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Goals of the project

e Provideanillustrative collation of existing YL descriptors developed and
validated by professionals across 15 member states, which can inform
development of further YL ELPs, descriptors and curricula

* Through this meta-analysis of existing YL descriptors, identify:

- CEFR illustrative descriptors that are well represented by the collated
sample, indicating key areas for lifelonglearning pathways

- ldentify illustrative descriptors in the CEFR/CV that are relevantor
developing further descriptors for the age groups represented
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Theoretical assumptions

performance and repertoire of
communicative activities is not
linear

The CEFR illustrative descriptors
are not intended to be age
specific

* Improvementin language
[ J

e Featuresof YLcan do
descriptors can reflect typical
domains and communicative
needs according to age, and

Literacy, socio-cognitive development show coherence with the CEFR

and maturity illustrative scales

Communicative & linguistic competences

and activities Pre-A1 to C2
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Project structure

Collator/
rater

Tunde Szabo

Supervisory
sounding board




"> | COUNCILOF EUROPE

CONSEIL DE LEUROPE

CONSEIL DEAEUROPE -

Sources of collated descriptors for young learners 1/2

Selection
* 35 sourcescollated, from 19 countries

e 19 sourcesselected, developed in different contextsin altogether
13 countries

 prioritisation of both relevance and diversity of a representative
selection

Types of sources selected / included
* 6 age-relevant ELPs from 2004 CoE Bank

* 9 more ELPs developed 2001-2012 (incl. IEF Lingualevel and IILT
Irish primary and post-primary)
* 4 sets of Cambridge English Can Do Statements
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Sources of collated descriptors for young learners 2/2

Collated sources: Stages of cognitive development indicated in in
Source 345 617 8 910111 1213 14 15116 the literature (after Piaget)
Etﬁﬁ:ﬁi?ﬁiﬁ" ! ! ' Pre-operational |2-6/7 e Self-orientated

e Egocentric
Concrete 6/7 - e Morethan one
Operational 11/12 viewpoint

° No abstract

ELP 55.2008 — Switzerland
ELP 52.2007 — Latvia
ELP 51.2203 — Spain

problems

e Considersome
e e outcomes
ELP 102 2005 — Belgium
ELP 79.2006 — Turkey
W Formal 11/12+ |e  Abstractthinking
ELF 522002 — Poland Operational ° Theoretical
ELP 63.2004 — Austria .
ELP 902007 — Germany reasonlng

ELP 105.2010 — Albania

ELP §9.2005 — ltahy (adapted from muskingum.edu)

ELP 8672005 — Switzerland

Guideline age categories

\
= 7-10 and 11-15
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Evaluations of relevance of CEFR illustrative
descriptors to the two age groups collated

YL descriptors aligned accordingto level/task relevance

e Comments entered concerning relevance of each CEFR
illustrative descriptor to each age group

Standardised wording of relevance comments, with occasional
adaptationsas required

Choices of:

- Relevant (to the age group)

- Partially relevant (+ comment)

- Not relevant— too challenging (either cognitively or socially)

Inclusion of new CEFR scales / descriptors in evaluation process
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Documents produced (in parallel to Companion Volume)

Global reference

document organised

Note! Updated by scale
versions with finalised
CEFR/CV descriptors
due March 2018

Both age groups, mappedto
full extended set of CEFR
descriptors, incl. not
relevant

Ages 11-15 mapped
& filtered by level

Ages 7-10 mapped &
filtered by level

Only relevant/ partially Only relevant/ partially
relevantdescriptors, relevantdescriptors,
organised by CEFR level organised by CEFR level
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Whereto find the documents:
https://www.coe.int/en/web/common-european-
framework-reference-languages/bank-of-
supplementary-descriptors

Common European Framework of Reference

.~ COUNCIL OF EUROPE
e or o for Languages (CEFR)

Home Introduction * Purpo es = Levels = L¢ arning, Teaching, Assessment v Tests/Examinations v Resources =

You are here:  Democracy ommon European Wyggework of Refereg r Languages (CEFR) Levels

Bank of Supplementary descriptors

It is important to distinguish between four fundamentally
different types of descriptions:

1. scaled descriptors, i.e. descriptors which belong to a common scale. Examples

000060

of such descriptors are: the descriptors in the Self-assessment grid, the Global

scale, and the Illustrative scales contained in chapters 4 and 5 of the Common

CEFR

European Framework of Reference;
Common European Framework

of Reference for Languages

2. descriptors of language proficiency and language competence that can clearly be www.coe.int/lang-CEFR

related to scaled descriptors and which allow for comparisons between learner

competences, examination levels etc. and the Common reference levels;
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Document format for 7-10 and 11-15 filtered collations

Section for CEFR level Assessed relevance of the

band and sub sections CEFR descriptors for the given age etoun. level
for each CEFR scale adaptation to the age group 5 5 g' B

and CEFR descriptor
represented L

Collated YL descriptors for

Levels Pre-A1/ A1

CEFR Descriptor (2015 Extended Set) Relevance for adaptationte | Aceredited/registered ELP can-do statements
ages 7-10 ages 7-10
Communicative Language Activities and CommunicativeLanguage Activities
Strategies
SpokenReception Spoken Reception
OVERALL LISTENING COMPREHENSION OVERALL LISTENING COMPREHENSION
Al Al
Can follow speechthatis very slowand carefully articulated, withlong | Relevant | can understand a simple description of a room (e.g. my classroom, my bedroom). [118.2010-3L0/8-100

pauses forhim/her to assimilate meaning . . i o .
| can understand a very simple description of an object (e.q. its size, colourand location). [118.2010-SLOME-10]

| can follow a short storyif | listento it and look atit several times. [118.2010-SLO6-10]

| can understand when people speak slowly, clearly, andwith pauses, sol havetime to figure aut the meaning of what
is said. [86.2007-ARME-10]

| can understand simpleand short songs andrhymes, e.g. songs and rhymes | got to know at school. [94.2008-
AUSE-10]

| can understand when someonespeaks about animalsinsimple, shor sentences, e.g. Atiger lives inthe jungle.
[24.2008-AUS/E-10]

| can understand when someonespeaks about the weather insimple, short sentences, e.g. Todayitis coldandit's
snowing. [24.2008-AUSME-10]

| can understand a simple, short role-play, e.q9. a corversation between teacher and pupil. [94.2008-AU5/8-10]
| can understand a simple andshort story with illustratiors, .g. an animal story. [24.2008-AU5/8-10]

Can recognise concrete information (e.g. places andtimes) onfamiliar | Relevant | can perform theactions to a song or story as | hearit. [118.2010-S0L0/E-10]
topics encountered in evenyday life, provided it is delivered in slow and
Clearspecch rydaylife, p I can drawcharacters, objects and everts from a storyas | hearit. [118.2010-SLO/-10]

| can understand some ofthe things that the teacher says inclass andthe names for things intheschool. [11.2001-
IE/PRI]

1 pram inAdarctand whon cnmannag Aoerribhoe hichar bnmaincimnla chatcardanrac a n Thalbridtridanicnowtds fho
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Potential uses of the document

* Exploiting these collated YL descriptors to inform
local development of course aims / outcomes
within each age group illustrated

* Developing your own YL descriptors / learning aims
from CEFR/CV descriptors that are relevant to the
age group / learning context



COUNCIL OF EUROPE

COUNCIL OF EUROPE
CONSEIL DE L'EUROPE

CONSEIL DE UEUROPE

Estonia - Estonke
Talinn

ush

(AR E

Armania - Arménie France Maita - Malto

m. DY

Jon Moyen

/’j :

] vy &o"‘““‘l

e g gar®

Cauch Republic Latvia - Leticeie Aomania - Roumanis Ukraing ' ..
République Tchoque Rga axhases - Wcarets ot ‘(Q-,,h
Pusge ~ -
I B N L7
- >
Denmark - Daremark. L F Urined Kingaam
o o gz frovyy Fied rathonn de Ruikile Rayaurme-Lini
st M London- Lonhes 4%
s v
TS Algeria P '-1.,"-‘"’
M Tunisia Med
o i SEeeeo

g:w» AS

47 MEMBER STATES
47 ETATS MEMBRES

12

§

o
-~
e

tes¢ekku |BY;

Hongo

inderit g brigado
”ank you

harlsto



COUNCH OF EUROPE

COUNCIL OF EUROPE

CONSEIL DEAXEUROPE

CONSEIL DELEUROPE. .~ -

Selected References / Readings

CAMERON, L. 2001. Teaching Languages to Young Learners. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press

COUNCIL OF EUROPE, 2001. The Common European Framework of Reference for Languages: Learning, teaching, assessment.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press

FIGUERAS, N., 2012. The impact of the CEFR ELT Journal, 66(4), pp. 477-485.

HASSELGREEN, A. with Blomqvist, P, Erichsen, M., Grahn-Saarinen, A., Holm-Larsen, S., Kalédaité, V., & Thorlacius, H., 2003. The
Bergen Can Do Project. Strasbourg: Council of Europe Language Policy Division

LITTLE, D., 2012. The European Language Portfolio: history, key concerns, future prospects. In: B. KUHN and M. CAVANA, eds,
Perspectives from the European Language Portfolio: Learner autonomy and self-assessment. London: Routledge, pp. 7-21.

LITTLE, D. (Ed.) 2003 The European Language Portfolio in use: nine examples. Strasbourg: Council of Europe Language Policy
Division

MEADOWS, S., 1998. The Child as Thinker. London and New York: Routledge
NORTH, B., 2014. The CEFR in Practice. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

NORTH, B., 2004, 15 April 00.43 BST. Europe's framework promotes language discussion, not directives . The Guardian Weekly
Education.

PIAGET, J. 1926 (English Translation). The Language and Thought of the Child. New York: Routledge
RIXON, S., 1999. Young Learners of English: Some Research Perspectives. Harlow: Pearson Longman with the British Council
SCHAFFER, D. R. & KIPP, K., 2013. Developmental Psychology: Childhood and Adolescence. Belmont: Wadsworth Cengage Learning.

SCHARER, R., 2012. Between vision and reality: reflection on twenty years of a common European project. In: B. KUHN and M.
CAVANA, eds, Perspectives from the European Language Portfolio: Learner autonomy and self-assessment. London: Routledge,
pp. 45-58.



