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DEAR COLLEAGUES,

Please welcome to the final newslet-
ter of the Council of Europe Project 
“Strengthening the Human Rights 
Protection of Internally Displaced 
Persons in Ukraine”.

The Project has been implemented 
under the framework of the Council 
of Europe Action Plan for Ukraine 
2015–2017, in response to the 
Ukrainian Government’s request for 
support and protection of the rights 
of internally displaced persons.

In its final phase, the Project has fur-
ther facilitated improvements to the 
legislative and regulatory frame-
work on IDPs, built up the capacity 
of authorities, civil servants, lawyers, 
NGOs in efficient protection of IDPs’ 
rights, has raised public awareness 
on the needs and concerns of inter-
nally displaced persons, supported 
initiatives for the integration and 
empowerment of IDPs at local level 
with the focus on finding durable 
solutions.

This newsletter contains information 
on major developments and events, 
which have been successfully com-
pleted in the final months of the 
Project implementation between 
April and December 2017.

During this period, marked by a 
number of positive developments in 
the legislative support and practice 
of protecting the rights and free-
doms of internally displaced per-
sons, we were proud to see the re-
sults achieved through consolida-
tion of efforts made by the Project 
and all our partners in supporting 
IDPs’ access to housing programmes 
and free secondary legal aid.

We would like to draw your particu-
lar attention to the newsletter sec-
tion that describes products and 
resources recently developed under 
the Project, including first in Europe 
manual systematising the case-law 
of the European Court of Human 
Rights relevant to internally dis-
placed persons.

Practitioners will find useful the 
leaflets with examples of advices 
related to the provision of free legal 
aid to IDPs in such matters as recov-
ery of documents, establishment of 
legal facts, access to social protec-
tion; as well as information materi-
als on prevention of gender-based 
violence, which provide contact 
details of organisations that assist 
victims.
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Publications, videos and other Pro-
ject resources will still be available 
at the webpage that will continue to 
function, even after the Project com-
pletion, at the following address: 
https://www.coe.int/en/web/kyiv/
idps

As always, I take this opportunity to 
thank our strong network of part-
ners, colleagues and everyone who 
took part in the Project activities.

Our team is thankful for your relia-
bility, expertise, constructive ap-
proaches, good practices, joint 
search for unique solutions, and for 
your contribution to the achieve-
ment of the Project objectives.

During 2015–2017, the Project 
worked actively; however, not all the 
issues facing internally displaced 
persons have been entirely resolved. 

One may point to a number of hu-
man rights issues that need to be 
brought to the foreground, requir-
ing expert and technical assistance 
to Ukrainian authorities towards 
their solution.

Hopefully, the international com-
munity and Ukrainian partners will 
further pay attention to better pro-
tection of internally displaced per-
sons in Ukraine in line with Council 
of Europe standards, achieving both 
systemic changes and changes to 
actual people’s lives.

Sincerely yours,

Ganna Khrystova,

Senior Project Officer 
“Strengthening the Human Rights 
Protection of Internally Displaced 
Persons in Ukraine”
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STAGE OF PROJECT 
IMPLEMENTATION
HIGHLIGHTS and 
ACHIEVEMENTS – 
APRIL to DECEMBER 2017

On April 5 the Working Group 
meeting on Improving National 
Legislation on the Protection of the 
Human Rights of Internally Dis
placed Persons took place. As a re-
sult of the meeting, participants 
expressed their wish to modify the 
format of the working subgroups in 
order to engage more experts into 
discussions, to improve communi-
cation between subgroups, and to 
set clear priorities to work on focus-
ing on feasible and concrete solu-
tions.

Regional Forum “Integration of 
IDPs and community develop
ment: best practices” was organ-
ised on April 7, 2017 in Dnipro, 
Dnipropetrovsk region. The pur-
pose of the Forum was to create a 
space for communication, experi-
ence exchange and networking for 
representatives of public institu-
tions and civil society organiza-
tions which implement projects 
promoting integration of IDPs into 
host communities in Dnipropetro-
vsk region. The Forum brought 
together up to 60 participants rep-
resenting departments of regional 
administration, educational and 
cultural institutions, centers of so-
cial services, international organi-
zations, UN agencies, national and 
local NGOs. Participants had an 
opportunity to present their prac-
tices in three different sections: 
integration through implementa-
tion of cultural and educational 
projects, integration through pro-
vision of social services, integra-
tion through initiatives on employ-
ment and capacity building of 
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IDPs. In the same sections partici-
pants have elaborated suggestions 
on activities and measures that 
they could jointly implement in 
cooperation with Dnipropetrovsk 
Regional State Administration in 
2017–2018.

National Conference “Protection 
of human rights of internally dis
placed persons: integration poli
cy on national and regional le
vels” organised on April 25, 2017 
in Kyiv. The purpose of the event 
was to familiarize the partners 
from governmental and non-gov-
ernmental sectors with the state of 
implementation of the national 
and regional programs of social 
adaptation and integration of  
internally displaced persons in 
Ukraine. The main challenges of 
national policy and regional re-
sponses to internal displacement, 
as well as the effective practices of 
the member states of the Council 
of Europe on this issue were also 
discussed. Participants of the event 
discovered regional practices on 

the adaptation and integration of 
displaced persons in host commu-
nities, as well as necessary mea-
sures to ensure a reintegration of 
the residents from “grey zone”.  
A common vision has been rea-
ched on the steps to improve na-
tional legislation on the protection 
of the rights of internally displaced 
persons.

Integration activity “Young Lead
ers Club” was successfully orga
nized on April 26, 2017 in Dnipro. 
The main purpose of the activity was 
to promote integration of displaced 
young people into host communi-
ties and to show different lifestyles 
useful to follow. Activity brought 
together around 300 senior students 
who now live in different districts of 
Dnipropetrovsk region. Participants 
of the event had an opportunity to 
communicate with leading busi-
nessmen and representatives of IT 
sphere. They also learned from sev-
eral success stories as an element of 
motivation for self-improvement 
and development.
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Integration activity for internally 
displaced persons located at IDPs 
camp in Nikopol, Dnipropetrovsk 
region was organized on April 27, 
2017. Inhabitants of the camp to-
gether with representatives of host 
community and public authorities 
planted various flowers and trees in 
the territory of the camp. Later chil-
dren took part in a series of hand-
made workshops and entertaining 
program with animators.
Alike integration activities for resi-
dents of the camps were organized 
with the support of the Project in 
Pavlograd, Kamyanske, Kryvyi Rih in 
Dnipropetrovsk region, which al-
lowed participants to work and rest 
together.

Workshops “Genderbased vio
lence: what the organizations 
working with IDPs and host com

munities should know” held in 
Severodonetsk (May 15, Luhansk 
region), Kramatorsk (May 16, Do- 
netsk region) and Dnipro (May 30). 
The aim of the workshops was to 
present standards and develop-
ments in preventing gender-based 
violence (hereinafter – GBV) during 
armed conflict and to improve ca-
pacities of inter-agency cooperation 
in preventing and responding to 
violence at the regional level. More 
than 100 participants were involved 
in the activities in three regions.
In particular, the specialists of dis-
trict departments of social protec-
tion, departments of family and 
youth, centers of social services for 
family, children and young people, 
which are responsible for imple-
menting activities towards prevent-
ing and responding to domestic vio-
lence, advocates of the centers of 
free legal aid provision, representa-
tives of UN agencies, international, 
national and local NGOs working 
with internally displaced people and 
the communities.
Participants learved about the con-
cept and factors of GBV and the con-
nection between GBV and internal 
displacement in the context of hu-
man rights standards of the Council 
of Europe. In the practical part of the 
workshop participants worked on 
the tools of preventing gender-
based violence and discussed the 
mechanisms to raise awareness and 
to assist the victims.
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Seminar on the prohibition of dis
crimination in the context of inter
nal displacement held by the Coun
cil of Europe and UNHCR was organ-
ized on June 9 in Kiev. Participants 
got acquainted with the manual 
“Council of Europe Handbook on 
Internal Displacement”, prepared 
within the Project by Mr Costas Pa-
raskeva, lecturer in Public Law, Uni-
versity of Cyprus, member of the 
Council of Europe Committee for the 
Prevention of Torture. 
The manual includes an analysis of 
the relevant case-law of the Euro-
pean Court of Human Rights in the 
context of internal displacement 
and it aims on guiding the lawyers, 
practitioners, policy makers and 
IDPs to the better understanding of 
the human rights of IDPs in order to 
ensure relevant instrument to pro-
tect those rights. The event brought 
together a wide range of experts 
from Bosnia and Herzegovina, Geor-
gia, Cyprus, France, Ukraine, who 
represented international organiza-
tions, research institutions, govern-
ment agencies, local authorities and 
civil society.

The results of the discussion and 
suggestions of participants were in-
cluded into the final document of 
the seminar “Internal displacement 
as a factor and possible ground for 
discrimination in Ukraine”.

Seminar “Protecting of Internally 
Displaced Persons’ Rights: Council 
of Europe Standards and Regional 
Practices in Ukraine” held on June 
15 in Odessa. The seminar aimed at 
presenting the Project pillars and 
main achievements, experience ex-
change in the field of protection of 
IDPs rights with a focus on good 
practices and initiatives in Myko-
layiv, Odesa and Kherson regions.
The event gathered around 45 par-
ticipants representing government 
agencies, non-governmental orga-
nizations, centers of free legal aid 
and academic community.
As a result, of thematic sessions and 
discussions, participants increased 
their knowledge on the Council of 
Europe standards on internal dis-
placement and deepened under-
standing of the ways of practical 
application of European human 
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rights standards including PACE and 
CM recommendations to conflict ef-
fected population.

Training “Preventing burnouts of 
professionals working with IDPs 
and affected population” was suc-
cessfully held on 20–22 June in Lu-
hansk region. 
Participants of the training repre-
sented local departments of social 
protection, pension funds and cent-
ers of social services from 10 districts 
of Luhansk region (3 contact line 
districts and other areas with the 
largest number of registered IDPs). 
Being staff members of the services 
directly working with clients (IDPs 
and affected population) partici-
pants mostly never took part in such 
trainings. 
Participants learned about them-
selves, their factors of burnouts and 
then tried to discover different 
sources of psychological renovation, 
practiced art, breathing, talking 
methods. They elaborated personal 
stress-coping strategies and security 
technics. Additionally, the training 

enhanced capacities of professionals 
to respond to the needs of IDPs and 
promoted integration and positive 
community relations.

Ukrainian delegation took part in 
the conference “Social And Econo
mic Rights For Forcibly Displaced 
Persons During the Conflicts in For
mer Yugoslavia” which was orga-
nized 27–28 June in Sarajevo (Bosnia 
and Herzegovina). The conference 
was focused on implementing eco-
nomic and social rights agreed with-
in the Sarajevo Declaration process. 
It was also aimed at promoting the 
use of the European Social Charter, 
the ratification of the revised treaty 
by all Council of Europe member 
States and the acceptance of the col-
lective complaints procedure. It ad-
dressed the issue of whether, to 
what extent and how, the Council of 
Europe and its human rights instru-
ments, in particular the European 
Social Charter and its monitoring 
mechanisms, can be of assistance in 
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devising and implementing such 
durable solutions notably the right 
to housing but also the right to be-
nefit from social welfare services.
Reflecting on the conference discus-
sions, Ukrainian delegation specifi-
cally stressed on positive experience 
and lessons learned from the Re-
gional Housing Program imple-
mented by the Council of Europe 
Deve lopment Bank providing hou-
sing solutions for IDPs and returnees 
in four Balkan states.

June – July 2017 11 trainings “Pro
viding free legal aid to internally 
displaced persons: national prac
tices and tips for legal consulta
tions” for lawyers working in legal 
aid offices were organized in Dnipro-
petrovsk, Donetsk, Kyiv and Luhansk 
regions. 
As trainers the members of the net-
work of lawyers-trainers performed. 
The network has been initiated by 
the Project in 2016. During the train-
ings participants worked on situa-
tions related to exercising rights of 
IDPs to property, education, free-

dom of movement, social protec-
tion. They discussed the standards 
of the Council of Europe in protec-
tion of human rights of IDPs, the role 
of the legal aid offices in ensuring 
the rights of internally displaced 
persons. 
Additional session to discuss the fac-
tors of gender-based violence in  
a conflict and the role of the system 
of free legal aid in preventing this 
phenomenon has been organized. 
It was facilitated by the regional  
coordinators of UNFPA in Ukraine.
As a result of the trainings partici-
pants noted the relevance and prac-
ticality of the information received 
and stressed the need to organize 
such activities regularly.

Round table “Regulation of the re
gional labor market situation by 
creating new job opportunities, 
promotion of small and medium 
enterprises development: experi
ence and perspectives” was orga-
nized on July 19 in Kramatorsk, 
Donetsk region. More than 50 par-
ticipants of the round table dis-
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cussed practical mechanisms and 
programs for promoting employ-
ment by creating new jobs, expand-
ing the scope of employment and 
developing small and medium-sized 
businesses. The event has been con-
cluded by the adoption of the final 
resolution, which contains the key 
areas for the facilitation of effective 
employment with the integration of 
vulnerable groups.

Study visit on the Council of Europe 
standards on internal displace
ment, especially, relevant case law 
of the European Court of Human 
Rights took place in Strasbourg, 
July 27–28. During the visit Ukrain-
ian delegation got acquainted with 
the recent developments of the Pro-
ject within the European Programme 
for Human Rights Education for Le-
gal Professionals (HELP). Thus, an 
online course on internal displace-
ment has been developed. Partici-
pants provided comments regard-
ing its adaptation to Ukrainian reali-
ties and further dissemination. 
Autumn this year, the Project plans 
to finalize the content of the course 

and start to work on its further im-
plementation. The study visit pro-
vided a space for discussions on 
governmental policies on IDPs in the 
Council of Europe member states, 
practical application of the Europe-
an Convention on Human Rights 
and the European Social Charter to-
wards internally displaced persons.

Summer School for organizations 
and institutions dealing with inter
nally displaced persons “Internal 
Displacement in Ukraine: Learning 
for common solutions” took place 
in Truskavets, Lviv region 14–18 Au-
gust 2017. Intensive five days pro-
gram of the School included inputs 
from international and national ex-
perts, panel discussions, thematic 
workshops, meetings of the Working 
Group on Improving National Legis-
lation on the Protection of the Hu-
man Rights of Internally Displaced 
Persons, space for experience ex-
change and study visits to organiza-
tions working with IDPs. Panel dis-
cussions of international experts 
were devoted to the Council of Eu-
rope standards of the protection of 
the rights of IDPs, in particular, the 
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European Social Charter and the 
case-law of the European Court of 
Human Rights. During thematic 
workshops participants learned 
about the practice of national 
courts and the case-law of the Eu-
ropean Court of Human Rights pro-
tecting IDPs, discussed the forms of 
advocacy and tools to combat gen-
der-based violence and discrimina-
tion, practiced methods to support 
internal resources for preventing of 
burnouts, discovered the tips for 
successful project management, 
partnership building and working 
with media. On the last day of the 
School participants visited three 
organizations working with inter-
nally displaced persons in Lviv re-
gion and exchanged experiences of 
integration projects implementa-
tion.

In September a regular meeting of 
the Working subgroup on the is
sues of confirmation of civil status 
and agreements, and recognition 
of relevant legal facts took place in 
Kyiv. Number of proposals for the 
draft Law of Ukraine “On Amend-

ments to Certain Legislative Acts of 
Ukraine on the Protection of the 
Rights of Internally Displaced Per-
sons” has been developed as a result 
of the sub-group members’ activity. 
The draft law has received a positive 
expert opinion from the Ministry of 
Justice of Ukraine with some com-
ments. Responding to the com-
ments, representatives of the sub-
group processed out the relevant 
package of documents with the ap-
proval of the interested Ministries, 
and finally proposals will be for-
warded for consideration by the 
Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine.

September 21, a highlevel round 
table “Protection of the human 
rights of internally displaced per
sons: towards durable solutions  
on housing issues” was organized 
in Kyiv. At the round table partici-
pants considered the European 
standards of ensuring housing 
rights of internally displaced per-
sons, analyzed legislative initiatives 
and regional practices which re-
spond to housing issues for inter-
nally displaced persons. The high 
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level of participants showed the 
importance of the topic of the ac-
tivity. Representatives of diplomat-
ic missions and international or-
ganizations in Ukraine, central ex-
ecutive authorities, members of the 
Parliament, Representative on IDPs 
of the Ukrainian Parliament Com-
missioner for Human Rights, Depu-
ty heads of Luhansk and Donetsk 
regional administrations, Perma-
nent Representative of the Presi-
dent of Ukraine in the Autonomous 
Republic of Crimea, civil society 
organizations attended the meet-
ing. During discussions participants 
emphasized on the need to devel-
op regional housing programs for 
displaced persons or to make rele-
vant amendments to already exist-
ing programs, as well as to create a 
register of internally displaced per-
sons who are entitled to improve-
ment of living conditions. Repre-
sentatives of national civil society 
organizations stressed the impor-
tance of providing state support for 
the reimbursement of the cost of 
housing construction and the pro-
vision of preferential mortgage 
loans for housing.

Job fair for internally displaced 
persons “Decent work for every
one” held in September. The activ-
ity took place in Brovarsky district 
employment center and gathered 
more than 200 participants. Inter-
nally displaced persons and mem-
bers of host communities who vis-
ited the Fair received free legal con-
sultations on current employment 
legislation in Ukraine, learned about 
the Council of Europe standards in 
the field of human rights protection 
of IDPs, got acquainted with infor-
mation materials of the Project. Em-
ployers presented their enterprises, 
described the current vacancies, 
working conditions and require-
ments for candidates. Also the 
speakers discussed with potential 
employees their expectations to-
wards working load and salaries. As 
an additional educational opportu-
nity two workshops on “Fundraising 
for entrepreneurs” and “Power of 
Facebook: paid and free methods of 
developing business through social 
networks” were organized for par-
ticipants.
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Seminar “Emergency and Immedi
ate Interventions” for more than 
25 psychologists and psychiatrists 
from different regions of Ukraine 
held October 1–4 in Kyiv. The sem-
inar was the first one in the series 
organized by the Project, Pompi-
dou Group of the Council of Europe 
in cooperation with the Ministry of 
Health of Ukraine The seminar fo-
cused on early detection, diagnosis 
and treatment of acute stress reac-
tions among IDPs who experienced 
traumatic situations. The partici-
pants also practiced various simula-
tion and relaxation techniques that 
are used to help people in distress. 
International experts from Israel 
shared their best practices.

Round table “Protection of the 
rights of internally displaced per
sons: the Council of Europe stan
dards and national challenges” 
held within the 1st Kharkiv Interna
tional Legal Forum on October 6 in 
Kharkiv. During the Forum from 3 
to 6 October, publications and ma-
terials of the Council of Europe pro-
jects which are being implemented 
within the framework of the Council 
of Europe Action Plan for Ukraine for 
2015–2017 were widely represented 
on the information stands of the Fo-
rum. 
Around one thousand participants 
of the Forum, academics, legal pro-
fessionals, representatives of civil 
society organizations, leading na-
tional and international experts 
from 30 countries of the world had 
an opportunity to get acquainted 
with the latest developments of the 
Council of Europe activity in Ukraine.
Participants of the round table in-
creased their awareness on the is-
sues of human rights protection of 
IDPs according to the European Con-
vention on Human Rights and other 
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Council of Europe standards, dis-
cussed the dynamics of national leg-
islation and the practice of national 
courts regarding the protection of 
subjective public rights, property 
rights, the right to vote of internally 
displaced persons.

National forum “Three Years of Dis
placement: Challenges and Good 
Practices of IDPs Integration” held 
in Kyiv October 19–20. The event 
took place on the third anniversary 
of the adoption of the Ukrainian law 
“On Ensuring of Rights and Free-
doms of Internally Displaced Per-
sons” aiming to create a space for 
communication, inspiration, experi-
ence exchange and networking of 
internally displaced persons as well 
as various stakeholders which im-
plement policies and practices pro-
moting integration of IDPs into host 
communities. 
The Forum brought together over 
100 participants from 13 different 
regions of Ukraine, representatives 
of relevant national, regional and 
local authorities, academics, state 

institutions and civil society organi-
zations working with IDPs, interna-
tional organizations and media.
Within thematic sections of the Fo-
rum participants shared their experi-
ence and presented practices in 
three different fields: integration 
through implementation of cultural 
and educational activities; integra-
tion by providing social services and 
psychological support; integration 
through initiatives on employment 
and capacity building of IDPs.
Two separate sessions of the event 
were dedicated to discussion on a 
draft “Strategy of Integration of In-
ternally Displaced Persons and Pro-
viding Durable Solutions for IDPs till 
2020” elaborated by the Ministry. 
Participants’ feedback, suggestions 
and constructive critique were fo-
cused on the amendments to the 
text of the draft to be processed by 
the Ministry for further promotion 
of its adoption and implementation.

SeptemberOctober 2017, 4 two
day trainings “Protection of the 
rights of internally displaced per
sons” have been conducted in Do-
netsk and Luhansk regions. 
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Around 80 lawyers working in Lu-
hansk and Donetsk region took part 
in activities.
During the trainings participants 
worked on situations related to ex-
ercising rights of IDPs to property, 
education, freedom of movement, 
social protection. They discussed the 
standards of the Council of Europe 
in protection of human rights of 
IDPs, the role of the legal aid offices 
in ensuring the rights of internally 
displaced persons.
For the participants of the trainings 
and target groups they work with 
thematic information materials on 
free legal aid in Ukraine have been 
disseminated. 

On October 23–27, 2017, a delega
tion of Ukrainian experts visited 
Slovakia in the framework of the 
visit “Rights of Refugees and Inter
nally Displaced Persons: Good 
Practices and Implementation 
Ways” organized by the Slovak 
Agency for Cooperation and Inter-
national Development, Slovak NGO 
“SME SPOLU” National Academy of 

Legal Sciences of Ukraine and sup-
ported by the Project.
The visit was aimed at sharing expe-
riences, studying the legislative 
framework and practical approaches 
to organize responses to migration 
and displacement in Slovak Republic 
and to reflect on the role of academ-
ics and legal science in contribution 
to development of durable solutions 
for IDPs.

NovemberDecember 2017 three 
informational breakfasts with 
members of the Parliament de 
voted to the issues of internally  
displaced persons in Ukraine were 
organized in cooperation with non
governmental organization “Civil 
Holding “GROUP OF INFLUENCE”. 
There are people’s deputies of 
Ukrainian Parliament representing 
various parliamentary factions and 
groups, as well as non-factional dep-
uties, representatives of national 
authorities and state institutions, 
international organizations, UN 
agencies and leaders of national 
civil society organizations dealing 
with internally displaced persons 
took part in the activities.
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In total, three breakfasts were held. 
Each of them was devoted to a de-
fined topic: legislative initiatives on 
the implementation of voting rights 
of IDPs at all levels of elections; re-
alization of social and economic 
rights, in particular, receiving of pen-
sions by internally displaced persons 
and residents of non-government 
controlled areas of Donetsk and Lu-
hansk regions; housing and prop-
erty rights of IDPs.
During the events, legislative initia-
tives aimed at solving systematic 
issues of internally displaced per-
sons were introduced, international 
and European standards of the pro-
tection of the rights of IDPs were 
discussed, and obstacles to the for-
mation of parliamentary consensus 
in certain areas were analysed.

On 12 December a discussion plat
form “Donbas Talks: the stories of 
those who create the future” held 
in Kyiv. The event was organized by 
the “Parliamentary platform for the 
future of Donbas” in cooperation 
with the Project. Speakers from dif-

ferent spheres, but united by the 
displacement, shared their stories 
about their life of the last three 
years, their challenges and achieve-
ments in culture, charity, sports, 
business, journalism. The inspiring 
stories and advice were shared by 
Ms Oksana Sazhevska, director of 
“Isolation” Foundation, Mr Serhiy 
Stukanov, journalist of Hromadske 
Radio, Ms Daria Kasyanova, Nation-
al Program Development Director 
of “SOS Children’s Village”-Ukraine, 
Mr Danylo Boldyrev, silver prizewin-
ner of the World Games of non-
Olympic sports, World champion in 
climbing.

On 15 December an extended 
meeting of the working group  
on improvement of the national  
legislation on the human rights 
protection of IDPs held in Kyiv. Be-
sides the members of the working 
group – representatives of relevant 
state actors, international organiza-
tions and civil society – also the 
experts of the Project shared their 
findings and conclusions on realiza-
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tion of the notarial activities on 
IDPs, custody and release of IDPs 
and persons from NGCA in peni- 
tentiary institutions, regimes of 
provision of housing, results of the 
national court practices monitoring 
in relation to internally displaced 
persons.

On 18–19 December the Project 
“Strengthening the Human Rights 
Protection of Internally Displaced 
Persons” organized a study visit 
with the purpose to focus on the 
Council of Europe standards on in
ternal displacement, especially, 
relevant case law of the European 
Court of Human Rights.
In two days visit to Strasbourg a 
wide range of experts took part. In 
particular, the senior managers and 
specialists of the central executive 

bodies (Ministry For Temporarily  
Occupied Territories and Internally 
Displaced Persons of Ukraine, Minis-
try of Social Policy of Ukraine, Pen-
sion Fund of Ukraine, State Fund for 
Youth Housing Assistance, Coordi-
nation Center for Legal Aid Provi-
sion); representatives of Kyiv Re-
gional State Administration; coordi-
nators of the leading national civil 
society organizations and the inter-
factional deputy association); judges 
of regional courts of appeal, manag-
ers and lawyers of regional Centers 
for Free Secondary Legal Aid Provi-
sion.
Ukrainian delegation had a possibil-
ity to get acquainted with the Coun-
cil of Europe institutions in different 
ways addressing the issues of inter-
nal displacement in Ukraine, such as, 
the European Court of Human 
Rights, the PACE Committee on Mi-
gration, Refugees and Displaced 
Persons, Commissioner for Human 
Rights and the Pompidou Group.
During the visit the Project facili-
tated further cooperation and part-
nership between participants on 
national and regional level.
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RESOURCES: 
https://www.coe.int/en/web/kyiv/idps

Publications

Handbook “Protecting 
internally displaced 

persons under the 
European convention 

on human rights  
and other Council  

of Europe standards”

Leaflets on provision  
of secondary free legal 
aid for IDPs in Ukraine 

Leaflets on prevention 
of violence and human 

trafficking

RESOURCES: PROJECT VIDEOS 
Project Channel has been created: 
goo.gl/KEwkeK
It contains social videos on access 
to education and housing programs 
for IDPs, on formation of positive 
relationships in host communities, 
as well as project activities videos.
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CONTACT DETAILS 
Office of the Council of Europe in Ukraine 
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Tel. +380.444.256.001 (int.135)
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