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Subject : Response to the letter of the Berne Convention Secretariat in relation to the
Complaint 2014/8

Related doc : 1. Your letter of 11.4.2017 : Complaint No 2014/8 : Presumed large-scale exploitation and
marketing of protected marine shelled molluscs in Greece
2. doc no 6734/A%/762/21-07-2017 of the Permanent Representation of Greece to CoEurope, with
the attached letter from 21-07-2017 of the compliant.
3. doc. No 2421/5842 of Gen. Secret. of Sust. Fisheries, with att. Doc. No 2259/36357/29.3.2017
with relevant information photographic material, (our. Doc. 14788/1048/2.8.2017).

In response to your letter of 11.4.2017, and taking into account above related (3) doc.
communication and document with the General Secretary of Sustainable Fisheries we would like to
inform you the following :

After the submission of relevant documents (c), the Directorate-General for Sustainable Fisheries
have undertaken the following actions, with a view to broadly inform professionals and consumers:

With doc. No 2259/36357/29-3-2017 the Directorate-General for Sustainable Fisheries informed/
reminded all competent services and stakeholders, for the existing prohibition of fishing and exploiting
of L. lithophaga, Pholas dactylus and Pinna nobilis. An informative photographic material was
attached. This material, has also uploaded to the official website
(http://www.alieia.minagric.gr/node/230 ), with open access

From 26-4-2017 to 2-5-2017, by registered letters, the above document, together with the
photographic material, was forwarded to 51 restaurants, included in the list of taverns, restaurants, etc
of Mr S. Katsanevaki’s letter of 25/02/2016 sent to the Secretariat of Council of Europe for the Bern
Convention.

From the communication made during the above process, some of the restaurants mentioned in
this list did not respond. Secondly, for those which did not receive the registered letters, the above
procedure was repeated on 25/5/2017, by regular mail. All relevant data are kept in the Directorate-
General for Sustainable Fisheries and they are available.

At this point it should be noted that the Directorate-General for Sustainable Fisheries informed
complainant's letter of 25/02/2016 incidentally (23-2-2017) and not by an official notification.
Consequently, his claim that the list contained therein was ignored by the Directorate-General for
Sustainable Fisheries Administration is unfounded.

By relevant documents, instructions were given to the Fisheries Control Agency of the Ministry
of Shipping and Insular Policy to intensify Port Authorities’ inspections in areas within their
jurisdiction (within port areas) with particular emphasis on regions where illegal fishing and marketing
has been observed (No 45/14499 / 17-02-2017, 2259/36357 / 29-3-2017)

In addition, with doc 2259/36357 / 29-3-2017, notified to all competent authorities and agencies,
as aforementioned, instructions were given, for the general information of all (professional and
amateur fishers, consumers, shopkeepers, etc.) and, at the same time, telephone numbers of the
Directorate for Fisheries Control and Fishery Products provided, for direct communication and
information, by anyone, either a service agent or a simple citizen, once he / she becomes aware of
illegal activities related to these protected species.

No complaint has been recorded until now.

With doc. 4082/66181 / 19-06-2017 to the Fisheries Control Agency of the Ministry of Shipping
and Insular Policy, the Directorate General for Sustainable Fisheries requested data for sanctions
imposed for the year 2017 and, once again, the intensification of the Port Authorities’ inspections in
the areas of their competence.

The above mentioned Authority, submitted by doc. 2141.1-10 / 50521 / 7-7-2017 related data for
the period from 1-1-2017 to 26-6-2017 [five (5) in total offenses for fishing of Lithophaga lithophaga,
in the areas of: Chalkida (1 -professional), Itea (3-recreational) Preveza (1-recreational)].


http://www.alieia.minagric.gr/node/230
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Please note that the Port Authorities are empowered to carry out controls and inspections in fish
markets and restaurants located within port areas.

By receiving Mr Katsanevaki’s letter of 21/07/2017, where there is clearly a suspicion of
negligence on the part of the competent authorities, the Directorate General for Sustainable Fisheries
requested the Fisheries Control Agency of the Ministry of Shipping and Insular Policy (doc
4875/81807/27/07/2017) detailed information on the number of inspections that have been carried out
since the beginning of the year by the competent Port Authorities.

The above letter (Mr Katsanevaki’s letter of 21/07/2017) was also forwarded to them, as includes
maps where demonstrated presumed illegal fishing and marketing of Lithophaga lithophaga.

For the years 2014, 2015 and 2016), the following statistics for controls, ispections and fines are
available (from the official website of the Fisheries Control Agency of the Ministry of Shipping and
Insular Policy http://www.hcg.qgr/alieia, http://www.hcqg.gr/alieia/statistika/statistika.php ) :

2014 2015 2016
Controls
Auction halls 1128 860 2874
Landing points: 11204 8493 1571
Inspections
Professional fishing vessels 16514 14644 9601
Recreational fishing vessels 10111 8012 7087
Other inspections 1330 1231 422
Total number of infringement | 1695 1305 1.325
decisions
Fines 1,266,315.00 € 974,857.00€ | 952,456.68 €
Protected Bivalvia (L.
Lithophaga, P. nobilis)
Total number of infringement | 11 14 10
decisions
Fines 5,100.00 € 6,700.00 € 6,400.00 €

From all the above, it is obvious that the complainant's allegation of inadequate controls is
incorrect. Controls are carried out, but cases involving infringements for these species are limited,
both in number and in areas where they are observed. In no case the phenomenon has the extent that
the complainant presents.

Additional controls are planned and will be carried out by the Directorate General for Sustainable
Fisheries Autority in restaurants, fish markets and outlets. In addition, cooperation with other
authorities that carry out controls for other purposes, for their assistance in retail fishmarkets,
supermarkets and outlets, is launched.

Apart from the precedent, the Directorate General for Sustainable Fisheries plans to take
additional actions to ensure the protection of these species, including, for example, uploads on social
media, for both, information and complaints, distribution of leaflets to markets and restaurants,
research for the efficiency of the operations etc.

The Directorate General for Sustainable Fisheries shall keep us informed for the results of the
above mentioned activities.


http://www.hcg.gr/alieia
http://www.hcg.gr/alieia/statistika/statistika.php
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We remain at your disposal for any additional information / clarification.

Yours sincerely

C.C. (signature)
Division Dept. C. CHRYSSOMALIS
Dep. Director A. ARFANAKOU
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- ADDITIONAL DATA UPDATED 07 MARCH 2017 -

BY EMAIL ONLY

EAAHNIKH AHMOKPATIA A0nva 07/03/2017
YIHOYPI'EIO ATPOTIKHX A. I1.: 1439/23179
ANAINTYZEHX & TPOOIMQN

I'ENIKH A/NXH BIQXIMHX AAIEIAX
A/NXH AAIEYTIKHX IOAITIKHX
& AAIEYTIKQN ITIOPQN

TM HMA 40

A/NEH EAEI'XOY AAIEYTIKQN
APALTHPIOTHTON & ITPOIONTQN

TMHMA 1°

Tay. A/von : A. Zvyypov 150 MPOX: Ymovpyeio [epipdirovrog & Evépyetog

T.K. 117671 AOGHNA I'evikn AevBovvon TlepiforiovTikng

Tniéopovo 2109287186, 7127 IToAttikng

Fax : 210 9287130 AevBvvon [Ipoctaciog Bliomotkiddtntag,

Email : syg073@minagric.gr Eddopovug & Awyeipiong AmopaAntmv
syg092@minagric.gr Tuqua Blomowidotntag

ch.chryssomalis@prv.ypeka.gr
g.alvanopoulos@prv.ypeka.qgr
KOIN. 1.Yrovpyeio Aypotikng Avantuéng & Tpooipwv

a) I'p. Yrovpyo?d k. E. Atoctorov
eapostolou@hqg.minagric.gr

B) Tp.I'.T". Aypotkrig IToArtikng k X. Kaoiun
ggram@hag.minagric.gr

y) Ip.IT k. N. Avtdvoyhov

2. Bern Convention Secretariat
Biodiversity Unit
At. to: Ms lva OBRETENOVA
iva.obretenova@coe.int

Oépo: Awpaptopio 2014/6 : Ewkalouevn peyaing KAMpoKog eKUETAAAEDGT TPOCTATEVOUEV®V
00TpaKkwVv atnv EAAGSa.

Yyet. : a) to apif. 1325/21267/28-2-2017 éyypagd pog

B) to ap1B. 2141.1-10/15359/2017/1.3.2017 éyypagpo g Atevbuvong EXEyyov g AMeiog
tov Yrovpyeiov Navtirkiog kot Nnoiwtikig [ToAtikng

e cuvEELn, TOL Tapamdve (o) oyetikod gyypdeov pag, cog dapifalovue cvvnuuévo to (B) oyetiko,
7OV QPOPE 6€ AmOPAGEIC EMPBOANG SIOIKNTIKOV KUPDOGEDMY TOL £KOOONKAY 0td Kot TOTOVG AUEVIKES
Apyés v ta €t 2014,2015 ko 2016 ko ywo To €idn Lithophaga lithophaga kot Pinna nobilis.
[MopakaAovue Yo TV EVIEPMOOT] KoL TIG EVEPYELEG GO,

AxolovBel averionun peTAPpPOCT.

H Ipoiotopévn g Fevikng Atevbuveng
(e vroypapn)
Mopiva [Tétpov
EA..TABA
AATIAIL I'p. Ipoictapévov, Tu. 1° ,4°
AEAAATT
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Unofficial Translation

Subject: Complaint n° 2014/6: Presumed large-scale exploitation and marketing of protected marine
shelled molluscs in Greece
Ref: a) Our doc no 1325/21267/28-2-2017
b) No 2141.1-10/15359/2017/1.3.2017, doc. / Directorate for Fisheries Control/  Ministry of
Shipping and Island Policy

Following the above document (a), we transmit to you the relevant document (b), relating to
decisions imposing administrative penalties issued by local Port Authorities for the years 2014, 2015
and 2016, regarding the species Lithophaga lithophaga and Pinna nobilis for your information and
your own actions.

The Director General
(signed)
Marina Petrou
Consolidated table as follows: Blue characters ref. doc (a)

Black characters ref. doc (b)
Red characters ref. docs (a) and (b)

s/ | Port Year Species Infringement Fines Withdrawal of fishing
n | Authority (euros) | permit (days)
1 | Chalkida 2014 Pinna nobilis | Fishing 300 10
2 | Chalkida 2014 L.lithophaga | Fishing 500

3 | Chalkida 2014 L.lithophaga | Transport 300

4 | Chalkida 2014 L.lithophaga | Transport 600 60
5 | Chalkida 2014 L.lithophaga | Transport 600 60
6 | Chalkida 2015 Pinna nobilis | Fishing 300

7 | Chalkida 2015 L.lithophaga | Fishing 300

8 | Chalkida 2015 L.lithophaga | Fishing 300

9 | Chalkida 2015 L.lithophaga | Fishing 600

10 | Chalkida 2015 L.lithophaga | Fishing 600

11 | Chalkida 2016 L.lithophaga | Fishing 1.000

12 | Chalkida 2016 L.lithophaga | Offer to restaurant | 1.000

13 | Chalkida 2016 L.lithophaga | Offer to restaurant | 300

14 | Chalkida 2016 L.lithophaga | Fishing 600

15 | Chalkida 2016 L.lithophaga | fishing 600

16 | Chalkida 2016 L.lithophaga | fishing 300

17 | Mytilene 2014 Pinna nobilis | Fishing 300

18 | Mytilene 2015 Pinna nobilis | Fishing 500

19 | Mytilene 2015 Pinna nobilis | Fishing 600

20 | Mytilene 2015 Pinna nobilis | Fishing 600

21 | Mytilene 2015 Pinna nobilis | Fishing 600

22 | Mytilene 2015 Pinna nobilis | Fishing 300

23 | Mytilene 2015 Pinna nobilis | Fishing 300

24 | Mytilene 2015 Pinna nobilis | Fishing 300

25 | Aidipsos 2016 L.lithophaga | Fishing 300

26 | Preveza 2014 L.lithophaga | Fishing 1.000

27 | Preveza 2016 Pinna nobilis | Fishing 1.000

28 | Preveza 2016 Pinna nobilis | Fishing 1.000

29 | Kavala 2014 Pinna nobilis | Fishing 300

30 | Kavala 2014 Pinna nobilis | Fishing 300

31 | Piraeus 2014 Pinna nobilis | Fishing 300

32 | Piraeus 2014 Pinna nobilis | Fishing 600

33 | Mesologgi | 2015 L.lithophaga | Fishing 400

34 | Mesologgi | 2015 L.lithophaga | Fishing 1.000

35 | Mesologgi | 2016 L.lithophaga | Fishing 300
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BY EMAIL ONLY

AOGnva 28/02/2017
YIHOYPI'EIO ATPOTIKHX A.IL.: 1325/21267
ANAINITYZEHX & TPOPIMOQN

I'ENIKH A/NXH BIQXIMHX AAIEIAX

A/NXH AAIEYTIKHX HOAITIKHX

& AAIEYTIKQN ITOPQN

TM HMA 4°

A/NEH EAEI'XOY AAIEYTIKQN

APAXTHPIOTHTON & ITPOIONTOQN

TMHMA 1°

Tay. Alvon @ A. Zvyypov 150 MNPOX: Ymovpyeio [lepipdrroviog & Evépyetog

T.K. 117671 AGHNA I'evikn AtevBvvon [epiBailovTikig

Tniépwvo 2109287186, 7127 Mot

Fax : 210 9287130 AevBvvon [Ipoctaciog Blomokidtntag,

Email : syg073@minagric.gr Eddapovg & Aayeipiong Anofintwv
syg092@minagric.gr TunAua Blorowkididmrag

ch.chryssomalis@prv.ypeka.gr
g.alvanopoulos@prv.ypeka.gr
KOIN. 1.Ymovpyeio Aypotikng Avamtuéng & Tpoeinwv
o) I'p. Yrovpyo? k. E. Atoctorov
eapostolou@hg.minagric.gr
B) I'p. I'.T. Aypotikng IToAtikng k X. Kaoiun
ggram@hqg.minagric.gr
v) I'p. IT . N. Avidvoyiov

2. Bern Convention Secretariat
Biodiversity Unit
At. to: Ms lva OBRETENOVA
iva.obretenova@coe.int

Oépo: Awpaptopio 2014/6 : Ewkalouevn peyaing KMpoKog eKUETAAAEDGT TPOCTATEVOUEV®V
ootphxwv oty EALdda.

Xyet. : apif. 2086/70/20-1-2017 £yypoagod cog pe T cvvnuuévn emiotorn g I'pappateiog g
ZopPaong tg Bépvng.

Yg OULVEXEWN TNG CYETIKNG OAANAOYpagiag, mov apopd oto Bépa Kot ewdwoTepa yoo Bépata
appoddtrag g I'evikng AlebBuvvong Biooiung Alelag, oag evnuepdvoupe yo o eENG:

‘Exovpe dnpocionomoel v voBETNon TOV VTOYPEDCEDV TOV TPOKOTTOLV Oomd Tn Alebvn
Yopupaocn g Bépvng, omwg éxovpe HoM avaeépet kat oto apd. 4234/74509/16-7-2015 éyypagd pag.
2T MEPWTMOELS TOL OlmIoTOVOVTOL TapoPdostg, emPariiovior ot TPOPAETOUEVEC KUPDOOELG
(xpnuatikd TPOOGTIHN, APOIPEST) ATOMKNG GOEWG GAlElnG, KOTAOYEST KOl KOTAGTPOPY TPOIOVTOG,
Katdoyeon epyoreinv). e TEPMTOOEIS VIOTPOTNG, Ol TOWEG VITEPITAAGIALOVTOL.

Amo oxetikn pog £pgvva Yo to gidog Lithophaga lithophaga kot petd and emkowvovio pe Kotd
tomovg Apevikég Apyée (Kdivuvog, Kapara, Osoooalovikn, AreEavépovmoin, Paenva, Aavpio,
EXevoiva, Mutidnvn, Xiog, Zalapiva, Kapvotog, Ztvrida, Kopwvbog, Xokida, TTewpoidg (Kevrpikd
Aevapyeio) ) dwmotddnke ot yioo ta £t 2014,2015 ko 2016 kotd ™ didpkeln EAEyY®V TOL
mpaypatomoOnkav, tapapdoetg Pefaidbnioy and ™ Ayevikn Apyn XaAkidog, OTMG TapuKAT®:
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Year | Infringement Fines (euros) | Withdrawal of | Product Gear/Tool
fishing permit | Confiscated (kg) | confiscated
(days)
2014 | Fishing 500 1
2014 | Transport 300 7
2014 | Transport 600 60 5
2014 | Transport 600 60 7,7
2015 | Fishing 300 10
2015 | Fishing 300 6
2015 | Fishing 600 1
2015 | Fishing 600
2016 | Fishing 1.000 3
2016 | Offer to restaurant without 1.000
documents of origin
2016 | Offer to restaurant without 300
documents of origin
2016 | fishing 600
2016 | fishing 600
2016 | fishing 300 5 sledgehammer

Ot tapafdoeis apopovsay og TAPAVOUT dALEl, TOGO OO ETAYYEALOTIO OGO KOl U0 EPAGITEYVES
oMelc, TapAvoUn HETAPOPA Kol TOPEVOLUN TPOCPOPE GE KOTAGTNLLA, YMOPIG TOPASTUTIKA TPOEAELONC.

Me 10 £&yypagd poag apf. 45/14499/17-2-2017 (ovvnuuévo), (nthnke omd v apuddio
AebBvvorn Eréyyov g Aleiog (Aevikn Aotovopio) tov Yrovpyeiov Navtidiog kot NnotoTikng
IToMTIKNG EVTOTIKOTOIN G TV EAEYY®V Y10 VTA TOL E10T).

Ba axoiovOnoel emmAéov evnuépwon (MAekTpovikd eLAAGSI0 oV Oa avaptnOel oty emionun
LOTOGEAIDO TNG VANPECING LOG, VIEVOVUIOT GE TEPLPEPELOKEG VIINPESIES OMELNG KO POPELS).

H I'evikn AevBvvon Buoowng Aleiog 8o cag kpatd eviuepoug.

AxolovBel averionun peTdppaon.

H IIpoioctapévn g ['evikng AtevBovong
( Me vroypoony)

Maopiva [Tétpov

EA.:TABA
AATIAIL I'p. Ilpoictapévov, Tp. 1°,4°
AEAAAIT
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UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION

Subject: Complaint n°® 2014/6: Presumed large-scale exploitation and marketing of
protected marine shelled molluscs in Greece

Ref: Doc no 2086/70/20-1-2017 of Ministry of Environment with the attached letter of the Bern
Convention Secretariat

Following previous contact for the above subject, we inform you for the following:

We published the adoption of the obligations arising from the International Bern Convention, as
already mentioned in our document No. 4234/74509 / 16.07.2015. In cases where infringements
detected, the provided penalties are imposed (fines, withdrawal of fishing permits, confiscation and
destruction of the product, confiscation of fishing tools). In cases of recidivism, the penalties are
doubled.

According to data collected for the species Lithophaga lithophaga, during relative contact with
local Port Authorities (Kalymnos, Kavala, Thessaloniki, Alexandroupolis, Rafina, Lavrion, Elefsina,
Mytilini, Chios, Salamina, Karystos, Stylida, Corinthos, Chalkida, Piraeus (Central Port Authority))
for the years 2014, 2015 and 2016 during controls carried out, infringements ascertained by the Port
Authority Chalkida, as below:

Year | Infringement Fines (euros) | Withdrawal of | Product Gear/Tool
fishing permit | Confiscated (kg) | confiscated
(days)
2014 | Fishing 500 1
2014 | Transport 300 7
2014 | Transport 600 60 5
2014 | Transport 600 60 7,7
2015 | Fishing 300 10
2015 | Fishing 300 6
2015 | Fishing 600 1
2015 | Fishing 600
2016 | Fishing 1.000 3
2016 | Offer to restaurant without 1.000
documents of origin
2016 | Offer to restaurant without 300
documents of origin
2016 | fishing 600
2016 | fishing 600
2016 | fishing 300 5 sledgehammer

Infringements related to illegal

fishing, from professional and recreational fishers , illegal
transportation and illegal offer to sale in restaurants, without documents of origin.

Authorities is asked to tighten controls for these species.

With our document 45/14499/17-2-2017 (attached), the Competent Central Authority for Port

An additional awareness will follow (electronic brochure that will be uploaded to DG for

Sustainable Fisheries website, reminder to Regional Fisheries Departments and stakeholders).

The Directorate General for Sustainable Fisheries shall keep you informed.

The Director General

(signed)

Marina Petrou




