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Message

Please find attached a response from the World Organisation Against Torture to the Belgian

govemnment’s objection to Collective Complaint No. 21/2003, World Organisation against
Torture v, Belgium, :
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Regis Brillat

Executive Secretary
Secretariat of the European
Social Charter

Couneil of Europe
F-67075 Strashourg Cedex

Re- Collective Complaint No. 21/2003,
World Organisation against Torture v, Belgium

November 13 2003

Dear Mr Brillat,

Thank yeu for sending us a copy of the observations of the Belgian
Government with regard to the admissibility of Complaint Ne. 21/2003.

The complaint is submitted on the basis of Belgium's acceptance of the
relevant articles of the European Social Charter of 1961. We apologise for
the error in the date in the heading at the bottom of page 2 of the complaint,
which refers to “the European Social Charter of 1996” instead of 1961, But
the text of the cornplaint throughout makes it quite clear that it is the 1961
Burapean Social Charter that we are referring to, and the text of articles 7
and 17 quoted are those from the 1961 Charter. Indeed, the complaint
indicates explicitly on page 2 that Belgium has signed and ratified the
European Social Charter of 1961, but only signed (and not as vet ratified)
the Revised Social Charter. The conclusions of the European Comuittee of
Social Rights to which we refer relate to both Charters.

The issue raised by the Belgium Government in the penultimate paragraph
of its letter, in so far as we can understand it, appears to relate to the merits
of the complaint, not to admissibility.

We hope that the Committee will declare this complaint admissible.

Yo incerely,

7!
Eric Sottas
Director



