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15 June 2005 
 

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS TO THE RESPONSE ON CPT’S  
REPORT AFTER THE VISIT TO LATVIA ON THE MAY 2004 
WITHIN THE AUTHORITY OF THE MINISTRY OF JUSTICE 

 
General information 
By Order No. 1 - 1/437 of the Minister of Justice dated December 28, 2004, a 

working group was established to draft a concept on policy of execution of criminal 
punishment, which will be submitted to the Cabinet of Ministers for adoption by the 
end of 2005. The draft concept will establish new and contemporary criminal 
punishment policy complying with international standards binding Latvia; it will 
provide new attitude to especially sensitive groups of prisoners. The working group 
has come to a conclusion that the policy of execution of criminal punishment must 
provide specific regulation with respect to of juveniles, women, those serving life 
sentences and persons with special needs. 

The Ministry of Justice has also addressed other issues related prisons. The 
Ministry continues to work on the draft concept on prisoners’ health care which 
includes a scheme for health care organization. 

In addition, by Order of the Minister of Justice No. 1 - 1/112 dated April 4, 
2005, a working group was established to draft policy planning documents in respect 
to organization of general and professional education at prisons. The deadline for 
submitting the draft concept to the Cabinet of Ministers is November 1, 2005. 

The Ministry of Justice is also taking part in the implementation of the project 
“Working with Juvenile Offenders” supported by the Dutch pre-accession assistance 
programme “Matra”. One of the goals of this project is to draft recommendations for 
amendments to legal acts to improve conditions of juveniles in prisons. As a part of 
this project, the Ministry of Justice has ordered a study “The status of juvenile 
prisoners and drafting of recommendations to improving the status to reach 
international standards”.  

The results of this study will also be used in drafting the policy planning 
document “The basic guidelines for policy of execution of prison sentences and 
arrests of juveniles, 2006 - 2010”, which is currently being drafted by a working 
group established by Order of the Minister of Justice No. 1-1/291 of August 19, 2004 
as a part of project mentioned above. 

Thus, the Ministry of Justice is already working on solving the issues within its 
competency. After approval of the policy planning documents by the Cabinet of 
Ministers, the work will be continued to amend normative acts according to approved 
policy. 
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Paragraph 41  
On April 19, 2005 the Cabinet of Ministers adopted the Concept on the 

Development of Imprisonment Places. The Concept defines the activities for the 
period 2005 – 2014 in order to improve the conditions of all the persons staying in 
prisons. The Concept provides a step-by-step approach for reconstruction of all the 
prisons as well as enlargement of three prisons. Implementation of the Concept will 
solve the following problem issues pointed out by the Committee: 

- Every prisoner will have on average 5.7 sq.m per convict; 
- The system of cameras will be established, as a result there will be no more 

than 2 – 4 persons per camera; 
- The long-term problems of life – term convicts will be solved (at the moment 

the rooms for placement of these prisoners will be enough for another 3 - 5 years); 
- Appropriate walking areas, premises for sport activities, libraries, training 

rooms, and appropriate sanitary conditions will be provided for the prisoners; 
- The issue related to the Hospital of Latvian prisons will be solved – the 

hospital will be transferred to Olaine tuberculosis hospital which is currently under 
construction and will be transformed into general Prison’s Hospital. 

Paragraph 42  
In order to prevent overcrowding of prisons and to place the prisoners as far as 

possible in compliance to the legislation the Prison Administration as from January 1, 
2005 weekly performs analysis on the actual number of prisoners in every prison, 
thus ensuring proportional placement of prisoners in compliance with the necessary 
type of the prison and the regime level. 

Brasa prison has been transformed from the investigation prison to the closed 
prison (Order of the Ministry of Justice No. 1-1/390 of November 30, 2004), thus the 
number of places in closed prisons has been increased.  

Currently in according to standards in force there are 9166 places in prisons and 
there are 7515 prisoners placed there (statistics as of May 1, 2005). 

To improve situation in future Ministry of Justice has given a task to the Prison 
Administration to prepare draft of regulations of Cabinet of Ministers regarding 
distribution of prisoners in existing prisons, thus distribution of prisoners among 
prisons will be guarantied by the rules on governmental level. 

 
Paragraph 45 
Placement of juveniles in cameras is carried out taking into account their 

personal characteristics and psychological compatibility. When distributing juveniles 
in cameras the statement of the psychologist is taken into account. A rehabilitation 
employee has been appointed to work with juveniles. All the juveniles are involved in 
general education and sporting activities. 
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The Prison Administration together with the Ministry of Justice and other 
institutions participates in the implementation of the project supported by the 
Netherlands pre-accession assistance program "Matra" "Work with juvenile in 
detention". Within the framework of the project “Basic guidelines for the policy of 
arrest and imprisonment of juveniles 2006 – 2010" are developed, several pilot 
researches on the establishment of new practice in relation to the health care of the 
juveniles, cooperation among institutions and training plans for juveniles in prison 
are performed. In addition training for prison staff in "EQUIP" program takes place. 

 
Paragraph 50 
The Prison Administration has split the functions of the Security Department. 

Based upon the Order No. 176 of December 13, 2004 the Investigation Division has 
been established in prisons and this is directly subordinated to the Chief of a prison. 
Currently the investigation functions including the investigation of the cases of 
mutual violence of prisoners are performed by the Investigation Division. The 
functions of the Security Division comprise the prevention and elimination of the 
breaches of the regime and crimes. This question was discussed also during the 
meeting of Chiefs of prisons on February 23, 2005 when results of the work of the 
Prison Administration in the year 2004 and priorities for year 2005 were discussed.  

On April 27 – 29, 2005 in the Training Centre of the Prison Administration the 
training of the personnel of the Investigation Division took place. 

 
Paragraph 55 
The plan of the measures of punishment execution has been developed for every 

life – term convict taking into account the severity of the committed crime, personal 
characteristics and psychological compatibility. Employees from different units of 
prisons are invoved in the implementation of the plan. The maintenance of family 
relations of a prisoner has the priority role. The Prison Administration continues the 
development of a draft program on the work with life – time convicts.  

The psychologist of the Social Rehabilitation Department of the Prison 
Administration visits of the life – time convicts of Jelgava prison once a month. By 
the end of the year it is planned to employ a psychologist in the Jelgava prison.   

In Ilguciems prison the only female lifer is kept together with the other female 
prisoners.  

The Ministry of Justice has established a working group (based on the Order No. 
1-1/112 of April 4, 2005), whose task is to develop a new legislative base for the 
organisation of the general and professional education in prisons. The project will 
contain special regulation applying to the long – term prisoners. 
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Paragraph 56 
The Prison Administration the Commission on Assessing the Individual Risk of 

Life – term convicts has established (Order of the Prison Administration No. 48 of 
April 14, 2005). The Commission’s task is to assess twice a year the individual risk 
degree of every lifer and the need to use means of security (handcuff, etc.) when 
convoying the person and during other events. When assessing these persons the 
Commission has to take into account the evaluation by the psychologist regarding the 
psychological condition of the person, etc. 

 
Paragraph 58 
The lifers are examined by medical employees in the rooms equipped with the 

alarm button. Before the examination by the doctor the prisoners are searched for 
security reasons. The supervisor stays outside the doors during the examination and 
outside the area of examination.  

 
Paragraph 58 
The life – term convicts are located behind the metal bars during the 

consultations by the psychologist and psychiatrist for security reasons. The 
commissions on assessing individual risk of life – term convicts have been 
established in Daugavpils and Jelgava prisons (in compliance to the Order of the 
Prison Administration No. 48 of April 14, 2005). The Commission establishes the 
risk level of every prisoner and the necessity to apply security measures. This will 
provide the possibility to talk to the prisoners of this category without the metal bars. 

 
Paragraph 59 
By the end of year it is planned to partially replace in Daugavpils prison the 

glass blocks by glass packets in the section where the life – term convicts stay taking 
into account limits of the allocated financial resources.  

 
Paragraph 60 
In accordance with the Concept on the Development of Places of Imprisonment 

adopted on April 19, 2005 the reconstruction of the Central Prison will take place 
from the year 2006 to 2008 and the reconstruction of Daugavpils prison will take 
place from the year 2011 to 2014. Currently the Central prison and the Daugavpils 
prison are not overcrowded and the cameras in bad condition are not used. As on 
May 1, 2005 there were 1624 persons in the Central prison (maximum number of 
prisoners is 1922) and 391 persons in Daugavpils prison (maximum number of 
prisoners is 543). 

The window blinds have been taken off the windows in cameras No. 501, 502 
and 503 in the Central prison, ventilation has been set up and the refurbishment 
repairs performed. Repairs have been made in some cameras in Daugavpils prison.  

Individual beds are provided for all the prisoners. A clean mattress is given to 
every prisoner when arriving to a prison. The bed linen is changed once every seven 
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days (this year the Prison Administration concluded the contract with the company 
"3BP" on the centralised washing of the bed linen of prisons). 

Once every seven days the prisoners take either hot shower or bath in bath-
house. The prisoners can buy individual hygiene items in the prison shop. Prisons 
administration provides help from the funds of human aid to persons who do not have 
money.  

The supervisor controls that everybody has soap and a towel when going to 
shower or bath-house.  

Once a week a doctor and an employee of the Logistics Unit of a prison perform 
a sanitary-hygienic inspection of cameras and at the same time also the existence of 
the washing set. 

The Prison Administration has submitted to the Ministry of Justice proposals on 
the amendments to the Law "On State Budget for the year 2005" where the allocation 
of the state budget in the amount of Ls 1 827 064 is required additionally for ensuring 
functioning of prisons until the end of this year. Ls 415 452 of that amount are 
necessary for the maintenance of prisons and daily needs of prisoners. 

 
Paragraph 61 
In order to satisfy the physical needs of prisoners the walking areas in prisons 

are equipped with sport inventory. The extension of the area of walking grounds will 
be possible only following the completion of the reconstruction of prisons as planned 
by the Concept on the Development of the Places of Imprisonment.  

 
Paragraph 62 
As to the Hospital of Latvian prisons the Ministry of Justice has proposed a new 

solution to the Government and this solution has been supported by adoption of the 
Concept on the Development of the Places of Imprisonment. The Hospital of the 
Latvian prisons will be transferred to Olaine prison tuberculosis hospital which is 
under construction now, thus obtaining the modern hospital complying with all the 
requirements for the prisoners. 

In year 2004 the resources amounting to Ls 630 000 were allocated for 
construction of the Olaine prison tuberculosis hospital. In the Law "On the State 
Budget for the year 2005" provide the funding in the amount of Ls 1 000 000 for the 
construction of Olaine prison tuberculosis hospital. It is planned to complete the 
construction of the hospital by the year 2006.  

 
Paragraph 64 
The Hospital of Latvian prisons has employed 3 full time medical nurses. 

Measures are taken to employ of 3 doctors (the announcement for recruitment has 
been published). 
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Paragraph 67 
A draft Concept on the health care of prisoners is under preparation and it 

proposes to solve existing health care problems by giving it over to Ministry of 
Health. This would ensure that the medical care system of prisoners is integrated in 
the general state health-care system and as a result adequate care is provided. The 
implementation of this Concept will provides also the increase of the medical staff in 
all the prisons, including Daugavpils prison and Central prison. 

The work schedule of the medical personnel has been re – arranged in 
Daugavpils prison and now there is medical personnel in prison during holidays. In 
case when medical aid is necessary at night time the assistant to the Chief of prison 
on duty calls the emergency medical aid. 

In Daugavpils prison and Central prison there are positions of a psychologist and 
psychiatrist in the staff list. However, in Daugavpils prison the full time position of 
psychiatrist has not been filled yet, the doctor works only part time (the 
announcement for recruitment has been published for the full time position of the 
psychiatrist). 

In year 2006 it is planned to introduce the positions of psychologist in both 
prisons. 

 
Paragraph 70 
In the Training Centre during the training of all the categories of the prison staff 

the Prison Administration Board focused attention to prevention of such cases 
because none of the regulatory documents provides for it. In the seminars and 
meetings of the Prison Administration Board with all the categories of the prison 
personnel the attention is focused on this issue always. 

 
Paragraph 71 
The bed items are given to the prisoners who are put in a punishment isolator for 

the time of night sleep. Currently at least one hour of walk every day is ensured for 
juvenile prisoners and for the prisoners suffering from tuberculosis. 

When the Concept on the Development of the Places of Imprisonment providing 
the improvement of the physical standards of prisons and extension of the walking 
areas will be implemented there will be the possibility to provide walks for all 
categories of prisoners kept in punishment isolators. 

 
Paragraph 71 
The four rooms of the punishment isolator of the Section 1 of the Central prison 

are locked and sealed. The repairs have been made in the other 18 cameras, the 
lighting has been improved and the ventilation has been set up. 

The punishment isolators located in the Section 1 will be repaired during years 
2006 to 2008 as provided by the adopted Concept on the Development of the Places 
of Imprisonment). 
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Paragraph 71 
If a prisoner who is kept in a punishment isolator wishes to receive book other 

than the literature with religious content the Prison Administration provides them 
from the prison library. 

 
Paragraph 72 
The disciplinary sanctions are enforced taking account the severity of the 

violation committed by the prisoner and his psychological character. Prior to 
enforcement of any of the sanctions the Prison Administration carry out an individual 
explanatory interview. Due to insufficient amount of separate rooms in the Latvian 
prisons it is not possible to place the prisoners with the tendency to self-mutilation in 
separated rooms and therefore they are placed in the punishment isolators, however, 
this is not considered as disciplinary punishment. The prisoners can appeal the 
decision to punish applied to a superior official (to the Chief of the Prison 
Administration, Prosecutor, court, etc.). The Administration does not restrict to use of 
this possibility. During the first quarter of this year the Prison Administration 
performed the inspection of the complaints received from the Pārlielupe and the 
Šķirotava prisons and the disciplinary punishments ordered by Chiefs of prisons were 
annulled in case of 23 prisoners. 

 
Paragraph 75 
In addition to the correspondence and meetings with attorneys the prisoners also 

have other contacts with persons outside the prison.  
With the permission of the process leader it is permitted for the arrested persons 

in pre – trail detention to meet with relatives and other persons: 
- adult men and women – once a month; 
- juvenile boys and girls – once a week. 

These persons can have phone conversations without any restrictions. The 
convicts have the rights meet with close relatives and other persons and to make 
phone calls: 

 
• In a closed prison –  
Highest degree – 12 meetings and 36 phone calls per year; 
Medium degree – 10 meeting and 24 phone calls per year; 
Lowest degree – 7 meetings and 12 phone calls per year. 
 
• In a partially closed prison –  
Highest degree – 16 meetings and 48 phone calls per year; 
Medium degree – 12 meeting and 48 phone calls per year; 
Lowest degree – 8 meetings and 12 phone calls per year. 
 
• In a open prison – meetings and phone calls without any restriction. 
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Paragraph 77 
Article 50 of the Latvian Code on Execution of Punishments (Amendments 

adopted on November 11, 2004) defines the rules for correspondence of the convicts 
with UN agencies, Latvian Parliament Human Rights and Public Affairs 
Commission, State Human Rights Office, Prosecutor’s Office, a court, attorney, as 
well as the rules for the correspondence of foreign citizens with the diplomatic or 
consular office of his/ her state authorised to represent his/her interests. This 
correspondence is not subject to inspection. 
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ADDITIONAL COMMENTS TO THE RESPONSE ON CPT’S 
REPORT AFTER THE VISIT TO LATVIA ON THE MAY 2004 

WITHIN THE AUTHORITY OF THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR 
 
 
2. Torture and other forms of inhuman treatment in isolation cells. 
 

Paragraph 11  
The Saeima adopted the new “Criminal Procedure Law” on April 21, 2005 

which will come into force on October 1, 2005. 
 

Paragraph 14 
At the meeting held on January 28, 2005 to review results of the work of the 

State Police (SP), the Minister of Interior clearly indicated to the Chief of the SP to 
order Police officers to observe all ethical norms, otherwise any violations against 
those arrested will be severely punished. 

The Ministry of the Interior and the minister of the interior regularly actualizes 
the issue on the poor condition in the short term detention facilities in the highest 
level – Parliamentary and Governmentally. The aim of these activities is to urgently 
solve the problem on the sufficient funds from the state budget. The facilities of the 
short term detention places and the obligations of the police officer are discussed with 
the Managing Board of the State Police in its personnel. The minister of the interior 
has visited several problematic police units (Ventspils, Daugavpils) and as result the 
public discussion in the society and the interest of the mass media started 
immediately. 
 

In 2004 The Ministry of Interior supported the action of the Non- Governmental 
Organisation “Providus” “- Never fear to report on Police violence”, which took 
place in the frame work of the project of the European Commission in different cities 
of Baltic States with the aim to detect the situation in human rights in closed 
institutions (prisons, police units, isolators, the camps of illegal immigrants, 
psychiatric hospitals). The results of this action were used to improve the work of 
police in the short term detention facilities.  
 

On February 24, 2004 the Chief of the SP signed a circular letter ordering senior 
officers to tighten control of the actions of the men serving under them, so as not to 
permit disciplinary violations, such as use of unjustified physical force. In addition, 
once a quarter every year meetings take place to review results of the work of the 
State Police, where the Chief of the SP talks of issues of service discipline. 
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As mentioned earlier, on December 5, 2003 the “Code of Professional Ethics and 
Behaviour of State Police Officers” came into force, which provides the general 
norms of behaviour for Police officers and the basic principles of professional ethics, 
which must be observed by Police officers when carrying out their duties as well as 
during off-duty time and place. The Code stipulates performance of the duties of 
Police officers, while ensuring human rights, and it stipulates the duty of a Police 
officer not to permit violations of human rights. Every Police officer has become 
acquainted with this Code (as witnessed by his/her signature). 
 

After the CPT’s experts visit in Latvia in the 2004, the State Police has prepared 
the draft of regulations “On the Professional ethics and behaviour of the officer of the 
State Police” which has been harmonised with the Ministry of the Interior of the 
Republic of Latvia. These regulations came into force on May 31, 2005 (Annex 1).  
 

Paragraph 14 
With respect to the CPT recommendation to entrust the investigation of 

complaints concerning the behaviour of Police officers to an institution totally 
independent of the Police, the SP believes that as a whole, the present system is 
satisfactory. The list of priorities of the Office of Internal Security - a structural unit 
of the SP - includes careful investigation of violations of human rights found by the 
SP and information indicating to possible violations of human rights, and the number 
of corresponding procedural decisions made. It should also be noted that there is an 
actual system of appeal and supervision of decisions made in Latvia (the Prosecutor’s 
Office). 

At present there already is an independent institution in Latvia, the National 
Human Rights Office, whose duties include the review of any complaint concerning 
violations of human rights. The Office may demand information from any State or 
local government institution on the circumstances mentioned in the complaint. Any 
official failing to provide such information and explanations is liable in accordance 
with the Latvian Code of Administrative Violations (Art. 6 of the Law “On the 
National Human Rights Office”). 

As mentioned earlier, the “Code of General Behaviour of State Police Officers” 
came into force on December 5, 2003. This Code provides the norms of general 
behaviour of Police officers and basic principles of professional ethics that must be 
observed by SP officers while on duty and during off-duty time and place. The Code 
provides for performance of duties of a Police officer while ensuring a person’s 
human rights and it stipulates the duty of a Police officer not to permit violations of 
human rights. The inclusion of the issue of human rights in the work of the State 
Police is a matter of priority and is given extra attention. A State Police officer is 
liable for any violations committed as provided by law and normative acts. Also, 
Police officers are constantly trained in these matters by SP structural units, including 
the SP Police School, as well as the School of Public Administration (course 
“communication culture and ethics”, as well as the Latvian Police Academy (course 
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“human rights and their observance in Police work”). In the future, too, the SP will 
take all necessary steps to prevent violation of human rights. 

Currently the SP Office of Internal Security (hereafter - OIS) is assessing 
possibilities to elaborate a circular letter that would additionally warn of the 
obligation to observe strictly all the requirements relating to human rights as laid 
down by the CPT. 

In addition to the aforesaid, it should be noted that the OIS is under the direct 
supervision of the Chief of SP. In every case when a complaint is received 
concerning the use of physical force, the OIS investigates it and passes a decision 
pursuant to Article 109 of the Latvian Criminal Procedure Code (hereafter - LCPC): 
 - to initiate a criminal case; 
 - to refuse to initiate a criminal case. 

The interested person is advised of the decision, who is then entitled to appeal 
it as provided by law (LCPC - Art. 112 Clause 3, In case of refusal to initiate a 
criminal case, in cases mentioned in Clauses 1 and 2 of this Article, a decision shall 
be passed and a copy forwarded to the claimant and other interested persons, and the 
rights of these persons explained to appeal the decision of the investigator to the 
relevant prosecutor, the decision of the investigating office or prosecutor (senior 
prosecutor) - to the senior prosecutor of a higher prosecutor’s office, the decision of 
a prosecutor of the Prosecutor General’s Office - to the Prosecutor General, and the 
decision of a Judge or a Court - to a Court of higher  instance). 

In 2004 the OIS Inspection of the Personnel received 365 complaints, from them 
in 160 cases the disciplinary inspections were carried out, from them the 30 cases 
were connected to the torture or inhuman treatment. In accordance with the results of 
disciplinary inspections 2 cases were confirmed and 4 officers were called to the 
disciplinary liability. 

In the first quarter of the 2005 OIS Inspection of the Personnel received 743 
complaints, from them in 479 cases the disciplinary inspections were carried out, 
from them the 69 cases were connected to the torture or inhuman treatment. In 
accordance with the results of disciplinary inspections 2 cases were confirmed and 1 
officer was called to the disciplinary liability. 
 

The Chief Inspectorate of the Ministry of Interior is a structural unit performing 
the Ministry’s supervision in the area of disciplinary responsibility in institutions 
within the Ministry’s system. The Chief Inspectorate of the Ministry of Interior is 
directly accountable to the State Secretary and its functions include official 
investigation of violations of duty and work discipline of employees of institutions 
within the Ministry’s system holding a special service rank. Within its authority, the 
Chief Inspectorate of the Ministry of Interior also reviews applications and 
complaints by natural persons about employees of institutions of the Interior 
(including the Police). 
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Paragraph 16 
Every complaint (also verbal) of the condition of health of a suspect is registered 

in the “Journal of Medical Examination” and the person is ensured of medical 
assistance. 

The Prosecutor’s office or a Court, when receiving complaints of unjustified 
actions of the Police, ensures a doctor’s examination of the person and the material is 
forwarded to the OIS for review and decision. 
 

Paragraph 17 
Pursuant to Order No. 1549 of the Chief of SP of December 23, 2004, regular 

checks are carried out of on-duty sections of structural units of the SP, including 
checks on short term detention isolation cells. 

Checks of short term detention isolation cells are carried out by both leadership 
of SP and leadership of the Ministry of Interior (state secretary, under-secretary of 
state). Also, representatives of non-governmental organizations and the National 
Human Rights Office are entitled to check - and do check - the conditions in short 
term detention isolation cells, and meet with suspects without Police presence.  

In the period from May 1, 2004 till May 1, 2005 the 267 inspections on the 
situation in the short term detention isolation cells took place all over the country 
(carried out by the different institutions) - 131 inspection was carried out by the 
officers of Prosecutors Office – 2 inspections were carried out by the representatives 
of Custody Courts – 2 inspections were carried out personally by the Minster of the 
Interior. 

Officers of Prosecutors Office carrying out the regular inspections of the short 
term detention isolation cells pay a lot of attention to the terms of custody and rights 
of usage of isolation requirements. There is only one notice from the officers of 
Prosecutors Office during one year which applies to the competence of the SP - 
person from the short term detention isolation cell of Valmiera District Police Board 
presented the claim on the health care problems. The officers of the Valmiera District 
Police Board reacted properly and resolved this situation immediately. 

Usually the notices from the Human Rights Institutions of the Republic of Latvia 
are in the written form addressed to the Chief of the State Police. They do not have 
praxis to make any statements while they are visiting the short term detention 
isolation cells. 

All the complains and pretensions of the officers of the SP are solved by 
responsible structural units of the SP, but the leadership of the SP in the meetings of 
the annual reports constantly the heads of territorial units of the SP on the issues of 
detected incompleteness in the work of short term detention isolation cells  - the 
formation of the documentation and the material/technical situation.  This 
informational work has good results, because after the visit of CPT’s experts in the 
year 2004, there are no detected violations of terms of custody for the arrested person 
and rights of usage of isolation requirements. Also, at the all available places of the 
short term detention isolation cells there are information boards with the regulations 
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of the establishment of work of short term detention isolation cell in at least two 
languages. 

According to the emergency case in Rēzekne City/District Police Board ( the 
escape of the person from short term detention isolation cell), the disciplinary 
inspection was carried out, and three were 2 police officers called to the disciplinary 
liability on the fact of neglect attitude to their duties what caused the escape of the 
arrested person. 
 

Paragraph 18 
In cases mentioned in LCPC (Articles 163 and 185), the process officer (a Police 

officer or a prosecutor), after reading the charges, may transfer the arrested person 
from the investigation jail to the Police isolation cell for the performance of specific 
procedural activities (on-site check of evidence, confrontation). The arrested person 
is taken from the investigation jail to a rural Police isolation cell upon Court demand 
during a criminal trial. After completion of the procedural activities, the arrested 
person is taken back to the investigation jail. 
 According to the CPT’s experts recommendations of 2004, the Chief of the State 
Police on May 20, 2005 has issued the Circular which states: 

• In any particular case the necessity and term of the custody of person in the 
short term detention isolation cells should be considered; 

• To move persons from the detention places in the investigation prisons to the 
short term detention isolation cells only in cases when there is other possibility 
to avoid from that; 

• If the arrest of person takes place at the Court (in accordance with the 
deprivation of the liberty), he/she must be convoyed to the investigation prison 
immediately without moving to the short term detention isolation cells, if the 
City where the particular Police Board is located has that kind of institutions. 

• In the cities where are investigation prisons located, the person should be 
convoyed from the investigation prisons to the court without staying in short 
term detention isolation cells. It also applies if there are intermissions between 
the legal procedures at court. 
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3. Conditions in isolation cells 
 

Paragraph 22 
Liepāja -  
In the autumn of 2005 the construction of the administrative complex of Liepāja 

City/District Police Board will be finished and its short term detention isolation cells 
will comply with the standards of European Convention on Human Rights. 
 

Ventspils –  
As it was sated before, the building of the Ventspils City/ District Police Board 

is in emergency situation (the conclusions of several inspections). The project for the 
new building is ready, but the lack of budgetary funds has stopped the start of its 
construction. 

Short term detention isolation cell No. 1 is closed and is not used for custody for 
short term detained persons. However, in emergency situations it is used for detention 
of administrative penalized persons but not more than for three hours 

At the meeting of Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Latvia in May 17, 
2005, the issue on the establishing of appropriate building for the Ventspils 
City/District Police Board once more was raised. The Cabinet of Ministers assigned 
the Ministry of Economics together with the Ministry of the Interior in accordance 
with the national legislation, to solve the question on the enchaining of the private 
funds for this project realising the private partnership. * 

 
Daugavpils –  
There is an agreement on the Daugavpils City/District Police Board removal to 

the Daugavpils Fortress, and it is planned to establish new short term detention 
isolation cells there.  The detail design is being worked out, after what the Agency of 
Real Estate will start the procedures for the project of the new building. 

In accordance with the regulations of the Cabinet of the Ministers of June 8, 
2002 No. 339 (Annex- 2) all of the places of the short term detention have 
appropriate amount of hygienic means. All necessary blankets and mattresses have 
been purchased. The issue on the household conditions of the short term detention 
isolation cells is raised to the very high level of the management of the Ministry of 
the Interior, which recently forwarded the request for additional funds from the state 
budget for the improvement and renovation of the short term detention isolation cells. 
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4. Guarantees against inhuman treatment 
 

Paragraph 23 
Upon the request of a suspect, his/her next-of-kin or a third person is advised of 

his/her arrest. Pursuant to Article 122 of the LCPC in the case of arrest of a juvenile, 
his/her parents or persons in lieu of them, are advised immediately regardless whether 
he/she so wishes or not. If there occurs a case when it is not done, the Police officer 
in question is liable for his actions and an official investigation takes place. 
 

Pursuant to Clause 2 of Article 121 of the LCPC, a suspect is entitled to invite 
counsel, appeal an investigator’s or prosecutor’s actions, provide explanations and 
submit applications, as well as demand security guarantees as provided by law. The 
right to a doctor’s services is not specifically provided by the LCPC, however, any 
complaint by a suspect as to his/her health condition is registered in the “Journal of 
Medical Assistance” and medical assistance is provided. 
 

Paragraph 24 
Upon the request of a suspect, his/her next-of-kin or a third person is advised of 

his/her arrest. Pursuant to Article 122 of the LCPC in the case of arrest of a juvenile, 
his/her parents or persons in lieu of them, are advised immediately regardless whether 
he/she so wishes or not. If there occurs a case when it is not done, the Police officer 
in question is liable for his actions and an official investigation takes place. 
 

Paragraph 26 
Article 98 of the LCPC stipulates cases when the presence of counsel (lawyer) is 

obligatory, including cases of crimes committed by juveniles. Any person, if he/she 
so wishes, may engage counsel. When questioning a suspect, he/she is explained 
his/her rights. This matter is also included in the form of “Record of questioning of a 
suspect”, and is signed by the suspect. Pursuant to Article 76 of the LCPC, 
concerning the specific crime, the Court may impose a security measure - jail - on the 
person. In this case, the person is always provided with a counsel’s services. 
 

Paragraph 27 
On April 1, 2005, Regulations No. 1036 of the Cabinet of Ministers dated 

December 21, 2004, “Procedure for Organizing and Financing Health Care” came 
into force. These Regulations guarantee provision of health care to persons held in SP 
short term detention isolation cells. Clause 15.3.3 of these Regulations provides that 
the Ministry of Interior pays for “out-patient health care services provided to persons 
held in SP short term detention isolation cells (except emergency medical services 
and in cases mentioned in the Law on Epidemiological Safety, when health care 
measures are covered from funds of the national budget allocated for health care to 
the Ministry of Health). When drafting the law on procedures for holding prisoners, 
the right to medical assistance guaranteed by law will be stipulated. 
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At present medical assistance is provided to a suspect by emergency medical service. 
 

The law does not prohibit for detained person to call doctor of his choice (at case 
– family doctor). 
 

“Medical examination journal”, where health complaints made by the arrested 
persons during the daily visit are registered.  

 
The medical treatment of the detained person is carried out by the doctor in the 

non- audibility distance of police officer, unless there is a request from doctor due to 
his personal security. The confidentiality of medical data is guaranteed in all of police 
units. 
 

Paragraph 28 
Upon arrest, every suspect is informed of his/her rights, as provided in Part 2 of 

Article 121 of the LCPC. Similarly, a suspect is informed of his/her rights prior to 
interrogation (Clauses 2 and 16 of Article 121 of the LCPC), which is recorded in the 
interrogation record. 
 

The persons who are detained in the short term detention isolation cell of the 
Riga City Police Board are introduced with their rights in the written forms, where 
the signature of the arrested person approves this process (Annex – 3). It is carried 
out in accordance with the Criminal Procedure Code and Administrative Procedure 
Code. After the signing procedure the list of the rights must be attached to the 
personal case of the arrested person. Written forms “On rights of person suspected for 
the criminal offence” and “On the rights of person suspected for administrative 
offence” are available in 3 languages – Latvian, English and Russian.  
 

In every short term detention isolation facility of the SP there are information 
boards with the regulations of the establishment of work of short term detention 
isolation cell in at least two languages (Annex - 4) which states: 

• the regime for the detained persons in short term detention isolation facility; 
• the obligations for the detained persons in short term detention isolation 

facility; 
• the restrictions for the detained persons in short term detention isolation 

facility; 
• the rights for the detained persons in short term detention isolation facility; 

 
 

The new adopted Criminal Procedure Law (Article 63 and 64) which will come 
into force on October 1, 2005, states that special written form on the rights of persons 
must be submitted to the arrested person. 
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5. Pre-trial investigation centre and short term detention isolation cell in Riga 
 

Paragraph 29 
At present, in the SP Central Administrative Department's short term detention 

isolation cells suspects are provided with products of hygiene and all arrested persons 
have the opportunity to take a shower  at least once a week. 

 
Paragraph 30 
The issue on the contacting of the detained persons with the world outside in 

short term detention isolation facility is under the competence of initiator of the 
process taking into account the current situation in any specific criminal case.  The 
new adopted Criminal Procedure Law states that in the future only the judge will 
decide on those persons with whom arrested person will be allowed to meet. 
 

Paragraph 31 
Cell No.10 is locked and is not used to hold persons; it serves as a storage space. 

Persons held in isolation cells are not disciplinary punished and all persons are taken 
outside in fresh air at least for an hour a day. 

 
Paragraph 32 
Projectors (spotlights) from the Riga short term detention facility where removed 

already after the visit of CPT’s experts in 2004. In other Police structures the 
projectors (spotlights) have never been used. 
 

Paragraph 33 
Waiting booths are not used to hold persons. 

 
Paragraph 34 
The SP short term detention isolation cell section on duty holds a “Register of 

calls for emergency medical assistance” where the doctor of the team of the called-
out emergency medical service, enters: 
 1) name and surname of the arrested person; 
 2) if necessary, indicates recommended treatment. 

This record does not contain a diagnosis or other information of protected 
personal data. Therefore, the presence of this record in a Police officer’s keeping may 
not be considered failure to observe medical confidentiality, but rather a necessity to 
check whether the Police officer has called for a doctor for the arrested person. 

The doctor of the isolation cells has: 
 - “Out-patient medical card”, listing complaints of the arrested person, harmful 
habits, operations etc. Upon the wish of next-of-kin and lawyers, excerpts from the 
arrested person’s medical history are accepted in order to ensure necessary 
continuation or completion of treatment. 
 - “Medical examination journal”, where health complaints made by the arrested 
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persons during the daily visit are registered. 
These documents are at the disposal of the doctor only and are kept under key. 

The medical treatment of the detained person is carried out by the doctor in the 
non- audibility distance of police officer, unless there is a request from doctor due to 
his personal security. The confidentiality of medical data is guaranteed in all of police 
units. 
 

Paragraph 35 
The length of time a person may be held in the isolation cell depends on the 

prosecutor and the Court. 
 According to the CPT’s experts recommendations of 2004, the Chief of the State 
Police on May 20, 2005 has emitted the Circular (Annex – No.5) which states: 

• In any particular case the necessity and term of the custody of person in the 
short term detention isolation cells should be considered; 

• To move persons from the detention places in the investigation prisons to the 
short term detention isolation cells only in cases when there is other possibility 
to avoid form that; 

• If the arrest of person takes place at the Court (in accordance with the 
deprivation of the liberty), he must be convoyed to the investigation prison 
immediately without moving to the short term detention isolation cells, if the 
City where the particular Police Board is located has that kind of institutions. 

• In the cities where are investigation prisons located, the person should be 
convoyed from the investigation prisons to the court without staying in short 
term detention isolation cells. It also applies if there are intermissions between 
the legal procedures at court. 

 
In order to secure the invention of the recommendations of the CPT the Chief of 

the State Police on May 20, 2005 has forwarded the letter (annex- No.6) to the Board 
of the Detention Places of the Ministry of Justice with the request to convoy the 
judged persons from prisons to courts without moving them to the short term 
detonation cells (in the cases of proceeding of court on the issues of relieving of 
person before the term and other).  
 

In accordance with law on Criminal Procedure (Article 77) the terms of 
detention can be extended only with the decision of court after the application form 
prosecutor’s office is received. The law on Criminal Procedure and the Law on 
Realization of Arrest and Detention state the procedure of holding, the amount of 
their necessary belongings in the short term detention facilities of arrested persons. 
  Taking into account afore mentioned laws the Cabinet of Minister will decide 
on the basic requirements of the household conditions and the medical treatment 
conditions in the short term detention facilities. 
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Paragraph 36 
Pursuant to the Law “On the System of State Administration”, instructions have 

been drafted “On organization of work at Police short term detention cells” (Annex -
7).  

The new adopted Criminal Procedure Law states, that holding of arrested and 
detained persons should be stipulated by special laws, which must be worked out 
until October 1, 2005.  

The aforementioned draft instruction will be a basis for the new legislative acts.  
 
 
 
 




