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GENERAL DOCUMENTS 

 

Council of Europe 
 

  Committee of Ministers Reply to PACE Recommendation 2073 (2015) - Improving the protection of 
whistle-blowers 

 
  Recommendation CM/Rec(2007)14 of Council of Europe Committee of Ministers to member states 

on the legal status of non-governmental organisations in Europe (2007) 
 
  PACE Resolution 2116 (2016) - Urgent need to prevent human rights violations during peaceful 

protests 
 
  PACE Resolution 2096 (2016) - How can inappropriate restrictions on NGO activities in Europe be 

prevented? 
 
  PACE Recommendation 2086 (2016) - How can inappropriate restrictions on NGO activities in 

Europe be prevented? 
 
  PACE Resolution 2060 (2015) - Improving the protection of whistle-blowers 

 
  PACE Recommendation 2073 (2015) - Improving the protection of whistle-blowers  
 
  PACE Resolution 1959 (2013) - Strengthening the institution of ombudsman in Europe 

 
  Venice Commission, Opinion on federal law N. 121-FZ on non-commercial organisations  (“law on 

foreign agents”), on federal laws N. 18-FZ and N. 147-FZ and on federal law N. 190-FZ on making 
amendments to the criminal code (“law on treason”) of the Russian Federation, adopted by the 
Venice Commission at its 99

th
 Plenary Session(Venice, 13-14 June 2014), Strasbourg, 27 June 2014 

 
  Venice Commission, Federal law No. 7-FZ of January 12, 1996 on non-profit organisations of the 

Russian Federation as amended on 11 February 2013*, Opinion no. 716/ 2013, Strasbourg, 14 
August 2013 

 
  Conference on INGOs of the Council of Europe, Expert Council on NGO law, Opinion on Federal law 

of 23 May 2015#129-FZ “On Introducing of Amendments to Certain Legislative Acts of the Russian 
Federation ” (Law on “undesirable” organisations), Opinion prepared by Mr Jeremy McBride, 
November 2015 

 
  Conference on INGOs of the Council of Europe, Code of good practice for Civil participation in the 

decision making process, adopted by the Conference of INGOs at its meeting on 1
st
 October 2009 

 
  Conference on INGOs of the Council of Europe, Non-Governmental Organisations: Review of 

Developments in Standards, Mechanisms and case-law 2013-2015, Reviewed prepared by Mr 
Jeremy McBride on behalf of the Expert Council  on NGO  Law at the request of the Standing 
Committee of the Conference of INGOs, November 2015  

 
  OSCE/Venice Commission Guidelines on Freedom Association 

 

 
United Nations  

 
  Human rights Council, Resolution on 24/21 Civil society space: creating and maintaining, in law and 

in practice, a safe and enabling environment 
 
  Human Rights Committee, General comment No. 34 - Article 19: Freedoms of opinion and 

expression 

http://semantic-pace.net/tools/pdf.aspx?doc=aHR0cDovL2Fzc2VtYmx5LmNvZS5pbnQvbncveG1sL1hSZWYvWDJILURXLWV4dHIuYXNwP2ZpbGVpZD0yMjMzMSZsYW5nPUVO&xsl=aHR0cDovL3NlbWFudGljcGFjZS5uZXQvWHNsdC9QZGYvWFJlZi1XRC1BVC1YTUwyUERGLnhzbA==&xsltparams=ZmlsZWlkPTIyMzMx
http://semantic-pace.net/tools/pdf.aspx?doc=aHR0cDovL2Fzc2VtYmx5LmNvZS5pbnQvbncveG1sL1hSZWYvWDJILURXLWV4dHIuYXNwP2ZpbGVpZD0yMjMzMSZsYW5nPUVO&xsl=aHR0cDovL3NlbWFudGljcGFjZS5uZXQvWHNsdC9QZGYvWFJlZi1XRC1BVC1YTUwyUERGLnhzbA==&xsltparams=ZmlsZWlkPTIyMzMx
https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?p=&Ref=CM/Rec%282007%2914&Language=lanEnglish&Site=CM&BackColorInternet=DBDCF2&BackColorIntranet=FDC864&BackColorLogged=FDC864&direct=true
https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?p=&Ref=CM/Rec%282007%2914&Language=lanEnglish&Site=CM&BackColorInternet=DBDCF2&BackColorIntranet=FDC864&BackColorLogged=FDC864&direct=true
http://assembly.coe.int/nw/xml/XRef/Xref-XML2HTML-en.asp?fileid=22802&lang=en
http://assembly.coe.int/nw/xml/XRef/Xref-XML2HTML-en.asp?fileid=22802&lang=en
http://assembly.coe.int/nw/xml/XRef/Xref-XML2HTML-en.asp?fileid=22502&lang=en
http://assembly.coe.int/nw/xml/XRef/Xref-XML2HTML-en.asp?fileid=22502&lang=en
http://www.legislationline.org/topics/organisation/2/topic/82
http://www.legislationline.org/topics/organisation/2/topic/82
http://semantic-pace.net/tools/pdf.aspx?doc=aHR0cDovL2Fzc2VtYmx5LmNvZS5pbnQvbncveG1sL1hSZWYvWDJILURXLWV4dHIuYXNwP2ZpbGVpZD0yMTkzMSZsYW5nPUVO&xsl=aHR0cDovL3NlbWFudGljcGFjZS5uZXQvWHNsdC9QZGYvWFJlZi1XRC1BVC1YTUwyUERGLnhzbA==&xsltparams=ZmlsZWlkPTIxOTMx
http://assembly.coe.int/nw/xml/XRef/Xref-XML2HTML-EN.asp?fileid=21936&lang=en
http://semantic-pace.net/tools/pdf.aspx?doc=aHR0cDovL2Fzc2VtYmx5LmNvZS5pbnQvbncveG1sL1hSZWYvWDJILURXLWV4dHIuYXNwP2ZpbGVpZD0yMDIzMiZsYW5nPUVO&xsl=aHR0cDovL3NlbWFudGljcGFjZS5uZXQvWHNsdC9QZGYvWFJlZi1XRC1BVC1YTUwyUERGLnhzbA==&xsltparams=ZmlsZWlkPTIwMjMy
http://www.venice.coe.int/webforms/documents/default.aspx?pdffile=CDL-AD(2014)025-e
http://www.venice.coe.int/webforms/documents/default.aspx?pdffile=CDL-AD(2014)025-e
http://www.venice.coe.int/webforms/documents/default.aspx?pdffile=CDL-AD(2014)025-e
http://www.venice.coe.int/webforms/documents/default.aspx?pdffile=CDL-AD(2014)025-e
http://www.venice.coe.int/webforms/documents/default.aspx?pdffile=CDL-REF(2013)037-e
http://www.venice.coe.int/webforms/documents/default.aspx?pdffile=CDL-REF(2013)037-e
http://www.venice.coe.int/webforms/documents/default.aspx?pdffile=CDL-REF(2013)037-e
https://rm.coe.int/CoERMPublicCommonSearchServices/DisplayDCTMContent?documentId=09000016804902de
https://rm.coe.int/CoERMPublicCommonSearchServices/DisplayDCTMContent?documentId=09000016804902de
https://rm.coe.int/CoERMPublicCommonSearchServices/DisplayDCTMContent?documentId=09000016804902de
https://rm.coe.int/CoERMPublicCommonSearchServices/DisplayDCTMContent?documentId=09000016802eed5c
https://rm.coe.int/CoERMPublicCommonSearchServices/DisplayDCTMContent?documentId=09000016802eed5c
https://rm.coe.int/CoERMPublicCommonSearchServices/DisplayDCTMContent?documentId=0900001680492965
https://rm.coe.int/CoERMPublicCommonSearchServices/DisplayDCTMContent?documentId=0900001680492965
https://rm.coe.int/CoERMPublicCommonSearchServices/DisplayDCTMContent?documentId=0900001680492965
https://rm.coe.int/CoERMPublicCommonSearchServices/DisplayDCTMContent?documentId=0900001680492965
http://www.osce.org/odihr/132371
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/24/L.24
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/24/L.24
http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CCPR%2fC%2fGC%2f34&Lang=en
http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CCPR%2fC%2fGC%2f34&Lang=en
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  Human Rights Committee, General Comment No. 25 - The right to participate in public affairs, voting 

rights and the right of equal access to public service (Art. 25) 

 

 

Documents on Human Rights Defenders 

 
Council of Europe 

 
  Declaration of the Committee of Ministers on Council of Europe action to improve the protection of 

human rights defenders and promote their activities (2008) 
 
  PACE Resolution 2095 (2016) - Strengthening the protection and role of human rights defenders in 

Council of Europe member States 
 
  PACE Recommendation 2085 (2016) - Strengthening the protection and role of human rights 

defenders in Council of Europe member States 
 

  Committee of Ministers' Reply to PACE Recommendation 2085(2016) - Strengthening the 
protection and role of human rights defenders in Council of Europe member States 

 
  PACE Resolution 1891 (2012) - The situation of human rights defenders in Council of Europe 

member States 
 
  PACE Resolution 1660 (2009) - Situation of human rights defenders in Council of Europe member 

states 
 
  PACE Recommendation 1866 (2009) - Situation of human rights defenders in Council of Europe 

member states 
 

  Commissioner for Human rights page on Human Rights Defenders  
 

 
European Union 

  Ensuring Protection - European Union Guidelines on Human Rights Defenders (2008) 

 

 
OSCE/ODIHR 

  OSCE/ODIHR Guidelines on the protection of human rights defenders (2014) 
 

 

United Nations 

  Resolution adopted by the General Assembly on 18 December 2013 - 68/181  Promotion of the 
Declaration on the Right and Responsibility of Individuals, Groups and Organs of Society to Promote 
and Protect Universally Recognized Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms: protecting women 
human rights defenders 

 
  Declaration on the Right and Responsibility of Individuals, Groups and Organs of Society to Promote 

and Protect Universally Recognized Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms (“The Declaration on 
human rights defendersˮ) (1998) 

 

  Human rights Council, Resolution  22/6 - Protecting human rights defenders 

http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CCPR%2fC%2f21%2fRev.1%2fAdd.7&Lang=en
http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CCPR%2fC%2f21%2fRev.1%2fAdd.7&Lang=en
https://search.coe.int/cm/Pages/result_details.aspx?ObjectID=09000016805d3e52
https://search.coe.int/cm/Pages/result_details.aspx?ObjectID=09000016805d3e52
http://semantic-pace.net/tools/pdf.aspx?doc=aHR0cDovL2Fzc2VtYmx5LmNvZS5pbnQvbncveG1sL1hSZWYvWDJILURXLWV4dHIuYXNwP2ZpbGVpZD0yMjUwMCZsYW5nPUVO&xsl=aHR0cDovL3NlbWFudGljcGFjZS5uZXQvWHNsdC9QZGYvWFJlZi1XRC1BVC1YTUwyUERGLnhzbA==&xsltparams=ZmlsZWlkPTIyNTAw
http://semantic-pace.net/tools/pdf.aspx?doc=aHR0cDovL2Fzc2VtYmx5LmNvZS5pbnQvbncveG1sL1hSZWYvWDJILURXLWV4dHIuYXNwP2ZpbGVpZD0yMjUwMCZsYW5nPUVO&xsl=aHR0cDovL3NlbWFudGljcGFjZS5uZXQvWHNsdC9QZGYvWFJlZi1XRC1BVC1YTUwyUERGLnhzbA==&xsltparams=ZmlsZWlkPTIyNTAw
http://semantic-pace.net/tools/pdf.aspx?doc=aHR0cDovL2Fzc2VtYmx5LmNvZS5pbnQvbncveG1sL1hSZWYvWDJILURXLWV4dHIuYXNwP2ZpbGVpZD0yMjUwMSZsYW5nPUVO&xsl=aHR0cDovL3NlbWFudGljcGFjZS5uZXQvWHNsdC9QZGYvWFJlZi1XRC1BVC1YTUwyUERGLnhzbA==&xsltparams=ZmlsZWlkPTIyNTAx
http://semantic-pace.net/tools/pdf.aspx?doc=aHR0cDovL2Fzc2VtYmx5LmNvZS5pbnQvbncveG1sL1hSZWYvWDJILURXLWV4dHIuYXNwP2ZpbGVpZD0yMjUwMSZsYW5nPUVO&xsl=aHR0cDovL3NlbWFudGljcGFjZS5uZXQvWHNsdC9QZGYvWFJlZi1XRC1BVC1YTUwyUERGLnhzbA==&xsltparams=ZmlsZWlkPTIyNTAx
https://search.coe.int/cm/Pages/result_details.aspx?ObjectId=090000168070746f
https://search.coe.int/cm/Pages/result_details.aspx?ObjectId=090000168070746f
http://semantic-pace.net/tools/pdf.aspx?doc=aHR0cDovL2Fzc2VtYmx5LmNvZS5pbnQvbncveG1sL1hSZWYvWDJILURXLWV4dHIuYXNwP2ZpbGVpZD0xODk0OCZsYW5nPUVO&xsl=aHR0cDovL3NlbWFudGljcGFjZS5uZXQvWHNsdC9QZGYvWFJlZi1XRC1BVC1YTUwyUERGLnhzbA==&xsltparams=ZmlsZWlkPTE4OTQ4
http://semantic-pace.net/tools/pdf.aspx?doc=aHR0cDovL2Fzc2VtYmx5LmNvZS5pbnQvbncveG1sL1hSZWYvWDJILURXLWV4dHIuYXNwP2ZpbGVpZD0xODk0OCZsYW5nPUVO&xsl=aHR0cDovL3NlbWFudGljcGFjZS5uZXQvWHNsdC9QZGYvWFJlZi1XRC1BVC1YTUwyUERGLnhzbA==&xsltparams=ZmlsZWlkPTE4OTQ4
http://semantic-pace.net/tools/pdf.aspx?doc=aHR0cDovL2Fzc2VtYmx5LmNvZS5pbnQvbncveG1sL1hSZWYvWDJILURXLWV4dHIuYXNwP2ZpbGVpZD0xNzcyNyZsYW5nPUVO&xsl=aHR0cDovL3NlbWFudGljcGFjZS5uZXQvWHNsdC9QZGYvWFJlZi1XRC1BVC1YTUwyUERGLnhzbA==&xsltparams=ZmlsZWlkPTE3NzI3
http://semantic-pace.net/tools/pdf.aspx?doc=aHR0cDovL2Fzc2VtYmx5LmNvZS5pbnQvbncveG1sL1hSZWYvWDJILURXLWV4dHIuYXNwP2ZpbGVpZD0xNzcyNyZsYW5nPUVO&xsl=aHR0cDovL3NlbWFudGljcGFjZS5uZXQvWHNsdC9QZGYvWFJlZi1XRC1BVC1YTUwyUERGLnhzbA==&xsltparams=ZmlsZWlkPTE3NzI3
http://semantic-pace.net/tools/pdf.aspx?doc=aHR0cDovL2Fzc2VtYmx5LmNvZS5pbnQvbncveG1sL1hSZWYvWDJILURXLWV4dHIuYXNwP2ZpbGVpZD0xNzcyOCZsYW5nPUVO&xsl=aHR0cDovL3NlbWFudGljcGFjZS5uZXQvWHNsdC9QZGYvWFJlZi1XRC1BVC1YTUwyUERGLnhzbA==&xsltparams=ZmlsZWlkPTE3NzI4
http://semantic-pace.net/tools/pdf.aspx?doc=aHR0cDovL2Fzc2VtYmx5LmNvZS5pbnQvbncveG1sL1hSZWYvWDJILURXLWV4dHIuYXNwP2ZpbGVpZD0xNzcyOCZsYW5nPUVO&xsl=aHR0cDovL3NlbWFudGljcGFjZS5uZXQvWHNsdC9QZGYvWFJlZi1XRC1BVC1YTUwyUERGLnhzbA==&xsltparams=ZmlsZWlkPTE3NzI4
https://www.coe.int/en/web/commissioner/human-rights-defenders
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cmsUpload/GuidelinesDefenders.pdf
http://www.osce.org/odihr/119633
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/68/181
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/68/181
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/68/181
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/68/181
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Defenders/Declaration/declaration.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Defenders/Declaration/declaration.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Defenders/Declaration/declaration.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Defenders/Declaration/declaration.pdf
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/22/L.13


CDDH-INST(2018)03 

4 
 

National Institutions for Human rights 

 
Council of Europe 

 
  Brighton declaration from April 2012 

  Committee of Ministers (2010), Interlaken Declaration,19 February 2010 

  Recommendation No. R (97) 14 of the Committee of Ministers to member States on the 
establishment of independent national institutions for the promotion and protection of human 
rights, 30 September 1997 

  PACE, Resolution 2062 (2015) - The functioning of democratic institutions in Azerbaijan 
 

  PACE, Resolution 1998 (2014) - Improving co-operation between national human rights 
institutions and parliaments in addressing equality and non-discrimination issues 

  Commissioner for Human Rights, Comment on National Human Rights Structures can help 
mitigate the effects of austerity measures, 31/05/2012 
 

  Opinion of the Commissioner for human rights on national structures for promoting equality, 
CommDH(2011)2, 21 March 2011 

 
United Nations 

 
  General Assembly, Resolution 70/163  National institutions for the promotion and protection of 

human rights  (2015) 
 

  General Assembly, Resolution 27/18 National institutions for the promotion and protection of 
human rights (2014) 

 
  General Assembly Resolution  66/169 on National institutions for the promotion and protection of 

human rights (2011) 
 

  General Assembly Resolution 63/172 on National institutions for the promotion and protection of 
human rights (2008) 
 

  Principles relating to the status of national institutions (The Paris Principles) (1993) 
General Assembly Resolution 48/134 on  National institutions for the promotion and  protection of 
human rights (1994) 
 

  Human Rights Council Resolution 5/1  on Institution-building of the United Nations Human Rights 
Council  (2007) 

   
  Human Rights Council, Resolution  16/21 Review of the work and functioning of the Human 

Rights Council   Adopted on 25 March 2011 
 

  Human Rights Committee, General comment No. 31 (2004) on the nature of the general legal 
obligation imposed on States parties to the Covenant 

 
  Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, General comment No. 10: The role of 

national human rights institutions in the protection of economic, social and cultural rights  
 

  Committee on Rights of the Child (2002), General Comment No. 2: The Role of Independent 
National Human Rights Institutions in the Protection and Promotion of the Rights of the Child 

http://www.echr.coe.int/Documents/2012_Brighton_FinalDeclaration_ENG.pdf
http://www.echr.coe.int/Documents/2010_Interlaken_FinalDeclaration_ENG.pdf
https://rm.coe.int/CoERMPublicCommonSearchServices/DisplayDCTMContent?documentId=09000016804fecf5
https://rm.coe.int/CoERMPublicCommonSearchServices/DisplayDCTMContent?documentId=09000016804fecf5
https://rm.coe.int/CoERMPublicCommonSearchServices/DisplayDCTMContent?documentId=09000016804fecf5
http://semantic-pace.net/tools/pdf.aspx?doc=aHR0cDovL2Fzc2VtYmx5LmNvZS5pbnQvbncveG1sL1hSZWYvWDJILURXLWV4dHIuYXNwP2ZpbGVpZD0yMTk1MyZsYW5nPUVO&xsl=aHR0cDovL3NlbWFudGljcGFjZS5uZXQvWHNsdC9QZGYvWFJlZi1XRC1BVC1YTUwyUERGLnhzbA==&xsltparams=ZmlsZWlkPTIxOTUz
http://semantic-pace.net/tools/pdf.aspx?doc=aHR0cDovL2Fzc2VtYmx5LmNvZS5pbnQvbncveG1sL1hSZWYvWDJILURXLWV4dHIuYXNwP2ZpbGVpZD0yMDkyOCZsYW5nPUVO&xsl=aHR0cDovL3NlbWFudGljcGFjZS5uZXQvWHNsdC9QZGYvWFJlZi1XRC1BVC1YTUwyUERGLnhzbA==&xsltparams=ZmlsZWlkPTIwOTI4
http://semantic-pace.net/tools/pdf.aspx?doc=aHR0cDovL2Fzc2VtYmx5LmNvZS5pbnQvbncveG1sL1hSZWYvWDJILURXLWV4dHIuYXNwP2ZpbGVpZD0yMDkyOCZsYW5nPUVO&xsl=aHR0cDovL3NlbWFudGljcGFjZS5uZXQvWHNsdC9QZGYvWFJlZi1XRC1BVC1YTUwyUERGLnhzbA==&xsltparams=ZmlsZWlkPTIwOTI4
https://www.coe.int/en/web/commissioner/-/national-human-rights-structures-can-help-mitigate-the-effects-of-austerity-measur-1
https://www.coe.int/en/web/commissioner/-/national-human-rights-structures-can-help-mitigate-the-effects-of-austerity-measur-1
https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?p=&id=1761031&Site=COE&BackColorInternet=DBDCF2&BackColorIntranet=FDC864&BackColorLogged=FDC864&direct=true
https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?p=&id=1761031&Site=COE&BackColorInternet=DBDCF2&BackColorIntranet=FDC864&BackColorLogged=FDC864&direct=true
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/70/163
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/70/163
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/27/L.25
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/27/L.25
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=%20A/RES/66/169
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=%20A/RES/66/169
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/63/172
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/63/172
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/StatusOfNationalInstitutions.aspx
http://www.un.org/documents/ga/res/48/a48r134.htm
http://www.un.org/documents/ga/res/48/a48r134.htm
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/alldocs.aspx?doc_id=13360
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/alldocs.aspx?doc_id=13360
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/RES/16/21
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/RES/16/21
http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CCPR%2fC%2f21%2fRev.1%2fAdd.13&Lang=e
http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CCPR%2fC%2f21%2fRev.1%2fAdd.13&Lang=e
http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=E%2fC.12%2f1998%2f25&Lang=en
http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=E%2fC.12%2f1998%2f25&Lang=en
http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CRC%2fGC%2f2002%2f2&Lang=en
http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CRC%2fGC%2f2002%2f2&Lang=en
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