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Introduction

1. The European Commission against Racism and Intolerance (ECRI) held its sixth
meeting from 5 to 8 December 1995 at the Palais de FEurope, Strasbourg, with Mr
Frank ORTON (Sweden) in the Chair.

2. The list of participants appears in Appendix I. The agenda as adopted is
contained in Appendix II.

3. This abridged report contains a list of the items discussed and of the decisions
taken at the meeting.
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Items 1 and 2: Opening of the meeting and adoption of the agenda

4. See introduction.

Item 3: Communication by the Secretariat

5. ECRI was informed by the Secretariat concerning recent developments in the
Council of Europe, It took note of the Final Communique of the 97th Session of the
Committee of Ministers (Strasbourg, 9 November 1995) in which the Ministers, inter
Mia, rettewed their encouragement for the work of ECRI and stressed the importance
of co-ordination between the Council of Europe and the European Union in the fight
against raeisrn andNali manifestations of intolerance.

6. BCRJ was alst* informed that the abridged reports of its 5th and 6th meetings A
would both be discussed by the Ministers' Deputies at their 554th meeting (8-11 ^
January 1996).

Item 4: Report on the hearing of the Chair of ECRI with the Ministers* Deputies

7. The Chair made an oral report on his hearing with the Ministers' Deputies in
Strasbourg on 17 October 1995.

Item 5: Discussion on and adoption of a policy document from ECRI

8. ECRI finalised a basic document containing a succinct description of its work
to date, together with its guiding principles and elements pertaining to its future role.

9. The document, a^adogtted by; ECRI, is contained in the Addendum to this
abridged meeting report for transmission to the Committee of Ministers. ECRI apeed
that the document should be declassified for transmission to the Governments and that
it should be made available to anyone who might request it.

Item 6: Exchange of information on the state of progress of work in the country-
by-country working groups (CBC)

10. The eo-ordioators of the CBC working groups of ECRI gave information on the
progress of worJf in the various groups.
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Item 7: Discussion on collecting information on "good practices"

11. The work conducted by ECRI had repeatedly demonstrated that it would be
useful, particularly in relation to the country-by-country approach, to have access to
information on "good practices" providing examples of practical solutions to the
problems identified; accordingly, an in-depth discussion was held concerning possible
methods for collecting such information in order to accumulate a "basket of good
practices".

12. It was agreed to begin work in the matter by asking all members of ECRI to
give two or three examples of "good practices" in their countries. ECRI instructed its
Secretariat to carry out supporting research in order to compile examples of "good
practices" based on work by other Council of Europe bodies dealing with questions of
relevance to the problems of racism and intolerance.

13. ECRI set up a working group whose task would be to analyse by the next
plenary meeting (5-8 March 1996) the material thus collected and to prepare ECRI's
subsequent work on the production of the "basket of good practices".

14. Further to its discussions concerning the collection of information on "good
practices", ECRI held an exchange of views on ways to make the data collected in the
course of its overall work readily accessible, perhaps by means of a database.

15. The discussion concerning a possible database highlighted a number of
categories of information which would be useful for the advancement of ECRI's work
as well as for other European bodies involved in fighting racism and intolerance.

16. The exchange of views also indicated that such a scheme would be dependent
on availability of the financial and human resources needed to carry it out. ECRI
instructed its Secretariat, assisted by two of ECRI's members (Ms LIEBKIND
(Finland) and Mr SICINSKI (Poland)), to make a thorough analysis of all matters
relating to the installation of a possible database and to present it with the findings for
discussion at its next plenary meeting (5-8 March 1996).

Item 8: Discussion on the presentation of the decisions of ECRI based on the
country-by country (CBC) work

17. ECRI held an in-depth discussion on procedures for presenting the results of
country-by-country work. It decided that they would be presented in the form of
country-specific recommendations, ie specific proposals geared to specific
circumstances and addressed to each individual country.
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18. Concerning the presentation of its country-by-country recommendations, ECRI
agreed to present the initial results of its country-by-country work only after
harmonising, finalising and adopting texts on a number of countries.

19. As for those countries which had not replied to the ECRI questionnaire, the
CBC groups responsible for the study of those countries would set a deadline after
which they would commence preparation of recommendations concerning those
countries, even in the absence of a reply to the questionnaire.

20. ECRI recognised that as far as reasonably possible, harmonisation should be
achieved for the results of the country-by-country work. As regards the final
recommendations for each country, it was agreed that the procedure would be to
initiate discussion within ECRI on a draft text for a specific first country and to
harmonise the texts as this discussion proceeded.

•21. ECRI asked each CBC group to complete the review of at least a first and
second country for its next plenary meeting (5-8 March 1996).

22. It was stressed that ECRI's discussion of each draft text should provide the
Secretariat with guidelines for producing a final text to be subsequently submitted to
ECRI.

23. On the basis of a proposal prepared by a working group chaired by Ms Eva
SMITH-ASMUSSEN (Denmark), ECRI held an in-depth discussion on the procedure
to follow when presenting its country-by-country recommendations. The procedure
adopted by ECRI is set out in Appendix III to the present abridged meeting report.

Item 9: Discussion on the texts prepared by the CBC working groups

24. ECRI held an initial discussion on a draft text concerning Finland and ^fc
formulated comments on the text. ^^

Item 10: Working group on draft general recommendations

25. ECRI appointed its working group to prepare draft general recommendations to
be submitted for adoption by the Committee of Ministers.
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26. It was pointed out that these draft general recommendations should be based on
ideas contained in the draft framework Convention against racism submitted by the
Turkish Government and the results of other work by ECRI, and that the working
group should draw inspiration in particular from the document on the guiding
principles of ECRI and from the country-by-country reports when preparing more
specific and concrete recommendations in those areas which it identified as being the
most important. The working group should especially identify those areas where
transversal questions arise, calling for common European solutions.

27. It was agreed that this working group should identify the areas in question for
the next plenary meeting of ECRI (5-8 March 1996) and submit proposals for its future
activities, with a view to receiving terms of reference from ECRI.

Item 11: Co-operation with the Consultative Commission on "Racism and
Xenophobia" of the European Union in the context of the establishment of a
European Observatory on Racism and Xenophobia

28. The Chair and the Secretariat reported on the contacts with the Consultative
Commission on "Racism and Xenophobia" of the European Union concerning the
feasibility study for the European Observatory on Racism and Xenophobia, which the
Consultative Commission had been instructed to carry out in close co-operation with
the Council of Europe.

29. ECRI firmly reiterated the importance of viewing this Observatory as a "joint
venture" between the Council of Europe and the European Union.

Item 12: Preparation of ECRTs 1996 programme of activities

30. On the basis of the discussions held at its 5th and 6th meetings, ECRI drew up,
subject to budgetary considerations, a provisional timetable for its activities in 1996.
This timetable is contained in Appendix IV to this abridged meeting report. The
composition of the various working groups set up by ECRI is also included.

Item 13: Contacts established with other committees of the Council of Europe
interested in the questions dealt with by ECRI

31. ECRI held a brief exchange of views with the Chair of the Higher Education
and Research Committee (CC-HER), who informed it of the conclusions of the 1995
Forum Role Conference on "higher education for tolerance in Europe" held in
Ljubljana on 18-20 October 1995. Following this exchange of views with the Chair of
the CC-HER, ECRI agreed, subject to a further decision to be taken by the CC-HER,
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that it would be expedient to set up a joint working group comprising respectively two
or three members of ECRI and the CC-HER with a view to fostering the establishment
of a network for research institutions and the like on questions linked to racism and
intolerance.

32. The Secretary of the European Committee on Migration (CDMG) provided
ECRI with information about recent developments in the activities of this committee.
The importance of cross-fertilisation between work carried out by ECRI and by the
CDMG was stressed.

Item 14: Information on the European Youth Campaign against Racism,
Xenophobia, Antisemitism and Intolerance

33. ECRI was informed by the Director of the European Youth Campaign against
Racism, Xenophobia, Antisemitism and Intolerance on activities planned for the
evaluation and follow-up stage of the Campaign, and held an exchange of views on
this subject.

Item 15: Other business

34. ECRI held an exchange of views on the question of encouraging follow-up to
its detailed report on the reinforcement of the non-discrimination clause (Article 14)
of the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR). ECRI stressed the importance
it attached to the follow-up that the Committee of Ministers would give to the request
formulated by ECRI at its 5th meeting (26-29 September 1995): that terms of reference
be given to an appropriate Council of Europe body explicitly requesting it to prepare
a draft additional Protocol to the ECHR, as ECRI was convinced that such a Protocol
was both desirable and feasible. Moreover, ECRI reiterated its readiness to co-operate
with the body instructed by the Committee of Ministers to prepare the draft additional
Protocol.
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APPENDIX I

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

Albanie / Albania

Mr Esat MYFTARI, Director, Diaspora Department, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, TIRANA
Tel: (355) 42 346 52
Fax: (355) 42 347 94

Andorre / Andorra

Autriche / Austria

Dr Stefan KARNER, Institut fur Wirtschafts- und Sozialgeschichte, Universitat Graz, Universitatsplatz 4,
8010 GRAZ
Tel: (43) 316 380 3521/316 8225 000
Fax: (43) 316 8225 0033/822 500 33

Mr Klaus FABJAN, Bundesministerium fur auswartige Angelegenheiten, Referat 1.7 a, Ballhausplatz 1,
1014 WIEN
Tel: (43) 1 53 115 35 12
Fax: (43) 1 53 185 212

Belgique / Belgium

(Excusee/Apologised)
Madame Paula D'HONDT-VAN OPDENBOSCH, Ministre d'Etat, Ancienne Commissaire Royale a la
politique des Immigres, F. Van Hoeymissenstraat, 7, 9450 HAALTERT
Tel: (32) 53 83 66 66
Fax: (32) 53 83 01 14

M. Frangois SANT'ANGELO, collaborateur au Centre pour 1'Egalite des Chances et la Lutte centre le Racisme,
Residence Palace, Rue de la Loi, 155, 1040 BRUXELLES
Tel: (32) 2 233 07 40
Fax: (32) 2 233 07 04

Melle Nathalie GORMAN, Secretaire d'Administration, Ministere de la Justice beige, Boulevard de Waterloo
115, 1000 BRUXELLES
Tel: (32) 2 542 71 15
Fax: (32) 2 538 70 08

Bulgarie / Bulgaria

Monsieur Luben KOULICHEV, Conseiller du President de PAssemblee Nationale, Assemblee Nationale de
la Republique de Bulgarie, Place Naredno Sobranie i, SOFIA
Tel: (359) 2 8501
Fax: (359) 2 88 18 24
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Chypre / Cyprus

Mr Nikos EMILIOU, 34 Goring Road, New Southgate, LONDON Nil 2DD
Tel: (44) 181 888 8536
Fax: (44) 181 883 5058

Republique Tcheque / Czech Republic

Ms Marie SORMOVA, Legal Adviser at the Human Rights Office International Law Department, Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Loretanske Nam. 5, 125 10 PRAGUE 1
Tel: (422) 2418 2264
Fax: (422) 2418 2038

Danemark / Denmark

Professor Eva SMITH ASMUSSEN, Retsvidenska, belige Institut A, Studiestraede 6,1455 COPENHAGEN K
Tel: (45) 35 32 31 46
Fax: (45) 35 32 32 03 ^

Estonie / Estonia

Mrs Aino LEPIK, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Legal Department, Head of Human Rights Division, Tallinn,
Ravala pst. 9, 0100 TALLINN
Tel: (372) 6 317 400
Fax: (372) 6 317 099

Finlande / Finland

Professor Karmela LIEBKIND, University of Helsinki, Department of Social Psychology, Fabianinkatu 28,
P.O.B. 4, 00014 HELSINGIN YLIOPISTO
Tel: (358) 0 1912 3280
Fax: (358) 0 1912 2973

France

Madame Martine VALDES-BOULOUQUE, Premier Substitut du Procureur de la Republique aupres du
Tribunal de Grande Instance de Paris , Palais de Justice, 2-4 Boulevard du Palais, 75001 PARIS ^^
Tel: (33) 1 44 32 56 16 W
Fax: (33) 1 44 32 51 05

Allemagne / Germany

Dr Jens MEYER-LADEWIG, Ministerialdirigent, Bundesministerium der Justiz, Heinemannstrasse 6,
53115 BONN
Tel: (49) 228 58 44 40
Fax: (49) 228 58 45 25

Mr Jiirgen HABERLAND, Ministerialrat, Bundesministerium des Innern (Head of Section, Federal Ministry of
the Interior), Graurheindorfer Strasse 198, 53117 BONN
Tel: (49) 228 681 38 92
Fax: (49) 228 681 51 03
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Grece / Greece

Mr Nikos FRANGAKIS, Secretary General of the Hellenic League on Human Rights, 6, Kriezotou Street,
10671 ATHENS
Tel: (30) 1 36 32 671 / 1 36 26 888
Fax: (30) 1 36 31 631

Hongrie / Hungary

Mr Karoly BARD, Deputy Secretary of State of the Ministry of Justice, Pf. 54, Szalay U. 16,1363 BUDAPEST
Tel: (36) 1 302 1281
Fax: (36) 1 3117 852

Islande / Iceland

Mrs Berglind ASGEIRSDOTTIR, Felagsmalaraduneyti, Ministry of Social Affairs, Hafnarhus 150,
REYKJAVIK
Tel: (354) 560 91 00
Fax: (354) 55 24 804

Irlande / Ireland

Mr Richard HUMPHREYS, Special Adviser to the Minister for Equality and Law Reform, Dun Aimhirgin,
43-49 Mespil Road, DUBLIN 4
Tel: (353) 1 667 03 44
Fax: (353) 1 667 03 69

Italic / Italy

(Excuse/Apologised)
Monsieur le Professeur Paolo UNGARI, Presidente della Commissione di Diritti Umani della Presidenza del
Consiglio dei Ministri, Palazzo Chigi, Piazza Colonna, 370, 00187 ROMA
Tel: (39) 67 79 35 18 / 68 30 72 70
Fax: (39)6474 11 67

Lettonie / Latvia

Mrs Ruta MARJASA, Advisor to the Ministry of Justice, Valdemara 106-108 / 61, 1013 RIGA
Tel: (371-2) 2 372 242

Liechtenstein

Monsieur Hans BRUNHART, Ancien Chef du Gouvernement, Euroconsult AG, Bahnhofstrasse 16, 9494
SCHAAN
Tel: (41) 75 233 10 90
Fax: (41) 75 233 37 41

Mme Christine STEHRENBERGER, Representant Permanent Adjoint de la Principaute de Liechtenstein aupres
du Conseil de 1'Europe, Amt fur Auswartige Angelegenheiten, Heiligkreuz 14, 9490 VADUZ
Tel: (41) 75 236 60 58
Fax: (41) 75 236 60 59



CM(95)166 - 10 -

Lituanie / Lithuania

Mr Vladimir YARMOLENKO, Member of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 53 Gediminas Ave, 2002
VILNIUS
Tel: (370) 2 61 36 55
Fax: (370) 2 22 45 25

Luxembourg

(Excuse/Apologised)
Monsieur Roger LINSTER, Ambassadeur, ler Conseiller de Gouvernement, Ministere des Affaires Etrangeres,
5, rue Notre Dame, 2240 LUXEMBOURG
Tel: (352) 478 23 03
Fax: (352) 22 19 89

M. Victor WEITZEL, Attache de presse, Ministere des Affaires Etrangeres, 5 Rue Notre Dame,
2240 LUXEMBOURG
Tel: (352) 478 23 42
Fax: (352) 22 19 89

Malte / Malta

Dr Godwin MUSCAT-AZZOPARDI, Judge, Taize, Wied II-Qlejja, Mosta MST II, VALLETTA
Tel: (356) 41 66 80/43 74 47/311 655
Fax: (356) 33 82 76

Moldova

Pays-Bas / Netherlands

Mr Willem MIJNSSEN, Ministerie van Justitie - Directie Wetgeving,, Schedeldoekshaven 100, Postbus 20301,
2500 EH DEN HAAG
Tel: (31) 70 370 7859
Fax: (31) 70 370 7519

Norvege / Norway

Mr Fetter DREFVELIN, Director General, Ministry of Local Government and Labour, P.O. Box 8112 Dep,
0032 OSLO
Tel: (47) 22 34 71 70
Fax: (47) 22 34 95 48

Pologne / Poland

Professor Andrzej SICINSKI, Institute of Philosophy and Sociology, Polish Academy of Sciences, ul. Nowy
Swiat 72, 00 330 WARSZAWA
Tel: (48) 2 614 46 53
Fax: (48) 22 26 71 81 / 22 26 78 23

•
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Monsieur Fernando FERREIRA RAMOS, Procuradoria-Geral da Republica, Rua da Escola Politecnica, 140,
1000 LISBOA
Tel: (351) 1 395 52 96 / 1 395 10 39
Fax: (351) 1 397 52 55

Roumanie / Romania

Monsieur Valeriu STOICA, Charge de cours a la Faculte de Droit de Bucarest, Calea Victoriei nr 1-5, Scara
B. Etaj 7, Appartament 83, 70411 BUCAREST, Secteur 3
Tel: (40) 1 312 32 35
Fax: (40) 1 312 32 35

Saint-Marin / San Marino

(Excusee/Apologised)
Madame Federica BIGI, Ministere des Affaires Etrangeres de Saint Marin, Direction des Affaires Politiques,
Palazzo Begni, 47031 REP. SAN MARINO
Tel: (378) 88 23 14
Fax: (378) 99 20 18

Slovaquie / Slovakia

Professor Juraj SVEC, Rector of the University Comenius, Safarikovo nam. 6, 818 06 BRATISLAVA
Tel: (42) 7 304 111
Fax: (42) 7 363 836

Slovenie / Slovenia

Mrs Alenka PUHAR, Journalist-Publicist, Malejeva 23, 61000 LJUBLJANA
Tel: (386) 61 13 18 255
Fax: (386) 61 302 339

Espagne / Spain

Mrs Maria Jose DIAZ-AGUADO, Departamento de psicologia evolutiva y de la education, Universidad
Complutense, Campus de Somosaguas, 28223 MADRID
Tel: (34) 1 394 30 83
Fax: (34) 1 394 31 89

M. Pablo FALCON, c/Jose Ortega y Gasset 8, 28006 MADRID
Tel: (34) 1 575 19 24

Suede / Sweden

Mr Frank ORTON, Ombudsman against Ethnic Discrimination, Birger Jarls torg 7, Riddarholmen, 103 33
STOCKHOLM
Tel: (46) 8 23 74 50
Fax: (46) 8 21 74 14
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Suisse / Switzerland

Monsieur le Professeur Joseph VOYAME, 1, avenue du Pequie, 2874 SAINT-BRAIS
Tel: (41) 66 58 41 42
Fax: (41) 66 58 42 19

"L'ex-Republique yougoslave de Macedoine" / "The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia"

Turquie / Turkey

Professor Dr. Rona AYBAY, President, Aybay Foundation for Legal Studies, Siraselviler cad. n° 87, Yeni
Hayat Apt. Kat 1, Taksim, 80060 ISTANBUL
Tel: (90) 212 245 57 35 / 212 243 44 76
Fax: (90) 212 245 39 49

Ukraine

Royaume-Uni / United Kingdom

Ms Marian FITZGERALD, Home Office, Room 261, Queen Anne's Gate, LONDON SW1H 9AT
Tel: (44) 1 71 2733547
Fax: (44) 1 71 2220211

Assemblee parlementaire / Parliamentary Assembly

Commission des questions juridiques et des droits de I'homme/Committee on Legal Questions and Human Rights

(Excuse/Apologised)
Monsieur Jose Luis LOPES HENARES, Senateur, Velazquez 11, 28001 MADRID
Tel: (34) 1 91 538 12 10 / 1 91 538 12 11
Fax: (34) 1 91 538 15 87 ^

Commission de la culture et de I'education/Committee on Culture and Education

(Excusee/Apologised)
Mrs Josephine VERSPAGET, Deputy, Postbus 20018, 2500 EA THE HAGUE
Fax: (31) 70 318 27 97

Commission des questions politiques/Committee on Political Affairs

(Excuse/Apologised)
Mr Andras BARSONY, Vice-President of the Parliamentary Assembly to the Council of Europe, Hungarian "
Parliament, Kossuth ter 1-3, 1055 BUDAPEST
Tel: (36) 1 268 56 07
Fax: (36) 1 268 59 53 *
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Congres des pouvoirs locaux et regionaux de 1'Europe / Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of
Europe

(Excuse/Apologised)
Monsieur Gianfranco MARTINI, Segretario Generale dell'Associazione Italiana del Consiglio dei Communi
e Regioni d'Europa, Piazza Trevi 86, 00187 ROMA
Tel: (39) 6 69940461
Fax: (39) 6 6793275

(Excusee/Apologised)
Mrs Gulay ATIG, Mayor of Sisli, Sisli Belediyesi, Sisli, ISTANBUL
Tel: (90) 212 288 98 39/40/41/42
Fax: (90) 212 288 98 39/40/41/42

Commission des Communautes Europeennes/Commission of the European Community

Madame Annette BOSSCHER, Chef de Division Direction Generale V/D/4, 4, rue de la Loi, 200,
1049 BRUXELLES
Tel: (32) 2 295 10 52
Fax: (32) 2 295 18 99

Observateurs/Observers:

Saint-Sieee/Holy See:

(Excuse/Apologised)
Monsieur Joel-Benoit d'ONORIO, Directeur du Departement des Sciences juridiques et morales, Institut
Portalis, 3, avenue Robert Schuman, 13628 AIX EN PROVENCE Cedex 1
Tel: (33) 42 20 56 65
Fax: (33) 42 64 03 96

Federation de Russie I Russian Federation:

Mr Mark ENTINE, Doctor in international law and human rights, Visiting Professor of the Moscow University
of international relations, 1st Director-deputy, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Department on European Co-
operation, 32/34 Smolenskaya Sennaya, 121019 MOSCOU
Tel: (7) 095 244 34 58
Fax: (7) 098 244 43 38

Secretariat:

Mme Isil CACHET, Administratrice, Direction des Droits de 1'Homme, Secretaire de la Commission
europeenne contre le racisme et Tintolerance/Administrator, Human Rights Directorate, Secretary of the European
Commission against Racism and Intolerance. Conseil de 1'Europe, 67075 STRASBOURG Cedex, France
Tel: (33) 88 41 23 48 Fax: (33) 88 41 27 93

Ms Louise BLACKWELL, Assistante Administrative/Administrative Assistant
Tel: (33) 88 41 29 59 Fax: (33) 88 41 27 93

Mr Frank STEKETEE, Direction des Droits de PHomme/Human Rights Directorate, Conseil de F Europe,
67075 STRASBOURG Cedex, France
Tel: (33) 88 41 20 00 poste/extension 3961
Fax: (33) 88 41 27 93
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APPENDIX II

CM(95)166

Agenda

1. Opening of the meeting

2. Adoption of the agenda

Working documents

Draft agenda
Annotations to the draft agenda

3. Communication by the Secretariat

4. Report on the hearing of the Chair
of ECRI with the Ministers' Deputies

Working document

Annotations to the draft agenda

5. Discussion on and adoption of a
policy document from ECRI

Working documents

Annotations to the draft agenda
Abridged report of the 5th meeting of ECRI

6. Exchange of information on the state of progress
of work in the country-by-country working groups (CBC)

Working document

Annotations to the draft agenda

7. Discussion on collecting information
on "good practices"

Working document

Annotations to the draft agenda

8. Discussion on the presentation of ECRI's decisions
based on the country-by-country (CBC) work

Working documents

Annotations to the draft agenda
Report of the 5th meeting of ECRI

[ECRI (95) OJ 3 prov.]
[CRI (95) 25]

[CRI (95) 25]

[CRI (95) 25]
[CRI (95) 22]

[CRI (95) 25]

[CRI (95) 25]

[CRI (95) 25]
[CRI (95) 23]
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9. Discussion on the texts prepared by the
CBC working groups

Working documents

Annotations to the draft agenda [CRI (95) 25]
Document containing the texts prepared by the
CBC working groups [CRI (95) 24]

10. Working group on draft general recommandations

Working documents

Annotations to the draft agenda [CRI (95) 25]
Report of the 5th meeting of ECRI [CRI (95) 23]

11. Co-operation with the Consultative Commission
on "Racism and Xenophobia" of the European Union
in the context of the establishment of a
European Observatory on Racism and Xenophobia

Working document

Annotations to the draft agenda [CRI (95) 25]

12. Elaboration of the programme of activities for 1996

Working documents

Annotations to the draft agenda [CRI (95) 25]
Report of the 5th meeting of ECRI [CRI (95) 23]

13. Contacts established with other committees of the
Council of Europe interested in the questions
dealt with by ECRI

Working document

Annotations to the draft agenda [CRI (95) 25]

14. Information on the European Youth Campaign
against racism, xenophobia, antisemitism
and intolerance

15. Other business
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APPENDIX III

PROCEDURE CONCERNING
COUNTRY-SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATIONS

1. PREPARATION OF PRELIMINARY DRAFT COUNTRY-SPECIFIC
RECOMMENDATIONS IN COUNTRY-BY-COUNTRY WORKING GROUPS (CBC
GROUPS)

Task of CBC group: to prepare, on the basis of a variety of information, preliminary
Draft Country-specific Recommendations for ECRI.

Composition of CBC group: each group consists of four or five ECRI members, none
of whom are nationals of the countries being examined by that CBC group.

- • Working methods of CBC group: each CBC group develops its own working methods,
which will nevertheless include the following. Regarding sources of information, the
CBC group takes into account information provided in the reply of the government
of the member State to ECRI's questionnaire, if received, and prepares a bibliography
of other sources. The CBC group is at liberty to contact NGOs and others in the
course of its work, but shall not transmit the Draft Country-specific Recommendations
to anyone outside ECRI. The ECRI member from the member State concerned is
invited to provide his or her comments before the preliminary Draft Country-specific
Recommendations are transmitted to ECRI.

2. DISCUSSION AND AGREEMENT ON DRAFT COUNTRY-SPECIFIC
RECOMMENDATIONS BY ECRI

ECRI aims to arrive at a consensus concerning the Draft Country-specific
Recommendations. Where this is not possible, decisions are taken by vote. No
dissenting opinions are recorded.

3. TRANSMISSION OF DRAFT COUNTRY-SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE
GOVERNMENT OF THE MEMBER STATE CONCERNED

Draft Country-specific Recommendations are sent directly to the government of the
member State concerned by the Chair of ECRI via the Permanent Representative of
that member State in Strasbourg.

Draft Country-specific Recommendations are accompanied by a covering letter and
an appendix.
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The covering letter includes the following items:

a. The government of the member State is invited to submit its written
observations concerning the Draft Country-specific Recommendations to ECRI
within a time-limit of four months. The government may request a two-
month extension of this time-limit.

b. It is indicated that if written observations are received from the government
of the member State, ECRI will take these into consideration when preparing
its Final Country-specific Recommendations.

c. It is indicated that the written observations by the government of the member
State will, if and to the extent that the government of the member State
concerned so wishes, be published as an appendix to the Final Country-
specific Recommendations.

d. It is indicated that if no written observations are received within the time-
limit, ECRI will assume that the information in the Draft Country-specific
Recommendations is correct and that the government of the member State
does not wish to comment on the Draft Country-specific Recommendations.
It is stated that ECRI, following the expiry of the set time-limit, considers
itself at liberty to publish its Draft Country-specific Recommendations as
Final Country-specific Recommendations.

e. The government of the member State is requested to nominate a National
Liaison Officer, who should be based in the country concerned and who
should not be the member of ECRI from the member State concerned. The
National Liaison Officer is to be the point of contact between ECRI (or its
subordinate bodies) and the government of the member State.

f. It is indicated that the National Liaison Officer may be requested by ECRI (or
its subordinate bodies) to clarify, where necessary, any written observations
made by the government of the member State. Furthermore, it is stated that
the National Liaison Officer may be consulted concerning the publication of
the written observations submitted by the government of the member State.

g. It is stressed that strict confidentiality has been observed and will be observed
by ECRI until the time of publication of the Final Country-specific
Recommendations. This also implies that the Draft Country-specific
Recommendations for a member State will not be brought to the attention of
other member States of the Council of Europe.

The appendix to the Draft Country-specific Recommendations will include the
following items:

General information concerning ECRI and its country-by-country approach and a
description of this Procedure concerning Country-specific Recommendations.
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4. IF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE MEMBER STATE SUBMITS WRITTEN
OBSERVATIONS:

(i) THE CBC GROUP TAKES THE WRITTEN OBSERVATIONS INTO
CONSIDERATION AND PREPARES DRAFT FINAL COUNTRY-SPECIFIC
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ECRI

Where necessary, the CBC group shall seek clarification from the National
Liaison Officer on the written observations submitted by the government of
the member State concerned.

The National Liaison Officer shall be consulted regarding the publication of
the written observations submitted by the government of the member State,
in the light of any changes that the CBC group may propose to the draft Final
Country-specific Recommendations as a result of these written observations.

(ii) DISCUSSION AND AGREEMENT ON FINAL COUNTRY-SPECIFIC
RECOMMENDATIONS BY ECRI

ECRI aims to arrive at a consensus concerning the Final Country-specific
Recommendations. Where this is not possible, decisions are taken by vote.
No dissenting opinions are recorded.

If appropriate, consultation may take place with the National Liaison Officer
in order to obtain further clarification.

(iii) ECRI DECIDES ON TIMING OF PUBLICATION

IF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE MEMBER STATE DOES NOT SUBMIT WRITTEN
OBSERVATIONS:

(i) ECRI DECIDES ON TIMING OF PUBLICATION

5. PUBLICATION

ECRI decides on modalities.

6. FOLLOW-UP

ECRI decides on modalities.
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APPENDIX IV

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE OF MEETINGS IN 1996
(Subject to the availability of budgetary resources)

Plenary meetings of ECRI

7th plenary meeting:
8th plenary meeting:
9th plenary meeting:
10th plenary meeting:

Bureau

2 days in February 1996 (Paris Office)
2 days in June 1996 (Paris office)

Working group on "basket of good practices"

This group will hold 2 meetings in 1996

Date and place of the first meeting:

5-8 March 1996
3-7 June 1996
30 September - 4 October 1996
2-6 December 1996

12-13 February 1996 (Paris Office)

Composition: Ms ASGEIRSDOTTIR (Iceland), Mr AYBAY (Turkey), Mr DREFVELIN (Norway), Mr
HABERLAND (Germany), Mr HUMPHREYS (Ireland), Mr MUSCAT-AZZOPARDI (Malta),
Mr SANT'ANGELO (Belgium)

Chair: Ms ASGEIRSDOTTIR (Iceland)

Working group on draft general recommendations

This group will hold 2 meetings in 1996

Date and place of the first meeting: 27-28 February 1996 (Paris Office)

Composition: Mr EMILIOU (Cyprus), Ms MARJASA (Latvia), Mr MEYER-LADEWIG (Germany), Mr
MIJNSSEN (Netherlands), Mr SANT'ANGELO (Belgium), Mr SICINSKI (Poland), Ms
SMITH-ASMUSSEN (Denmark), Ms VALDES-BOULOUQUE (France),

Chair: Mr MEYER-LADEWIG (Germany)
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Country-by-country working groups (CBC)

Each CBC working group will hold 2 meetings in 1996

Composition of the CBC working groups*:

CBC 1: Mr FRANGAKIS (Greece)
Mrs ASGEIRSDOTTIR (Iceland)
Mr ORTON (Sweden)
Mr STOICA (Romania)

CBC 2: Mr KOULICHEV (Bulgaria)
Mrs BIGI (San Marino)
Mr BRUNHART (Liechtenstein)
Mr VOYAME (Switzerland)

CBC 3: Mr MUSCAT-AZZOPARDI (Malta)
Mr BARD (Hungary)
Mr DREFVELIN (Norway)
Mrs MARJASA (Latvia)
Mrs PUHAR (Slovenia)

CBC 4: Mrs VALDES-BOULOUQUE (France)
Mrs D'HONDT-VAN OPDENBOSCH (Belgium)
Mr FERREIRA RAMOS (Portugal)
Mr UNGARI (Italy)

CBC 5: Mr AYBAY (Turkey)
Mrs DIAZ-AGUADO (Spain)
Mr HUMPHREYS (Ireland)
Mr YARMOLENKO (Lithuania)

CBC 6: Mrs SMITH-ASMUSSEN (Denmark)
Mr EMILIOU (Cyprus)
Mr SICINSKI (Poland)
Ms SORMOVA (Czech Republik)

CBC 7: Mr MEYER-LADEWIG (Germany)
Ms FITZGERALD (United Kingdom)
Mrs LEPIK (Estonia)
Mr LINSTER (Luxembourg)
Mr MYFTARI (Albania)

CBC 8: Mr MIJNSSEN (Netherlands)
Mr KARNER (Austria) •
Mrs LIEBKIND (Finland)
Mr SVEC (Slovakia)

The names of co-ordinators are underlined.


