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The European Social Charter (revised) (hereinafter: RESC) was adopted by the Council of
Europe in 1996. The Republic of Slovenia signed the RESC on 11 October 1997, the Act
ratifying the RESC was adopted by the National Assembly on 11 March 1999 (Official Gazette
of the Republic of Slovenia - MP No. 7/99), and ratified it on 7 May 1999; it has been in force
since 1 July 1989. Together with the ratification of the RESC, The Republic of Slovenia also
accepted supervision over the obligations under the RESC according lo the procedure laid
down in the Additional Protocol to the European Social Charter Providing for a System of
Collective Complaints (hereinafter: Additional Protocol).

The Association for the Protection of All Children (hereinafter: APPROACH) is an international
non-governmental organisation established in the United Kingdom, which has the right o
lodge a collective complaint under Article 1b of the Additional Protocol.

On 4 February 2013, APPROACH lodged a collective complaint against the Republic of
Slovenia in accordance with Article 5 of the Additional Protocol. In accordance with Article 5 of
the Additional Protocol, the Secretary General has notified the Republic of Slovenia of it. The
European Committee of Social Rights invited Slovenia to submit its observations on
admissibility pursuant to the Article 6 of the Additional Protocol by 3 May 2013.

APPROACH alleges that Slovenia violates Article 17 of RESC, since the Slovenian legislation
lacks an explicit and effective prohibition of all corporal punishment of children in the family
and other settings, and because Slovenia has failed to act with due diligence to eliminate
such punishment in practice.

The Government of the Republic of Slovenia asserts thal the existing national legislation
protects children and young persons against negligence, violence or exploitation as envisaged

in Article 17 of RESC and that Slovenia acts with due diligence in the area of protection of
children
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