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History and culture of the Assyrian minority in Georgia
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HISTORY AND CULTURE OF THE
ASSYRIAN MINORITY IN GEORGIA

The Assyrian Christian clergymen, known as the Assyrian Fathers, came to
Georgia in the sixth century and significantly contributed to the development
of Christianity and the establishment of monasticism. Modern Assyrian settle-
ment in Georgia started in the eighteenth century, when King Erekle 1l settled
refugee Assyrians in the Kakheti region. During the second half of the nine-
teenth and early twentieth centuries, more Assyrians came to Georgia in sev-
eral waves from Persia and Turkey. They settled in Tbilisi, Zestaponi, Kutaisi,
Samtredia, Senaki, Batumi and Gardabani, and in the village of Dzveli Kanda
in Mtskheta district.

The Assyrians speak Assyrian language, although linguistic assimilation
seems to be underway. Assyrian language is used at home and as a means
of communication with the community. Assyrians in Georgia are well-known
artisans, builders and painters. They painted the interior of the first building
of Patriarchy in Georgia, the Supreme Court, the Opera House, Thilisi State
University and many other places.

Distinguished Assyrians in Georgia:

. Givargiz Avdishu (Giorgiev Avdii Kasha Odisho, 1888-1946), edi-
tor-in-chief of the Assyrian newspaper Kukhva D’Madinkha, head-
master of the Assyrian school, founder of the Assyrian Printing
House;

. Rabi Davit llian (1910-2000), writer, poet and translator;

. Sergo Aivazov (1926-2014), one of the painters of the Georgian
Supreme Court building;

. Sarah Bidbunova (b.1940), singer.
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Church of the Assumption of the Virgin Mary,
Dzveli Kanda-Georgstal. The church was built in
1997.
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Dzveli Kanda-Georgstal, Church of the Thirteen
Assyrian Fathers. The church was built in 2013

with the participation of villagers. The architect is
Goderdzi Osipov.
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