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Galicia

Autonomous 
community of Spain

Total area of 29,574 
sq km

Population of 2,710,607 
Over 30,000 population 
settlements 

62,000 km of rivers

2,555 km of coastline

Two biogeographical
Regions: Atlantic and 
Mediterranean

   



Galicia

Population settlements
Population density
Topographic Position 
Index
Land Use
Hydrography
Natural Protected Areas



Aim of the project

The main aim of the project was the development of the first 
landscape instrument to be established on the Law of Landscape 
Protection of Galicia (landscape inventories).

A public participation strategy:

- Integrating scientific knowledge and public participation;
- Including participation in every stage of the process;
- Involving a set of stakeholders and relevant participants from the 

community;
- Incorporating the results of public participation into the results 

and contents of the inventory in an explicit, direct and 
transparent way.



The project

Institute of Land Studies    

Land Laboratory
 University of Santiago de 

Compostela

        Public Participation     

Panel of experts

Technical team



Public participation: workshops



Public participation

Public Participation Geographic Information System:
Locations with landscape interest, landscape values and degraded 
areas



Public participation: Decision-making process

Special Interest Areas and Special Attention Areas



Outcome

The contents of the inventory:

- The identification of landscape types and 
the delimitation of landscape units;

- The landscape characterisation and the 
inventory of landscape values;

- A visibility analysis;
- The delimitation of Special Interest Areas 

(SIAs);
- The identification of Special Attention 

Areas;
- The analysis of drivers, dynamics and 

current state of the landscape types.
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Compostela
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  Public Participation     



Outcome

13 volumes: 
one methodological memory and one 
document for each of the 12 landscape 
areas of Galicia



Sustainable territorial development

The Landscape Inventory of Galicia constitutes the basis for the 
future Galician Landscape Guidelines which must establish the 
landscape quality objectives for the landscape units, SIAs and 
SAEs delimited in the Inventory. 

Landscape Guidelines must also define rules and recommen-
dations for achieving the landscape quality objectives in each 
landscape unit, as well as measures and actions for the SAEs.

In addition to this, according to the new Law no. 2/2016 
concerning Urban Planning, the SIAs delimited by the Inventory 
acquire directly the category of landscape protection land in the 
urban planning and, consequently, the uses and activities in these 
areas are regulated by this law.



Awareness raising

The people feel responsible for the future of the landscape when 
they are encouraged to take an active part in landscape 
management and planning.

Continuity the public participation in Galician Landscape 
Guidelines (64 workshops):

- Landscape quality objectives;
- Rules;
- Recomendations.



Thanks for your attention


