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UK islands

• 9,688 islands
• Most are <1 ha
• 1,013 >100 ha
• 80% of all UK islands are in Scotland, mostly in the 

Western and Northern Isles

Stanbury et al. 2017





Global populations on UK islands

• Manx shearwater – 80%
• Northern gannet – nearly 70%
• Great skua – 60% 
• Majority of all these are on Scottish islands
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Decline of >70% since 1986



60% decline 
between 
1986 and 
2009

http://www.rspb-images.com/saveas.cfm?image=3167




12+ Colonies Lost in recent centuries





Manx shearwater AOB

Pre-eradication 2013 2016
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Winter rat eradication

• 171 ha – 1183 bait stations 
• 25X25 metre grid in coastal areas and the 

boulder field; 50X50 metre grid elsewhere
• Second generation anticoagulant in grain-based 

bait (ContracTM with Bromadiolone 0.005%)
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Frederiksen, M., Harris, M.P., Daunt, F., Rothery, P. and Wanless, S. 2004. The role of industrial fisheries and oceanographic 
change in the decline of North Sea black-legged kittiwakes. Journal of Applied Ecology 41: 1129-1139





Prioritising UK islands



Prioritising UK Islands

• 10,000 islands in analysis
• Objective island prioritisation for INNS eradication
• Considers biodiversity gains, feasibility, sustainability
• Identifies islands where eradication not yet  feasible 

– other interventions needed.
• Objective UK island prioritisation for biosecurity.
• Subject to generic assumptions – needs subjective 

pragmatism overlaid.
• Indicative, not prescriptive: practical/socioeconomics



Where next?

From Stanbury et al. 2017



Island Rodent Eradication 
and 

Best Practice Toolkit





Structure

& sources of additional info

Overview + project management framework

Subject-specific 
annexes:
technical info & 
guidance

Worked examples of 
major project 
management 
documents

Templates / checklists 
for major documents



Annexes 
• Bait Station Operation
• Rodent Trapping and DNA Sampling
• Rodent surveillance
• Biosecurity measures
• Rodenticides – legalities/precticalities
• Logistics and Equipment
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