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ABOUT ADOPT-A-FUTURE
An unprecedented 65.6 million people have been forced to flee their 
homes in search of refuge because of conflict and persecution. 
Tragically, more than half of the world’s refugees are children, and 
only 61 percent are in primary school – far lower than the global 
average of 91 percent. The United Nations Association of the USA, in 
tandem with the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) and its fundraising arm 
USA for UNHCR, is working to prevent a lost generation by giving 
refugee children the education they deserve to build a better future.





















Migrant crisis: Pope Francis 
tells Lesbos camp 'you are 

not alone'
16 April 2016



Act NOW.Act NOW.
NOT after tea.NOT after tea.



WHAT CAN WE DO?WHAT CAN WE DO?

Invest in EDUCATION toInvest in EDUCATION to
-- Eliminate fear and distrust of the Eliminate fear and distrust of the 

OtherOther
-- Create a Society with Create a Society with 

interaction, interdependence, interaction, interdependence, 
reciprocity and equalityreciprocity and equality

-- Respect each others’ valuesRespect each others’ values

Pope FrancisPope Francis



ACCULTURATIONACCULTURATION
Acculturation describes the phenomena that arise 
when groups of individuals with different cultures 
come into constant contact causing changes in the 

original cultural motifs of one or both groups

Redfield, Linton & Herskovits (1936, p. 149).



305-304 π.Χ. 

Πολιορκία από 
Δημήτριο Πολιορκητή





EDUCATE THE EDUCATORSEDUCATE THE EDUCATORS
In 1960s – USA and Canada:

Intercultural Education

The problem of minority children had much less to do 
with the language code and much more with the 
ignorance of cultural references that make teachers 
treat these children as different, incompetent, 
incompatible to the requirements of the education 
system, which is also the case with the children of the 
weaker social classes.
Instead, it appeared how unprepared the teachers 
were to address the cultural specificities of minority 
children

Dragona (2003)



WORLD CLASS SKILLSWORLD CLASS SKILLS



EUROPEAN QUALIFICATIONS EUROPEAN QUALIFICATIONS 
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The University of the Aegean was the pioneering university in The University of the Aegean was the pioneering university in 
Greece that two years ago (2016) suggested a thoroughly revised Greece that two years ago (2016) suggested a thoroughly revised 
scheme of recognition of refugees academic qualifications and scheme of recognition of refugees academic qualifications and 
their incorporation in HEIstheir incorporation in HEIs



UNIVERSITY UNIVERSITY 
OF THE OF THE 
AEGEANAEGEAN
SENATE SENATE 

DECISION DECISION 
8.2.20158.2.2015

ENROLMENT ENROLMENT 
OF OF 

REFUGEES REFUGEES 
IN THE IN THE 

UNIVERSITY UNIVERSITY 
OF THE OF THE 
AEGEANAEGEAN



WHY SHOULD WE DEAL WITH 
THIS?

Education and trainingEducation and training

(a) (a) the the only only effective effective way way of of accessing accessing and and integrating integrating newcomers newcomers into into European European 
societies,societies,

(b) the best equipment to ensure return to countries requiring reconstruction,(b) the best equipment to ensure return to countries requiring reconstruction,

(c) (c) a a group group of of citizens citizens sharing sharing a a European European dimension dimension will will ensure ensure that that there there is is no no 
"headless" society and therefore vulnerable to extreme and dangerous voices,"headless" society and therefore vulnerable to extreme and dangerous voices,

(d) (d) there there will will be be no no "lost" "lost" generation generation for for a a wide wide geographic geographic and and extremely extremely 
important cultural area of the planet.important cultural area of the planet.



WHAT KIND OF ACTIONS ARE 
ALREADY TAKEN AND WHAT ELSE 

CAN BE DONE
Three broad categories:Three broad categories:

(a) (a) Fundamental Fundamental courses courses and and learning learning of of European European languages languages or or the the 
inclusion inclusion of of students students and and students students in in curricula curricula (providing (providing academic academic and and 
financial support).financial support).

(b) (b) mentoring mentoring in in order order to to redefine redefine young young people's people's goals, goals, prospects prospects and and 
potential.potential.

(c) (c) Social, Social, psychological, psychological, cultural cultural support support for for smooth smooth integration integration into into 
European societies, with particular emphasis European societies, with particular emphasis on vulnerable groups.on vulnerable groups.
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TARGET GROUPS

Actions target different audiences with different goals.Actions target different audiences with different goals.

The The (a) (a) class class is is primarily primarily targeted targeted at at young young people people who who either either had had started started and and 
stopped studying or were going to start and did not.stopped studying or were going to start and did not.

The The (b) (b) category category is is addressed addressed to to virtually virtually all all new new entrants entrants and and is is associated associated with with 
many levels and types of education and training (vocational, technical, university).many levels and types of education and training (vocational, technical, university).

The (c) category is addressed to almost all groupsThe (c) category is addressed to almost all groups, , but especially vulnerable.but especially vulnerable.
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HOW DOES THIS RELATE TO 
US?

Greek higher education institutions Greek higher education institutions 
can, wish and should contribute to can, wish and should contribute to 
all the above-mentioned categories all the above-mentioned categories 
of actions and services, designing, of actions and services, designing, 
implementing and supporting them implementing and supporting them 
at a scientific level.at a scientific level.
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AND THE UNIVERSITY OF THE 
AEGEAN?

Taking into consideration:Taking into consideration:

 the "first-line" experience we have the "first-line" experience we have

the the long long research research path path on on immigration immigration 
issues issues from from many many different different perspectives, perspectives, 
from Departments and research groupsfrom Departments and research groups

the the initiatives initiatives taken taken by by the the academic academic 
community community of of the the Aegean Aegean since since the the spring spring 
of 2015 concerning humanitarian support,of 2015 concerning humanitarian support,

research research / / scientific scientific activities activities supporting supporting 
structures structures and and actions actions that that mainly mainly carry carry 
out out the the most most specialized, specialized, in in its its related related 
objects, membersobjects, members
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…SUGGESTS: 

An An integrated integrated proposal proposal for for which which we we hope hope 
to to receive receive support support at at national national and and 
international level, entitled:international level, entitled:

"Filomathia:"Filomathia:

The Road to the Future -The Road to the Future -

A European projectA European project

offering Academic Integrationoffering Academic Integration

for Young Refugees "for Young Refugees "

... ... based based on: on: cooperation, cooperation, mutual mutual aid, aid, 
academic quality.academic quality.
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UNIVERSITY OF AEGEAN AND 
PROGRAM “PHILOMATHIA”

Goals:Goals:

(a) (a) Support Support the the educational educational integration integration of of young young people people aged aged 
17-30 years into the EU17-30 years into the EU

(b) Contribute to the long-term stability of the wider region(b) Contribute to the long-term stability of the wider region

(c) (c) Contribute Contribute to to supporting supporting the the creation creation of of a a new new generation generation 
of "social leaders" who:of "social leaders" who:

will have European education,will have European education,

will be the proponents of integration into European society,will be the proponents of integration into European society,

will will aim aim at at the the diverse diverse reconstruction reconstruction of of their their countries countries after after 
their return.their return.
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STAGES

The "Philomathia" program includes three stages, referring to formal and non-formal The "Philomathia" program includes three stages, referring to formal and non-formal 
education:education:

(a) Reception and short-term language programs, European institutions, cultural (a) Reception and short-term language programs, European institutions, cultural 
structures.structures.

(b) Coaching and mentoring services aimed at re-orientation at the social and (b) Coaching and mentoring services aimed at re-orientation at the social and 
professional levels.professional levels.

(c) One year of Foundation and Foreign Language Program for the registration of (c) One year of Foundation and Foreign Language Program for the registration of 
either the University of the Aegean or other Universities in Greece and abroad either the University of the Aegean or other Universities in Greece and abroad 
through networking of the Universities.through networking of the Universities.
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FURTHER SUGGESTIONS…

The The exceptional exceptional inclusion inclusion of of 
academic academic staff staff from from affected affected 
regions regions of of refugee refugee countries, countries, 
in in the the ranks ranks of of the the research research 
potential potential of of the the Greek Greek 
Universities, Universities, as as a a special special 
category, category, to to support, support, inter inter 
alia, alia, the the development development of of the the 
aforementioned programs.aforementioned programs.
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PRACTICAL ISSUES

Financial Financial support support (eg (eg Special Special Welfare Welfare Fund, Fund, possibly possibly through through the the Asylum, Asylum, 
Immigration and Integration Fund with co-funded resources).Immigration and Integration Fund with co-funded resources).

Institutional issues:Institutional issues:

(a) Recognition of diplomas, whether certificates are available or not,(a) Recognition of diplomas, whether certificates are available or not,

(b) Linguistic competence,(b) Linguistic competence,

(c) (c) Legal Legal status status for for refugees refugees and and consequent consequent access access to to public public education education (eg (eg 
Recognition Recognition of of Qualifications Qualifications and and Competences Competences of of Migrants, Migrants, IMO IMO text text supported supported by by 
DG Employment, 2013).DG Employment, 2013).
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ADDITIONAL PRACTICAL 
MATTERS…

According to a recent EUA survey:According to a recent EUA survey:

(a) (a) Need Need for for a a high high level level of of coordination coordination between between the the actors actors 
involvedinvolved

(b) (b) Difficulties Difficulties in in access access to to information, information, on on opportunities opportunities for for 
refugeesrefugees

(c) Restrictions from existing quotas for participation in curricula(c) Restrictions from existing quotas for participation in curricula

(d) Probably other issues that have not yet been identified ...(d) Probably other issues that have not yet been identified ...
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IS IT POSSIBLE TO DO THIS WITH 
COMMON ACTIONS?

Cooperation Cooperation is is always always a a solution. solution. The The 
initiative initiative of of the the Austrian Austrian Rectors' Rectors' Summit Summit (...) (...) is is 
an example to be imitated:an example to be imitated:  http://www.more-uni.athttp://www.more-uni.at//      
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Actions taken in various Actions taken in various 
European Countries:European Countries:

BritainBritain
GermanyGermany
SwedenSweden
NorwayNorway























The solution of this problem benefits not only Greece but every recipient-country as 
it offers to the refugees
- Self – respect
- The possibility to claim a future which is not dependent upon the financial 

support of the recipient state
- The possibility for the refugees to return to this state the investment that it makes 

through their studies





EUROPE IS NOT CHANGING.EUROPE IS NOT CHANGING.
IT HAS CHANGED ALREADYIT HAS CHANGED ALREADY

We need to change as well.We need to change as well.

We don’t build a better Europe. We build a better We don’t build a better Europe. We build a better 
world for ourselves.world for ourselves.

HELP HELP EUROPEEUROPE


