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TRANSLATION 

 

The Office of the Provincial Government of Lower Austria comments on the questions of the 

Secretariat of the Bern Convention dd. 23 January 2018, which refers to a complaint by Mr. Florian 

Mayr, as follows: 

1. General aspects: 

It is stated that the contents and the targets of the Bern Convention are basically implemented by 

means of transposing the Birds Directive No 2009/147/EC and the Fauna-Flora-Habitat Directive No 

92/43/EEC into international law. The object of the complaint, the Raader-Wald forest, is neither 

located in any of the protected areas to be identified according to these Directives (in Lower Austria: 

European protected area), nor in any other biogenetic reserve. 

2. Regarding the individual questions: 

As to question 1 – The status of the Raader-Wald forest designation as a nature monument: 

The proceedings according to Section 12 Nature Conservation Law of Lower Austria 2000, 

Provincial Law Gazette 5500, are still pending at the competent authority (district administrative 

authority Amstetten). So far not all relevant bases for a decision (technical nature conservation expert 

opinion) are available.  

As to question 2 - The studies which have led to the choice of this particular designation type  

First of all it is recalled that Section 12 Nature Conservation Law of Lower Austria 2000 does not 

stipulate any legal title for the designation of a natural formation as a nature monument.  Moreover 

there exists no obligation to designate a natural structure as a nature monument, but it is only an 

optional provision (”natural formations ... can - by decree of the authority - be declared a nature 

monument.”) The prerequisite for the declaration is the technical evaluation of the natural formation 

from the point of view of nature conservation – which is carried out, as a rule, by an official expert of 

the authority. 

As to question 3 – Updated information on the planned industrial and commercial development of 

the area 

The area to which this complaint refers has already had a valid legal designation as   “building - 

industrial area, development area” for many years.  

Neither the district administrative authority of Amstetten, nor the Office of the Provincial 

Government of Lower Austria is informed about any pending proceedings on the economic use of the 

area. 

 

In the name of the Government of the Federal Province of Lower Austria   
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