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INTRODUCTION

An essential aspect for sustainable urban development is
ensuring an active role of communities in decision-making
about their own historic towns, and working together with
experts and local authorities to realise these decisions.

"Community-led Urban Strategies in Historic Towns"
(COMUS) project is a joint initiative of the European

Union and the Council of Europe and is part of the Eastern
Partnership Culture Programme of the European Union,
considered to be the continuation of Kyiv Initiative: Pilot
Project on "Rehabilitation of Cultural Heritage in Historic
Towns". The functions of the project have been implemented
since January 1, 2015 in member countries of the

project - Armenia, Georgia, Ukraine, Republic of Moldova,
Belarus. The key partner of the project is the international
Organisation of World Heritage Cities (OWHC).

COMUS is focused particularly on promoting social and eco-

nomic development, enhancing cultural heritage resources

in historic towns. The project aims to develop heritage-based
strategy that will address restoration of the historic town cen-
tre, will boost tourism and economic development.

Goris has been chosen as a pilot town for COMUS and since
year 2015 it has been an observer member of the interna-
tional Organisation of World Heritage Cities.



Anphu pwnwpen 1885 fe.-hu, thujwnh Ypw gpuwiy jnipu
hpwhwlwgyws fo. etjinph Ynnuhg, wnpunwagdyt|
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Town of Girusi (Goris) in 1885, Antique woodcut by T.
Taylor, Drawn by Bertrand Provenance for "The Universal
Geography, the Earth and its inhabitants” by Elisee Reclus,
Published by Virtue U Co Ltd, London.
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HISTORY

Goris is one of the oldest settlements in the
Syunik region of Armenia. According to the data
of year 2016, the first references to it in historic
sources go back to the 13 century. Goris was
founded on the left bank of the Vararakn River,
in a unique natural environment surrounded by
hills, ravines, rocks, and caves, where, for defen-
sive purposes, people used to build their homes
in cone-shaped rocks and caves. Therefore, the
districts of the settlement were formed along
natural paths.



dwjnwhnp tnubph wunhdwuwywu pun-
(wjudwu b pwluwyh wytjwgdwu htwn-
uwupny 19-pn nwnph Gpypnnpn Y&uhg
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Due to gradual expansion of the houses built

in rocks and growth of their number, from the
second half of the 19™" century, according to the
Master Plan, Goris started developing on the
highland, flat area on the right bank of the river.

Owing to favourable political and economic con-
ditions in the country, as well as due to expan-
sion of highway road construction in the region
as a result of an active trade relations among the
neighbouring towns, active construction period
started in new Goris. Today's residential districts
with 1-2 storey houses, the social centre, ad-
ministrative, commercial, and public buildings
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Qnphup Sniuwt Upninp thnnng, 1936 fp.,
Lwjwutnwuh yuwwndnipjwl pulqupuwlh wpfuhy

Gusan Ashot Street in Goris, 1936,
Archive of the History Museum of Armenia 1936




Fuwytih pwpwyp, 20-pn nwph uyhyp,
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Cave settlement, early 20" c., Photo by: G. Galstyan
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that form the historic centre of the town were
built on the rectangular network of the streets
following the pattern of unique architecture.

Shortly afterwards, Goris received the status

of a town (in 1885) and became the adminis-
trative and trade centre of Zangezur province.
With the construction of Yerevan-Joulfa railroad
circumventing Goris at the beginning of the
20™" century, the town started losing a number
of its important functions. Despite this fact,

as a result of its gradual growth, the town has
expanded its territory by 2-3 times and has
increased the number of buildings.

11



Ujnnthwuntpa, @nphup ywwndwywu 4euwn-
nnuh hupuntejwlu twywu thnthnjuntenuutn
sGU GNGy:

Qnphu pwnwph Upwyntpwhu dwnwlugntejwu
yGpwywuguuwl nt oguinwgnpsdwl Uhongny
Upw hGunwagw Yuwjntu ywpgwgdwup, puwy-
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However, the historical centre of Goris has not
undergone significant changes.

The favourable geographical location of Goris, its
natural and climatic conditions, the unique land-
scape with numerous natural monuments, the rich
historical and cultural heritage developed during
centuries, and the original national traditions, as
well as all engineering infrastructures and scientific
potential are important preconditions for imple-
mentation of the project aimed at further sustaina-
ble development of the town and improvement of
the living standards of the local population through
restoration and usage of cultural heritage of Goris.

12




<hU Inphup hwdwyUwwwnytn, 1800 fp.,
Lwjwutnwlp wyuwwndnipjwl pwlqunwlh wnpfuhy

Panorama of Old Goris, 1800,
Archive of the History Museum of Armenia




Uywlquwnn uwd Ownh pubp puwnwdwu,
Ywnnigdwdé 1960-wlhwllEnhl

Avant-garde or Bird Nests District
built during the 1960s
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LOCAL STAKEHOLDERS
GROUP

The Local Stakeholders Group of the COMUS
project was formed based on the mapping car-
ried out by the Project Officer, through surveys
and interviews conducted with the National
Coordinator.

In the course of several meetings, the group
consisting of local authorities, community activ-
ists, small and medium enterprises, took part in
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the general activities related to the COMUS pilot
town. The group was directly involved in identi-
fication of basic problems, search for solutions,
definition of the shared vision and objectives,
as well as development of the actions aimed at
restoration of the town's heritage. During the
project stages, by preliminary and final selection
of the group, those actions were defined, for
which Preliminary Technical Assessments and
Feasibility Studies were developed.

16
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View from Old Goris
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SHARED
VISION

elaborated by Local
Stakeholders Group

Goris will again grow into a creative hub of
Southern Armenia, based on the existing hu-
man potential, cultural resources, natural and
cultural scenery and intangible heritage.

Development of heritage-based strategy,
aimed at restoring the historical city centre,
might boost tourism and economic devel-
opment. It might enhance attractiveness of
urban complexes and landscapes; moderni-
zation of public areas and infrastructures will
ensure favourable conditions for residence
and work, promoting balanced sustainable
development of the town and protecting the
existing high-value historical-architectural
buildings.

®nnng Ynphunid
Street in Goris
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“nywaq Inphu punuwiph wuindzwlynieuwhu
hhduwynndwl Uwfuwagdhg,

h&nhUwllbn U. Snpgnpywl, <. Uwlwdjwl,
U. Ynywdppjwt, 1982 .

Fragment from Historical and
Cultural Preposition Plan of Goris,
Authors: A. Grigoryan, H. Sanamyan,
A. Gyulamiryan, 1982
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snipntup npwtu hELwyGwn, wupwuwuntbiny
2nowyw pbwywywptph htun hwdwagnn-

swygntpe)ntup

JdEpwytunwuwgut] ywundwywl pwunw-

pp nhwnwnytiny wju npwtu dwnwugnt-
Wl Wwhuwwuntejwl U ypnuw2nontejwl
qunowguwil 2undhg

OBJECTIVES
of the Shared Vision

Enhance tourism, aimed at the integrated

use of natural and cultural potential of the
region, increasing competitive attractiveness
of Goris, strengthening cooperation with the
neighbouring settlements

Revive the historical city, viewing it as pres-

ervation of heritage and a driving force for
development of tourism

21
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awgqut|ny pwnuwpuwjht unwyuwndwu Gu-
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[nahwwGu Jwpntp wpunwnpntejniuutpp

Promote development of creative fields,

through a combination of natural and cultural
landscape and intangible heritage, considering
the existing potential in the IT sector and location
on the historical Silk Road as an advantage

Improve the tools of increasing educational

and public awareness, to promote preserva-
tion of heritage, development and spreading of
related fields

Create environments necessary to lead
healthy lifestyles, developing the urban
management infrastructures and popularizing

environmentally friendly production

22



Qnphuh Up. Inhgnp Lniuwynnphs GyGntgnt Unwinpp,
19-20-pn nn.

Entrance of Saint Gregory The Illuminator
Church in Goris, 19-20 cc.
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cLSMrduo
anronanife3nruucr

(npnug hwdwp dpwyyt Gu bwl bpw-
qnndG hniejwl nwund bwuphpnigniutn)

1 Qnphup pwnwpwhb yuwundwywu
hnnnguph wpnhwywuwgnid

2 <hU G@nphuh pwpwldwywjhu
puwywywinh yGpwytunwuwgnid

<hU Qnppup JEpwwlwqldwl Uwfuwaqdhg,
h&nhUwlubn U. Iphgnpywl, <. Uwlbwdjwl,
U. Ynywdppjwl, 1982 p.

Fragment from Old Goris Restoration Project,
Authors: A. Grigoryan, H. Sanamyan,
A. Gyulamiryan, 1982




SHORTLISTED
ACTIONS

(for which Preliminary Technical
Assessments have been developed)

1 Transport System and Stations
for Goris community area

Goris Urban
Streets Rehabilitation

Study and Proposal for
the 5" facade (roofs)

vy

Rehabilitation of Old Goris
Cave town

N

Redevelopment of Surrounding area
of the Football field to Sport Cultural Park

Ul




SELECTED
ACTIONS

(for which Feasibility Studies
have also been developed)

1 Goris Urban Streets
Rehabilitation

2 Rehabilitation of Old Goris
Cave town

<hU Anphup yEnwhwlqudwl
hwyEguljwnpquhb wnwownly,
h&nhluwllbn U. Snpgnpjwl,

< Uwlwdjwl, U. Ynywdhnpjwl, 1982p6.
Old Goris Restoration Conceptual Project,
Authors: A. Grigoryan,

H. Sanamyan, A. Gyulamiryan, 1982
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1850-wywu pywywuutphg Ywpwpwyu gb-
inh wowhujw tnwpwodntejwu ypuw uyuyned
&U Lnp @nphuph hhdbwnpdwu w2uwwnuwlp-
UGpp: Fninu 2pbwnpwpwywu gnpdntuGnie)nt-
Up dwywiynd £ gquywnuwutun Unwpwgynt
dwdwlwy 1870-wywl pywywlltphu,
Uwlniwn-FEY UG hp £jnuthlujwuh gnpdntu

GORIS URBAN
STREETS
REHABILITATION

The works of establishing New Goris on the
right bank of Vararakn River started in 1850s.
Rapid construction activities were carried out
in the 1870s, when Staratski was the prov-
ince head, with active participation of Ma-
nuchar-Bek Melik Hyuseinyan, according to
the design drawn by a German architect.

28




Annhujwl nwnwwu
Gorisian Gate



FuwlyEh tnniu Inphuntd
House in Goris



dwutwygnipjwup U gbpdwuwgh dwpunwi-
nuwwGnnh yuydwo bwjuwagony:

Lnp @nphuh gfuwynp hwwnwywaghop
Uwluwagoynid £ 18-pn nwph nniuwyuwu
pwnwpwznuntpjwup punnng uyypniup-
utpny: <w2yh wnubiny tntnwuph
hUwpwynnnieniultpp puwywywjph
ywnniguwwwwndwl hwdwp puinpynid
E w2uwphp ynnuGnph bjwwndwdp Uh
thnpn 2GNYwo, hnfuwnwnawpwn nin-
Nnwhwjwg thnnngutGph gwug, puwn npp
UhJjwlughg tnwpptp hGnwynpntejntl-
utp ntubgnn thnnngutph hwwnnidhg
wnuwowunid GU pwnwynwuh™ 106x106
Jd nLpwnwuyntu™ 106x212 J swthGnh
pUwyG h pwnwdwubp W 212x212 U
swhGnpny hwuwpwywywu yGuunpnu:

The Master Plan of New Goris was drawn
up in the 18" century, according to the
principles characteristic of the Russian town
planning. Taking into account the possibili-
ties of the area, a network of streets, a little
inclined towards the parts of the world,
mutually perpendicular, was chosen, in
which, intersection of the streets located at
different distances from one another, cre-
ates square - 106x106 m - and rectangu-
lar - 106x212 m- residential districts and a
social centre sized 212x212 m. The pivotal
streets were designed with width of 24 m,
and the width of the rest of the roads was

31



Unwlugpwjhu thnnngutpp bwfuwagdynid
GU 24 U (wjuntpjwdp, huy vuwgwslubpp
17 J: ®dnnngutph dwjptnpp uwwnyyt|
GU U dwnwuwnuyytl hhdyuwywuntd peh,
Jwuwup Yenwuh U pwih dwntnny:
Uwjptyntpny wugywagytb| GU nnnadwlu
onGnh wnntutnp:

1947 p. «Lwjwbnlwfuwaghd» huuwnp-
nntnnd Awpunwpwwtun M. funjGgjwuh
Ynnuhg Yuydynid £ Inphu pwunwph
ywnpawgdwu U Jwupwdwul hwunw-
ywagodwl bwfuwahop, nph hwdw-
ALUJU\ anjntp)ntu ntubgnn ntnnwiby ntu
hwwnwywagduwhu gwugp UGfuwuhyn-
NGU lnwpwoynid £ puwywywiph hjnt-
uhuwjhU b wpuUwnjwl Jwutph” JGo
ptpnientuuGpny (wuetnhu:

17 m. The sidewalks of the streets were
paved and planted with trees, mostly mul-
berry, also sweet cherry, and cherry. Irriga-
tion water ditches were constructed along
pavement edges.

In 1947, in "ArmStateDesign” (ArmGos-
Proyekt) Institute, architect P. Khoyetsyan
developed a new Master Plan and Detailed
Planning Project according to which the
existing rectangular street network auto-
matically stretched out to highly slanting
slopes on the Northern and Western parts
of the settlement.
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UUhpwadtywn £ Jwjpetpp yGpwywnnigtb,
hwunwuwbu ywundwywl dhontyh uwh-
dwuutpnid, mGnuywl uwjwpwnptpny®
huwpuwynphu funtuwthtiny wudpwiuinuw -
wwwinnidhg, yGpwywuqutiny bwfubwywu
inGupp: Mwwndwywu dhontyh tnwpwopnid
gwuywih t, np thnnngutpp unyuwGu uw-
lwnyyGU inGnwyuw pupGpny, huly wnpgt-
LNgh tnwnpwophg nnLpu uwnnn Gu uwjwny-
Y& Uhuwju dwjpbnp’ thanngLpp pnnutiny
wudwinuwjuin:

BRIEF DESCRIPTION
OF THE PROPOSAL

It is necessary to modernize the sidewalks,
especially in the historic centre, using local
paving stone, avoiding asphalt whenever
possible, restoring the original appearance.
It is preferable that the streets in the historic
centre are also paved with local stones, and
outside the reserve area it is possible to pave
only the sidewalks, leaving the streets laid
with asphalt.
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Pwnuwph dwytnpunipwhb opwhtnuwgnt-
dp huwpwdnp £ hpwywuwgut] dwjptnhu
ynigwhtn wugunn wnntutph dnhongny,
hush hwdwn wuhpwdadt2wn £ yGpwyuwnnt-
gt wjn wnntutph wdpnne hwdwywnanp
nGnwywu pwyw|n pwnptpny, yGpw-
ywuqut| pwunwd U fuwpwnpywd hwwn-
Jwoutpp, wuhpwdt2unniejwu ntuwpntd
[wWjUwgqut] U junpwgqut) jwjuwywl thnnng-
uGpny wugunn wnntuGpp, Ywnnigb| yon-
ohlUltnh qtwnh Ut [9yG|nt hwunywsutpp®
wwwhnytGny ontph wuwnpgb| hnupp qt-
inh UG wjn hwwnywasutph dwhdwgnidhg
funtuwthGint hwdwin:

Surface drainage of the town can be imple-
mented by means of the ditches parallel to
the sidewalks, for which it is necessary to
reconstruct the whole system of the ditches
with local basalt stones, to rebuild the de-
stroyed and damaged parts, if necessary,
to widen and deepen the ditches on lateral
streets, to construct their segments pouring
into the river, ensuring unhindered flow of
water into the river, to avoid bogging up of
these sections.
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Gnphu pwnwpentd wnwyt| nhinwpdwl GU dwpunwnpuwwt-
tnwwl wnwudhu ywnnigutpp, Upwugny yuwydwynnp-
Jwo thnnngutpp, wwundwywu ygunpnup: ennngutipn
utn dwjpetpp dwnwwnuyywsd Gu hhduwywunid preh, dw-
uwdp yenwuh b pwih dwntpny: Uwjptynptnny wugunid
GU nnngUwl opGph wnntutp:

Fuwyt h mutph hhduwywu Udniinptph ynnpehu ng-
nwnpywo Gu GnG| Lunwpwuutn, npntn buwnt| b wugnt-
nwnahU GU hEnut| puwyhsutpp: Uju puwunwpwhbwyuwu
U dwpunwpwuwtunwagbnupybuunwywu wdpnnontentup
uintnond £ punwpwihu wwwundwywu uh Uhowyun:

SIGNIFICANCE

The most spectacular parts of Goris town are certain archi-
tectural structures, the streets formed by them, and the his-
torical centre. There are mainly mulberry, partly sweet cherry,
and cherry trees on the narrow sidewalks of the streets. Irri-
gation water ditches are constructed along pavement edges.

There were benches next to the main entrances of residen-
tial houses, where the residents sat and watched the events
happening around them. This town building and architectur-
al-artistic integrity creates a historical urban environment.



UMISNrLRLENE

Zhylbwlywu thnnngutph dwjptph ytpwywugudwdp,
hGnGnwuwunwn hwdwywnagh wpnhwywuwgdwdp W
hGdwuywjhu ninhutph Yuwnnigdwdp Gnphuntd fwywun-
nGU pwnGlwyyLne £ HCUULULH’]QLUL{LUJDD\ uintnotiny bwl
prhyGuup hwdwp unp hbwpwynpntejntuutn:

Uuhpwdtn huwbuwynpnidp Ynwhwn hwpwnpyut-
nny Yuyutntt 2nine 2'901'550°000 % (5,474,051 €), npp
ywpnn £ hpwywlwgyt| hnyuwjhb Gnuwuwyny:

Sunnntpjntup Ywpnn £ [hUG| thnywhu nwpptpwyny:

RESULTS

Due to reconstruction of main streets sidewalks, moderniza-
tion of drainage systems and construction of cycle lanes, the
living environment of Goris town will be increased, providing
also new business opportunities.

Necessary funding: According to draft estimation, this will
amount to about 2'901'550'000% (5,474,051€) and can be
implemented in stages.

Duration: Goris Urban Streets Rehabilitation should be im-
plemented in phases.
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<hU 9nphup YEpwwlagdwl
hwybEgulwnpquyhb wnwowny,
h&nhuwlubn U. Snpgnpywl, <. Uwlwdjwl,
U. nywdhnjwt, 1982 p.

Old Goris Restoration Conceptual Project,
Authors: A. Grigoryan, H. Sanamyan,
A. Gyulamiryan, 1982
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<hU G@nphuh hupbuwwnhwnienup yuwjdwuwynpywo k
hwunywwtu 2nowuyuiinnn pUmraJLuth\ ynuwal ninnui-
ahg dwjntpny: Uju Uhtgl 20-pnnwnh uyhypp wdpnn-
ontpjwdp pbwytgywsd £ Gntl yunuwantu dwdwuwyut-
nhg: Udpnng pbwywyuwinph tnwpwdwyuwl unnigywopn
Unyut| £t pbwywu inbGnwuph tnwpwdwywu Autpp:

REHABILITATION
OF OLD GORIS CAVE TOWN

The destructiveness of Old Goris is mainly due to the sur-
rounding nature, the cone-shaped vertical rocks. Until the
beginning of the 20" century, it was entirely inhabited since
earliest times. The spatial structure of the whole settlement
repeated the spatial forms of the natural site.
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ZhU Gnphuh tnwpwdpnid gunuynn wyuwwn-
JwawnpunuwpuwuwGunwywu hnpwnpdwllus-
np U pbwywu pGpotpu nt «ppwinwiytpp»
hpGug hGuwppphp wuunynp autpny
Lnwglinid U punwipwii Uhowdwinp,
hwpuwnwagund wju b upwl hwnnpnnd
aGnwnpytunwywu unp npwy: LEpYw
hpwyhdwynid £hu 3nphuh ntph wywnh-
Jwguuwu hwdwn wuhpwdtown £ wwjuw-
hnyG| U pwpGluydt upw puywndp
Jwpwpwyu gbunh we U Awfu wthGphu
Agynn sywnniguuwjwnyuwd hwinyguwout-
nhg, hwwnywuwtbu Upw wowthujw pwpdn
nhnp ntutignn «bwhu pwz» Yngynn hwn-

puIlhg, hUswbu Uwl Iphgnn Lwptywgnt,

Anhgnp Swelwgnt, Undhunwuh U Gnwuwu

Uznunh thnnngLtinhg: Layws thinngubnhg

puywdwu wwwhnyndp ywpunp £ <hu b

Lnp @nphulph hnpphuywopwihu thnfu-
ywwywontpjwl wdpwwunduwu hwdwn:

Jdwpwpwyl gGnp wowthujw hwwnywdout-

np bywwnwywhwnpdwn £ sywnniguiujwi-

b b ogunwagnndt nhwtbu nhinwhpwwwi-

pwyutnp:
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BRIEF
DESCRIPTION OF
THE PROPOSAL

The historical-architectural monuments
located in Old Goris area, the natural

caves and caverns, with their unusual and
interesting forms complement the urban
environment, enriching it and giving it a
new artistic quality. To activate Old Goris'
role in the current situation, it's necessary to
ensure and improve its perception from the
undeveloped parts stretching along the right
and left banks of Vararakn River, particularly
from upland "Calin Bash" platform on the
right bank of the river, as well as from
Grigor Narekatsi, Grigor Tatevatsi, Komitas,
and Gusan Ashot streets. For reaching this
results it is important the enhancement of
compositional correlation between Old and
New Goris. It is expedient to leave the right-
bank parts of Vararakn River undeveloped
and use them as observation platforms.
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ZwlpwwGunwywu Lpwuwyniejwl wywn-
dwu2wynipwihu wpgbing &, npp utp-
Yujwlntd £ W npwytu plwywl, U npwtu
Awnpunuwpuwuwtunwyuwu hnpwnpawl: ££
Uintuhph dwpyh ywuwnuniejwl W upwynt)-
eh wupwnd hnpwpawuutph WGwnmwywu
gnigwyh Ut uGpwnywo Gu Up. Lnhthup-
JG Gytntghu, «UG hputph» Gytntghu, 52
pUWYG h pwnpwn, pwpwudwywhu wd-
dhpwunpnup, pwpwywuwwnniup, puwyt-
Lh pwpwipnipgtph hwdwihpp, Qugtann
wuJnpngp, Ahphwupn, Ywpwpwyu gtunh
Upwjh ywdnipep, 9 plwyth nntl, gGpty-
dwlngp, lnwwuwuwpuwntn U juwspuwntbn:

SIGNIFICANCE

It is a historical-cultural reserve of repub-
lican importance, which is both a natural
and architectural monument. The state list
of historical and cultural monuments of the
Syunik region of the RA includes St. Hripsime
Church, Meliks' church, 52 residential caves,
cave amphitheatre, caravanserai, residential
stone hill complex, Dzagedzor fortress, oil
presser, bridge over the Vararakn River, 9
residential houses, a graveyard, gravestones,
and khachkars.
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UMISNrLRLENE

ZhU Gnphuh yGpwytunwuwgdwu wn-
nntuputpp LunGuwywu b vpwyntpwjhu
EU: SuinGuwywu pwnwnphsny uGpnpnn-
utpp, npnup hwpnwd BU ypnuwponte-
juup, hwwnywwtu thnpnp ntdhohu atn-
utntgutpp Yuwnnn EU yunguigut hptlg
phyutup uintndtNY Unp wW2fuwnwint-
nGn, punGuyGing wmenh puwyhgutinh
YEUuwdwywnpnwyp: Upuunyu dwdw-
Lwy wju bwuwabnuntejwu wpnntupnid
uintnoytnt Gu hnpwpawuubnph Wywhwuwi-
untpjwl jwywagntu bwfuwnpjuutn:

RESULTS

The results of Old Goris rehabilitation will be
social and cultural. Economically oriented
investors, dealing with tourism, particularly
small and medium entrepreneurs, will be
able to enhance their business, creating new
working places and improving the living
standards of the local inhabitants. At the
same time, this initiative will create the best
preconditions for preservation of the monu-
ments.
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Sunnnipjntup ywnpnn kt |hut| thnt-
[WjhU tnwppGpwyny 6 wdujw Uw-
fuwwwunpuwunwywl w2uwinuwup-
utphg hGwn:

uL<4rudtecs drvuvuudnrniy,

nnp wpnn £ hpwywliwgytl thinywjhu
Gnwuwyny:

3'340'000'0000 %
(6,301,880 €)

NECESSARY FUNDING
that can be implemented in stages.

Duration: Restoration and reuse of
Old Goris is a long-term project and
after 6 months of preparation can be
implemented in phases.
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