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Terrestrial invasive species
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Red palm weevil 
(Rhynchophorus ferrugineus)

(2007-2016)

• First eradication in the world
• Islands affected: Gran 

Canaria, Fuerteventura and 
Tenerife
• 706,081 palms inspected
• 209,547 treated 
• 681 weevils caught
• 659 palms removed
• Cost: 12,000,000 €
• http://www.picudorojocanarias.es/
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Rabbit in Montaña Clara Islet
(Oryctolagus cuniculus)

(1999-2002)

• Montaña Clara: 1 km2

• Method: live trapping
• 127 rabbits removed
• Cost: 629.306 € (whole project)

Famara - Restoration of the islets and the cliffs of Famara 
(Lanzarote Island)

LIFE99 NAT/E/006392
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Rabbit is catalogued as invasive in the inhabited islets 



Egyptian fruit bat on Tenerife
(Rousettus aegyptiacus)

(2002-2005)

• Escaped from two zoos
• 2002-2005: 40 individuals were 

removed
• 2008, 2009 and 2014: not 

found
• Methods: surveys, ultrasound 

detectors and mist nets
• Cost: 20,000 €

Spanish Cathalogue of Invasive Species
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Mouflon on Tenerife and Barbary sheep on La Palma
(Ovis aries and Ammotragus lervia)

(1970’-????)
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• Hunting species: no limitations in number sex or age as 
they are catalogued as invasive species. Sometimes 
professional hunters required.

• Master plans of the national parks and other protected 
areas order their eradication. Also the European Diploma 
for Protected Areas of the Council of Europe, 1989.

• No clear political intention to eradicate them.

Recommendation No. 91 (2002) on Invasive Alien Species that threaten biological 
diversity in Islands and geographically and evolutionary isolated ecosystems, 
adopted by the Standing Committee on 5 December 2002.

Recommends that Spain:
14. Take effective steps towards the eradication of the mufflon (Ovis ammon) from Tenerife 
and the Barbary sheep (Ammotragus lervia) from La Palma, given their high negative impact 
on endemic species listed in Appendix I of the Convention.



Feral goats and sheep: an increasing problem
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• La Gomera (5000), Gran 
Canaria (500), Tenerife (350)

• Shooting and live trapping to 
be sacrified 

• Strong social controversy in 
mass media and social 
networks



Fountain Grass (Pennisetum setaceum ):
the queen of the invasive plants

• Present in all the islands.
• Tenerife, La Palma and Gran Canaria 

highly invaded
• 10.000 seeds/plant; seed viability: 6 years
• Dispersed by wind and water courses
• Rejected by herbivorous
• Nobody knows the amount of money 

invested by islands and local councils

Spanish Catalogue of Invasive Species



Control of Fountain Grass 
(Pennisetum setaceum) in Teno Rural 
Park (Tenerife)

Spanish Catalogue of Invasive Species
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• Four years fighting against Pennisetum
• 2017: 15 campaigns/15-20 volunteers 

each; climbers and ‘jumping goatherds”
• Manual removing only
• Logistic support by the local council and 

the office of the Rural Park



California kingsnake on Gran Canaria
 (Lampropeltis californiae)

(2009- ∞ )
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California Kingsnake on Gran Canaria
 (Lampropeltis californiae)

(2016)

• 6 campaigns
• 114 volunteers
• 24 captures





European Strategy on invasive species
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Control of entry pathways: seaports and airports



Control of trade in exotic species

• Team: 3 (2015); 6 (2017)
• 83 pet shops and 34 plant nurseries have been 

inspected.
• 19 police reports for ilegal trade of catalogued 

species.
• 50 internet advertisements were removed

Environmental Group 
of the Canary Police
Tenerife  (2015-17)



 We should focus our efforts on:
 prevention (risk assessment, education, awareness and legal tools)  
 detection and rapid response.

 Control and eradication are much more expensive, less effective, 
and often socially controversial.

 We should establish clear criteria to prioritise actions of control 
and eradication on each island and at regional levels.

Conclusion


