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In 2007 DEEP gathered information about the state of Development iBducaEurope
and received the following information from Bulgaria which isyvaérdicative about the
current situation in the field.

To the question "Which are the activities identified as Developnigducation and
awareness building” the answer is : “educational activitieth wtudents and teachers,
introduction of the development problems into the curriculum, adult educasiomatgning,
education for intercultural competences”.

Activities which are on the list of answers like advocacy, puliiest information and
media, volunteer programs in the Third World have not been chosen.

To the question “What is the focus of activities, connected witinDElation to the target
groups?” the important activities noted are — information and awaréndding; changes of
attitudes and behaviour; capacity building among the activists in the fahinty of trainers.

As key and most important target groups are enumerated: studenéseimeld and as not
important are assessed — trade unions, the church and religious groups.

The most important DE/GE topics considered are: globalization, ityimaghts, gender
problems, sustainable development, racism, health, HIV/AIDS, political ardigits

As less important are defined: North-South relations, fair triadb®ur rights, corporate
social responsibility, official aid for development, armament

According to respondents there is not enough state support for Development Education with
the clarification — because the lack of capacity, human resources and financietees

These answers could serve as an introduction to this Report on ¢hef $0&/GE, because
they are highly indicative of the status of DE and of the stateirmds of the social activists
and of the representatives of the state in the field.

Introduction

The current Report is prepared for thmtional Seminar on Global/Development
Education which took part in Sozopol from September 25-27, 2008nd which gathered
representatives of the national and local authorities, of civilesocstructures, of the
educational community, media.

The Seminar was based on thgreement between the European Commission and the
North-South Centre of the Council of Europeaiming at strengthening public understanding
and critical support for development cooperation in the country, suppoh&global
Development Education program and initiating and promoting Nationalel@@ment
Education strategy process.



Theobjectives of the Seminamwere:

To explore the context of DE/GE and raising public awareness in Bulgaria on the basi
of the Strategy approved by EU and on the other International documents and to
prepare general assessment of the DE/GE situation and to edabo&itategy for
DE/GE Education and based on the Strategy Plan of Action;

To establish working relationships between the organizations atitdtinas working

in the field of DE/GE;

To explore the opportunities for development of regional and community DE/GE
educational programs and campaigns;

To get an agreement on the place of DE/GE in the presertwtumi and to elaborate

the outlines for a new approach for promoting DE/GE in Formal andAdomal
Education.

This format of the National Seminar defined the objectives ansitiheture of the current
Report.

The Report aims at several things:

To present the current state of DE/GE in the context of themafgreducational
system;

To explore the foundations of the educational policy toward DE/GE anc:aesy
raising;

To explore the current status of DE/GE education in the formal andonordf
educational systems and the normative foundations for DE/GE in Bulgaria;

To explore the status of the broadly understood social education in Budgmatito
discover elements of DE/GE presented in the curriculum and inutrent state
educational requirements;

To investigate the conditions for the introduction of DE/GE in theecordf the full
membership of Bulgaria in the European union;

To explore the patterns of interaction between the main actors &etid@tiers in the
field of DE/GE;

To define the dimensions of a policy aiming at development of a sus&isygstem
for DE/GE.

Report Methodology

The DE/GE Report is based on the co-operation and partnership between the participating
the Meeting NGO’s and state institutions. The investigation is falrme the data
gathering where different methods have been used:

Analysis of education-related documentation ( state educationalests, educational

programs and materials; legislative documents, etc);

Analysis of national, regional and municipal (where available) programs f@BE/

Analysis of DE/GE projects currently run and/or proposed in the eticg
countries;

Interviews with key players from the target groups, focus groupsp$students and
pupils, teachers, trainers, social activists and public figures;

Finding and analyzing of good and bad practices in the DE/GE;



The Report aimat connecting content analysis of data with the orientation towals
practical steps and measuresthe activities and processes in the field of DE/GE were
subjects to qualitative evaluation in order to go ahead with cona&etenmendations for
development.

That’'s why we could define the Report as one with exjflitire orientation, one which
aims to assesthe existing good practices at school, extracurricular activitiesperation
with organizations and institutions in the European Union member shatesihe point of
view of the future.

In order to achieve these futurist dimension the Report is basesllas the principle of
the contextual searching for the best place and role of the DEESin the wide context of
Social Education and Education for Democratic Citizenship/ or Civic Education/.

The Report aims as well at providiggalitative analysisof the achievements reached until
now in the formal education system, e.g. level of integratioronfeenporary DE/GE ideas
into the school study plans and the everyday life.

In the Report we are looking for answers to whole set of questions:

» Are there any national standards for DE/GE in the country?

* Is there any national strategy and a relevant program/ actionfgdDE/GE? Have
any practical steps been undertaken in this direction?

* What is the accent of DE/GE and what are the social dimensidd&/&E visible in
curriculum?

* What are and how are realized links between DE/GE and Environm&adtatation
and Education for Democratic Citizenship, Human Rights Education,cuttienal
Education, Conflict Resolution and Education for Sustainable Development?

» Are there different approaches in the curriculum for primary, secpralad high
schools?

* Which subject fields or separate subject do contain most DE/GE topics? Wdniles gr
and age groups receive most and least knowledge in DE/GE?

» Are there any programs / projects/campaigns for DE/GE eshlimtil now and/or
being in progress? What were/are their financial sources?

* What are the educational materials developed in the field of DEV@#a? is the state
policy in the field. What are the relations between curriculuseldpers from the
NGO’s and those supported by the academic institutions and national ieclalcat
institutes;

* Is there a specially formulated state policy referring to Ithigal and In-Service
teachers Training in the field of DE/GE? Are there special progaahgourses in the
field of DE/GE for teachers or for future teachers? What is the content ofrauthg
courses? Is there a group of well prepared trainers of trainethieaeeschool or local
methodologists in the field of DE/GE, whether the cascade methdrhining is
realized?

We had to identify most important and visible NGO’s in the figdtl, involve their
representatives in the processes of elaboration of the Report, to discover and déstrdre
the most interesting initiatives in the field provided by NGO,assess the degree of
coordination and co-operation of NGO’s efforts, their relationships with the local Hodata
educational authorities.



The Structure of the Report is as follows.

Chapter 1 outlines thecontext in which DE/GE develops in Bulgariainternational and
national context; the changes in the educational system and thea@t@basf a new
educational policy, the increasing coordination between the natiogatiag responsible for
Bulgarian policy in the field of international development, sustainablelolement and for
DE/GE policies, SWOT analysis of the current state of DE/GE.

Chapter 2 explores and presents the situation id# GE in Formal Education. The new
educational developments are presented and the state educational requirenexui®ead at
length.

Chapter 3 focuses on thdevelopments in the civil society sectoion the projects which
NGO'’s have been realizing, on the establishment of a Natioatdbfh for an International
Developments as a model for co-operative efforts in the field.

Chapter 4 is presentation of the SWOT analysis on the state of DE/GE ion Bulgaria

Chapter 5 presents conclusions and recommendationsconcerning the future
developments in the field of DE/GE.

This Report on DE/GE education is relied on the contribution of a braage of
individuals and organizations who gave generously of their time and expertise.

We would like to thank in first place to Mariana Bancheva — Chiefrexpdinistry of
Education, Mr. Boyan Belev - Head of International Organizations iDepat / Ministry of
Foreign affairs, Mariana Baruch — Chief expert / Ministry of Emvnent and Waters, to the
members of the National Platform for International Development and indeed to alirthos
provided valuable information and insights.

Chapter 1

Development/Global education — product and necessity for an
educational system at the beginning of the new Millennium.

It is not surprising that the idea of Global Education becomes pamsuand gains in
popularity by the turn of the century.

At first globalization of the world reaches a turning point and tisesiegrowing consensus
that the global problems should not be dealt in isolation and separbh#tlynited efforts are
required and new international order based on the ideas of solidaribpecation, social
justice and safe environment should be established. As well ittimeathat ideological
approaches seem to be rather obsolete and are being replaced by atiweopgobal
initiatives based on science and management and public policies.

DE/GE stops to be understood as a possible special subject éskhad in the formal
education of the developed countries but as a necessary stage otiledevelopment
everywhere at the world, The requirements of international developdwdime not only the
growing importance of DE/GE but as well the necessity ofmgipublic awareness about
global problems.



UN in its decision to start a Decade for Education for Sustairi2éVelopment sets a goal
“ to integrate the principles, values, and practices of sustaim@vielopment into all aspects
of education and learning. This educational effort will encourage ekangbehaviour that
will create a more sustainable future in terms of environmanttdrity, economic viability,
and a just society for present and future generations”.

From this broad perspective raising awareness and introduction /GEDBecomes a
challenge for every kind of authority and is a necessity for evérperiof the Earth and
especially for the young people.

The European context is the most challenging and most favourable fdediseof DE/GE.
After the reunification of Europe and the fact that 27 countri¢gseotontinent are currently
being members of the EU for the first time in history, we havermormous community
which officially strives to change the global landscape, to changehif@sophy on which
this world functions, to introduce the ideas of global co-operation. Bbkisnost helping
human community in the history of the mankind. From this point of view tblarddion that
“ The aim of Development Education and awareness raisirig enable every person in
Europe to have life-long access to opportunities to be awaenafto understand global
development concerns and the local and personal relevance of thosenspandrto enact
their rights and responsibilities as inhabitants of an interdepem@ael changing world by
affecting change for a just and sustainable world” reflectssthtus of minds in EU and
shows the direction and character of world developments.

*k%k

For Bulgaria this period is a turning point in its history. The couwntdertook the difficult
transition from totalitarian society toward a democratic one atiteisame time managed to
become a member of the European community. These developments had not only changed the
lives of the people but as well meant deep reforms in evey dilife. What is most
important for the purposes of this Report many of these reforms and changes took fhlace i
field of Education and changed totally the educational landscape.

The main points of the Educational reform are:

» Establishment of a new legal infrastructure/ in the ceuftrihe reforms — passing a
new Law of Education consistent with the new democratic Constitutidrnnéh the
International Charter of Human Rights;

* Individual / the development of the student's personality/ is in the fotudhe
educational efforts;

* Redefinition of all of the interactions between the educationalsatat of the role of
the educational institutions based on formal democratic principles;

» Development of new educational standards and of a new curriculum bades rewt
understanding of the essence and role of an Education and on the ewistigg f
models;

» Postulation of the principle of the continuous opening of the Education&nsyst
toward society and the world;

» This opening of the school and the development of the new educatiomattioes
are beginning to be realized at several interconnected leveigeractions with the
local community; at regional, national and international level.



* Development of the social sciences as a forefront of the reatizaf the new ideas
and reforms of education , the renovation of the traditional socialcgsé history,
geography, economics, psychology, law and ethics/ and incorporation irggsteen
of a whole new package of educational content / DE/GE, HumdmsRiglucation,
Education for Democratic Citizenship, Education for Peace and GoR#isolution,
Intercultural Education, Sustainable Development and cet./

* Expanding of the limited in time and space process of formal edudattbe idea of
Long Life Learning.

» Promotion of social inclusion becomes the main objective the educgstamsitself,
through the involvement of the main actors of the didactic processedineation
becomes the strategic factor for the perspective development andrrtoritie
multilateral and advanced shaping of human factor.

As we could see the general trend of the educational reforrteavasd a globalization of
the processes of education and of the educational content whicloasl dogindation for the
emerging of a DE/GE as a formal part of the curriculum.

The ideas of DE/GE are realized in the context of developmeatnefw type of social
education - Education for Democratic Citizenship’, for interculityyeeducation aiming at
developing the potential of the personality. As “Education for a iBabla Future”
UNESCO Conference-Thessaloniki Greece, 1997 stated “ a curricelomnented towards
sustainability would place the notion of citizenship among its primary objectives.”

One of the most important developments in the socio-educational contietgsomotion
of the idea of Education for Sustainable Development. The outcomes of the Worldt ®immi
Sustainable development in 2002 in Johannesburg underpin the need to isiegetable
development into education systems at all levels of education in order to promote edscation a
a key agent for change. Millennium Development Goals clearly defihad should be some
of the priorities in the field of DE/GE.

DE/GE education is a process and therefore it should be basedians actinside the
country and actions in support and solidarity as well as actions txyiolgainge the situation
in the developing countries.

All these are relatively new ideas for the Bulgarian societly Bulgarian education which
had been used only to the abstract communist concepts of the comnubadizgtion of the
world and rather insensitive toward the needs and the problems of the other people.

*k%x

Development Education in Bulgaria

Development Education in Bulgaria is in a rather complicated situahd with somewhat
ambiguous status because of the nature of the social developments aautiiey itself.
Bulgaria is a member of European Union since 2007. In the sameBtitgaria still faces
some problems and processes which are typical for the developingie®amid had received
enormous amount of support and aid from the EU for dealing with theBeultés:
economic backwardness, restructuring of the ineffective economy, povectysien of
social groups and discrimination, devastation of environment.



In the National Plans for Development Bulgaria envisages about 0.101g®t% in 2015
from the GNP for International Development programs while in #meestime Bulgaria still
faces the challenge of the before mentioned processes some of which are weally ac

This fact defines the peculiar way in which DE/GE finds its place in the medercational
system in the country and plays a role in the process of awareaiesg) among the
Bulgarian public in general. The programs for DE/GE and awareaessg toward global
problems and especially toward poverty have to be based on educational anwdleds at
analyzing and understanding of these problems in the country itself ahd oeveloping
countries in the same time.

DE/GE should lead toward building of awareness, informed understanding and garticipa
attitudes for activities, support and solidarity for the significeegments of the Bulgarian
society itself.
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Normative documents referring to DE/GE

The developments in the field of DE/GE are at first basetheatetiucational normative
documents, such as the Strategy for development of education from 2009, cluth&daal
Law from 1991, on the State educational requirements from 2000.

In theConcept for Development of International Co-operationendorsed by the Council
of Ministers in 2007 is properly described the complicated situatiddutgaria but in the
same time is indicative for the resolution with which the auiikeriaim at fulfilling the
engagements stemming from the membership to the EU in tke ‘fd a state which had
effected a complex and difficult economic and social transition rutite conditions of a
dynamic international environment, Bulgaria is particularly sensitvéhe challenges of the
global community. Bulgaria has always demonstrated its solidaith the efforts of the
global community to combat hunger and poverty on a global scale and has stated itsgeadine
to offer assistance to the extent of its experience and capatithel past fifteen years
Bulgaria attained significant progress in its political, ecowaanid social development owing
to its own efforts and to the support of the international donor commuiigetier with the
other developed countries, Bulgaria has the moral responsibility to sugpert
accomplishment of Millennium Development Goals in the poorer countries thaeet aid.

Upon its accession to the EU on Januah2007, Bulgaria undertook commitments with
respect to its involvement in the EU policy on development cooperation, and joint actions vis
a-vis third countries. This means that Bulgaria is about to ch&moge a recipient of
international aid into donor of such aid to developing countries, withinxgisrience and
capacity. At a number of thematic fora during its pre-accessioodp&ulgaria expressed its
readiness to try to contribute financially through ODA to combgtimerty: with a targeted
contribution of 0.17% of its GNP by 2010 and 0.33% of the GNP by 2015.The Bulgarian
policy of development cooperation will be focused in sectors in whichctlwatry has
comparative advantages in providing assistance, expertise and capacity:

« education and training of specialists;
« building and maintaining the infrastructure;



» conducting reforms in the economic, financial, administrative and|smtiares, and
in health care;

« cultural diversity and tolerance;

+ environmental protection and promotion of the sustainable development;

« security and post-conflict reconstruction.

The basic aim is “ to overcome the poverty and connected with it problems which do hinder
the processes of improvement of the standard of living in the developungries, The
Bulgarian policy on co-operation with the developing countries will becdbas the common
principles laid down in the Declaration of the UN on Millennium Depment Goals and on
the European Consensus for Development. The objective of the policy &dihg of public
awareness and educational initiatives for development. The Bulgpuhblic should be
persuaded that international solidarity, and co-operation for develo@menhumanitarian
aid in this number, serve the interests of the developing and of the developed countries”.

In the Strategy for Sustainable development of Republic of Bulgarias very clearly
defined the scope and the role of Development Education. "Through this NationalySivateg
Sustainable Development Republic of Bulgaria contributes for th@ementation of a
coherent domestic policy in line with EU policies and EU internakti@mmmitments
resulting from the terms of the membership.

The challenges we face are: Climate change; Rising enacgyg [and limited opportunities
for new energy sources; Growing social and regional imbalanceseleékated regional
integration in global economic competition, increasing dependence betweetries and
regions worldwide; Impact of enlargement on economic, social aritbtiat cohesion; The
impact of an aging population and migration on the labour market, the safpgdyvices of
general interest in the housing market; Increasing trafficer€xploitation of ecological
resources and biodiversity loss, particularly expansion of urban areadepopulation of
some areas

In this Strategy is define&ducation for sustainable development and are set its
objectives: “The basic objectives of th€oncept for Education for Sustainable
Developmentare

» To discover the interrelations and interdependencies between the economic, social and
environmental processes and phenomena;

* To ensure critical attitude and higher awareness of the samiahomic and
environmental processes;

» To support respect and understanding of the different cultures and toirectiggir
contribution;

* To motivate the people of all ages to bear their own responsitalityshaping the
sustainable future;

* To promote the civil society.

Under the frame of Education for Sustainable development the cisntin@l place of the
problems like equality, solidarity, interdependencies between generatidaselations
between the rich and the poor people, interrelations between the mantanedamal man’s
responsibilities toward himself, toward the society and the environment”.



The Program for Education for Sustainable development (2007)lefines Education for
sustainable development and its objectives in the current peiffititication for Sustainable
Development (ESD) —education for personal and social development, which includes
ecological, social (social-political and social-cultural) andoneenic dimensions of
development. It incorporates the environmental, ecological, health, eid. education in a
common one. This is education about relationships in our “common home whetklives'.
Sustainable development education puts an emphasis on life itselaionship between
nature and culture.

The possibilities for developing ESD in Bulgaria are defined by the avdadii

A memorandum for collaboration between the Ministry of Education and Science
(MES) and the Ministry of Environment and Water (MoEW), signed irb#gnning
of 2004;

National Strategy and Action Planof MOEW for the period 2005 — 2014;

A number ofconventionswhere Bulgaria is an official party — The UN Framework
Convention on the Climate Change, The UN Biodiversity Convention, The Aarhus
Convention for Access to Information etc;

The State Educational Inspectorate responsibleteigibooks content and school
programs of MES;

Joint projects of MES, MOEW and civic organizations.

Priorities of the Program for ESD are:

A system of competencies of young peopsould be developed: linguistic (language
and literature); informational; cognitive; socio-cultural and health-ecabgic

An integrated approach to ecological, health, social and economical education should
be encouraged.

The program should providepportunities for development of programs for
Continuing Education for Life.

The program should requiombined participation of all institutions concerned:
state institutions, universities, schools, museums, national and natuks, par
municipalities, NGOs, business organizations, media etc.

The program should encourathe development of new educational materiaJsnodern
teacher training programs, projects for environmental improvement, setting optworks
for exchange of information and experience.

Specific objectives of ESD program are:

To encourage the application of sustainable development principlesl foind of
formal and informal education, incl. for the teacher training]

To support the development and distribution of modern educational materials f
ESD;.

To support partnerships on national, regional and local scale betweesergatees
of state institutions, local authorities, businesses, schools and wote® for
developing the ESD.



We have to mention the growing role in the field of DE/GEh# State Agency for
defence of the Childwhich has developed several important programsNasonal program
for defence of the child — diminishing of poverty, access to queliycation, raising
information of the children concerning their rights /2007/; Nationalgnaté/e plan for
implementation of the Convention of the Rights of the Child /2007/ anariNdtPlan for
prevention of the trafficking/ 2008/.

Chapter 2

Development/ Global Education in the field of Formal Education

In Bulgaria DE/GE and Education for Sustainable Development are already part of the
educational documents, of policy papers, of the official terminology.

The specialized body for managing the education system is the MinistBdatation
Youth and Sciences / MEYS/. Up to now the MEYS is the only institugctive in the field
together with the State Agency for defence of the Child whichaased on the problems of
Human Rights realization and on fighting violence. The MinistriZmfironment and Waters
supports some projects and campaigns /like the worldwide campaigsaVEothe ozone’/,
sometimes works together with environmental organizations bussvpaf we do consider
the elaboration of DE/GE and ESD Standards. The MEYS controlstivéies of all kinds
of kindergartens, schools, servicing units and degrees of educatmiso Iperforms other
functions, such as planning, organization, coordination, etc.

The new normative documents of the MEYS do guarantee a consideeslenfr to the
schools and to the teachers when they develop their syllabus andlamreorresponding to
the student’s potentialities and interests; and in the saneettirnave an effect on specific
problems of the local community.

All basic educational documents to some degree refer to DE/GEs.tophe whole
philosophy of the new educational standards and programs is based on ahef ide
globalization of the problems, on the incorporation of all the basic probietosthe
curriculum.
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State Educational Requirements (2000)

Since year 2000 there is a whole new system of Educational Staadardse content is
divided into so-called Socio-Cultural Educational Fields.

In the current curriculum the state educational standards congetavelopment and
global problems are concentrated in the cultural educational fistitial sciences and Civic
Education”. It includes subjectative Land, Man and Society, History and Civilization,
Geography and Economics, Philosophy, World and Personality.

History should give understanding of the modern world where the students live; geography and
economics have to support students in getting acquainted with the dpa@akions of the most
important problems of the world today; and philosophy should present the huimanteighe
students and will create opportunities for them to understand and toagalarid view about
the man and the world. The key notions aren, society, democracy, nature, civil society,
human rights, civilisation, conflict, sustainable developmentglobal problems, integration,
demographic processes.



Civic Education is a crucial part of the new curriculum. “It supports the devetyrof the
young person as a citizen who ... has to acquire the basic universas, vahe to orient
himself/herself in the global and regional problems of the dynamically changidermworld.

At secondary and High school level / 5-8 , 9-12 grades/ standards which concern the RE/GE ar

History and civilization The student identifies and describes world cultural monuments;
possesses knowledge of the basic world religions and their influenteinan civilizations;
gives examples of mutual influences between different cultures;s ggsamples of the
sustainability and change in the ways of life and of values in diftgueriods of history; defines
the ideas about changing the world. At high school level the student explainstibe Eaveen
political, economical, ideological and social changes; the sigmifiprocesses of the evolution in
the modern world and should define the place of Bulgaria in these chamgdains the
continuity between civilisations, describes and compares the evolutibe aglhts and freedoms
of the citizens in different societies. The studdefines and explains the global problems
facing the mankind and the role of the man in their solution.

Geography and economicsThe student understands the idea of scarcity of natural resources
and the necessity of their natural use and of the safe environmentstands the need for
tolerance toward all the people independently of their origin; ex@astrest toward modern
economic and political events; has knowledge of international and regiwgahizations;
clarifies global problems connected with the preservation of theomment and the rational use
of natural resources; is acquainted with the concept of sustainamépglent. Student has
knowledge of the processes of the ozone layer, discusses the problemested with water,
biodiversity and soil management, assesses the concept of sustdeadigpment as a global
strategy; expresses its relation toward the demographic problemresehts arguments for its
solution; explains the map of the contemporary world as a resulbbélgbolitical processes;
makes comments on the regional conflicts and their causes; undsrgtarfdctors lying in the
foundation of the development of the world economyesents knowledge about global
problems of the contemporary world / resources, environment,food/ and presents
arguments aiming at their solution...explains the principles ofnternational co-operation
and makes conclusions concerning the role of the “globalisationand the growing
interdependency between the countriesStudent discusses political and economic events
taking place in the world today; analyzes the basic forms omgiienal division in the field of
economy; describes the regional problems and discusses solutions batesl sustainable
development concept; assesses the role of the international origasiZar the peace and
stability in the world.



Philosophy The student tolerates and has a respect for the diversity of values position having an
understanding at the same time for their cultural and nationaateghas knowledge of basic
human rights and freedoms and recognises the cases whéeyt are violated; analyzes legal
and social aspects of globalization and of the transition toward farmation society; has an
understanding about the interrelations between individal, community and the global
society, is aware of the dangers for the existence of the humanity are afnportance of its
sustainable development.

Civic Education Student knows the basic international economic organizations ; makes
conclusions concerning the basic trends in world economy; follows andirexjthe migrations
around the world; follows the dissemination of pandemics in theitioeldao the economic
development of different countries and regioassesses the importance of the sustainable
development as a strategy for the survival of the humanityinderstands the role of the co-
operation between cultures for the global unity of the worlg shows readiness to counteract
the violence and to participate in peaceful for conflict reolution; has knowledge of the
international documents referring to the Human Rights and minorities; provgieliadisation of
economy and the role of European integration and of the European Unioqu&raed with the
idea of “citizen of the world” and understands the place of Bulgartae global development
processjs aware of the global problems of humanity and discusseldir possible solutions;
explains the idea of peace as a precondition for the development of theilisation.

Biology and Health EducationStudent assesses the impact of the human activities on nature
and the causes of violation of environmental balance...

Chemistry and Preservation of Environment Student should enumerate and explain the
activities of the different polluters of the environment; provideguments for rational
exploitation of the natural resources.

We could underline that still these standards are not very cohackeobasistent, that they
are not reflecting fully the modern developments in DE/GE, that &éne not introducing
everywhere the idea of Education for Sustainable Development,hizathave to include
Millennium development Goals and New European Strategies andeBoircithe field of
International development. There is no general agreement over ithgy\vafl the standards
neither the general audience is sufficiently informed about their existence.

Nevertheless we could confirm that the first and most fundam&efaifor the promotion
and for the establishment of DE/GE is realized.

***x

The analysis of the curriculumshows several trends.

At first there is irreversible trend to introduce DE/GE tepas a part of the curriculum
almost everywhere. The problem is not whether to have DE/GE topit®Wwub incorporate
it into the existing subject fields, how to realize the interdisciplinarycasmbr.

Another promising development is the renovation of the traditional sufids as
Biology, Chemistry, Geography, Economics from the point of view of DEAGEE Education
for Sustainable Development.

Everywhere is evident the desire to incorporate DE/GE into thextasft&ducation for
Democratic Citizenship and Human Rights Education, to study the gbwbhlems and



concerns in their social complexity and to put a stress on the personal development and on the
individual responsibility .

This process is still slow full with resistance and conttaxtis, there is not enough
educational materials and not everywhere the standards elaboratecbraistent and
exhaustive and the teachers are not enough prepared for their new responsibilities.
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Educational materials

It could be qualified as a normal development that at this stagedtezials on DE/GE are
rather rare.

The interdisciplinary character of the new subject field anché¢hdy developed educational
standards do require manuals in many subjects to be re-written acidl sp@ucational
materials to be prepared.

This is a difficult task for educational systems lacking financialmees but as well having
not enough prepared curriculum developers in the field of DE/GE.

In Bulgaria under the interdisciplinary and cross-curricular approaatould find DE/GE
chapters in Biology, Chemistry, Geography and Economics, History, Philosophy. $tilighe
not a comprehensive environmental manual in the field of general educéhe lack of
educational materials is as well a problem.

Open Education Centre did develop Education for Sustainable DevelopmeualMar
primary, secondary and high school with the financial support of UNDP in 1999 and a Global
Education manual for high schools under a GRUNDTVIG Uniting Hutydpioject with
partners from UK, Sweden, Netherlands.

The Borrowed Nature association did translate into Bulgarian andedd#pe Green
Package with the support of Regional Environmental Centre in Budapasinual which
primarily deals with environmental problems but which manual wasfitee multimedia
product in the field.

We could underline that all these attempts are not built into timab&ducational policy
and most of educational materials and the manuals mentioned aienaweli only to a small
group of teachers.

There are still not manuals or officially for the different ediomal stages on Human
Rights, Civic Education, Conflict Resolution, Intercultural Educatioreither educational
materials devoted to the Millennium Development Goals. Still nodsthe educational
materials available are produced by civic organizations or ramslations mainly from
English.
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Teachers’ Training

For a new subject field like an DE/GE Teachers’ Trainingfisitmost importance. The
need for Initial and In-service Training is growing with the years. This happensontext of
a growing financial crisis and insufficient funds for trainingdafrom the other side of
growing demands for training from different categories achers. Therefore the group of
teachers who wants to receive training in DE/GE has to confipeteery scarce resources
with the other subject specialists.

The next problem connected with teachers’ training is the lacklbfrai@eed specialists in
the field, lack of trainers of trainers or methodologists, lacthefaccepted programs for the
training.



We are observing situation in which teachers’ training in DEGarovided primarily by
NGO’s trainers who as a rule do not have enough methodological tmmopeIn the same
time teachers’ training is not a part of the programs of thditional teachers training
institutions.

The interdisciplinary approach in the field as well poses somielgms. We saw that
DE/GE is taught by very different teachers coming from ByploChemistry, Geography,
Economics, Philosophy, Law, Foreign Languages. But they do need to reaeaneg in
their basic subjects as well, so DE/GE will be only their second choice funtyai

There is no training strategy on DE/GE in the countries obsamedisually they are still
counting on some support from outside.

As a consequence specialists in DE/GE are not prepared eithetiahtTraining level,
neither at In-Service Training level.

In the field of Initial Training there Open Education centrgether with Bourgas Free
University introduced five module training courses on Global EducatimhEducation for
Sustainable development but these are the only structured long lasting eftoetetdt

Usually DE/GE are taught as short term courses which could serve only as antiotroduc
into the field and could not be substitute for a structured training process.

Global and developmental problems are taught as part of the uiwensiculum in many
higher education settings but usually in the context of another subjemucse — like
International Economy, Human Rights, Intercultural communication, Demygci@lobal
Environmental problems, International Politics, Demography but nowhem itha special
course or MA on DE/GE.

There is still neither an officially published Programme of Miristry of Education and
Science referring to the DE/GE Training neither there is an unified approacgraedant in
the field.

We have to mention that most of the DE/GE seminars are beingzezgan the big cities
rather than in the rural settlements and isolated areas imainatry. This fact creates
preconditions for unequal attendance rate between the differenbrasegf teachers and
doesn’t improve teachers' qualifications and furthermore doesn’t putpiatctice new
teaching methods and approaches.

We could summarise tlsgtuation in formal education systemas follows:

The social sciences do deal with the idea of DE/GE very supdlyfiche global problems
and topics are not well defined from methodological or content poineof WE/GE content
is dispersed throughout the curriculum, there is not enough links and logiedmethe
different state educational requirements which could be addressed dirdaByG&. Most of
these educational standards do sound like declaration of intentions andréhene not
reflected at length in the educational programs.

There is not enough connections between the school programs and asvénaitisg
between converting the global problems as a part of the new publicecalhd of new
awareness.

The problems and the topics concerning DE/GE are included in theuturr in such
subject fields as Chemistry and Environment; Geography and Economilcsophy; Man
and Society; Civic Education; Biology and Health Education. We havenderline the
existing traditions in the field of Environmental Education and inesother fields ( History,



Philosophy) where some aspects of the DE/GE have been taughtaanddl In the last
fifteen years we have new educational programs as Human Righisation, Civic
Education, Education for Peace, Intercultural Education, Conflict ResgllEducation for
European Union.

The introduction of the Project Approach into the field of education provices
opportunities for the inclusion of most of the topics and problems of Die&pEcially as a
part of the out school activities as well as for the participation of tens of thousamhaddesfts
in school, regional, national and international projects.

Still there is not enough coordination between the subject fieldsadedls; the process of
elaboration of DE/GE program concerns only some of its aspects and the iveegpatoach
is absent. There is not a special model for Pre or In-servmeh€es Training in the field and
the interaction between the educational actors and the stakehsldatiser weak. The good
practices and models of DE/GE projects and programs are seimiisted. Most of the
educators are not very well acquainted with the European approachfieldhélost of the
teaching in the field is based on outdated descriptive methods, the deselopiractive
attitudes and participatory approaches or the connection of the globalnpsoiith the
problems of the local community is not the case.

The education of adults for International Development remains awfitHdrather unclear
boundaries and ambiguous content, there are no special programs beyorid tifd=tiemal
Education and no Communication Strategy is elaborated.

There are attempts to initiate coordinated policy at national tleaeks to the efforts of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and of the Ministry of Education Youth and Science whenat
giving enough results and at regional or at local level any coordinative attempissant.

The information on DE/GE and global problems in Bulgarian language is ratheilaiviava
or fragmentary and dispersed.

Since 2007 there are new options and opportunities for developments eldrse€imming
from the evident need of connecting and coordinating national Internabevalopment
Policy with the policy of the European Union and with the involvement of doatcy in
several programs and projects of the EU in the field.

The acceptance of the Millennium Development Goals and thepattemealize in the
country of the UN decade for Education for Sustainable development, lferigdiication
and European Union Policies and the Project approach accepted by the Ministiycation
and by the most national institutions are rather promising developments.

The dangers inherent in the current educational system are digee®idting momentum
in the work of institutions, in the weak organization of the civil dgc@ganizations, in the
traditional approaches and policies being used, in the very sloworeact behalf of the
system of the Formal Education, in the absence of well prepared@duaad policy makers
and in the general lack of political will for promoting DevelomiEducation as one of the
educational priorities.



Chapter 3
Civil Society and DE/GE

From the situation in In-Service Teachers Training we couldtatat in the past decade
the NGO'’s played an extraordinary role in the promotion of the iddarathe endorsement
of DE/GE in Formal and especially in Non-Formal Education. They predrnibie new ideas
in the field, trained teachers and social activists, translatetdlimplemented educational
materials, involved teachers and students in many projects andiestixaised funds for
most of the activities.

The NGO’s sometimes connected even within their projects dpecimbm the different
state agencies, they promoted the idea of DE/GE and with the support and sometintes with t
direct interventions of many of their activists who entered the petwectures they could
influence the government and its policies in the field.

Our research showed clearly that the activities of NGO’s irfigfae of Civic Education,
Intercultural Education as well as Global and Development Educate@rsamewhat less
visible than in the last decade of2€entury. One of the reasons is that the state agencies and
educational authorities do have more control, more resources and opmsttmitnfluence
educational developments especially in the field of Social Educatiamellast three years
through the European structural funds Ministry of Education had more thamidosshool,
community, regional and national projects in the fields like intarrllteducation, gender
education, support for the young people from the disadvantaged group, preventioghand fi
against violence, peaceful conflict resolution, defence of rightheofchild, environmental
education, civic education. This is completely different picture frbenlate 90- ies when
mainly NGO'’s were agents of change in all these fields.

Next important development is that in all these projects the scamobecoming partners
of the participating NGO’s and in many cases of NGO’s startetthdynunicipalities / and
practically with somewhat different format from the classic NGOs/leading organizations.

In fact we are witnessing many different educational partnerSieifygeen institutions of
formal education and civil society structures and this process grheaser impact on
educational developments than the previous model based on the supremacdy ®faNG
often on rather tense relations between NGO’s and the state authorities.

Of course, these are only the first steps of a long and prospelsvelopment. The
establishment of the Bulgarian Platform for International Deve@g /BPID/ and its
interaction with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in the process of formateof the Bulgarian
policy in the field of international development and the rise of many local coalitibmedre
NGO'’s and local authorities are promising signs for the future.

The problem today is how to coordinate the activities of the educabiimals, how to
establish successful ways of co-operation between the NGO'’s and the locatiasthori

The NGO's with their capacity to find resources and to detia@mings and to organize
activities, to raise public awareness and support have a bigtoofgay in the future
developments.



We have to note that DE/GE do require much more expertise’ knowledygraject
participation and that's why the number of the NGO'’s able fully tagyaate in introduction
and promotion of its ideas is rather limited.

From this point of view much bigger is the capacity of Higher Btioe institutions which
have human resources, expertise in different problem fields, hightygledirners and
vehicles for dissemination of the projects and of the ideas

*k%

Bulgarian Platform on International Development

The establishment of the National Platform is one of the mqgsbrtant events in the
process of promoting and disseminating the ideas of DE/GE in the field of Cieitysand in
society as a whole.

The Bulgarian Platform for International Development (BPID) feamally created on 27
January 2009. The process of its establishment lasted about 3 yearshéfirst conference
on EU Development Policies, organised by TRIALOG in Sofia in 2006 Ptadorm has
gone through different phases. After the initial enthusiasm, a grolip-o2 active NGDOs
kept on working together, trying to support as much as possible the Bulgarian advanoement i
the DE field. This informal network, which included organisationshwiarious profiles,
backgrounds and activities, began to participate in different eventsabathtional and
international level.

Year 2008 turned out to be crucial for this informal gathering of Bulgarian 8IGO’

Thanks to a project, financed by the Presidency Fund and run by ECIP Foundatioh, one
the active participants within the Network, the process of theiafstablishment of BPID
was intensified. The Project, entitléBulgarian Civil Society Participation in the EU
Development Policies] brought together the energy and experience collected over the years
in favour of the future policy of the country in this field. The main otijes of the Project
were: organizational development of BPID and raised capacity giléterm — training of
50 NGO representatives; public awareness raising in the digMDG; promotion of the
National Platform; interaction with already established national and intemaatietworks.

The first General Assembly of BPID was held this summer on &3ddly 2009 in Sofia.
The participants adopted BPID’s 3-year Strategy and Action Placys$isd and approved
internal rules and procedures of the organisation. Participation pingh8ulgarian and
European policy for development and the membership in EU networks waderedsio be
of high importance for the future of the Platform. Different BRli@mbers expressed their
willingness for a close cooperation with the European NGO confiéalerfor relief and
development CONCORD, by participating in Working groups and other aesiati EU level
and beyond.

Basic objective of the Platformis the participation of Bulgarian NGO'’s in the formulation
of the policy and in consulting processes concerning the international developmentingdelive
support for the efforts of the NGO’s from all over the country, participating ieldimration
of the National Strategy for international development.



Theprofile of the Platform is rather interesting — involving different NGO’s from fields as
social care, education, environment, church organizations, organizations for locagiandlr
development.

The Platform’s vision is a world where every individual has equal rights and opportunities
in a sustainable environmenthe mission of the Platformis to support the sustainable
development in the countries in a period of transition through participation of theazigty
and in co-operation with the institutions, engaged in the promotion dfsityi and effective
policies in favour of development. In theld of DE the Platform’s objectiveis people to be
informed and to have permanent access to the education connected witltional
development and to be able to express and realize their solidatitytivei people from
developing countries. Another objectives are advocacy and awareness raisuig]lgspehe
field of formal education; education and training for all NGO'’s, business, medatia, tinions;
to support and to work together with media toward awareness rising.

For the current status of this only structure of the Civil societthé field of DE/GE are
highly indicative the activities the members of the Platform are engaged in.

Index Foundation is realizing national project concerning Prevention of Psychotropic
activities and international one called “Civil society for dinmurig) the demand for drugs”
with partners from Austria, Slovenia, Romania;

Equip Foundation realizesProgram for disadvantaged people; Health and Educational
program for minority; Prevention of HIV/AIDS. Prevention of traffie§githrough and from
Bulgaria.

Centre for Research and Women policyparticipatesin the Project “Roots” —
international project on trafficking and in “ Equal at School — Equal in Life”- 2007.

Gender Project for Bulgaria is a partner inStability Pact Gender Force project
“Participation of women in policy making” and in another international“dMenstreaming
gender”.

Blue Link — Environmental Information Network is responsible primarily for the
development o€ivic website for environment;

Bulgarian Association for Family Planning and Reproductive Healthis active in the
field of Prevention of HIV/AIDS;

Bulgarian Centre for Gender Studies works in he field of Antidiscrimination and
Reproductive rights;

S.E.G.A. Foundation — Start for Effective civic initiativesrealizes the project “Training
adults for integration of immigrants” and supports the establishofeNational Inclusion
Platform;

Caritas —Bulgaria works on the project Establishment of sustainable peace”.
Members of the Platform are as wBlilgarian Red Crossand Regional Agency for

Sustainable development.
*k%



Among other important for the DE/GE events we have to mentionN#t®nal
Conference on Education for Sustainable Development /2006fganized by Borrowed
Nature, Ministry of Education and Ministry of Environment and Watersinder the
Environmental Education for Primary School Project in Bulgaria fundedNdtherlands
MATRA and the ProjecSupport for Development for Environmental Preservation
Education financed by Darvin initiative , UK under which the educational mdsefar
primary school “ With Fluppi for better environment” have been produced.

In 2009 the main event in the field of DE/GE wdational forum Education for
Sustainable Development, Education and Climate changesder the auspices of the Prime
minister and with the participation of EU members of the parliament and comsnissa

In the last two years the new development isgaeicipation of Bulgarian NGO’s in
Europe Aid program / Calls for Development Education and Awareness Raisg/.

“From poverty to prosperity” is an Europe Aid DE project developed by Field Studies
Council — FSC, Bokor Oko Csoport Alapitvany - BOCS Foundation), Hungary ahdhweit
participation of Bulgarian NGO’s Time-eco projects and Inteomali Centre for Enterprise
and Sustainable Development.

“Access to Education for Development” is another international project coordinated by
World Future Centre —Cyprus and in which Bulgarian N&B.G.Ais associated partner.

Open education Centre is a partner in Europe Aid DE prdjéctucation for Social
Justice” /2008/ coordinated by Leeds Development Education Centre and with p&ners
Slovenia, Estonia, Portugal.

In 2009 Open Education centre received an Europe Aid DE grant for coordiaad
realization of the projectRealization of Millennium development Goals. Involving high
school students and educators in elaborating DE programs andgects” with partners
from Italy, Romania, United Kingdom and Republic of South Africa.
Consortium of five members of the Bulgarian Platform for Intésnat development won
another grant under this Call for proposals aiming at elaboratiorew#l@pment Education
Curriculum.

From Bulgarian good practices we could distinguish another iapofature field of work —
the publishing activities. Here we could mention two manuals ofoBeu Nature and
Manual for sustainable development prepared by Open Education Centrell Ageveould

underline the successful campaign in secondary school pfélgeam “To save the Ozone”

realized within the formal educational system by Borrowed Nature.
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As a whole we think that all possible developments in the fieldE{GB are presented in
the current positive practices namely;

* open co-operation between the actors inside and outside the formal euicati
system;

e activities aiming at empowerment and participation of the students;

* activities and projects with a strong interethnic component;

* building a strong connection between DE/GE and Education for Sus&ina
Development and Civic Education which will facilitate the procesdebuilding
democratic and global citizenship among young people.



All the participants in the meetings and public hearings did iarethat there are not
enough opportunities for sharing good practices neither within thedooahunities, neither
at national or international level.

The reality is that sometimes partners from the other side of Europe or of the world do know
much more about local projects that neighbours just from the other side of the boarder li

Chapter 4

SWOT analysis of DE/GE developments

As we could see during the last several years has been adehauggain amount not only
of experience but as well of critical reflection on the developmentke field of DE/GE.
There is a group of activists and professionals who are realtexged are motivated to
develop DE/GE. This is a group of educators who could carry out the educational changes in
the field of DE/GE — opened to new ideas, ready for co-operation, reflective and ahalytic

Strengths

The strengths identified are presenting a whole range of positive developmentsanddwe
see how changed is the educational reality and how advanced is the process of introduction of
the DE/GE.

» At first place this is the existence of a National StrafegySustainable Development
12007/,

* The National concept for Bulgarian policy in the field of Internatfi@maoperation
has been prepared /2007/,

* The Program for Education for Sustainable Development / 2007/ adopteG®is N
and representatives of the Ministry of Education and Ministry of Envirahraed
Waters;

* Another very important development is the introduction of the Project approach and of
financing based on projects in the field of Formal Education;

» European Call for Projects in the field of Development Education andcpubli
awareness / under Europe Aid/ are the opportunity for Bulgarian N& spublic
authorities to participate in all European movement for DE/GE;

 The growing international co-operation between educational institu@dnsery
different levels is the next positive development from the last years;

» The establishment of Agency for Defence the Rights of the Child,;

* Introduction of the DE/GE topics into the curriculum;

» Elaboration of educational materials and improvement of school textbodks wi
elements of DE/GE;

* Many initiatives and activities at school and out school level in co-operation with
educational NGO's;

* Introduction of Teachers’ Training focused on the methodology and DE/GE content;

* Beginning of a concerted work between the Ministry of ForeignitfaMinistry of
Education and Ministry of Environment which gives much more guarantedbe
successful implementation of the DE/GE programs and initiatives;

» Extracurricular activities at community level as somethimy y®sitive and different
from the conspicuous models of the out school activities in the past;

» Introduction of new interactive methods which raise the motivation of the students and
their engagement and participation in classroom and out school activities;



* The focus of the interdisciplinary character DE/GE and on its capnscwith the
everyday reality and community life;.

* Developing partnership between the Government and the NGO's;

» Establishment of a Bulgarian Platform for International Development;

* The presence of Environmental, Human Rights, Community development NGO’s
who do address DE/GE at community and at schools levels by organiainigd
seminars, media broadcasts, publication of various materials and cogdtanicrete
activities with school students and with adult population;

« The emergence of a school as a community centre for educationattprajed
initiatives connected with DE/GE.

Weaknesses

The weaknesses identified present the whole range of immediaterps with which the
educational actors are dealing in their every day efforts to introduce and to prom&E&. DE/

» Officially DE/GE are not among the priorities in the field aflugation / Formal or
Non-Formal/;

* There is not clear support for different specific projects anditnies in the field.
DE/GE projects are more like side effects under the different calls for rspas by
the Ministry of Education;

« DE/GE are missing clear focus; there are not clear stafgirements in the field;
neither about the content or at least about the priority topics;

 There are not enough systemic attempts to conceptualize DE/GHarify the
notions, to define the scope of the content; to revisit whole structur@ocial
Education curriculum from this new point of view;

* There is a strange dichotomy which hinders the elaboration of aDH#&E concept.
Inside the country the focus is on Education for Sustainable Developameht
internationally the focus is on Global problems. This dichotomy stupglaboration
of a wholesome concept and strategy on DE/GE education under whiclcdaharid
global problems will be interconnected;

* More often than not international developments and even international Giiopén
the field are out of sight;

o0 Legislative ambiguities in the Educational Laws;

* Education is extremely centralised and programs are outdated, winshtutes a
serious obstacle to the incorporation of DE/GE at school level or byiduodl
teachers;

» The qualification of teachers is inadequate while teacher gaélific in general on
matters of DE/GE presents a number of difficulties;

» Lack of clarity of the messages from the Government (local-national-global);

* Inadequate preparation of educational leaders in districts and stdrodéaling with
DE/GE problems;

* Problems connected with the need of massive extension of teactzmgigt in
DE/GE;

» Lack of interdisciplinary training courses (lack of practicakctang methods; lack of
implementation methods; lack of trainers; lack of financial and mater@iness);

« Use of conservative pedagogical approaches which in this field den of
counterproductive;

» Teachers’ values which are very often limited to their rather local experience;

» Little motivation for the teachers to be involved in DE/GE developmetime
pressure affects the students as well as the teachers;



* Lack of practical activities in the current courses or lessahich activities are
crucial for the success;

* The curriculum is overloaded and does not provide students with real life skKills;

» The educational materials and practical guides are inappropoatepbint of view of
practicality, learners’ age, experience ;

» Shortage of school financial resources.

* Lack of coordination between the responsible institutions;

» Little media coverage;

* Lack of advocacy campaigns in favour of more important place for BBf@Gblems
in the curriculum;

* NGO's carry out their activity mainly in the capital and in sdrmggcities and not in
rural areas

* Weak co-operation with Higher School institutions (university studembsild be
encouraged to do their practice in schools)

» Not sustainable co-operation of educational institutions with the local authorities

» Long life Learning perspective is absent therefore adult education is/simgsing in
this field,;

Threats

The threats identified helps us better to understand the contextah thiei processes of
DE/GE do take shape. Most of the threats identified are not undeoloointhe educational
actors but nevertheless they have to be taken into consideration while developing educationa
strategies.

* A permanent process of reorganization and of reforming of the esluststem; the
endless transition period in the education system which puts in danggr reaxe
attempts to introduce something new into the system or into the curriculum

» The educational system is informative but not formative;

* Public awareness, its participation in decision-making and infasmatibout
environment as well as about DE/GE have not reached the desired level;;

* The concepts of DE/GE in the school curriculum are not adequate umechnd
extension;;

* Our school is still overloaded and centralized, and does not generateuap@sto
undertake projects focusing on DE/GE or undertake the practicatiastivhich are
necessary in this kind of education

* Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Environment and Waters,niiry of Labour
and Social Policy and Ministry of Education, Youth and Science need to increase their
institutional power and educational professional capacities in ordelbetome
authentic and equal partners in such multifaceted social and educationalesitide
introduction and promotion of DE/GE;

* The reform of the educational materials is not supported by changssntalities of
the main actors in the field;

 There is a general sense of isolation from the global processdsdistrust of the
attempts to reintroduce the concepts and ideas of social sglidarévery level in
society and in the educational field;

* Ministry of Foreign affairs plays its leading role in thesldi of international
development and education for development rather unwillingly and Mingdtry
Education, Youth and Science is not able to play the coordinating role otliside
narrow field of formal education;



 The current economic crisis narrows the visions and the focus of thimKinhe
common people but of institutions as well.

Opportunities
The external opportunities do define the favourable context in whicimttieeluction and
endorsement of the DE/GE is taking place.
 The membership of Bulgaria into EU changes many developments inettieof
education and introduces the topic of Global Problems from a new much more global
point of view and in new context;
» Through European membership Bulgaria becomes a real member ddlbeveprid
and has responsibilities and role in the international development policy of EU;
» The structural funds of EU give more opportunities to the introduction 66BEand
even makes these developments mandatory for the country and for the society;
* Membership in EU brings new patterns of international co-operati@il &vels —
interstate, interregional even interschool and interpersonal;
* Opportunities to study for about 15% of the high school graduates, to work abroad,;
» Participation of Bulgaria in peace missions abroad,;
* Migration and immigration;
» Development of Long life education
» Decentralization in education creates better time-related oppertu@ivailable to
teachers and students, which could be utilised by NGOs in distioctghe
achievement of environmental activities in the school;
* The availability of funding programs;
» The presence of the Global net.

Chapter 5
Prospects of DE/GE - Conclusions and Recommendations

Independently of the evident steps toward the introduction of DE/GE hateducational
system and toward the raising of public awareness, still in Balgee are in the very
beginning of this important educational process.

Almost all the participants in the research pointed out that wshaéeded is the further
development of a National policy in the field which will link the BIE education with the
awareness raising about the global problems and international development.

The recommendations in this Report are based on Qbmecept for Sustainable
development of Republic of Bulgaria( 2007) and on the Concept othe Policy of
Republic of Bulgaria for International development (2007).

According to the Concept for International Development the Bulgariaaypakill be
focused on sectors where the country has comparative advantage inngrasdistance,
expertise and capacity:

* Education and training of personal;
» Construction and maintenance of Infrastructure;
* Reforms in economic, financial, administrative, social and health sectors;



e Cultural diversity and tolerance;
» Environment and promotion of sustainable development
Security and post-conflict reconstruction.

The Program for International Development will be realized with the lgadia and under
the coordination of Ministry of Foreign affairs with the support bé tCouncil for
International Co-operation and Development and with the active pariticipatt the other
ministries and agencies, of the higher and general educatiargsetif the organizations of
the civil society and with the support of the business.

In connection with the state policya serious attention should be paid to the topics of
education and of awareness raising for development in all kinds ofgsoin the field, in the
concrete programs, in the budgets and in formal and informal education policies.

Where not yet in existence, to establish and support structured and opgmirgses to
develop long-term perspectives and shorter term collaborative progsirthat promote
Development Education and Awareness Raising.

To provide policy, financial and organisational support for the integrati@@ewélopment
Education and Awareness Raising in Formal and Non-formal educatitemsyscurricula
and programmes, and in media activities, focussing on opportunities ageefgmal and
informal educators and media personnel in the development of new projects and pegramm
networks, research.

Policy, funding and organisational commitments should enable percepidigecto be
made towards reaching the aim of Development Education and Awareness Raising.

It is necessary to elaborate a clear Communication Strategh will relate the policy of
the country in the field of international development with an well e&tbdr system for
Development Education and Awareness Raising concerning the development problems.

Public awareness raising and public campaigning on a particular developuennhay
obtain some, sometimes widespread, support for solutions to that issue.

At national level is necessary to unite the efforts of the diifeagencies and ministries for
strengthening the existing models of co-operation in separate &sldduman Rights —
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Education Youth and Scien&tate Agency for
Defence of the ChildEnvironment — Ministry of Environment and Waters, Ministry for
regional Development, Ministry of Education, Youth and ScieBoejal Justice — Ministry
of Labour and Social Policy, Ministry of Justide@pverty — Ministry of Labour and Social
Policy, Ministry of EconomyAIDS — Ministry of Health, Ministry of Education, Youth and
Science.

There should be better coordination between the national agencies adionstand
intergovernmental institutions active in the field in BulgariduDP, UNICEF, UNESCO.
Our country should participate more actively in the work of EUtimgtns and in the work
of UN in the field of international development.

There has to be established institutional permanent link betwegolitieal institutions
and the structures of civil society and business structures. The psobie¢he Development
Education are going far beyond the boarders of the Formal Education systerthe
engagements of the State.



It is necessary to establish a normative framework for promatirty supporting the
elaboration of a Development Education and Raising Awareness poloyahlevel, based
on a very high degree at the project approach.

National ministries and agencies should clearly define theimigaalid coordinating role in
the different fields of development educatiBtuman Rights — State Agency for defence the
Rights of the Child;Environmental Education — Ministry of Environment and Waters;
Social Justice and Poverty— Ministry of Labour and Social PolicyCivic Education,
Global Education, Intercultural Education — Ministry of Education, Youth and Science.

The Ministries should include and integrate different perspectwne actions in support of
international development and Development Education and AwarenessgRaadirshould
actively use the corresponding programs of the EU commission ancufzalyi the programs
concerning youth and development.

From this point of view we are facing the need of multifaceted policy in tieofidroadly
understood DE/GE.

From one side we have to develop DE/GE as a system of views ituieattoward the
global problems. From other side we have to develop more process @iEAE&E which
shows the trends and the focus of development, forces for changetand &r change.
Underlying and unifying in all these developments is the idea ohirasile development
which tries to give meaning and understanding the to local, region@ties and to the
global world.

National Educational Strategy should be based on the clear understaridiing
interrelations between DE/GE, Civic Education, Education for Susteii2evelopment and
EU and Bulgarian policies in the field of international development.

DE/GE should be developed as well in the context of the EducatioDeimocratic
Citizenship. National Policies should be based as well on the clear assessthenmteeds, of
the current status and should be explicit about the prospects of development of DE/GE.

National strategy could only be successful if the educational prandssising of public
awareness of DE/GE and international development should be seelifedsng process and
as an obligation of every citizen in our society. As a participatitardata gathering process
pointed out “ for the creation of new international development awarenest important is
that the DE/GE happens at all educational levels and beyond. Thideipll to create
responsible society where the value system will change as peiideow how to connect
and to coordinate long development goals of life on Earth with the shrage interests of
individuals and social groups, the local needs with the global requirements andtparshpec

The National educational policies and strategies in the field of DE/GE shobidlten the
basis ofNational Implementation Plans— a program of action which has to show clear the
division of labour in the field, the patterns of coordination of effort@étieving sustainable
development including “ targets, actors, actions, time frames)dislamechanisms, budget
and monitoring methods”.



The objective of the Program for Education for Developmentn Bulgaria should be"
higher public awareness and responsibility, critical understanding of, and cessdagement
with global development and its relationship with local situations &dadge; an increase in
the public ability of the Bulgarian citizens to defend their own ansupport the right to
development of the people from all over the world and to challenge ttueledt policies and
practices that perpetuate poverty and hamper sustainable development”.

In this sense thBE/GE should become a legitimate part of the policy of the cotry
and should find its place in the educational strategies angrograms, to get institutional,
human resources and financial support and to become a basic and natuaitedf the
educational curriculum in the coming years and decades.

Thespecific objectives of the DE/GE and awareness raising the field of Development
Education and International Development should be formulated as:

* To increase the Bulgarian citizens’ and Bulgarian public’scatiunderstanding of
the causes and consequences of global poverty and inequity, and its relevance t
personal, local, national, European and global interdependence and sustainable
development;

» To promote and enable the Bulgarian citizens’ and public’'s engagement withedform
participation in local and international responses aiming at tdication of poverty
and sustainable development;

* To engage and support the decision makers in the task of embeddingspalci
practices that are relevant to the implementation of Developidntation and
Awareness Raising approaches - in particular in relation to &anmd Non-Formal
Education;

* To create dialogue between the concerned actors ( in this numigeagacies, local
authorities, media and civil society structures) who are, or whiwlde, engaged in
promoting the aim and goals of Development Education and Awareness Raising;

» Active participation of the country in the EU Development Educatiagf@ms and
projects.

*k%

In the field of Formal Education the basic objective of theDE/GE Program in
accordance with the realization of the Millennium DevelopmenisGuaadth the National
Strategy for Sustainable Development, with the National Strafmgypevelopment of
General Education is the development of every citizen and espeufiafivery young
person as a responsible member of his community and of the world, one who is aware and
is engaged with the global problems of the world and who uses his knewdettl
competencies in his everyday life as a member of his community.

DE/GE should be based on a Strategy which takes into account:

» Its global character which encompasses Formal Education agasvelbng Life
Learning;

* lIts interdisciplinary character, which requires united effortallothe actors from
all basic fields of social life, of the political and of th&ilcsociety and of the
world of business;

* lItsinterdisciplinary character which requires its integration into tineccilum and
not an establishment of a new subiject field;



» lItsinclusive character which provides opportunities for a broader integration of the
young person into the process of world development and as well presupposes the
opening of the educational system toward the society.

» Its interconnecting character which gives an opportunity for a natural and effective
connection of the local problems with the problems of the global worltiein t
process of education and learning.

In the field of Formal Education the main objective should beethboration of the
curriculum based on the existing programs in the field of &cial Sciences aiming at
integration of the DE/GE topics and problems.This process concerns reviewing and
reconsideration of such programs as Civic Education, Environmental Eshjc@mnflict
Resolution, Human Rights Education, Intercultural Education.

In order to accomplish this objective should be reviewed the $Edtecational
Requirements in such subject fields as Man and Society; BiologyHaadtth Education;
Chemistry and Environment; Geography and Economics, History and etc.

An important role in this process should be played by the teachexsasissis in every
subject field.

It is necessary to develop and introduce further the Project Approach under which the young
people should develop and enrich their competencies and their attitudes toward the global and
interdependent world in order to make choice, to become responsible meshlt@esr
communities and to be able to link the problems of the community stlglbbal problems
and to participate in actions aiming at dealing with these problems elsewhere

DE/GE gives a new chance for reintroducing the strong moral compotenthe broadly
understood Social Education. The Human Rights and their realization rooaotry and in
the global world should lie into the foundation of such moral context.

The educational materials based on the new educational technologespanilly on ICT
should facilitate learning and teaching for the Global world and its problems.

There should be initiated a special system for Pre-Service #Behlite Teachers Training
which system has to be focused, systemic and supported with enoughessdte experts
in the ministries and in the national agencies as well the &xpsponsible for DE/GE at
regional and local levels should go through special training as well.

The school should become aatural centre for DE/GE. Development education should
be used as a chance for promoting and strengthening a more appamdiaedern learning
environment.

The Development Education provides another chance for broadening the tinkerbé¢he
school and the academic institutions and with the civil society organizationis wtecaction
has to lead to the creation of integrated school programs. In thegams the problems of
the country development should be linked with the global problems.

We have to put efforts in order to use DE/GE as a vehicle for the promotion of the European
idea, vehicle which could serve to the better integration of Balgatio the European Union
and to the development of the young people as members of this most damairhelping
community in the world .



The DE/GE should find its natural links with the concrete partioipaof our country in
International Development programs and to be based on the projectsprdsemt a part of
our own Program for International Development.

There has to be ensured enough educational materials and informatiatennfudly to
introduce and to promote DE/GE. All the basic documents in the fielthtefnational
Development, Education for Sustainable Development, DE/GE should be tednalad
disseminated throughout the educational system.

State educational requirements concerning DE/GEhould be developed and added to
within already existing system of educational standards. More®#bould be directed into
building the connections between DE/GE standards and the standaadstirer subject
fields. The standard elaboration is a long term process but thavailable enough expertise
and knowledge to be able to fasten it.

The standards are the first step and the next one which iststitle undertaken is to
develop theDE/GE Curriculum.

The research shows clearly that the most accepted approachbrizstheurricular one for
many reasons — lack of space in the curricuimerdisciplinary character of DE/GE, lack
of materials and resources to support DE/GE as a separate subject.

Nevertheless the study showed that the educational authorities have to create eedie spa
DE/GE in the curriculum — to provide opportunities DE/GE to be taugatseparate subject
on elective principle, to create educational materials thatgiwié more opportunities to the
teachers and will raise students interest.

From this point of view is crucial the role of te&tracurricular activities and of the
project approach.

If it is not possible to find enough space or time for DE/GE inctlreiculum it is much
more realistic to put the emphasis on the out school activities.

There is an enormous space for activities and concerted actions.

At first this is the field where are active maegiucational organizations active in the
field of Human Rights, Civic Education, Environmental Education, Conflict Resolution
Intercultural Education and cet.

Secondlyparents are ready not only to support but as well to be involved in pedagogical
activities.

At third the DE/GE is a subject field may be with thghest capacity for out school work
or we should say that it is not possible to realize sustainabl&BEnly within the
classroom. Out school DE/GE activities will provide the still mis&nignost of the cases link
between this field and the Education for Democratic Citizenship, IntercultdwabEon.

At last out school activities are perfect opportunitgdanect long life or adult education
with the formal education, to build the so necessary for the social and educational changes
community support, to raise easier the necessary funds for the realization of the
environmental activities.



In order to promote DE/Gthe attitudes and behaviour of all educational actors have to
be changed.

At first place this concerns the students . To stir the students interest we have t
base the DE/GE on th@inciples of interaction and dialogueand especially secondary and
high school students should becopagtners in the teaching process.

Something more — we have to make studpat®ers in out school activitiesthey have to
become mainlyesponsible for the realization of DE/GE projects.

Citizenship and DE/GE elements very strongly should be connectedtamdlated in this
project approach. Only through thparticipatory and democratic way of involvement
should be brought the necessary knowledge, skills and attitudes for the young people.

Secondly we have to pa&xclusive attention to the future teachers and DE/GE actists
— university students.The study showed that only capsulated DE/GE university courses are
prevalent in the past decade.

Our educational system of Higher Education needs to open new horizbesstadents, to
attract them, to make them understand the complexity of the global pslite mstruct and
make them to aware of and to discussgbeial and human dimensions of developmental
problems, to provide them with the necessary social skills for dealing with these problems.

The students should be ready for their future role not orgylgect specialists but as well
as DE/GE activists- there should no be such distinction like the existing now between the
narrow professional and social role of the teacher.

The initial teachers training has to build in itself theperspective of sustainable
development and the perspective of European integration.

In the field of teachers training there should be a certainativigi work/ of training/ The
teachers could be divided into several groups:

First group: chemistry and preservation of environment teachers — where thestoouisl
be on ecology, environmental risk and monitoring, biodiversity , environmaspacts of
Sustainable development concepts, waste management, environmentd! ggogopment,
environmental problems and economics and public policy

Second groupshould involve biology and health education teachers - where thes topic
should be biodiversity and sustainable development, UEU directive onaksabR/43, on
Birds 79/409, Natura 2000, Concept and Convention on Biodiversity, Environmental
legislation and campaigning, Global environmental problems

Third group should consist of teachers of economics and geography where tewdpi

be sustainable development for European regions, sustainable use ofegs&uropean
framework for sustainable regional policy, preservation of naturaluress, Sustainable
energy development, Global warming and the Concept of sustainable development

Last group of teachers should include — philosophy and civic education teachers — with
topics like civic society and sustainable development, environmental @olityegislation,
social aspects of the concept for sustainable development, globadmsoahd Millennium
development goals, global citizenship, project approach in dealitig global problems,
Human Rights and sustainable development , Third world problems ¢cuhtealism and
sustainable development, Peaceful conflict resolution and Peace.



The next problem underlined everywhere by the participants in the alessarthe
development of community support. DE/GE programs and model of a sustainable
environmental education could be realized only within the active coriyn - the horizons
of the isolated until recently educational settings should be opened.

The first step is tattract all the available community human resources- all of the local
NGO'’s could be involved in ensuring human resources, methodological, educaticeradisat
and often financial support for the realization of the school programs.

At secondparents should become significant factor of a new environemtal local
coalitions which has to be built in every community. The parents could not only ensure
different kinds of support, but their personal interest and approach could play invaluable role.

In the context of adult learning very oftehildren and parents do belong to the same
category of learnersand they more easily could be involved together in the same ptactica
activities. Male parents could serveecators in a very highly feminized schoolsf the
Region.

The parents should act aprassure groupand as majority of the electoral body they could
press the local authorities to undertake activities in favour of DE/GE.

The last but not least important stakeholder at local level are the business pilapiethe
side of violators rather than supporters of DE/GE and preventiavitiast The business
should become responsible and informed partner in local coalitions.

Much more needed is the elaborationlazfal coalitions. In these coalitions all local
actors will be more visible and this fact concerns at filaste the teachers, the parents and
the students. Very different in these coalitions will be the eif the organizations of the
civil society and there will be much more guarantees thadn&rol on behalf of this society
will be exercised.These coalitions should nominatiégferent working groups, will support
local initiatives, will make much more visible the DE/GEidties. These coalitions should
become patrons of DE/GE and prevention competitions, sponsors of sojadtgrfor the
students and for the unemployed young people in school age.

*k*

Thenational policy in the field of International Development andof DE/GE should be
fully opened and transparent for the civil society organizations. dhgriloution of NGO’s
will be in the fields such as formulation of DE/GE policy, elaboration of concretecps@nd
dissemination among the Bulgarian public the problems of internatienalopment and of
Bulgarian policy and projects in the field.

Under the framework of realization of Millennium Development Gbhalsto be supported
the co-operation between the public and the private sectors and thee-pubdt
partnerships.

It is necessary to unite and coordinate the efforts and resourtt&sawic organizations in
the field and as well to initiate and develop different kinds ob@asons ( in this number
fully to develop the Bulgarian Platform for International Development).

NGO'’s should give explicit attention to the importance of DE/GE/Awmareness Raising
in their organizational strategies, budgets and public communicgtiogsams, projects and
activities, enabling the public to gain increased criticabramwess of development and
increased. NGO'’s have to develop and implement strategies andtdeapropriate levels
of resources for effective and targeted marketing of DevelopnduntaEion and Awareness



Raising, in particular with Formal and Non-Formal Educationoss@nd practitioners, and
with the media.

Bulgarian Platform for International Development should start to function as a
responsible representative of the civil society in the field aériational development and
DE/GE and as a reliable partner of the state, business and medi®latform has to put
efforts to attract more members from the countryside and membigns educational
character.

From utmost importance for the success of the programs for DE/@ie initiation and
establishment local partnershipswhich could be started by the organizations of the civil
society. Much more considerable should be the role of the acadenitiatimisé and of the
trade unions in these partnerships with the necessary co-operation ohdbethal local
business.

From the point of view of dissemination of the ideas of the DevelopiBeutation and
Awareness Raising it is necessary to stdttional Site for Development Education.

In order to havéunctioning coalitions at national, local and even at school levefucial
is the problem ofcoordination between NGO’s and the governmental institutios.
Nevertheless there is a great need of a nstrectured co-operation. The interaction
between governmental institutions and NGO’s should not be limited ordgytironmental
activities. The education should be the main object of concern andlsthmegs should be
realized in order to improve this cooperatiorall-educational strategies, standards ideas
and curriculum proposals should be discussed with NGO;ghe state institutions and the
educational settings shoutldin the NGO's activists from methodological point of viewin
order to be more successful when delivering training or reglieducational activities at
school. There should be a processopen competition for the resources for training
available in the educational formal systenand NGO'’s should becomiegitimate actors in
the process.

The first one concerns theducational development of NGO'slf they want to be real full
fledged partners at school they have to improve their educational competences, the knowledge
of the educational developments, the methodology of interactive teactuirigaaning and as
well they should understand the laws and mechanisms that rule thdia@duCmly the
informed educational presence of the NGO'’s should overcome the significamstinesiet the
professional educators and of the educational authorities.

*k*

Thedissemination of the good practicesf DE/GE is important because:

» these are new ideas still not well known to the broad educators audience not to speak
about the general public.

e at second still the amount of in-service training is very limited;

» at third the process of dissemination of good practices is poriamt step toward
awareness building and toward makide/GE legitimate among teachers,
educational managers and educational authorities.



There are many ways to disseminate good practices at firschatol level. The
interdisciplinary character of DE/GE requires close co-operdi@tmveen the teachers at
school which denies the today’s reality when often the colleagues at school do not know what
kind of experiments is realizing the person next to them.

Next and most promising level of dissemination is the local ohe epportunity group of
teachers to present the accomplishments of DE/GE in their school and timaivdda

As well at local level exchange should be organized among the colleagues froffetbatdi
subject fields and theutstanding teachers could act as methodologists and as trainexk
trainers.

In the end the dissemination of DE/GE projects in which the studenitsrzaheed could be
under the form ofocal competitions, festivals, public campaignand cet.

At national level the use of E-sites, TV and Distant Learninghouldlower several times
the costs of teacher’s trainingand should bring the new ideas to all motivated educators.

*k%k

Modern media are in debt to education and especially to theew educational fields
and practices. The rise of private media and neoliberal ideology in the cosntneler
review could not justify the insufficient role of media in the proa#d3E/GE and awareness
raising. Nevertheless there are a lot of positive developments which showlddoeaged and
strengthened in the near future — tbealization of media the growing interest of the local
public in local problems problems, the opportunities which do offer cébleand local
broadcasting.

The lack of resources for a channel like Discovery could be compensdtedhe
elaboration of inexpensive life programs, with TV educational stdios, with training of
journalists in DE/GE.

The most important task at all levels of analysis isntolve media in the process of
DE/GE and public awareness raising as a real and credible partner.

***

International activities

At first place should be used all the mechanisms and opportunitieb ®hi possesses in
the field of DE/GE and Awareness Raising.

Realization of joint projects and partnerships with countries rasiduitions with traditions
and expertise in this field under different European DE/GE and liflengducation programs
will play a key role.

We have to try to support the leading role of Bulgarian organizatiossme of these
projects in order to develop our own capacity for dealing with the prebtérmternational
Development and DE/GE.

Bulgaria should participate far more actively in internationalrorgdions for development
and in international division of project work in the field. We have to toseur best
participation in UN, UNESCO, Council of Europe and other intergoverraheand
international organizations.

Our country should play a leading role in the process of educatiomdhd process of
dissemination of DE/GE in South-Eastern Europe. The programs f@BEould become a
natural element of the programs for trans-border co-operation andisiway we should
disseminate and transfer Bulgarian good practices in the field.



