The Council of Europe is the
continent’s leading human rights
organisation. It comprises 47
member states, 28 of which are
members of the European Union. All
Council of Europe member states
have signed up to the European
Convention on Human Rights, a
treaty designed to protect human
rights, democracy and the rule of law.
The European Court of Human Rights
oversees the implementation of the

Conventioninthe member states.
www.coe.int

The European Union is a unique
economic and political partnership
between 28 democratic European
countries. Its aims are peace,
prosperity and freedom for its 500
million citizens — in a fairer, safer
world. To make things happen, EU
countries set up bodies to run the EU
and adopt its legislation. The main
ones are the European Parliament
(representing the people of Europe),
the Council of the European Union
(representing national governments)
and the European Commission
(representing the common EU
interest).

http://europa.eu

Council of Europe
Directorate General of Human Rights
and Rule of Law (DGI)
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Human Rights National Implementation Division

Council of Europe Office in Yerevan

Erebuni Plaza, 6th floor, 26/1 V.Sargsyan str.,

Yerevan 0010, Armenia
http: //www.coe.am
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Working together to promote |
human rights |
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SUPPORTING THE
CRIMINAL JUSTICE
REFORM AND
COMBATING
ILL-TREATMENT
AND IMPUNITY

IN ARMENIA

http://eap-pcf-eu.coe.int

Programmatic Cooperation Framework for
Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Republic of Moldova, Ukraine and Belarus
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he Council of Europe (CoE) continues to support member states' implementation of European human rights

standards at national level through capacity development, exchange of best practices and revision of

legislation. The reform of the criminal justice system is ongoing in Armenia to bring the national legislation in
compliance with European standards. This is particularly important in the context of fight against torture, ill-
treatment and impunity, as the framework to prevent and ensure effective investigation of such cases needs to be
improved. In addition to this, the capacity of investigators needs to be strengthened through training on human
rightsissues.

To contribute to this process, the CoE is implementing a Project on “Supporting the criminal justice reform and
combating ill-treatment and impunity in Armenia” within the CoE/EU Eastern Partnership Programmatic Co-
operation Framework 2015 —2017. It will last 24 months (July 2015-June 2017).

Project objectives

The main objective of the Project is to strengthen the implementation of European Human Rights standards in
Armenia.

The specific objectives are to support the alignment of human rights policies and practice by ensuring compliance of
legislative and regulatory frameworks with European standards and to build the capacities of investigators and
prosecutors.

Target groups and final beneficiary

The main target groups are staff from the Ministry of Justice, stakeholders of the criminal justice reform, trainers
fromthe Justice Academy, prosecutors and investigators.

Thefinal beneficiary is the Armenian population who should enjoy a greater protection of its rights.

Project results

Itis expected thatas results of the Project:

1. The legislation on criminal matters and institutional mechanisms for combating ill-treatment is improved and

implementedin line with European humanrights standards;
2. The capacity of the Justice Academy to train investigators on criminal justice and humanrights is strengthened;
3. Knowledge and skills of investigators on criminal justice and human rights, including effective

investigations ofill-treatment cases, are improved.

Activities and methodology

The Project will work with the Ministry of Justice on the ongoing criminal justice reform, through the provision of a
legal opinion on the draft texts of the new Criminal Code and Code of Criminal Procedure. It will also support the
implementation of the legislationin line with the European human rights standards.

In addition, the capacity of the Justice Academy, which is in charge of the training of investigators, will be
strengthened. Needs will be assessed, training courses and materials on human rights issues will be developed and
trainers will be trained. Knowledge and skills of investigators on criminal justice and human rights will be enhanced
through seminars, workshops.

All capacity development activities will be carried out under the umbrella of the European Programme for Human
Rights Education for Legal Professionals (HELP) which is the Council of Europe’s platform gathering all capacity
development resources forlegal professionals. To know more: www.coe.int/help

Project National Partners

The key national partners for the Project are the Ministry of Justice of Armenia and the Justice Academy of Armenia.
The Project will also closely work with the Special Investigation Service of Armenia and the Investigative Committee
of Armenia.

Financial Support

The Project is funded by the EU and the CoE within the Programmatic Co-operation Framework in the Eastern
Partnership Countries.
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