t e p s  h a v e  b e e n  ta ken ,  s u c h  as  th e  a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  

fAe D zrecfo rs  o / f A e  znzfza/ E ecep fzon  Servzce, fAe new ^sy/w m  Eervzce, 

fAe v4ppea7 /4ufAorzf_y a n d  fAe esfaA/zsAmenf 0/  fAese fAree new  servzces

in o f f i c e  f a c i l i t i e s  o f  t h e i r  own,  th e  G r e e k  g o v e r n m e n t  h a d  to e x t e n d  f o r
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a n o t h e r  6 m o n t h s  t i l l  1 J u l y  2 0 1 2  th e  ' t r a n s i t i o n a l  p e r i o d '  —  w h e r e  the  

r u l e s  o f  P r e s i d e n t i a l  D e c r e e  1 1 4 / 2 0 1 0  o f  22  N o v e m b e r  2 0 1 0  s t i l i  a p p l y  

t i l l  the  n e w  s e r v i c e s  are  a b l e  to t a k e  over.

M o r e o v e r ,  du e  to c r o s s - c u t t i n g  i s s u e s  s u c h  as  e x c e e d i n g l y  h e a v y  

n a t i o n a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p r o c e d u r e s  a n d  the  e f f e c t i v e  f r e e z e  on  

r e c r u i t i n g  in th e  S t a t e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  in o r d e r  to m e e t  f i s c a l  

c o n s o l i d a t i o n  ru les ,  the  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  s e v e r a l  e l e m e n t s  o f  the  

A c t i o n  P l a n  r e m a i n  d e l a y e d ,  w i t h  the  m o s t  s e r i o u s  o ne  r e l a t i n g  to the  

s t a f f i n g  o f  the  n e w  s e r v i c e s .  L a c k  o f  c o m p e t e n t  s t a f f  m e a n s  n o t  o n l y  

th a t  t h e i r  s t a r t  o f  o p e r a t i o n s  w i l l  be  f u r t h e r  d e l a y e d ,  b u t  a l s o  t h a t  E U -  

p r o v i d e d  a s s i s t a n c e  by  m e a n s  o f  f u n d i n g  a n d  h u m a n  r e s o u r c e s ,  s u c h  as  

A S T s ,  c a n n o t  be a b s o r b e d  as  e f f e c t i v e l y  as d e s i r e d .

B y  the  e n d  o f  D e c e m b e r  2011 ,  t h e r e  w a s  s t i l i  a l o n g  w a y  to g o  b e f o r e  

the  s i t u a t i o n  c o u l d  be r e g a r d e d  as  c o r r e c t e d  w i t h  r e g a r d  to the  E U  

a c q u i s  on  a s y l u m  a n d  to the  c r i t e r i a  o u t l i n e d  in the  M. S. S. r u l i n g  o f  

the  E C tH R .

O ne  o f  the  m a i n  c o n c e r n s  in 2 0 1 2  r e m a i n s  the  l a c k  o f  G r e e k  s t a f f  a n d  

c o n s e q u e n t l y  the  r i s k  o f  p r o g r e s s ,  in p a r t i c u l a r  the  t r a n s i t i o n  to the  

n e w  a s y l u m  p r o c e d u r e  u n d e r  the  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  the  A s y l u m  S e r v i c e  

a n d  A p p e a l s  C o m m i t t e e  as  w e l l  as  f o r  th e  c o n t i n u i t y .  The  c a p a c i t y  in 

the  a s y l u m  a n d  r e c e p t i o n  S y s t e m s  o f  a M e m b e r  S t a t e  r e m a i n s  in the  e n d  

the  p r i m e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  a M e m b e r  S ta te .  The  s u p p o r t  p r o v i d e d  by  

E A S O  is a n d  h a s  to be  in th i s  r e s p e c t  t e m p o r a r y  by  n a tu r e .

R e g a r d l e s s  the  a b o v e m e n t i o n e d  c h a l l e n g e s  w i t h  r e c r u i t m e n t ,  the  t h r e e  

s e r v i c e s  ar e  a t t r a c t i n g  n e w  s t a f f :  the  A s y l u m  S e r v i c e ,  n o w  a d i r e c t o r  

a n d  13 s t a f f  p l a n s  to r e c r u i t  2 6 2  s t a f f ;  the  I n i t i a l  R e c e p t i o n  S e r v i c e ,  

n o w  a d i r e c t o r  a n d  8 s ta f f ,  p l a n s  to r e c r u i t  40 s t a f f  ( r e g i o n a l  s ta f f )  a n d  

s t a r t  o p e r a t i o n s  on  1 S e p t e m b e r  2 0 1 2 ;  a n d  the  A p p e a l s  A u t h o r i t y  n o w  a 

d i r e c t o r  a n d  o ne  m e m b e r  o f  s t a f f  p l a n s  to r e c r u i t  3 0  s t a f f  a n d  a p p o i n t  

m e m b e r s  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  a p p e a l s  c o m m i t t e e s .
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P a r t  o f  the  s u p p o r t  to th e  G r e e k  a s y l u m  a u t h o r i t i e s  c o m e s  t h r o u g h  E U  

f u n d i n g  a n d  by  a s s i s t i n g  the  a u t h o r i t i e s  in o p t i m i s i n g  the  a p p l i c a t i o n  

a n d  u t i l i s a t i o n  o f  f u n d i n g  w i t h i n  the  G r e e k  b u d g e t  S y s t e m ,  th e  e f f e c t  o f  

a i l  s u p p o r t  w i l l  be  m a g n i f i e d .  O n g o i n g  M e m b e r  S t a t e  a n d  E A S O  

s u p p o r t  h a s  b e e n  s e t  u p ’’.

As soon as fu r the r  r eq u es ted  i n fo rm a t io n  is p r o v id ed  we are go ing  to 
submit  it p ro m p t ly  to the C o m m i t t ee  o f  Min is t e rs .

D im i t r io s  K a lo g i ro s  

A d v i s e r  at the Sta te Lega l  C oun ci l


