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SN In the UK the Museums Association (MA) agreed a

definition in 1998: 'Museums enable people to explore

collections for inspiration, learning and enjoyment.

They are institutions that collect, safeguard and make

accessible artefacts and specimens, which they hold

in trust for society.' This definition includes art galleries

with collections of works of art, as well as museums

with historical collections of objects. It is estimated that

there are about 2,500 museums in the UK, with over

1,800 museums having been accredited by the Arts

Council (in England), CyMAL (in Wales), Museums

Galleries Scotland (in Scotland) and Northern Ireland

Museums Council (in Northern Ireland). Registration

under the Museum Accreditation Scheme indicates

that a museum has achieved a nationally approved

standard in management, collections care and delivery

of information and visitor services.
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