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EU Action Plan for nature, 
people and the economy 

• Updating the “Key concepts document on the period of 
reproduction and prenuptial migration of huntable bird 
Species in the EU”;

• Supporting stakeholder platforms to address conflicts 
between people and protected species (on large 
carnivores, cormorants, and geese);

• Promoting better stakeholder involvement (including 
hunters and landowners) in the Natura 2000 Network;

• Developing further single and multi-species action plans for 
a range of bird species, including huntable birds;

• Evaluating of the impact of the Common Agricultural Policy 
(CAP) on biodiversity;

•  Strengthening links between natural and cultural heritage.





Council conclusions on 
the EU Action Plan for nature

6. Without jeopardising the conservation objectives and 
requirements set within the Nature Directives, RECOGNISES 
that the flexibility of implementation approaches that take 
into account specific national circumstances contributes to 
the reduction and progressive elimination of unnecessary 
conflicts and problems between nature protection and 
socioeconomic activities, as well as to addressing the practical 
challenges resulting from the application of the annexes to 
the Directives; 



Fitness Check/EU Action Plan 

• Identified important gaps in the effectiveness and 
efficiency of the implementation of the Nature 
Directives strengthening enforcement and allocating 
additional resources;

• HIGHLIGHTS the importance of further stakeholder 
engagement at national, regional and local level, 
given the strong territorial dimension of the Nature 
Directives (Council Conclusions, 19 June 2017); 

• UNDERSCORES the need to build and maintain 
political ownership for the implementation of the 
Nature Directives and to strengthen compliance…
– Priority B: Building political ownership and strengthening 
compliance



 FACE communications

Develop and support national communication strategies, promoting 
dialogue between all relevant interest groups, and noting cultural 
sensitivities. These strategies should be aimed to the conservation of 
bird population and based on the following principles:

(i.) this is about illegal killing of birds, not legal hunting;
(ii.) zero tolerance of illegal killing of wild birds; 
(iii.) recognition of legal hunting and sustainable use.





Non-Binding Charters & Codes of 
Conduct 

Bern Convention charter on Hunting and 
Biodiversity (2007)

In particular the principles;
•  No. 2 - Ensure that regulations are 

understandable and respected;
•  No. 3 - Ensure that harvest is ecologically 

sustainable; 
•  No. 8 - Empower local stakeholders and hold 

them accountable;
•  No. 11 - Encourage cooperation between all 

stakeholders

Partly targeted at hunting tourism to ensure it 
stays within the boundaries of legality/wise use.



European Charter on Hunting 
and Biodiversity



IK FACE Survey (Med. Europe)

In your opinion, does your government have appropriate 
legislation to deal with the illegal killing of birds in your 
country?
Yes (with some issues) – enforcement is the issue!                       
                    
Does your organisation provide advice to governments and/or 
others (e.g. law enforcement agencies) to assist in combatting 
the illegal killing of birds?
Yes (vast majority)
                       
In your opinion, what is the best way of combatting the illegal 
bird killing in your country?
Greater Enforcement, Greater collaboration, Communication, 
Education…







Communication

Provide advice on how to communicate

1. Your Hunting Federation is outraged, 
horrified, shocked... 

2. Quote distancing association from illegal 
killing and condemning the activity... 

3. Support the authorities with the 
investigation...

Provision of 50 
undercover 
marshals 
(FKNK)



Recent actions
• Communications - tool kit

– How to issue the perfect press release
– Awareness-raising: Hunter-driven/Self-imposed ethics 
– Education: Campaigns; Look alike species;   

• Monitoring/Enforcement
– Stronger collaboration between local communities  and law 

enforcement bodies 
– Some hunting associations training authorities on IK

• Finding best-practice
– Stronger collaboration between local communities and law 

enforcement bodies; penalties, good collaboration, & comms.  



Conference on IK in Brussels



Thank you for your attention

Contact: 
david.scallan@face.eu


