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FOLLOW-UP OF RECOMMENDATION NO. 190 (2016), ON THE CONSERVATION 
OF NATURAL HABITATS AND WILDLIFE, SPECIALLY BIRDS, IN AFFORESTATION 

OF LOWLAND IN ICELAND 

Dear Iva Obretenova 

As you know, the AEWA Standing Committee, at its 12th meeting, decided to adopt the same 
set of Recommendations as the Bern Convention did with Recommendation No. 190 (2016). On May 
2nd this year the Ministry for the Environment and Natural Resources responded to a letter from the 
AEWA Standing Committee on the subject: "Implementation Review Process: plans for lowland 
afforestation in Iceland threatening breeding habitats of AEWA-listed water bird species – 
recommendations from the AEWA Standing Committee to the Government of Iceland." See attached 
letter/report dated May 2nd. Following the letter/report from the Ministry the AEWA Secretariat asked 
for some further information on the above subject, see attached letter dated 11th May 2017. The 
Ministry responded to the letter with an e-mail dated November 1st 2017, see attached. 

The Icelandic Institute of Natural History, IINH, have at this moment nothing to add to the 
national report given by the Ministry for the Environment and Natural resources to AEWA. The IINH 
is working on several of the recommendations as described under appropriate items in the national 
report. This includes the Nature Conservation Register where selection of sites for protection in an 
ecological network of protected areas, including habitat types and important bird areas. The selection 
of sites will take notice of appropriate Resolutions adopted by the Standing Committee of the Bern 
Convention. The IINH is working on a comprehensive monitoring plan for key ecological elements in 
Icelandic nature, including birds and habitats. The IINH have published two new basic scientific 
reports on Habitat Types in Iceland http://utgafa.ni.is/fjolrit/Fjolrit_54.pdf and Important Bird Areas 
http://utgafa.ni.is/fjolrit/Fjolrit_55.pdf both publications have abstract in English. 

The work that have been described here will in one way or the other affect afforestation in 
lowland areas in Iceland and will contribute to follow up of Recommendation No. 190 (2016).

Yours sincerely 

Trausti Baldursson 
Director of Ecology and Consultancy Department 

http://utgafa.ni.is/fjolrit/Fjolrit_54.pdf
http://utgafa.ni.is/fjolrit/Fjolrit_55.pdf
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