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Freedom of expression 

• Legal guarantees 

• Protection of journalists and other 

media actors 

• Media independence 

• Media pluralism and diversity 

• Freedom of expression on the Internet 

Safeguards of Media Freedom 
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Are we going into the right direction ? 

Secretary General’s Report 

Growing distrust in democratic institutions 
contributes to delegitimising the press 

 Impunity endures: 18 murderers remain free 

 137 journalists are detained in Turkey, Azerbaijan 

the Russian Federation and Ukraine. 

 33 violations of Article 10 found by the ECHR in 2017 

 Independence of media is undermined by arbitrary 

shutdown and financial manipulation 

 Internet is arbitrary blocked and filtered 
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Platform to Protect Journalism 
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IP
I 

Number of alerts 
posted/contributed to 
by each partner since  

April 2015 
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Platform to Protect Journalism 

Number of 
journalists currently 
in detention per 
country 

9 Azerbaijan 
7 Russian 

Federation 

108 Turkey 

3 Ukraine 
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Platform to Protect Journalism 

Alerts  
distributed  

by source of threat 

62 Non-state 

260 State 

55 Unknown 
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Platform to Protect Journalism 

377  

Total number of 
registered alerts 

Acts with 
chilling effect 

Impunity 

Harassment 

Detention 

Physical attacks 
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Platform to Protect Journalism 

377  

Total number of 
registered alerts 

55% Alerts 

with a member 
state reply or a 
CoE follow-up  
 

45% Alerts with 

neither a member 
state reply nor a 

CoE follow-up  
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Platform to Protect Journalism 

in 2015 since April 

in 2016 

in 2017 

377  

ALERTS 
in 2018 

157 
REPLIES 



Tackling Information Disorder 

First Draft Partner 
Network Meeting 

July 3rd , 2017 
Strasbourg 

Information 
Disorder 

Report 

seminar on fake news and 

addressing disinformation 

Impact of Closed Networks on the 
French Election 
Impact of Fighting Fake News as they 
Are Being Spread 
Newship as a Tool for Identifying 
whether and how Misinformation is 
Spreading Online 
Launch of the InVId Verification 
Toolbox 
CrossCheck project  
 



Information Disorder Report 
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in the Media Field Proposed Actions and Recommendations 

• Support professional 

journalism 

• Develop information literacy 

programmes 

• Support the prevention of 

hate speech 

• Promote safety of journalists 

Secretary General’s Report 
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to Member States Proposed Actions and Recommendations 

• Refrain from misusing defamation 

and anti-terrorism laws 

• Ensure effective investigation of 

offences committed against 

journalists 

• Ratify the Convention on Access 

to Official Documents 

• Assure sustainable funding for 

public service media 

 

Secretary General’s Report 



Draft recommendation  
on media pluralism and 
transparency of media 
ownership  

new standards 

Information Society Department 

Draft  
recommendation  

on internet 
intermediaries 

Study on media 
coverage of 
elections  

Study on the  
use of internet  
in electoral  
campaigns 

2017  
HIGHLIGHTS 

Study on  
algorithms 



Assistance Programme 

Programmes  
and Projects 
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Assessments 
of national 

legislation: Ukraine, 
Albania, Poland 

co-operation projects 

*Toute référence au Kosovo mentionnée dans ce texte, que  
ce soit le territoire, les institutions ou la population, doit se 

comprendre en pleine conformité avec la Résolution 1244  
du Conseil de Sécurité des Nations-Unies et sans préjuger  

du statut du Kosovo. 

2017  
HIGHLIGHTS 



Study on 
development and 
use of artificial 
intelligence 

strategy for an inclusive 
media environment 
 

Information Society Department 

2018  
2020 

Standard setting 
instrument on 
promoting 
media and 
media literacy 

Report on the effect  
of media on the 
inclusiveness of the 
society 

Targeted activities 
with media 

stakeholders to 
promote diversity 

Study on human 
right dimensions of 
automated data 
processing 



Study on the liability  
and jurisdictional issues 
of defamation laws 

strategy on  
digital technologies 

Information Society Department 

2018  
2020 

Recommendation for 
quality journalism in the 
digital age 

Tailored  
responses to  
information 

disorder 
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