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The Council of Europe is the continent’s leading  
human rights organisation. It comprises 47 member  
states, 28 of which are members of the European  
Union. All Council of Europe member states have  
signed up to the European Convention on Human 
Rights, a treaty designed to protect human rights, 
democracy and the rule of law.  The European Court 
of Human Rights oversees the implementation 
of the Convention in the member states.

Selection and election of 
judges of the European 
Court of Human Rights

www.coe.int

On the request of the Committee of Ministers, the Steering 
Committee for Human Rights (CDDH) examined options to 
ensure that highly qualified candidates are attracted by the 
post of judge at the European Court of Human Rights; that 
these candidates are put forward to the Council of Europe’s 
Parliamentary Assembly by States after an appropriate national 
selection procedure and that the best amongst them are indeed 
appointed.

The CDDH discussed notably the selection procedure, the 
election process, the conditions of employment and working 
conditions at the Court and the situation of ad hoc judges. It 
analysed these four issues without excluding replies that would 
require an amendment of the European Convention on Human 
Rights, while focusing on solutions within the existing structures 
and by securing the participation of all the stakeholders. It 
made in particular a call for contributions at the level of national 
judiciaries.

This CDDH report contains its analysis and conclusions. The 
Committee of Ministers took note of it in March 2018 as a useful 
source of inspiration for all parties involved in the process of 
selection and election of judges.

Report of the Steering  
Committee for Human Rights
(CDDH)

 ► The selection procedure

 ►  The election process

 ► The conditions of employment 
and the working conditions at 
the Court

 ► The ad hoc Judges
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36( ���� ����� "���������� ���� ����������� �	� ���� 	��
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����"��$���� �&�������*49��� $����� '�$�� $��� ��#$� "����$� ��$��  �"�
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�����"�$�$�#� $��$�����"������$�")��##����)�'�$�� $���#%���##�������$���
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����� ����� ���� ��&�  �� ��������  ��� �!����� ����� ���!����� ����
����� ��� � ��������!��������������������!�������!� ����������������
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57) ���� �� ���� ��� �������
� �� ��
� ����� �	� �		���� ����� ��������
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���� ��������� ,���� �$����&�  #�� ��$+%��� �������-� #���� �!�����
��������#�� ���� ��%�#� � ����� ��!�� ��������"���� � �����!� �
#�� ����������� �� � #%�  �� �� �� ��  ��� ����!��"�� ����� �� ��� �
������� �������������)������#�!������#���!���� �������������"����
���� ��� ���� �� �� ����  �� ���"�� ���� �$����� ���� � %���� ���  �����
�����  ���12� � �����!� )�� ����� ����� ���!�������������� ����"��
 �����!� � ������������ ���� ����)�� �#���� ��� � ���� ������ ����
#���� �����������&� ������������ ������#� ��� �������!��� �������%�
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The Council of Europe is the continent’s leading  
human rights organisation. It comprises 47 member  
states, 28 of which are members of the European  
Union. All Council of Europe member states have  
signed up to the European Convention on Human 
Rights, a treaty designed to protect human rights, 
democracy and the rule of law.  The European Court 
of Human Rights oversees the implementation 
of the Convention in the member states.

Selection and election of 
judges of the European 
Court of Human Rights

www.coe.int

On the request of the Committee of Ministers, the Steering 
Committee for Human Rights (CDDH) examined options to 
ensure that highly qualified candidates are attracted by the 
post of judge at the European Court of Human Rights; that 
these candidates are put forward to the Council of Europe’s 
Parliamentary Assembly by States after an appropriate national 
selection procedure and that the best amongst them are indeed 
appointed.

The CDDH discussed notably the selection procedure, the 
election process, the conditions of employment and working 
conditions at the Court and the situation of ad hoc judges. It 
analysed these four issues without excluding replies that would 
require an amendment of the European Convention on Human 
Rights, while focusing on solutions within the existing structures 
and by securing the participation of all the stakeholders. It 
made in particular a call for contributions at the level of national 
judiciaries.

This CDDH report contains its analysis and conclusions. The 
Committee of Ministers took note of it in March 2018 as a useful 
source of inspiration for all parties involved in the process of 
selection and election of judges.

Report of the Steering  
Committee for Human Rights
(CDDH)

 ► The selection procedure

 ►  The election process

 ► The conditions of employment 
and the working conditions at 
the Court

 ► The ad hoc Judges
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