
 

 

Fostering a comprehensive institutional response to violence against 

women and domestic violence in Turkey 

 

What is the goal? 

► To strengthen national authorities’ capacity to respond to cases of violence against women and 

domestic violence, in compliance with European standards on preventing and combating violence 

against women and domestic violence, especially with the Council of Europe Convention on 

Preventing and Combating Violence against Women and Domestic Violence (Istanbul Convention). 
 

 

Who benefits from the action? 

► Victims/survivors of violence against women and domestic violence; 

► the Ministry of Family, Labour and Social Services;  

► the Ministry of Justice;  

► the Justice Academy of Turkey; 

► the Ministry of Interior, including the Police and Gendarmerie; 

► public officials at national and local levels, including the judges and prosecutors, police and 

gendarmerie officers, support service workers and judicial support officers; 

► international and non-governmental organisations working for combating violence against women, 

gender equality and women’s rights in Turkey. 

 

How will the action work?  

Building on recommendations of the monitoring mechanism of the Istanbul Convention, the Action supports 

the Turkish authorities in reinforcing their response to effectively prevent violence against women, to protect 

women victims/survivors from violence and to prosecute perpetrators through: 

►  revising and developing training programmes and modules for legal and law enforcement professionals, 

officials providing support services and other public officials; 

► establishing pool of trainers and conducting specialised trainings, including training-of-trainers, cascade 

trainings and a tutored on-line HELP training course;  

► developing guidelines, protocols, checklists and practical tools; 

► organising expert discussions, peer-to-peer exchanges, international and provincial workshops and 

seminars; 

► awareness raising through a study visit, sharing promising practices of other countries and publication 

of materials. 

 

https://www.coe.int/fr/web/conventions/full-list/-/conventions/rms/090000168008482e
https://www.coe.int/fr/web/conventions/full-list/-/conventions/rms/090000168008482e
https://rm.coe.int/recommendations-of-the-committee-of-the-parties-for-turkey/pdfa/1680920060
https://www.coe.int/en/web/istanbul-convention/about-monitoring1


 

 

What do we expect to achieve? 

► Increased knowledge and skills of key authorities to effectively prevent and combat violence against 

women and domestic violence; 

► strengthened institutional mechanisms of support services to address the rights and needs of women 

victims/survivors of violence;  

► enhanced access to justice of women victims/survivors of violence by building the capacities of judicial 

support services; 

► strengthened co-ordination and co-operation among the relevant state authorities and stakeholders in 

their response to the cases of violence against women and domestic violence; 

► increased awareness on the need for data collection on cases of violence against women, including 

sexual violence.  

 

 

How much will it cost? 

► The total budget of the Action is 800.000 EUR. 

► The budget allocated to the overall Horizontal Facility programme amounts to 41 Million EUR (85% 

funded by the European Union, 15% by the Council of Europe).  

 

How to get more information? 

► Council of Europe, Gender Equality Division: www.coe.int/en/web/genderequality 

► Council of Europe Ankara Programme Office website: www.coe.int/en/web/ankara 

► Horizontal Facility website: https://pjp-eu.coe.int/en/web/horizontal-facility/home  

► Marija Simić, Horizontal Facility Communication Officer, Marija.SIMIC@coe.int, +381 63 601 337 

► Besnik Baka, Horizontal Facility Communication Officer, Besnik.BAKA@coe.int, +355 69 217 8430 

 

About Horizontal Facility for the Western Balkans and Turkey 

The “Horizontal Facility for the Western Balkans and Turkey 2019-2022” is a joint initiative of the European 

Union and the Council of Europe that enables the Beneficiaries to meet their reform agendas in the fields 

of human rights, rule of law and democracy and to comply with the European standards, including where 

relevant within the framework of the EU enlargement process. This three-year programme covers actions 

in Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, North Macedonia, Serbia, Turkey, as well as Kosovo* 

and it is implemented by the Council of Europe from May 2019. 

*This designation is without prejudice to positions on status, and is in line with UNSCR 1244 and the ICJ Opinion on 

the Kosovo Declaration of Independence. 

file:///C:/Users/Gurol/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/DNNU6SF2/www.coe.int/en/web/genderequality
file:///C:/Users/Gurol/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/DNNU6SF2/www.coe.int/en/web/ankara
https://pjp-eu.coe.int/en/web/horizontal-facility/home
mailto:Marija.SIMIC@coe.int
mailto:Besnik.BAKA@coe.int


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

This leaflet was produced with the financial support of the European Union and the Council of Europe. The views expressed herein 

can in no way be taken to reflect the official opinion of either party. 

 

The Council of Europe is the continent’s leading human 

rights organisation. It comprises 47 member states, 

including all members of the European Union. All 

Council of Europe member states have signed up to 

the European Convention on Human Rights, a treaty 

designed to protect human rights, democracy and the 

rule of law. The European Court of Human Rights 

oversees the implementation of the Convention in the 

member states. 

www.coe.int  

 

 

The Member States of the European Union have 

decided to link together their know-how, resources and 

destinies. Together, they have built a zone of stability, 

democracy and sustainable development whilst 

maintaining cultural diversity, tolerance and individual 

freedoms. The European Union is committed to sharing 

its achievements and its values with countries and 

peoples beyond its borders. 

www.europa.eu  

 

 

http://www.coe.int/
http://www.europa.eu/

