
Ruddy duck 
eradication in 
Belgium 
Update 

Expert Meeting Ruddy duck eradication 

Tim Adriaens, Bram D’hondt, Sandrine Liégeois, Jean-Philippe Bizoux 

30-31 January, Sevilla, Spain 

 



Data waterbird census (oct-mar) 



Trend analysis 

Imputation of missing 
data based on glm 
(year/month fixed, area 
random) 

Little added value for 
such rare species 

Culling effort in model 



Summering birds (Apr-Sept)  
< citizen science data 



Situation Belgium 

Proof of (very limited) release. 
Escape is a very likely contributor (wing clipped animals) 
Proof of (very limited) local breeding. 
Others most probably represent immigrants



Breeding sites 



Broedgevallen 



Rapid response 



Early warning 
Citizen science recording platform 

waarnemingen.be/exoten 
ID sheets 
Alerts in mailbox 
Smartphone apps: obsmapp, webobs, 

iObs, winobs, That’s Invasive!  



Rapid response 



Registration and reporting 



Approach 

<2012: breeding pairs locally tackled by manager 
>2012: coordinated campaign (ANB + INBO) 

Steering committee with all stakeholders 
Aviornis, Hubertusvereniging Vlaanderen, Natuurpunt, 
Vogelbescherming Vlaanderen 
Regional authorities, ANB, INBO 
Representation of all Belgian regions 

Selective culling with specialized volunteer hunter 
Since 2009: 46 adults, 23 pulli culled 
Waarnemingen.be/exoten als early warning systeem 
Captive population: provide information to owners 



Control efforts 

Actions on new 
locations in 2016 

Experience is 
gaining up 

More agency 
people involved 

Location 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Totaal

Beveren – Haasop 1 1

Beveren - Groot Rietveld (GRRI) 11 6 8 3 3 2 33

Verrebroek - Drijdijck 7 7

Antwerpen-Blokkersdijk 1 1

Eeklo - Leikensweg 1 1

Snaaskerke-schorredijk 2 2

Heist - Kleiputten Heist 2 2

Bevere - Verrebroekse plassen 2 2

Lokeren - Molsbroek 1 1

Rangeerstation Antwerpen-Noord - Verlegde Schijn 9 9

Mechelen - Grote vijver 2 2

Ieper - Verdronken Weide 1 1

Veurne - Decantatiebekkens Suikerfabriek 3 3

BLOSO domein Hofstade 1 1

Zwevegem 3 3

Totaal 11 6 9 6 12 9 1 15 69

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 Totaal

Cull

Ad male 2 5 3 2 3 4 1 4 24

Ad female 3 1 3 1 2 3 6 19

Subadult/Pullus 6 3 7 2 5 23

Capture

Ad male 2 2

Ad female 1 1

Total 11 6 9 6 12 9 1 15 69



Control efforts 



2017 
Continue current procedure (volunteer hunter + agency people) 
New: tender on eradication of ruddy duck (among other IAS) 

 RATO vzw, Flanders (excl. Limburg) 
Contract until 2020 (6000€) 





Wallonia 
 

No birds culled in Wallonia in 2016 
One bird observed regularly in Harchies marshes, with sometimes 

a second bird.  
A further observation on the canal of Gosselies this winter. 
Implementation EU Reg in Walloon legislation in progress. 
 



Legal framework 
 

•

•



Legal framework 
 

   Flanders 
 

Wallonia Brussels Capital 

Legislative 
instrument 

Species decree 
Hunting decree 

Killing Allowed with permission of site owner 

Release in the wild    

Keeping in 
captivity 

  

Trade  

Import/export 



Public awareness 

Stakeholder meeting (Oct 2015), 
ruddy duck as an example in case. 

Bird keepers informed through their 
interest group. 

Cf. low numbers, low profile. 
Media attention through Regulation 

1143/2014. 



Bottlenecks 
Access to private land 
Use of silencers 
Captive population 
Repeated input from neighbouring countries 




